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“The Scepter shall not depart from Judah nor 

a Lawgiver from his posterity; until Shiloh will 

come, and unto him the people shall gather.” 
(Genesis XLIX, 10). 
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THE COMING OF SHILOH 


PART T, 


Practical Zionism 


“And they shall come and sing on the height 
of Zion, and shall come together as a stream to 
the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for 
oil, and for the young of the flocks, and for the 
herds, and their soul shall be as a well-watered 
garden; and they shall not farther experience 
grief any more.” 
(Jeremiah XXXI, 12). 
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Honorary list of ladies and gentlemen, whose proverbial generosity 
and marvelous kindness, enabled the author to ptoceed continuously 
in his ventured work and follow uninterruptedly his undertaken labor 
of salvation and redemption, as there is certainly no end in writing of 
books, the causes being good and the effects the best, for the enlighten- 
ment of mankind and the advancement of humanity, sure enough. 
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ABARBANEL AND HIS PREDICTIONS 


HILE students of ethnology and scholars of the modern 

sciences accept the new fangled notions of evolution in 
the origin, birth, derivation and development of species with 
tender delight and cherished indulgence, pleased and gratified 
for their monkish descent and apish lineage, one may, rather, © 
resort to Benjamin D’Israeli, later renown as Lord Beacons- 
field, who in response to an attack made on him by one of the 
parliamentarian patricians said, that his fathers were kings, 
sages, prophets, Psalmists and singers in Israel. 

The general press of the land, in editorial comments and 
corresponding contributions, made mention, recently, of Don 
Isaac Abarbanel of the 15th and 16th centuries, and his various 
doings and activities, and it is certainly a source of satisfaction 
to your humble servant to quote from Abarbanel’s Scriptural 
Exegetics passages and sayings that bear striking references on 
the great war that ceased its demoniac operations but the other 
day, demonstrating, this wise, the sagacity of the fathers and the 
magnitude of the Jews, in all ages and stages, times and climes, 
conditions and missions. 

In his book under the euphony of Mashmia Yeshuah, deal- 
ing with the expected Messianic times and deliberating upon 
the Millenial era, the author, Don Isaac Abarbanel, quotes the 
somewhat obscure prophecy of “There shall come a day when 
the Nazarites call out upon the Mountain of Ephraim, arise ye 
and let us go up to Zion, unto the Lord our God” (Jeremiah xxxi, 
5), and maintains, that the Nazarites allude to the Christians, 
termed thusly in the Bible on many occasions. They will re- ° 
deem Zion from its unlawful holders and offer it to the Children 
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of Jacob, who would indeed praise, bless and turn thankful to 
the leading nations, who with the grace of the Lord brought 
salvation to the remnant of Israel (Ibid. ver. 6-12). 

England by its generous Declaration, Arthur James Balfour, 
the spokesman for His Majesty’s, the King’s, government, and 
General Edward Allenby, the conqueror of Palestine, are un- 
doubtedly predicted in Jeremiah and prognosticated by Don 
Abarbanel. 

The latter advances still further, quoting the following 
prophecy. “And I will assemble all the nations against Jeru- 
salem, to battle, and the city shall be captured, and the houses 
plundered, the women ravished and half of the city shall go 
forth into exile” (Zechariah xiv, 2). All of which came to pass 
in our time. Let us hope then for the realization of another 
verse of the same book and chapter: “On that day shall the 
Lord be One and His name be One” (Ibid. ver. 9). 


Er. 


ABRAHAM IDELSON, NOTED JOURNALIST, 
PASSES AWAY 


OLSHEVIK Russia is still surrounded by the fabulous 

Chinese Wall, all the attempts and endeavors of politicians, 
financiers and diplomats to make a rift and improvise an opening 
proving futile and fruitless. Tidings and information from 
those pandemonial regions are very meager and belated, and 
continental exchanges rest content with stray reports and second- 
hand news, camouflaging devices and substituting subterfuges. 

But a short obituary appeared recently in one of the Ger- 
man-Jewish papers on the passing away at Petrograd, Russia, 
of Abraham Idelson, at the age of 60. A man of education, 
culture and literature as Idelson was, deserves more considera- 
tion and attracts a wider recognition, so as to strengthen the 
efforts of posterity and stimulate their inclinations. Born in 
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one of the Lithuanian townlets, Idelson stayed there until he 
reached the formidable age of 16, when his parents thought 
that he could shift for himself and take care of his future. 
Equipped with a volume of the Bible, Hebrew text and Men- 
delson’s German Translation, some few Talmudic tracts and 
the skill of playing chess, Idelson left his native town and went 
to Libau, Letgalien, with the intention of matriculating at the 
local Gymnasium. Lacking monetary means and wanting Re- 
gents’ counts for scholastic admission, Idelson succeeded in be- 
coming tutor to the children of ‘a wealthy Jewish family, teaching 
them Hebrew, Scriptures, Talmud, grammar and similar sub- 
jects, the tuition fees of which enabled him to cover his neces- 
sary expenditures, and free from worldly care and mundane 
trials, he devoted his spare time, the all nights, to secular subjects 
and School examination. His work arduous, his willingness 
intensified, his ambition growing, Idelson exceeded above all ex- 
pectation, and after six months’ diligent study, he won his laurels 
and was admitted to the highest grade of the Gymiasium. He 
continued his studies by leaps and bounds, secured several medals 
for advanced subjects and left in a short time for Moscow, to 
matriculate in the university, in the Department of Law. 

Finding in the midst of the student body Jewish prodigies 
and Hebrew scholars, like Mase, Usishkin, Chlenoff, Brainin, 
Levantin and others of the same coterie, Idelson quickly made 
their alliance and joined their Association of B’nai Zion, re- 
maining true to the principles and doctrines of this Order to the 
rest of his life. 

By the cruel and oppressive laws of the Czar’s government, 
the Rev. Dr. Philip Klein had to evacuate the rabbinate in 
Libau, going to New York and becoming the Rabbi of Oheb 
Zedek Synagogue, one of the leading Congregations of the 
American metropolis. There were three candidates for the 
rabbinical vacancy, Rabbi Hillel Libshitz of Suvalk, Poland; 
Dr. Judah Leon Cantor, editor of the Hebrew Hayom of St. 
Petersburg; and Abraham Idelson, who came back to Libau 
for the assumption of the rabbinate. Neither student Idelson 
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nor Rabbi Libshitz could compete with Cantor, whose name and 
fame were widely established in those days. 

Returning to Moscow to pursue his legal studies, Idelson 
continued his Zionistic activities and addressed meetings and 
gatherings on frequent occasions. After graduation and admis- 
sion to the bar, Idelson went to Petersburg, where he cut a 
figure among the local professionals. Courland Jews always 
looked up to him as their own Abraham, and tried, time and 
again, to make him their representative in the Imperial Douma, 
but for obvious reasons and uncertain technicalities success did 
not crown their wishes. 

His early Hebrew education grew along with Idelson, and 
amidst mundane material, prosaic Petersburg and legal serious- 
ness, he found time and opportunities to write stories and novels 
for Hebrew periodicals. And as a piece of surprise for his 
friends, he edited and published for a short period a Yiddish 
weekly, called The Sheigetz, devoted to wit and humor, which, 
however, was suppressed by the Russian censor, arbitrarily. 
He had contributed, likewise, to Russian papers and magazines, 
concealing, however, his identity, under the cover of a pseudo- 
nym. May his soul rest in peace, in the company of the 
righteous ! 


TET, 
AHAD HAAM IN ENGLISH 


HE English tongue is turning, slowly but surely, a potent 

factor in the world of Jewish renaissance, science and re- 
search. Gradually, the English-speaking Jews multiply exceed- 
ingly, counting by millions. With the exception of Juedish, the 
dialect and jargon of the Russian, Galician and Roumanian 
Jews, the English is first and foremost the means and medium 
for expression of ideas, theories and notions among the Jews 
of the civilized portions of the universe, England and America 
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diffusing their tongue and spreading their language in all coun- 
tries and continents. Hebrew and Yiddish, as a matter of 
record, lose heavily by the ascent of English on the lingual 
throne and its becoming the universal power in literary circles 
and scientific research. 

With the decline of German, its removal from public tribunes 
and its reduction to smaller quarters and divestment of universal 
paraphernalia, the Yiddish, being but an offshoot of the mother 
tongue and a limb of the German vernacular, had to follow 
suit, sooner or later, and submit to high pressure and superior 
forces. Hebrew, likewise, tolerated continually the association 
and alliance of other tongues, the knowledge and usages of the 
latter superceding among the Israelites at various times and 
diverse climes. In fact, with the exception of the Bible, the 
greater part of Jewish wisdom, science and lore have been trans- 
mitted by alien conveyances and transported by foreign vehicles, 
as for instance the Talmud which is, written in the Chaldean, 
Maimonides and Juda Halevi used the Arabic for transplanting 
their respective anthologies; Avicebron, Ebn Ezra, Mendelsohn, 
Heine, Geiger, Hess, Luzzatto, Gordon, Levanda, Harkawy, 
Beaconsfield and a host of others employed the Spanish, French, 
Italian, German, Russian and English for their Jewish ideas, 
doctrines, impressions and aspirations, disclosing thus the facts 
and fancies of Jewish advancement, toleration, broad-minded- 
ness and sound reasonings, the kernel subjecting the cover and 
the text dominating the veneering first, last and all the time. 

Of course, with the concentration of Jews within the do- 
minions and realms of the English-speaking peoples, all other 
tongues and languages must need give predilection to the Eng- 
lish lingo, bow submissively and assume the latter’s sovereignty, 
at their respective deterioration and their own expense. At 
present, however, the English sources for Jewish learning are 
very meager, their resources insignificant and the limits inflexible, 
never satisfying the seeker after truth and theory, neither offer- 
ing solutions for problematic incongruities, nor dispelling one’s 
doubts, perplexities and scepticism. True, there appeared re- 
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cently the English Translations of the Babylonion Talmud, the 
Jewish Encyclopedia, Schechter’s Studies in Judaism and Guinz- 
berg’s Jewish Legends, the demands, however, are growing ex- 
ceedingly and a small handful of books and pamphlets can barely 
- supply the great army of claimants. 

It is, therefore, pleasing and delightful to announce that 
steps have been taken towards the ameliroation and improvement 
of the deplorable conditions. The Jewish Publication Associa- 
tion, permanently quartered in Philadelphia, whose membership 
extends throughout the land from Maine to Mexico and from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, published the English translations of 
the philosophical works of Asher Guinzberg, better known in 
literary concerns under the nom-de-plume of the Hebrew euphony 
of Ahad Haam, signifying one of the people. Modest and un- 
ostentatious, Asher Guinzberg shares his views and theories with 
his brethren and kinsmen, knowing no barriers and detesting 
chauvinism, blue blood and patrician pedigree. 

Ahad Haam fully believes in a true, genuine and unadul- 
terated democracy, after the manner and fashion of Moses, 
Samuel, David, Elijah, Elisha, Ezra, Hillel, Rabbi Akiba and 
all the great men and women in Israel. Though written in 
Hebrew, Ahad Haam has been quoted, time and again, by Eng- 
lish publicists, scribes and scribblers. It is a well known fact 
that but for Guinzberg, Dr. Solomon Schechter, the head of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, would have never 
become the expounder and defender of modern Zionism and its 
flexible and elastic ramifications. 

It must be borne in mind, that the reorganization of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, some eight years ago, by the finan- 
cial efforts and moral support of Jacob H. Schiff, Louis Marshall, 
Meyer Sulzberger and a host of New York and Philadelphia 
enthusiastic Jews, was mainly to offset and check the irreli- 
gious Judaism, widely-spread and extensively diffused by 
disciples of the Hebrew Union College, displaying lately 
their true colors and amusing the civilized world by their 
fads and fancies. There being no fields and avenues for the 
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dissemination of modern ideas and the diffusion of enlightened 
Judaism, the disciples of the Orthodox Seminary had to follow 
suit and join the opponents, Reform holding sway, here, there 
and everywhere, and American Jews imbibing and absorbing with 
cherish and gusto radical teachings and convenient doctrines. 
In fact Malter, Schlesinger and Margolies, true sons of Israel, 
in their capacities as professors at the Hebrew Union College, 
Cincinnati, gave vent to their genuine impulses and openly began 
the spread of Zionism among their pupils and disciples. 

Fearing reaction and dreading outlandish Orthodoxy, Dr. 
Kaufman Kohler, president of the College, himself a disciple of 
the German assimilatory schools, dismissed the Zionistic pro- 
fessors, placing a ban upon Zionism and its followers, in pur- 
suance of an accepted shibboleth of America replacing Zion and 
Washington substituting Jerusalem. The dilemma was predica- 
mental indeed and the alternative perplexing, Schechter, the Eng- 
lishman, felt it keenly. Wishing to satisfy all concerned and 
clear and clean himself from suspicions and accusations, the head 
of the New York Seminary adopted Ahad Haam’s cultural 
Zionism, opposing entirely, as the latter did, Herzl’s political 
Zionism and its cognate species. 

Of course, Guinzberg’s subscription to Darwin’s theories 
and Spencer’s doctrines could scarcely find favor in the eyes of 
Orthodox Jews, the latter, however, are long-suffering, behold- 
ing Guinzberg’s acceptance of higher criticism, checked, however, 
by his affirmation of the Massoretic traditions. | 


EY. 


ALEXANDER ZEDERBAUM, JOURNALIST AND 
SOCIAL WORKER 


HOUSANDS and tens of thousands of Jews in America 
both, native and naturalized, have, undoubtedly, read the 
Hamelitz, a weekly paper published in Hebrew at the Russian 
capital of St. Petersburg, the editorials of which having been 
continually signed by the pseudonym of Arez, denoting as the 
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latter did Zederbaum, Cedar in English, disclosing this wise the 
identity of Zederbaum as the editor of the magazine. Arez, asa 
matter of fact, begins with the Hebrew character of Aleph, 
which is indeed the initial of Alexander, and terminates with the 
letter Zayen, a cognomen of Tzadi, the head of Zederbaum. 

In addition to the Hebrew Hamelitz, Mr. Zederbaum pub- 
lished also a Russian periodical, named Wiestnik Russkikh 
Evreev, afterwards absorbed by the Rassveit, and a Yiddish 
journal, under the euphony of Folksblatt, the editorials of which 
having been, likewise, written by himself, in the long run of their 
checkered existence. 

Having received in his childhood and adolescence no acade- 
mic training or scholastic instruction, young Alexander suc- 
ceeded, however, in acquiring the native tongue, the Hebrew 
language and the Yiddish dialect autodidactically, without any 
outside assistance or private pressure, just because he hap- 
pentd to be the son of a learned and scholarly father, in whose 
house there would gather and assemble, time and again, the 
elders of the town, the upper crust, the patricians, the local 400, 
for educational discourses, literary intercourses and cultural 
demonstrations, the language in employment for transmission 
and discussion proving, indeed, polygot, embracing all and sun- 
dry European tongues, French, German, Polish, Russian, Yid- 
dish and Hebrew. Zamosht, a town in Poland, geographically 
located in the vicinity of the German frontier, some sort of a 
Mecca for Jews of culture and intellect of former generations, 
and notables like Jacob Eichenbaum, Samson Bloch, Dr. Julius 
Ettinger and more men of fame and distinction, permanently 
located there, moulding as they did subconsciously the training 
and development of the youngster to such an extent as to make 
him the aspirant for the study of languages and the perusal of 
books of all shades and tendencies. And before taking an ele- 
mentary course of systematic instruction and learning, and before 
obtaining the rudimentary regulations of grammar and syntax, 
young Zederbaum took to writing, transgressing essential prin- 
ciples of diction and discarding the basic fundamentals of style, 
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the excuse being advanced that the aim proving satisfactory and 
the scope tending altruistic, one may overlook syntactic errors 
and grammatical shortcomings. 

Discounting the editorial arrogance and overlooking Zeder- 
baum’s ostentations, the Hamelitz became, in the long run, the 
mouthpiece of the Jewish intellectuals of all portions of the uni- 
verse, and the Russian Rassveit faired as well, especially when 
it turned Zionistic, pure and simple, propogating the Hibbath 
Zion movement, which became responsible for the virgin insti- 
tutions of Reshon l’Zion, Pethah Tikvah, Zichron Jacob and 
some few minor establishments, the advanced nuclei of the group 
of Jewish settlements and colonies that became the harbingers of 
the present Jewish Homeland in Palestine. 

Zederbaum certainly went from strength to strength, having 
moved from Zamosht to Odessa, thence to the Russian capital 
of St. Petersburg. The latter’s authorities, it is worth to note, 
refused to issue a license for the publication of a Polish news- 
paper, within the realms of the Czar’s residence, Poland being 
then partitioned among Russia, Germany and Austria, each of 
which trying its utmost to suppress and crush the Polish spirit,. 
language and nationality, imposing upon the subdued Poles the 
spirit, language and literature of the respective countries instead, 
Jews, however, turned exceptional in this particular instance, and 
Zederbaum was given the franchise to publish a Hebrew paper, 
for the uplift of his kinsmen and the dissemination of Russian 
ideals and ideas amongst them. But then, the progress of the 
paper might have sprung from Zederbaum’s friendship and inti- 
macy with St. Petersburg men of influence and sway, whose 
reccommendation and introduction turned available and useful 
for co-religionists, on numerous occasions and various incidents, 
granting Zederbaum, therefore, the name of social worker. 

The history of Alexander Zederbaum, how he rose from 
rural obscurity to metropolitan fame, is romantic, interesting and 
instructive. Leaving his native town of Zamosht at a compara- 
tively small age, almost in his early teens, he went to Odessa, the 
centre of Jewish gravitation, in those days of stress and storm, 
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armed with a superficial knowledge of the 24 Books of the Holy 
Scriptures and their commentaries, the Talmud, Midrash and 
identical volumes of wisdom and homilethics, and equipped, like- 
wise, with the rudimentary elements of double bookkeeping. 
The latter proved, indeed, more lucrative than the former, the 
Jewish poetical slogan of “The Torah from Heaven, is better 
than financial leaven” notwithstanding. There were two courses 
open in Odessa, the Neo-Russian metropolis, for the life and its 
advancements in the future, for young Zederbaum, to become 
an instructor of Hebrew at one of the local Hebrew schools, 
Talmud-Toras, or private Heders, or to connect himself with 
some mercantile establishment, with the prospects of embarking 
the vessel of commerce for himself, after becoming initiated 
into the detailed overtures and particular maneouvers of trade 
and traffic. He chose the latter, became the bookkeeper to one of 
the local tailors, served his master faithfully, absorbed the traits 
and stunts of commercial cunningness, learned the art of cutting 
and opened a merchant tailor store for himself. Humble and 
modest, Zederbaum cut the material, sewed coats and pants and 
managed to satisfy his customers and please his patrons, writing 
occasionally Hebrew poems, with the faint hope of becoming in 
the distant future a maker of a book or a publisher of a paper, 
after the manner and fashion of those great men who frequented 
his father’s house, in the days of his early childhood. There 
and then came a radical change in his life. Dr. Isaac Gol- 
denblum of Vienna, Austria, came to Odessa and became prin- 
cipal of the local Hebrew school. He was introduced to Zeder- 
baum as well as to the inspector of the schools. Having mar- 
ried Zederbaum’s daughter, Dr. Goldenblum procured by the 
means of the inspector’s recommendation a license for the pub- 
lishing of a newspaper in Hebrew at their city. 

Associated with his father-in-law, Goldenblum commenced 
the publication of a Yiddish weekly, named Call Mevasser, re- 
sponding to the Hebrew idiomatic expression of “A Voice of the 
Messenger,” which, however, for the sake of catering to the 
galleries and becoming popular with the people, was changed 
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into Volksblatt, appealing as the latter did to the lower classes 
and the laboring masses, giving predilection as they did to the 
Yiddish dialect, as a forcefud discarding of the Hebrew tongue 
and laying the corner-stone of the former at the expense and 
detriment of the latter. The paper flourished for some time, 
but the owners and proprietors removed to the metropolis of 
St. Petersburg, taking their bags and baggages with them. 

They published then all, our former friend, the Call Me- 
vasser, under the caption of Volksblatt. The Hebrew Hamelitz 
and the Russian Rasswiet. The number of Hebrew papers being 
then few and far between, namely, the Hammaggid, published in 
Lyck, East Prussia, and the MHazephirah, published in 
Warsaw, Poland, Hayim Selig Slonimsky, the noted mathemati- 
cian and astronomer, being the editor of the latter and Dr. Eliezer 
Lipman Silberman in charge of the former, the Hamelitz 
proved equal to the task and superceded its rivals both, in its 
selection of timely and appropriate topics, which pleased and 
gratified the readers and subscribers, and in its procuring a force 
of men of scholarship and erudition for the contribution of their 
wisdom and the dissemination of their knowledge in the pages 
and columns of the Hamelitz. 

As an illustration, your correspondent may record some of 
his own experiences of his childhood. Having studied diligently 
and reading all the weeklies and monthlies of his time, he 
naturally read both, Hamelitz and Hazephirah. In the current 
events of those days, there was related in the papers of a some- 
what peculiar incident of a provincial woman, the details of 
which having appeared in both, Hamelitz and Hazephirah. 
Now, while the latter was satisfied with the detailed item of the 
dry facts, the former quoted a Talmudic passage bearing refer- 
nece on the subject under consideration, for the readers’ delight. 
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ALLIANCE ISRAELITE ‘GNIV ERSBULE 


EADERS of magazines and papers come, undoubtedly, 
R across, time and again, that sphinx of the Alliance Israelite 
Universelle, this fabulous phoenix, which some surmise as an 
offshoot of the quondam Israelitish Kingdom, while others 
identify it with the famous or, rather infamous, Russo-Jewish 
Kahl, having but assumed a French garb and a modern vesture. 

The writer of these lines had occasion to mention in these 
very columns of the Post-Telegram, recently, this triumvirate 
appellation in connection with the activities and accomplishments 
of the lamented David Sultzberger. 

In a few weeks henceforth, the Alliance will celebrate its 
Jubilee, reaching the age of two score and ten, because of which 
your humble servant considers it timely to give a brief account 
of the origin, scope and successes of this international institution. 

True to the Scriptural saying of “And if thou bring forth 
the precious from the vile’ (Jeremiah xv, 19), or its Latin 
equivalent “A cuspide corona,” the Alliance is but the result of 
that monstrous “blood accusation.” 

A Dominican friar, stopping for some time at the city of 
Damascus, in the Ottoman Empire, has mysteriously disappeared. 
Several zelotic pietists spread the lie that the Jews murdered 
him, in order to flavor their Passover wafers with his savory 
blood. Whereupon, the elite of the local Jewry were arrested 
and confined behind prison bars. 

The civilized world raised its voice of protest against the 
revival of this mediaeval accusation, expressing sympathy and 
compassion for the innocent victims. Sir Moses Montefiore of 
London, England, and Monsieur Isaac Adolph Cremieaux of 
Paris, France, both prominent in Jewish circles and civic func- 
tions, volunteered to go to Constantinople to ‘intercede with the 
Porte in behalf of the innocent co-religionists. They succeeded 
in securing the liberty of the wrongly-incarcerated men. 
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To avoid repeated occurrences of similar characters, these 
two gentlemen enlisted the aid and co-operation of more of their 
kinsmen in various European countries and formed a universal 
society for the protection of Jewish interests. Cremieaux, being 
then minister of justice under Napoleon’s sovereignty, then the 
only Jew in the world elevated to such a responsible and glori- 
fied post, it was but natural and sentimental for the other 
founders and promoters of the proposed Association to make 
Cremieaux its president and Paris the headquarters. Thus the 
Alliance Israelite Universelle was established in the year of 1860, 
at the city of Paris, with subordinate offices in London, Vienna 
and Berlin. Attempts have been made to institute one of its 
branches in St. Petersburg, but the Czar of Russia, obscure 
and reactionary as he was, refused to recognize Jewish authority 
and would not yield to international pressure. 

With the influx of immigrants in America, branches of the 
Alliance Israelite Universelle opened up in New York, Phila- 
delphia, Chicago, Cincinnati, St. Louis and many other cities. 

The progress of the Alliance ramified widely in the course 
of time, always extending assistance and protection, political, 
financial and educational, to the Jews in Roumania, Persia, 
Turkey, Egypt, Morocco, and other semi-barbaric Asiatic, 
African and European lands. It purchased a considerable tract 
of land in Palestine, in the vicinity of the harbored city of 
Jaffa, built there an agricultural school, called Mikve Israel 
(reflecting as the name does upon the hope of Israel to return 
and establish themselves upon their former possessions), and 
has it named Judea, a nucleus for a future home for ill-treated 
and dissatisfied Jews. 

The Alliance, moreover, maintains hundreds of schools 
in almost every country in the world, for boys and girls, 
the curriculum of which contains the languages of Hebrew 
and French, and the respective vernaculars, mathematics, 
physiology, penmanship and religion. Although mainly Jewish, 
the schools admit also non-Jews as pupils. Dr. Nazim Bey, one 
of the Young Turks, expressing, recently, his gratitude to the 
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French authorities for his education he received in the Alliance’s 
school. While Chief Rabbi Nahum in Constantinople owes his 
sole rearing and training in both, secular and religious objects, 
to the Alliance schools. 

The Berlin branch, it appears, parted company with the 
parent institution of late, and substituted its own Hilfs Verein 
Der Deutschen Jueden, a sketch of which will appear in these 
columns, some of these days. 


VI. 
ASSIMILATION AND ZIONISM 


EWISH assimilators are having hard times and trying days, 

losing courage and becoming short in ammunition, argu- 
ments and supplies, unable to continue their fight against Jews, 
nationalists and Zionists. One, indeed, must exercise mercy and 
extend sympathy for the Jewish Guardian, the organ of the 
Anglo-Jewish assimilators, the columns and pages of which de- 
liberate lengthily on Palestine and its future, when refugees from 
Poland, Roumania, Ukraine, Hungary and other anti-Semitic 
countries will swarm the land and settle within its confines. 
England being the first government that indorsed the Zionistic 
policy, declared Palestine as the Jewish Homeland and accepted 
its Mandate, it is but natural for English Jews both, Zionists 
and anti-Zionists, to shout Hosanna and sing Hallelujah, irre- 
spective of personal feelings and inner sentiments. 

Attempts were made to thwart the Zionistic aspirations and 
the Jewish hopes for a national centre and a Jewish Homeland 
on the ground of the impossibility of a double citizenship and a 
dual allegiance, which would lessen the patriotism and weaken 
one’s loyalty, to England proper. But the London Times dis- 
illusioned the zealots in unequivocal terms, calling their attention 
to the higher strata and the upper crust, who suffer no inter- 
ference and would countenance no unsolicited counsels. 
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The jingo-patriots, who proved more king than the king 
himself, added intensive fuel to the extensive flames of battle, 
during the latter’s destructive perpetrations, denouncing co-reli- 
gionists as traitors and hunters for gain and expansion on 
imperialistic methods, changed, however, tactics and now create a 
new-fangled bogey, reiterating the historical call of Hannibal ante 
portas and finding fault with the government for taking the 
Palestinian Mandate, which would become a heavy burden and 
a tremendous load on the tax-payers. 

Some of these Jewish assimilators go still farther, inspired 
as they apparently are, by Rabbi Matthuck, formerly of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, now the shining star of English Progressive or Lib- 
eral Judaism. Rabbi Matthuck, Claude G. Montefiore and their 
hosts of Liberal Jews discovered a new America and explored 
another world, namely that Zionism is irreligious and anti-Jewish, 
opposing the Law of Moses and abrogating the principles of the 
prophets and the doctrines of the Rabbis. The irony of the fate 
and the wonder of the ages, men and women that tolerate and 
sanction mixed marriages and mixed funerals, bringing a dead 
body to a Synagogue for funeral services and having it buried in 
a Christian cemetery, these people want to prove better Orthodox 
than Lithuanian Rabbis and Palestinian pundits. And one of 
these religionists is shedding profusive tears because of the 
inroads and invasions that the Zionists made on an inoffensive 
and down-trodden Judaism. His plaint is obvious and the com- 
plaint ostensible. He says, he always thought that Judaism was 
but religion, pure and simple, having nothing in common with 
Zionism or any theory, truth and truism. Since, however, the 
identification of nationalism with religion is coming to pass, 
speedily and in our days, why there will mingle freely all sorts 
of nationalists, Zionists and atheists, whose infection and con- 
tagion he dreads fearfully. These stupid notions and stultified 
absurdities are advanced, every now and then, by men of sup- 
posed leadership and Jews of apparent authority, casting, this 
wise, a slur on the momentous impetus and slinging mud at the 
great revelations. He criticizes Dr. Stephen S. Wise severely 
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for having made the statement at one of the Zionistic confer- 
ences, that the hopes and anticipations of the Jews of two 
thousand years have been now fully realized and became firmly. 
established. This newly-baked pietist maintains that an insig- 
nificant policy of unimportant politics of a mediocre Balfour 
and an obscure Weitzman is but a travesty on Jewish religion 
and its sacred traditions, forgetting, as this assimilator does, or 
never knowing, that the Second Jewish Commonwealth was 
sanctioned and introduced by Cyrus, the King of Persia, in 
fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah and many 
others. This and other assimilators of his ilk instituted quests 
and made searching expeditions in all countries and continents, 
where they would find comforts and consolations for their sore 
hearts and wounded souls. They said, they have found tumult 
and confusion raised at the Jewish Congress, held in Philadel- 
phia, where the report of the activities and doings of the delega- 
tions in Paris, France, were deliberately discussed. There and 
then, the Zionist question loomed up to the fore, causing, as it, 
apparently, did, more motion and extended controversy, cul- 
minating into highest excitement, resulting in the breaking up 
of the gathering and adjourning of the meeting. But then, hot 
heads and irresponsible agitators could be found everywhere, 
nationalism never created them, neither are they products of 
Zionism, nor could Judaism stand sponsor for them. But they 
found real balsam and genuine curatives in Rochester, during 
the Conference of the Reform Rabbis, the latter issuing, 
through their spokesman, a Pontifical encyclical to the effect of 
voicing the sentiments of the American Jews and Jewesses being 
solely and primarily American, having nothing in common with 
the tratorious Zionists, their unloyal ambitions and unpatriotic 
aspirations, condemning the very nonsensical notion of a Pales- 
tinian Homeland, vigorously objecting to a double citizenry and 
a hyphenated Americanism, and advising one and all to remain 
steady and steadfast in their faithfulness and devotion to 
America, the land of their birth or adoption, irrespective of 
hoary traditions and perverted interpretations. 
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The fact is that the Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions and the English Union of Liberals are similar in their ways 
and identical in their courses. Misery loves company, the Ameri- 
can Reformed Hebrews and the English Progressive Jews share 
their joys and participate in their merriment, changing the praises 
and transferring the laudations, every once in a while, for con- 
tinual strength and mutual welfare. Let them rejoice and be 
happy, all the time, dividing the spoils on this world and par- 
taking from the Leviathan, the buffalo of the mountains and 
the sparkling wine in the future world, like the rest of the 
religious and pious Jews. Their pretensions on Jews and Juda- 
ism are, however, very nebulous and obscure, having hardly 
any right to parade under that name, since they displayed an 
open affrontery and disclosed a brazen forehead that spelled 
nothing but venom to Judaism and malice to its traditions. Why, 
to deride the Balfour Declaration and consider with contempt 
the San Remo treaty is more fitting and proper for rabid anti- 
Semites and outspoken Jew-baiters. Unless there is one excuse 
for them, their anomalous station and singular position, being 
neither Jews nor Goyim, drives them mad and forces them 
into desperation. 

Similarly, the socialists, the anarchists, the free thinkers, 
are despairingly disappointed. So-called Jews who emphatically 
denied the existence of a Jewish nation or nationality, who re- 
fused to entertain the idea of anything, national or religious, 
dividing mankind in two parts, capitalists and workingmen, 
robbing the Jews of all their traits and plights, ambitions and 
aspirations, traditions and hopes, maintaining that there was one 
mission left for the Jews, namely, the free offering of their 
blood, marrow and life for revolutions and rebellions, resulting 
in the emancipation, equality and liberty for all other nations of 
the world, great and small, themselves excluded. They see and 
behold their errors and blunders now, the bulk of the people 
disregard their leaders and would not know their guardians any 
more, coming as they are within the folds and the shelter of 
Zion, having observed its revival and being dazzled by its re- 
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newed brilliancy. Both capitalistic Reformers and laboring radi- 
cals, are bewailing, indeed, by joint forces and combined efforts, 
the sight of Jewish reawakening, national revival and Zionistic 
vivification, at the expense and deterioration of their respective 
hobbies.of Liberal Judaism and radical nothingness. The pen- 
dulum of time never swinging back, the stagnate Reformers and 
the static radicals are playing their last trump and hoping against 
hope for the appearance of miracles and the coming of wonders, 
forgetting as they do that they have discarded this belief and 
discredited this notion long ago. The bulk of the Jews believed 
in wonders and they see them coming to pass, sure enough. 


Vil. 
AWAKE, O ISRAEL, AWAKE! 


N THE Day of Atonement, a list of sins and iniquities is 
given in the Prayer Book, for the recital of repenting 
Israel, invoking God’s mercy and forgiveness. One sin, how- 
ever, is conspicuously absent from the long program, the com- 
pilers of the liturgy omitting it purposely, merely because God 
can never forgive it, as long as wayward Israel continues 
committing it right along. It is the sin of hackneyed self-abne- 
gation, cringing genuflection and perpetual slavery. It is a shame 
and a disgrace for a people to suffer two thousand years exile 
and captivity, martyrdom and brutalities, famine and cold, sword 
and spear, carnage and pillage, without making any attempt or 
endeavor to regain their land and obtain their liberty, once again. 
Doleful, melancholic and dismayed, Israel beholds sardonic 
smiles and observes sinister laughter from both, friend and foe 
alike, neither refuting the scoffer, nor averting the derision. 
This iniquity of drowsiness, this transgression of stagnation, 
this sin of ommission, will never be forgotten, because the perpe- 
tuators of the crimes and felonies never seek any atonement, 
preferring, rather, to remain in states and stages of misery and 
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bondage. They have means and methods for salvation and 
redemption, but they do not want to exercise them; they possess 
sources and resources sufficient for the acquirement of their 
Fatherland and the rebuilding of its ruins, but emphatically 
refuse on the score of parental inactivities and fatherly quietude, 
present generations never wishing to be Plus sage que les sages. 
But then Tempora mutantur et nos mutamur in illis; yes, the 
times changed and Jews of the present days want to repair the 
parental breaches and supplement ancestral shortcomings. 

Jews count in the neighborhood of seventeen millions, almost 
a great nation. Roumania, Scandinavia, Bulgaria, or Denmark 
scarcely boast one-half of that number. The latter, however, are 
self-governing peoples ; why then, cannot the Jews govern them- 
selves and acquire territory of their own? Well, they, the Jews, 
are a nation of abject slaves and menial serfs. But, then, the 
wretched negroes and the aboriginal Africans rule Haiti ‘and 
San Domingo, of the American West Indies. Why could not 
the Jews do something of a similar nature? 

Jewish intelligence, integrity and intellect, as a matter of 
record, predominate in all branches of scientific discoveries, 
modern advancements and commercial enterprises, in all parts 
of the world, swaying destinies of various peoples and conduct- 
ing the affairs of mumerous nations, guiding opinions and senti- 
ments of press, pulpit, rostrum, and cathedra, reducing or in- 
creasing the instrumentality of exchanges, bourses, money mar- 
kets and financial operations, why, then, do these mighty war- 
riors and athletic pugilists bow their heads and bend their knees 
before inferior creatures, insignificant beings and imaginary 
visions ? 

True, a half or two-thirds of the Jews are pining in the 
Pales of Settlement of the Muscovite Empire and languisihng 
in dungeons, Mellahs and Ghettoes of Roumania, Galicia and 
Morocco, their movements frustrated, ideas impeded, advances 
checked, longings balked, hands shackled and limbs fettered, 
unable to venture or hazard any means or methods towards 
freedom, liberty or independence. But, then, if there were a 
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will there could certainly be a way. It is indeed, an open secret 
that the recent revolution that almost ruined Russia, morally, 
materially and physically, despatching hundreds of bureaucratic 
leaders and aristocratic authorities to the other world, was 
inaugurated under the intiative and direction of the Jewish 
Bundists. Of course, they paid the penalty in the most severe 
manner, the wholesale massacres displaying the other side of 
the coin. 

The fact of the Jewish bravery, unselfish heroism and lofty 
ideals has been, however, fully established; the Maccabeans in 
their graves rejoicing over the ancestral spirit finding lodgement 
within the minds and the hands of the worthy progeny, risking 
as the latter did life, happiness and existence for the cause of 
humanity and for the sake of mankind. Well, then, why not 
exercise similar means and identical methods for Jewish benefit, 
Jewish salvation and Jewish relief? And the Jewish millions 
that were spent for the revolutions, reaction and assistance of 
the victims from the brutal massacres and fiendish onslaughts, 
these millions, given for specific Jewish affairs and used for 
particular Jewish undertakings, could have certainly solved the 
Jewish problem and created a Jewish home. 

So much for the sins and omissions of the enslaved Russian 
Jews and the enthralled Moroccan, Galician*and Roumanian co- 
religionists, who could have achieved wonders and performed 
miracles in the lines of self-respect, independence and liberty, if 
they had only known their own needs and wants and if they had 
properly possessed historical backbone, traditional stiff-necked- 
ness, ancestral pride and national consciousness. But how about 
the other half of the Jews, the dwellers and sojourners of eman- 
cipated Europe and enlightened America, who supercede the 
Balkan States in numbers, opulence and intelligence, why do 
they sit idle, indulge in lethargic sleep, forget their glorious past 
‘and continually commit national, racial and religious suicide? 

One, as a matter of common sense, does not want American, 
English, French and German Jews to liquidate their respective 
enterprises, industries, occupations and trades, evacuate houses, 
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mansions, palaces and offices, pack up bag and baggage and 
embark on railway coaches and steamboats, bound eastward, in 
an Oriental direction, to settle in Palestine and make headquar- 
ters in Eretz Israel. 

One, however, wants to see history, Jewish history, repeat- 
ing itself. Nehemiah, the butler to the Persian king, pleaded 
the cause of his unfortunate brethren with his master, procured 
a furlough and went to Jerusalem to rebuild the ruins. Why do 
not modern Nehemiahs, butlers in royal courts and presidential 
palaces, why do they drink wine out of bowls and anoint them- 
selves with costly oil, never feeling pains for the wounds of 
Joseph? Awake, O Israel, awake! Break your cahins, loosen 
the shackles, and unfasten your fetters! 


VIII. 4 


THE BALFOUR DECLARATION A BIBLICAL 
PROPHECY 


66 HEREFORE, thus hath said the Lord unto the house 

of Jacob who hath redeemed Abraham, now shall Jacob 
not be ashamed and his face shall not be made pale any more. 
For when he seeth his children, the work of my hand, in the 
midst of him, how they sanctify my name. Then they shall also 
sanctify the Holy One of Jacob and will reverence the God of 
Israel.” (Isaiah xxix, 22-23.) 

These prophetic predictions came to pass with the British 
promise of turning Palestine over to the Jews, after its redemp- 
tion from the Turks by General Edward Allenby. It must be 
borne in mind that the British trace their descent to the Lost Ten 
Tribes, the sons of Jacob. While the Turks absorbed a goodly 
number of Ishmaelites of the Abrahamic progeny, the house of 
Jacob, the British, having conquered the Turks, redeemed this 
wise the good name of Abraham, and the real Jacob, the Jews, 
coming into possession of their erstwhile land, once again, and 


26 The Coming of Shiloh 


introducing modern means and scientfiic methods for agriculture, 
literature, commerce, industries, liberal professions, manufactur- 
ing, arts and crafts, by the spread and furtherance of schools, 
colleges and universities, the Bezallel school, the Polytechnical 
college, the Jerusalemic university and similar institutions and 
identical temples, the knowledge of the Lord will fill the earth 
as the waters that cover the seas, out of Zion the Law will come 
forth and the Divine Commands from the city of Jerusalem, 
good fellowship and brotherhood of mankind will reign supreme 
all throughout the universe, the God of Israel will be accepted 
by all the nations and the Holy One of Jacob will be adored 
everywhere | 


IX. 


BARON ROTHSCHILD AND THE PALESTINIAN 
; DELEGATION 


O* his recent visit to Egypt, Baron Edmund de Rothschild 
of Paris, stopping at Cairo, unable to proceed to Palestine 
and observe the conditions of the local colonies and settlements, 
his creations and manipulations of 40 years ago, notiefid the 
colonial leaders of his desires and wishes to be informed of the 
welfare and progress of the settlers and colonists. Whereupon, 
a delegation was formed consisting of the following gentlemen, 
who were privileged to go to Cairo and meet the Baron at his 
hotel and enlighten him on all and sundry matters concerning 
the colonies of Palestine. The delegates were Manasseh Meyero- 
witz, Moses Smilansky, Zebi Butkovsky, Solomon Gittin, Judah 
Learner and David Sehabi, representing Reshon I’Zion, Reho- 
both, Hididah, Pethah Tikwah, Zikhron Jacob and B’nai Benja- 
min, respectively. The Baron received them with open arms 
and satisfactory smiles, shaking everyone’s hands cordially and 
expressing his thanks and gratitude for the tidings received and 
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the information gained, extending additional praises to Meyero- 
witz, who gave a detailed outlay of the conditions, endeavors 
and enterprises of the colonists for the years passed since the 
Baron’s previous trip to Palestine, employing French as the 
medium for his speech, the Baron’s native tongue. The climax 
was capped when Meyerowitz trimmed his French report with 
the Priestly Benediction in the Biblical Hebrew, at the utterance 
of which the Baron arose, followed by all present, in honor and 
appreciation of the Biblical benediction and the Hebrew tongue, 
fluently spoken and correctly mastered both by the colonists and 
their children, after the manner and fashion of prophets of old 
and sages of yore. 

In connection with the blessing, Hebrew and the Scriptures, 
the Baron dwelt somewhat lengthily on the Jewish religion that 
is deplorably lacking in the colonies and the ancestral spirit 
which is pitifully wanting in the settlements, imperilling, this 
wise, Jewish unity and endangering, likewise, the Palestinian 
future, maintaining as the Baron does that religious devotion and 
spiritual intensity are the only potent agents for union and con- 
cord between Jews of Russia and kinsmen of Yeman. He would 
not introduce the inquisition and auto-da-fe in Palestine, the 
Baron continued, for the punishment of the youngsters for not 
having their beards grown and side-locks decorating their faces, 
at the same time the younger elements should have been urged 
and spurred to know God in their hearts, His commandments in 
their souls and His precepts in their minds. Having worked 
and cultivated the soil, the settlers should, likewise, improve the 
soul of their chidlren and ameliorate the spiritual inclinations 
and religious propensities. 

While looking for information from the delegation about 
Palestinian activities, the Baron was pleased to bring the delega- 
tion tidings from Paris to the effect that the Ika had changed 
its policy and added “P” to the name of the Association, signi- 
fying its willingness and readiness to support the existing settle- 
ments of Palestine and buy ground for cultivation and coloniza- 
tion. Continually, the Baron said, he and the Pika will undertake 
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the purchase of Samara and its outlaying districts, dry the 
swamps and cultivate wherever possible for the ‘settlement of 
new immigrants and their permanent establishments. He further 
expressed satisfaction with the peaceful approach of the Jewish 
colonists towards their Christian and Mohammedan neighbors, 
irrespective of the latter’s religious differentiations and creedal 
varieties, closely pursuing, however, the Balfour Declaration and 
all its extensive implications. 

The Baron stopped for a while to pull his breath, intending 
to continue, but was asked by the delegation’s spokesman for 
permission to introduce some few remarks on the topics at issue 
and the subjects under consideration. Forbearing and good- 
natured, the Baron listened attentively to the tales of woe and 
the narrations of grievances, promising redress for some and 
assuring relief for others, stressing, however, the hope and trust 
in the future, when Russia is recognized by the civilized nations, 
Germany settles France’s claims and the United States will relin- 
quish prohibition. Then new markets will be opened for Pales- 
tiné’s oranges, almonds and wine, resulting in successful pros- 
periay and progressive bliss and blessing. 


x 
BEZALLEL AT JERUSALEM 


ROFESSOR Boris Schatz has opened a school at the Holy 

City of Jerusalem for mechanical arts and technical crafts. 
There are classes for weaving, designing, carving, plastering, 
sculpture, architecture, carpentry, silver-smithery, ceramics, 
masonics and other manual labor. Bezallel being the name of 
the first artist, chronicled in Scriptural annals, it is but natural 
to have this very name grace the first institution, the aim, scope 
and purposes of which are indeed the revival of toil and the re- 
newal of labor in Palestine and its capital. 

There was a time when people, Jews especially, came to die 
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in the Holy Land, rest their bones in the Sacred Soil and swell 
the number of the graves. This hoary usage and rusty custom 
never sway the people any more. Zionism, practical, political or 
cultural, brought hundreds and thousands of Jews back to their 
erstwhile fatherland and quondam mother-country, not to seek a 
burying place or find a resting repose for one’s dead bones, but 
to continue in life and advance some ventures. The last score 
of years witnessed the springing up of colonies and settlements, 
lavishly flourishing of agriculture, horticulture, vinoculture and 
floriculture. 

Human inclinations, manly wishes and feminine desires be- 
came altered, underwent evolutionary processes and assumed 
revolutionary impulses, resulting from monotonous work and 
irksome drudgery. Boris Schatz, Zionistic, idealistic and na- 
tionalistic, undertook the creation of the Polytechnical School in 
Jerusalem, so as to check stagnation, avert inactivity, thwart the 
lull and, above all, to open new outlets and extend wide avenues 
to men and women, rural and urban, native and foreign, to learn 
the trades, study enterprises, qualify for life’s struggles and make 
use of one’s chances and opportunities. Jerusalem, moreover, 
will thus loom up to the fore, once again, with the graduation 
and production of men and women versed and prolifiic in 
science, craft and workmanship. 

Though of a recent origin, in embryonic stages, modestly 
initiated, the means insignificant and the foundation compara- 
tively small, Bezallel is growing rapidly, advancing forward, go- 
ing from strength to strength, spreading its good name and better 
fame throughout the civilized world, and receiving support and 
assistance from far and wide. Czar Alexander of Bulgaria, 
sent one of his experts to instruct the Bezallel students in the 
art of dyeing materials for rugs and carpets, after the Persian 
methods. 

The weaving department gives work, at present, to sixty 
women of various ages, types and classes. There are amongst 
them little maids of a decade and two, and stout matrons of ad- 
vanced years, representing all shades of Judaism, namely, Yeme- 
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nites, Maarabites, Persians, Grusians, Karaites, Sephardim and 
Ashkenasim. The rugs and tapestry of their make sell at dif- 
ferent prices, beginning with six Francs per yard and running 
up almost into four figures. 

The other branches of the crafts and arts are filled, like- 
wise, by men and youths from diverse countries. The medium 
of speech for intercourse and conveyance is Hebrew, which is 
easily acquired by the new comers. Some of them, as a matter 
of record, are fully equipped with the knowledge of the Hebrew” 
tongue, able to converse and use fluently, on all occasions. 

It would have been right and proper for wealthy Americans 
and opulent Europeans to establish scholarships, stipends and 
subsidies to spur and stimulate both, Professor Schatz and his 
prospective pupils. The work in the interim goes on gradually, 
a competition and rivalry to Damascus and other places of arts. 
And because of the good works of Bezallel, co-religionists all 
the world over are earnestly requested for patronage, considera- 
tion and recognition. Orders should come from far and wide 
for goblets for Kiddush, cases for incense for Habdalah, chests 
for Ethrogim, handles and casings for Scrolls of the Penta- 
teuch and Hagiography, covers for Mezzuzzahs and veneerings 
for phylacteries, as well as other ornaments, embellishments and 
the like. Those who long for Jerusalem and yearn for Zion 
shall remember Bezallel and never forget Palestine. 


XI. 
BEZALLEL IN LONDON 


HE Bezallel exhibition in the English metropolis turned, 

indeed, useful and essential, breaking to some extent the 
barriers that separated the East End Jews from their kith and 
kin of the upper crust and the higher strata. Though Jewish 
by name and lineage, the latter lack the national sentiments, 
feelings, ideals and aspirations, their spheres being but limited 
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and the atmospheres inflexible, a monotonous lull and inactive 
stagnation checking the progress and impeding the advancement. 

The Bezallel, however, changed the situation and altered 
conditions entirely, bringing about the union of forces and the 
combination of efforts, bridging the gulf and connecting the scat- 
tered links. East and West, Orient and Occident, London and 
Jerusalem are fairly represented in the Portman apartments, 
where the Bezallel fair takes place. Lords and ladies, barons 
and baronesses, men and women of rank and station mingle 
freely with Russian immigrants, Roumanian refugees and Pales- 
tinian colonists, in the Hall of Fame, on the fair grounds, at the 
Bezallel exposition. 

A week previously, the lamp-posts, the street-cars and the 
public places displayed placards, announcements and circulars 
of the approaching bazaar, making particular mention of Jeru- 
salem, Bezallel and Rothschild. The combination peculiar, 
indeed, and the advertisement striking, people wondering at the 
intimacy and relationship of Lady Rothschild and Jerusalemic 
Bezallel. But then, the reasons are ostensible and the causes 
obvious. There is the Eveline de Rothschild School in Jeru- 
salem, named after one of the members of this illustrious family, 
which is some sort of a preparatory to the Bezallel Technical 
School. Lady Rothschild’s name, assistance and co-operation 
were asked, so as to honor the school that bears that appelation. 
Willing to help a good cause, Lady Rothschild accepted the in- 
vitation, answered the call and permitted her name for publica- 
tion and caption, so as to arrest attention and attract notice. 

She, moreover, promised to assume the chairmanship during 
the transactions of business and the exhibitions of the articles. 
Lady Rothschild opened the fair with a few remarks on the 
merits and achievements of Bezallel, followed by vocal and in- 
strumental music, making thus the affair hilarious and the visi- 
tors cheerful. 

At their respective booths, are stationed Miss Lillian 
Swaythling, daughter of Lord Swaythling, recently demised ; 
Mrs. Solomon, better known as the poetess Nina Davis, and 
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other girls of the elite of English Jewry. They brandish their 
respective goods and call for your patronage, smiling sweetly 
all the while. You are captivated by the charming spell, beau- 
tiful attire and dignified manners, quickly look for your coin, 
silver, gold or paper, and get a Talith, a Mezuzza encased in an 
artistically carved object of curiosity, a cigar box with “Jeru- 
salem” and “Bezallel” engraved on both sides, respectively, and 
many other beauties and niceties of Jewish handiwork and 
Jerusalemic craftiness. You advance a little ahead and observe 
a door leading to the confectionery and soft drinks, where young 
Jewesses serve you tea, coffee and any nectarial liquid of a 
mild nature. The prices for the drinks and the refreshments 
being nominal, they want you to tip them like regular waitresses, 
just the same, the money received swelling, likewise, the funds 
and the income of the Bezallel. 

You turn around and behold the theater, where amateur 
actors and actresses under the leadership of young Lord Swayth- 
ling, reproduce the drama of Joseph being sold as a slave to the 
Egyptians, his lordship assuming the role of King Pharaoh. Of 
the latter, a legend has it, that when examined as to his knowl- 
edge of languages, he was found wanting in Hebrew. The 
modern Pharaoh, however, knows the Holy Tongue to a perfec- 
tion, the play given in this particular lingo, all the performers 
mastering it wonderfully. 

Rothschild’s name, fame and presence worked miracles, 
indeed, and the magic disposition reached the Court, members 
of the Royal family coming to the bazaar and purchasing Bezallel 
rarities and Jerusalemic antiques. 


XII. 


BOLESLAU PRUCE 


HE European press, reported, recently, the death of the 
Polish journalist and man of letters, Boleslau Pruce. The 
latter was but his nom de plume, his real name being Alexander 
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Glavatzky, sailing under assumed colors and concealing his iden- 
tity for obvious reasons and ostensible causes, fearing neighborly 
ostracism and dreading governmental vengeance. 

Born of Polish parentage with some claims on patrician 
pedigree and noble lineage, Glavatzky became interested in the 
life, troubles, environments, tortures and shortcomings of the 
rustic population, who lived but on crusts of dry bread and a 
few potatoes, and slept in huts and shanties, barely suitable for 
dogs and pigs. Both, the Russian government and the Polish 
nobility of the city of Warsaw, never cared two straws for the 
peasants and their mode of life; the Russian autocracy wished 
to keep them fettered and shackled so as not to revolt any more 
against the alien rulers and their oppressive methods, while the 
noblemen thought that the world and its pleasures are reserved 
for the select few, the bulk of the people being inferior, never 
deserving any amelioration or betterment. 

Despising his chauvinistic friends and revolting against the 
usurping Muscovite, Alexander Glavatzky wrote continually of 
the rural settlers and their misery, his assumed pseudonym leav- 
ing him immune, the government officials and the Polish nobles 
wondering who that daring Pruce was, depicting so vividly the 
wretchedness and the misery of the peasants. He also wrote 
on social, political and economical topics, his pen being prolific. 
Novels and feuilletons were, likewise, the occasional masterpieces 
of Mr. Pruce. 

For a time Pruce was editor of Muxa, a popular journal in 
the Polish capital. He conducted a separate department, pub- 
lishing “Letters of an Old Man,” the wit and humor of which 
created a new epoch in Polish literature. Later he launched a 
weekly called Chronicles, which he published for fully thirty 
years, filling its columns with philosophical, scientific and lucu- 
brative research. Although romantic and poetic to some extent, 
Pruce abhorred the artistic refrains and rhythmic charms, the 
ethics and aesthetics being but whims and fancies of the upper 
crust, never satisfying one’s hunger, neither quenching one’s thirst 
nor covering one’s nakedness. Yet, Pruce resorted to poetry 
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and fine humor, time and again, when enlisting the world’s aid 
for the mentally oppressed, physically tortured and morally 
disabled. 

His heroes are but pigmies, grasshoppers and dwarves, of 
a small measure and insignificant weight. Pruce himself is 
responsible for this description, though at times he devoted 
columns and pages to the mill hands in the industrial concerns 
of Warsaw and Lodz, the latter becoming manufacturing centres 
in Eastern Europe. This change of front would not last very 
long, Pruce turning to his beloved peasants, once again, their 
blood and tears replacing apparently, his necessary ink and 
scribbling fluid. 

Warsaw, harboring more Jews than any European, Asiatic 
and African city, it was but natural for Glavatzky to observe 
their deplorable conditions and unfortunate treatment as well as 
those of the poor rustics, and in his papers and magazines he 
fought their cause, impeaching both his fellow citizens and the 
Russian government. After the massacre of the Jews of War- 
‘saw in 1881, Boleslau Pruce became righteously indignant, spit- 
ting fire and emitting lava, week in and week out, and condemning 
his people for the shame and the disgrace they brought upon the 
Polish nation, being branded thusly as thieves and murderers. 
The sincere and honest men of aristocratic Poland felt the 
rebukes and reproaches very keenly, the anti-Semites, on the 
other hand, amused themselves at his expense, calling Pruce 
Jew, Israelite, Hebrew and all sorts of nick-names, while their 
sheets caricatured him as a Rabbi, dressed in a long gabardine, 
with ringlets on his face and a “‘Schtreimil” as his headgear. 

Jewish authors, in order to express their cause and fight the 
battles of the Lord, translated many of Pruce’s stories into 
Hebrew and Jeudish, respectively. Pruce became thus acquainted 
with Jews and Jewishness. He studied their traditions, customs, 
habits and modes of life, making favorable comments and satis- 
factory reflection in his journals, telling the Gentile world of 
their tardiness in culture and slowness in. education, the Jews 


being thousands of years ahead. He, moreover, became so 
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interested in the Jews and their particular traits that he under- 
took to study both, Hebrew and Yiddish, becoming fully 
equipped with the knowledge of these languages in a very short 
time. He then began to translate Abramowitz’ Kliatsche in 
Polish, abandoning, however, the task for ostensible reasons. 

In the beginning of the nineties, Baron Maurice de Hirsch 
offered large sums of money, amounting to many millions, to 
the Russian government for colonization of the Jews. The press 
increased the number ten-fold, making the unintiated believe that 
all the Jews from every country of the world would flock to 
Russia to sttle on Hirsch’s estate, driving thus away all other 
nationalities from the Empire, the native Russians included. 
Scratch a Russian, you find a Tartar; Boleslau Pruce, the friend 
of the Jews and the benefactor of the oppressed, joined the 
enemy’s camp and turned the tables, cursing the Baron, his 
millions and all the Jews. As it is well known, the offer was 
refused, the Czar and his hirelings fearing, likewise, Jewish 
dominion and sway. 

After the first Zionistic Congress had taken place in Basle, 
Switzerland, at the initiative of the Prince of the Exile, Dr. 
Theodore Herzl, Pruce joined the movement, becoming the friend 
of the Jews, once again. Fervently and passionately he wrote 
on Zionism, praising its adherents who after an elapse of two 
thousand years are still imbued with the hopes and aspirations 
of a return to their erstwhile land and the rebuilding of its ruins. 
He put the Jews as specimen and model to his people, the Poles, 
for copy and emulation. Like the Jews, the Poles may recover 
their possessions illegally held by the respective powers of Ger- 
many, Austria and Russia. If 2,000 years could not alienate 
a people from their land, one hundred and some odd years shall 
certainly not! 
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XIII. 
THE CAUSE OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 


HE civilized world wondered at the hostilities that broke 

out between Russia and Japan, some years ago, culminating 
into a fierce fight and battle royal, the rhymes and reasons, texts 
and pretexts, causes and motives never having been revealed to 
the public at large, for ostensible effects and obvious facts. 
Your humble servant explored a hieroglyphic cuneiform, the de- 
ciphering of which discloses the details and particulars that were 
mainly responsible for the bloody war and its disastrous mon- 
strosities. 

Tashrak is the name of the emblematic painter whose brush 
and chisel fill the columns and pages of the Juedishe Tageblatt, 
a metropolitan daily paper, and this is what he said in connection 
with the international complication: “As if by coincidence, Zion- 
ists experienced some disagreements concerning the acquirement 

‘of Uganda, an African territory, offered the Jews for autonomous 
settlement by the English Home Secretary, while Russia and 
Japan showed signs of uneasiness as to the swaying of the des- 
tinies of Korea, Manchuria and other disputed lands. The 
spheres, atmospheres and hemispheres were filled with Uganda, 
Korea, Palestine, Manchuria, Asiatic brutality, English gener- 
osity, Far East and Nocturnal Asylum. 

“The scribe stopped at a Galician town, in the vicinity of 
Cracow, the quondam Polish capital, enjoying, there and then, 
the drinking of his cup of tea and indulging in reading of 
a continental journal. At that time there arrived in the 
inn a Japanese delegation, in military robes and _ national 
colors, the chief, a colonel by rank, speaking German fluently. 
The latter tongue being, more or less, the property of the Jews, 
all the world over, the curious writer became inquisitive and ven- 
tured to ask the visitors as to their singular mission and drastic 
commission. Obliging and satisfied, the eolonel told of the dele- 
gation’s going to St. Petersburg, Russia, to present to the Czar 
the Mikado’s ultimatum, which he produced, there and then, for 
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verification and perusal. It was written in several languages, de- 
manding the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Manchuria 
and the recognition of the Korean independence, lest the Japanese 
government will have, with chagrin and reluctance, to declare 
war against Russia. 

“At this juncture, a Jewish committee invaded the place, 
presumably, for temporal rest and timely recreation. As kinsman 
and co-religionist, the writer invited them to the unoccupied 
chairs around the long table, so as to gather information and ob- 
tain tidings concerning their aims, strivings and pursuits. The 
spokesman apparently intelligent and communicative, tells of the 
object of his venture, going to Vienna to see and interview Dr. 
Theodore Herzl and the Greater Action’s Committee, in reference 
to Uganda, this latter place being abhorred by the Russian Zion- 
ists, for no other land or territory will substitute ancient Zion, 
traditional Jerusalem and time-honored Palestine. These views 
and sentiments of the Russian Zionists were, likewise, expressed 
lucidly and tersely, on fool’s cap and indorsed by a legion of 
signatures. 

“The members of the respective committees were in the 
meantime introduced to each other, entred into lively conversa- 
tions, discussed politics, civics and religion, while the narrator 
of this incident compared documents, weighed and balanced the 
literary acumen of their conversations, wondering at the time 
at the phrases and passages in French, German and Hebrew, 
expressed by both, the Jews and the Japanese, alike. 

“Departing, excited, ecstatic and enthusiastic, the delegates 
forgot about their documentary ultimata altogether, and but for 
the sincerity and the earnestness of the writer they would have 
never discovered their tremendous losses until reaching Vienna 
and St. Petersburg, respectively. Sympathetic and devotional, the 
kinsman of the one and the well wisher of the other ran after 
the Committees and handed the leaders of each his particular 
paper. The darkness of the night, it appears, played havoc upon 
the careless correspondent and the forgetful messengers. The 
Japanese Committee arrived in the Russian capital, stopped at 
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one of the latter’s fashionable hotels and announced its mission 
by means and medium of the local press and daily papers. It goes 
without saying that the Czar granted an audience to the visiting 
Committee, wishing to know and behold their message and 
burden. One may imagine Nicholas’ disappointment and rage at 
the reading of the ultimatum, the wording of which contained 
the following mysterious clause: “You must remove the Uganda 
project from the national proceedings, granting it no hearing 
nor giving it no consideration at the approaching Congress. If 
this is disregarded, the payments of the Shekels for the National 
Fund will immediately discontinue.” Paralyzed and dumb- 
founded, the Muscovite Ruler could but exclaim the usual sen- 
tence of “Eto chto takoe?’ expressing thus his indignation and 
contempt for that Asiatic nation, its ruler and committees, and 
dismissing the latter with furious disgust. 


“Patient and enduring, Theodore Herzl read the ultimatum, 
handed to him by the Russian Zionists, wondering at their 
peculiar demand of interfering with foreign powers and advis- 
ing the removal of troops from neutral countries, Korea and 
Manchuria never having expressed their respective views and 
prospective notions upon Zionism, Palestine, Jews and Judaism. 
Shaking his head, somewhat melancholically, the Zionist leader 
had to admit the inability of the Russian Jews to govern them- 
selves, invading alien quarters and encroaching upon neighbor- 
ing premises, without any provocation or demand. 


“The unfortunate exchange of the letters caused, indeed, the 
bloody war between Russia and Japan and prompted, likewise, 
the untimely demise of Dr. Theodore Herzl, at the age of 44.” 
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XIV. 
THE CITY OF BIALYSTOK a 
(Published in the Gazette of Glace Bay, Nova Scotia) 


HE Palestinian atmosphere stimulates wisdom (Baba Ba- 

thra f. 158, a). This is a literal translation and an English 
rendition of a Talmudic shibboleth and a Rabbinic slogan, which 
turned an incentive for the furtherance of knowledge and the 
spread of learning within the bounds and limits of selected 
quarters and chosen confines. The watchword, however, logical 
and philological, would undergo an elastic treatment and become 
somewhat flexible. Taking the passage at issue for its face 
value, supplying it with a liberal interpretation and granting it 
a wider scope, it might create the following legend: 

The environments of the Land of Israel are instrumental 
in the dissemination of science. In this instance it will outlive 
the narrow regions of an Asiatic country, enlarging the boun- 
daries and expanding the division, far and wide. History re- 
peats itself. Laban and Potiphar received the blessings of the 
Lord, because Jacob and Joseph sojourned with them. On the 
other hand, Spain and Portugal, formerly wealthy and prosperous 
lands in Europe, dropped to insignificant positions in interna- 
tional politics, paying this wise heavy fines for their ill-treatment 
of the Jews, some four centuries ago. 

Bialystok, likewise, harbored a numerically strong force of 
Jews, whose lore and learning reigned supreme, for generations 
and ages. Hundreds of years ago, it was the property of a Polish 
magnate, known under the appellation of Sara Seida, whose 
monument still graces the square of the neighboring city of 
Tikocin. The latter being the older sister, the owner of the 
cities ordered a force of skilled working men to shape Bialystok’s 
edifices and form its public structures after the manner and 
fashion of the Tikocin edifications. Accordingly, the stores on 
the market place and the Synagogue on the sacred square are 
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close copies of the Tikocin buildings, while the Bialystok streets, 
alleys, parks and public places may rank with similar institu- 
tions of any European city. Its prehistoric days being nebulous 
and obscure, the records having been lost sight of, it is known, 
nevertheless, that for some time it was annexed to the neighbor- 
ing Prussian province. The treaty of Tilsit, formed in 1797, 
restored Bialystok to Poland, becoming part of the Russian 
Empire in 1832, at the suppression of the Polish insurrection. 
Printing plants being but few in the Muscovite dominion, Bialy- 
stok enjoyed the privilege of having one, publishing religious and 
Hebrew books. In spite of becoming an exclusively Russian 
town, it turned cosmopolitan, people from all lands flocking 
thither, speaking Polish, Lithuanian, German, French and 
Yiddish, to the detriment of the very Russian tongue and at its 
expense. Manufacturing industries developing to a stupendous 
extent and mills for woolen and cotton goods filling every street 
and avenue, Bialystok turned next in importance to St. Peters- 
burg, Moscow, Warsaw and Lodz; while in western Europe it 
equals Manchester in England. Educational institutions being at 
a premium in Russia, Bialystok proved exceptional, indeed, there 
being a Real School, a Girls’ High School and schools of lower 
rank and file. Bialystok produced a host of Rabbis, scientists, 
journalists and Zionists; and as for the men of the arts and 
crafts, and in the legal and medical professions, their number 
was legion. Some, indeed, may be mentioned for encourage- 
ment and incentive: Rabbi Wolf of the Maroth Hatzoboth, 
Rabbi Samuel of the Bigdei Yesha, Rabbi Lipman Halperin of 
the Oneg Yom-Tove, Rabbi Abraham Kleinerman, compiler and 
publisher of the works of Elijah, the Genius of Wilno, and Rabbi 
Israel Heller, the Pinsker Elui, father of the writer of these 
lines; A. B. Gottlober of the Haboker-Or, Lazar Atlats of the 
Hakarem; Hayim Selig Slonimsky, editor of the Hazephirah, 
and the celebrated astronober ; M. M. Dolitzky, poet and novelist, 
at present at Denver, Colorado; and last, but not least, Dr. 
Ludowic L. Zammenoff, the creator of Esperanto. 

With the beginning of the eighties of the last century, when 
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pogroms and massacres made the Jew’s life unbearable in Russia, 
a wholesale Jewish emigration began in earnest. Jews of Bialy- 
stok followed suit and went to Paris, Antwerp and London, 
the bulk, however, proceeded to New York; while some of them 
took a liking to Canada, going as far as Montreal, Winnipeg 
and Toronto. Neither were the other colonies overlooked, and 
in this very town of Glace Bay flourishes a number of men from 
Bialystok, namely the brothers Ein, Gold, Marcus and many 
others, who are loyal Canadians and devotional Jews. 


XV. 
COMMENDABLE WORK OF JEWISH WOMEN 


HERE has existed for the last three years a Ladies’ Society, 

under the title of Verband von Juedishe Frauen fuer Cultur- 
Arbeit in Eretz-Israel, with headquarters in Berlin, the German 
metropolis, of the activities of which the people of both, con- 
tinental Europe and the United States of America, are neither 
informed nor enlightened, and an outline of the work and a 
survey of the accomplishments may stimulate some, indeed, and 
interest others, likewise, in the emulation and copy of the achieve- 
ments and undertakings of the society and its generous work. 

Jewish women never rush into print, neither seek for 
notoriety, nor look for publicity. They do not want to beat the 
drum and proclaim on the highways and byways the good they 
do and the noble influence they exercise. Originally, the Verband 
undertook the dissemination of culture and the spread of 
knowledge. Soon, however, they found out that the problem 
of food and the dilemma of drink became more perssing and 
assumed larger dimensions than intelligence, integrity and refine- 
ment. Women in Palestine lack the willingness, desire and 
ability to perform menial labor and servile work. There are in- 
deed innumerable schools and high schools where girls learn all 
sorts of languages, French and English included. But the girls 
are never given any lessons in domestic science and culinary 


exercises, 
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Again, womanly tenderness and feminine passion qualify 
the members of the sex for positions as nurses, sisters and 
matrons in hospitals, homes and orphanages, provided, however, 
they receive special trainings and particular instructions to pass 
muster and fit suitably in the responsible callings and the hon- 
orable positions. To fill this gap is the aim, scope and purpose 
of the Verband. Local women failing to assume the duties and 
obligations of sisters and nurses for want of preparation and 
lack of training, the Berlin Verband supplies the deficiency, 
sending them from home to the Holy Land for the performance 
of the missions of sisterhood, nursing and matronage. 

The Verband, moreover, opened in the city of Jaffa, Pales- 
tine, a school for embroidery, calisthencis and Hebrew, the 
graduates of which being able to work, and make in the neigh- 
borhood of six Francs per week, which is considered good wages, 
according to the local interpretation of capital and labor. At 
the same time the girls, the disciples of this model school, become 
physically developed and religiously elevated. Jerusalem, like- 
wise, harbors a goodly number of schools with similar tendencies 
and identical curricula, while the Bezallel school, corresponding 
somewhat with our Polytechnics, counts over fifty girl-embroid- 
erers on its roster. Tiberias, another Palestinian town with a 
considerable Jewish population, will soon possess an embroidery 
school as well. 

The needle works of these schools have a flourishing market 
in Berlin, the demand of which grows rapidly, almost to such 
an extent as to have local Teutons endeavoring imitations; the 
buyers, however, know a good thing when they see it and refuse 
to be fooled. The shortage of funds hampers the Society’s 
progress, however, and at a recent meeting, the advisability of 
raising the dues and soliciting co-operation was earnestly debated 
on, resulting in the affirmative and inviting press and pulpit to 
help the cause and enlist willing workers as recruits in the service 
of the Lord and the ladies. . 

In addition to the previously mentioned schools, the Verband 
contemplates the institution of schools for horticulture and flori- 
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culture both, for maidens and matrons. Palestinian products, as 
a matter of record, are always given predilection in any Euro- 
pean market, but then the financial depression makes itself badly 
felt. Women as a rule, with some rare exceptions, have no 
money of their own, continuously left to depend on the mercy 
and kindness of the husbands, who give them but occasionally 
free access to their coffers, because of which they turn frugal 
and economic, waiting, rather, for the good Samaritan to appear 
on the surface and render assistance. 

The president of the Verband is a young woman of culture, 
education and refinement. She was born, reared and raised 
amidst opulence and luxury, married a young attorney who is 
also a son of wealthy parents, having a large clientele, in addi- 
tion. It goes without saying that they live in a palatial mansion 
and attend concerts, theatres, masquerades and balls, enjoying 
life to their hearts’ content. Yet she busies herself, time and 
again, with the receiving and distributing of the Palestinian 
embroideries, looking for customers, sending advertisements and 
writing letters. At the last meeting, however, she asked for a 
substitute, announcing her readiness to take a trip to Palestine, 
for the observation of local conditions, in general, and the Ver- 
band’s establishments, in particular. She has, in addition, an 
intense yearning to visit the Holy Land of Israel, her Fatherland. 

The stenographer recording these tidings for the New York 
Jewish Daily News, a Juedish evening paper, happened to raise 
her eyes at the mention of “Fatherland,” the German’s constant 
slogan, and noticed the hue of crimson covering the fair presi- 
dent’s face, the result of an intense emotion and her innermost 
desire for the visit to the ancestral possessions, manifesting thus 
her ardency and devotion to Zionism and its teachings, her 
German birth and Berlin training notwithstanding. Heinrich 
Heine, the German-Jewish poet-laureate, considered Judaism a 
curse, whereas this rich girl is fond of Eretz Israel, her land, 
and prefers going thither than taking part in European pleasures 
and revelries. Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis., And 
Yeszcho Polska ni sgniela! 
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XVI. 
CONSTANTINE IVANOWITZ SCHAPIRO 


USHIY AH, a publication society, with headquarters in 
Warsaw, Poland, aiming towards the spread and diffusion 
of Jewish history, culture and renaissance, collected and edited 
recently the writings and poems of C. I. Schapiro, the apostate, 
Broad-minded and latitudinarian, the Jews always manifest 
leniency and exhibit mildness towards deserters and renegades, 
forgetting and forgiving the faults and shortcomings of Heine, 
Boerne, Spinoza, Beaconsfield and Chvolson. Books and works 
of these worthies are part and parcel of Judaica and treated 
with reverence and esteem, almost on a par with the Bible, 
Talmud and the Codices. The reasons are ostensible and the 
causes obvious. Social, economic or other conditions of import 
prompted the unfortunate desertions and the unlucky apostasies, 
the masters of the gloomy situations being, indeed, considered 
martyrs and their disreputed masterpieces are but objects rather 
of pity than censure. This is neither new nor novel within the 
ranks and files of professing Israel. God Himself, who par- 
doned iniquitous Israel, when the latter substituted a golden calf 
for their true God, manifested the precedent, and the Rabbis of 
old inserted a clause in the Atonement’s prayers which admits 
to synagogue and public worship all the stray sheep and the 
lost members of the Hebrew faith. 

Schapiro, therefore, deserves all the more to be studied and 
known by his former co-religionists, as his poems, written in 
Hebrew, as they were, disclosed, time and again, the author’s 
misery, tortures, agonies and sufferings over the wretched step 
he had taken in changing the national colors and decorating 
himself with feathers that turned but fetters and shamrocks that 
became shackles, chains and pinions. 

C. I. Schapiro was born in the year of 1840, at the city of 
Grodno, Russian Lithuania, of Jewish parents of some consider- 
able means. Mendelson’s novelties and German influences crossed 
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the frontiers and made tremendous inroads in Galicia, Poland 
and Lithuania. Jewish youths and maidens took to schooling, 
education and knowledge, the parents, however, feared these 
foreign plants and alien invasions, considering them venomous 
for the spirit and poisonous for the soul, causing thus disagree- 
ments, strifes and breaches in many a household, that of 
Schapiro’s making no exception. 

The genial and promising youth overcame all parental 
impediments and paternal obstructions to such an enormous ex- 
tent as to pave his own way for the university in the capital of 
St. Petersburg. But there the trouble began in real earnestness. 
His parents absolutely refused to help or assist their struggling 
son, who had to pass many a foodless day and many a sleepless 
night, for lack of provision and want of shelter. Moreover, his 
heartless and cruel father refused to send Schapiro his passport, 
without which one could hardly remain in the metropolis or 
pursue any vocation within its confines. 

Besides his ambition for knowledge and wisdom, Schapiro 
qualified himself as an artistic photographer, which occupation, 
however, would yield him no dividends, at that time, in the Mus- 
covité’s capital. In his desperation and helplessness he resorted to 
all sorts of work, becoming at one time a snow sweeper, during 
the work of which he fell senseless, being overcome by hard 
labor, intense cold and continuous hunger. An aged woman, 
who eked out a poor livelihood for herself and daughter by 
washing, scrubbing and doing all sorts of odd jobs, befriended 
the misfortuned Jew and kept him in her house until his com- 
plete recovery. Perhaps out of sheer gratitude to his benefac- 
tress, Schapiro fell in love with her daughter, changing his 
religion in the bargain, the woman professing the Greek Catholic 
Orthodox faith. In times of destitute, despair and hopelessness, 
forsaken and neglected by kith and kin, small wonder then that 
the sense of gratefulness overtook his noble soul and prompted 
him to make that desperate step which, however, turned dis- 
astrous for his entire life. Having imbibed love for his people 
and devotion to their religion, Schapiro could never become 
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content with an alien god, strange dogmas and antagonistic 
principles. 

In the early eighties, Schapiro’s name was widely known 
among both, Gentiles and Jews, having acquired fame as an 
artistic photographer and assisting his former co-religion- 
ists financially and morally. He devoted his spare hours and 
leisure time to the writing of Hebrew poetry, the minor key, 
the wailing of Juda, the sufferings of his former brethren and 
his own tortures filling the sentences, phrases, passages and 
words of his poetical outbursts. The massacres of the Jews, the 
latter’s continual emigration and the formation of Zionist Socie- 
ties lent color and tincture to Schapiro’s muse, prompting the 
poet’s temporal forgetfulness of his conversion to the dominating 
faith at the expense of his ancestral inheritance. He went even as 
far as to consider the practicability of dissolving local trades 
and occupations and going to Palestine for a permanent settle- 
ment, so as to resume his former religion, once again. But then 
he fell in disfavor with the leaders of the then aspiring Zionists 
known as Hobebei Zion, who would not accept Schapiro’s 
monetary contribution towards the Zionist Fund, giving no rea- 
son, cause, text and pretext for their somewhat arbitrary action. 
And to add fuel to the flame, a young scribbler attacked fero- 
ciously Schapiro and his poetry. These, added to other un- 
pleasantries and dissatisfactions, fearing his Christian wife and 
children and mistrusting the Jews, his former kinsmen, prompted 
almost his hermitage and seclusion. 

It settled so badly on his mind that he became mentally 
unbalanced, dreading continually his own shadow, picturing to 
himself the day when he would depart from the terrestrial re- 
gions, bound for unknown quarters. He intensely abhorred the 
funeral ceremonies, the mourning march and the church bells! 

Schapiro’s poems and poetry are masterpieces of an extra- 
ordinary kind, fearing no censure, criticism or judgment; be- 
cause of which he should certainly be brought back to his people 
and his God, once again, Rabbi Meir of the Talmudic fame being 
responsible for such a statement (Shekels iii, 3). 
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XVII. 


THE CONTEMPLATION OF A UNIVERSITY IN 
JERUSALEM 


(Published in the Post-Telegram of Camden, N. J., 
Wednesday, March 13, 1912) 


ESPITE all hindrances, obstacles and oppositions, there is 
something on foot in the historic city of Jerusalem—a 

university is on the brink of establishment in the town of David, 
Solomon and Isaiah. Of course, like all beginnings, this adven- 
ture confronts hardships and difficulties, but then, where there 
is a will there is a way, and past experiences and previous at- 
tempts turn down all doubts and augur well for a successful 
future. 

The gymnasium in Jaffa had to wrestle with similar obstruc- 
tions, demanding enormous sacrifices and hazardous ventures, 
conquering at last and triumphing completely, owing to the 
determination and steadfastness of the promoters and initiators. 
Making accounts without their hosts, the enthusiastic pioneers 
never knew surrounding opinions and universal sentiments, favor 
and disfavor, sympathy and antipathy, assistance and condemna- 
tion equally appeared on the surface and balanced the weights. 
But then the good Samaritan appeared at last in the person of 
the staunch and faithful Zionist, Mr. Moser, of Bradford, Eng- 
land, who donated liberally to the realization and establishment 
of the Hebrew gymnasium. 

Zionism indeed is a force to reckon with, never spurred by 
philanthropy, neither inspired by one’s desire to die within a 
stone’s throw of the ancient sepulchres of the kings, prophets, 
judges and sages, nor encouraged by Russian disabilities, Rou- 
manian discriminations and Galician misery; Zionism is an 
independent institution, its very syllables, characters and letters 
create miracles, form novelties and spell actions, deeds and 
achievements. The Jewish points, the inner impulses, the eternal 
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inclinations, the inward feelings, are indeed animated by Zionism 
and its various flexibilities and elasticities, the antagonism, hatred 
and animosity of the marranos, traitors and crypto-Jews not- 
withstanding. 

The handful of Jews that strove towards the institution and 
the erection of the gymnasium and succeeded in its achievement 
are perhaps unaware of the unestimated good they rendered the 
movement and its ramified branches. Vox populi, vox Det; 
when turned into activities and doings, the results are assured 
and the consequences satisfactory. Granting, as the adversaries 
have it, the gymnasium’s curriculum lacks perfection, its methods 
are inefficient and the program wants more material and extended 
subjects. But then no education, instruction or pedagogical 
principles can magnify of completion and boast of satisfaction, 
boards of educators are continually at work on the solution of 
problems and the adjustment of complications, endeavoring thus 
to launch the salvation and introduce a redemption. 

Suffice it is to admit that the gymnasium is not only an 
established fact for itself and its illustrious mission, but it ex- 
panded and gave birth to the Polytechnical School in Haifa, in . 
the destinies of which no less a person than Jacob H. Schiff, the 
American financiar, merchant prince and railroad magnate, 
became deeply interested and endowed it elaborately. Had the 
Zionist leaders begun their Palestinian experiments without the 
Polytechnical labors they could never have enlisted American 
funds in Oriental ventures of a pure and simple philanthropic 
origin and extremely dubious goal. In fact, not on bread alone 
lives a man, and the discussion and debates as to the Hebrew 
tongue as a medium of transmission in the Polytechnic Institute 
owes its pedigree and ancestry to the gymnasium, demonstrating 
as the latter did the possibility and practicability of such a drastic 
innovation and such a revolutionary accomplishment. 

Going from strength to strength, slowly but surely, a uni- 
versity would indeed accomplish the activities of the gymnasium 
and perfect the toil of the Polytechnic. Dr. Israel Abrahams, of 
Cambridge fame, advocated recently in the London Jewish 
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Chronicle the need and necessity of a university in Jerusalem. 
Now there is a rumor of four hundred thousand dollars offered 
for the University by David Sasson, an Indian Jew, with finan- 
cial operations in Bombay and London! God is indeed good 
to us! 


XVIII. 


CONVENTION OF THE SMALLER ACTIONS 
COMMITTEE 


HE Smaller Actions Committee or the Hobebei Zion gath- 

ered recently, in the city of Odessa, a Russian port on the 
Black Sea, to discuss Zionistic affairs, Palestinian problems, 
modern movements and late innovations. There were two hun- 
dred delegates and one thousand visitors, all eager to listen to 
the reports, participate in the proceedings and rejoice in the prog- 
ress. Prof. M. M. Usishkin presided, telling in the course of his 
address of the deliberations, advancements and achievements of 
the national move, Zionist gain and the pioneers’ successes, how 
the colonies increase, the settlements multiply and Jews become 
ensconced in their former home, once again. The Bezallel 
school in Jerusalem, the Hebrew Gymnasium in Jaffa and the 
Polytechnical College in Haifa will indeed hasten the fulfillment 
of the prophecies of the Law going forth from Zion and the 
’ Words of the Lord from Jerusalem. The Zionist program, the 
speaker continued, is the furthering of Jewish colonization, fos- 
tering of Jewish mechanics, artists and craftsmen, and the re- 
vival of the Hebrew tongue. 

Memorial services were conducted for the souls of the dem- 
ised members, paying tributes to their respective works and 
accomplishments. There were a few uncomplimentary remarks 
thrown in the direction of the various committees, national 
leaders and universal powers-that-be, holding them responsible 
for the lukewarmness of the masses, indifference of the younger 
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elements and apathy of the growing generation towards Zion and 
its mission, Palestine and its message and the Holy Land and 
its gospel. Not only the Russian, Roumanian and Galician Jews 
emigrate to all parts of the world but Palestine, even the latter’s 
natives of Jewish parentage forsake their home, fields and kins- 
men and go to America, Africa and Australia in quest of riches 
and in search of fortunes. 

The accused men defended their positions as they did, that 
pecuniary prospects and monetary mania can hardly be averted 
by mere advice and sheer counsel, hoping, however, for better 
conduct and satisfactory deportment in the future, when the 
newly established institutions will send forth their graduates, who 
will have imbibed higher ideas, loftier conceptions, better 
opinions and superior tendencies, abhorring materialistic conti- 
nents, prosaic America and stagnant states. And to cap the 
climax, the chairman showed the statistical data for the last five 
years, disclosing the facts of the rise of the Jewish populace from 
20,000 to 75,000, the emigration of a few youngsters from Pales- 
tine to Occidental countries notwithstanding. 

Attention was called then to the colonies, which are exposed 
to privations and deprivations, the owners neither being able to 
cultivate themselves nor possessing sufficient means and media 
to hire Jewish hands for the farming and agricultural work. 
The formation of an Agrarian Bank was motioned by one of 
the delegates and seconded almost unanimously, pointing to the 
fact that the lack of funds and the want of money hinders 
exceedingly the agriculture in the Ottoman Empire, but with 
loans on instalment, through small rates and easy payments, the 
colonization may assume extensive proportions, resulting benefi- 
cially to both, the colonists and the backers of the Agrarian Bank. 

It was proposed to send agricultural specialists to all parts 
of Russia, propagate the schemes and plans of Palestinian col- 
onization, show its stability, usefulness and necessity for a 
people who is but a step-child among the children, a scapegoat 
for the native population and a source of income to the police, 
gendarmery and secret service men; and, above all, make prom- 
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ises of extending aid and assistance, instruction and enlighten- 
ment, guidance and guardage, when permanently established on 
their own places of safety, security and perpetuity. 


The last speaker suggested to add to the gymnasium, poly- 
technics and university some few farm schools and agricultural 
colleges, so as to spread the theoretical knowledge as well as the 
practical one among the sons and the daughers of the Jewish 
colonists. 


XIX. 
COUNT TOLSTOI AND ZIONISM 


HE ancient, sagacious and experienced people, the Jews, 

having successfully passed ali the maladies and diseases that 
humanity at large is heir to, is manifesting, recently, symptoms 
of undergoing a series of supposedly uncured disabilities. The 
desire for dominion, longing for government, thirst for a flag 
and yearning for military effulgence have rejuvenated of late 
within the midst of this peculiar people. It appears, however, 
that but an insignificant part of the Jews is infested with this 
hankering for a regeneration, which spells material ruin and 
fosters moral defect. It is but a handful of degenerates, who 
are blinded by European glories and imperial splendor. 


Zionistic leaders are unconsciously heaping blunders upon 
blunders by their separations from the rest of mankind, inducing, 
likewise, others to pursue similar courses, under the pretext of 
illusionary notions and deluding impositions. They sound the 
trumpet and beat the drum, time and again, that the Zion move 
is a national inclination impelled by psychic forces, revolting, 
simultaneously, against successive oppressions and constant per- 
secutions, which menaced the people for fully eighteen centuries, 
stopping but their atrocious operations at some short intervals, 
only to have them revived, once again, with more brutality and 
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extensive barbarism. And because of these uncertainties they, 
the leaders, say that Zion is the only salvation, Zion will become 
once more the panacea for her erstwhile children and quondam 
offshoots, Zion being the harbinger of great events, historical 
antiquities and a grandiloquent past. 


There is a rumor afloat of a Zionist preacher, who spoke 
on his hobby in the City of Tula, at the latter’s Synagogue, 
where, among other sayings, he is reported to have said the 
following: “Let us go to Palestine; there we will observe the 
stone that Jacob utilized as a pillow and tread the very path 
that Abraham has travelled in the course of his wanderings.” 


Now, that preacher forgets that all nations cannot turn 
out archaeologians, one bright morning, and become an exploring 
expedition or an excavating party. The stone of one Patriarch 
and the path trodden by the other may hardly be taken as incen- 
tives to check one’s business, quit one’s home and forsake one’s 
country, even if the latter is but a step-mother. Afflicted inces- 
santly and tortured mercilessly, hundreds and thousands of Jews 
migrate every year, bound for America, where conditions are 
favorable and local co-religionists extend relief and succor. Yet, 
multitudes of them, intensified by internal devotion to the place 
of birth, childhood and youth, return, every now and then, irre- 
spective of the cruelties and carnage that await them. But to 
say this of Zion, that there are national memories and racial 
recollections which bind the old mother to the present day Jews 
and vice versa, is but nonsensical and erroneous. Why, if this 
be the case, what made them wait 1800 years for a national 
rebirth and a people’s reunion? There have been opportunities 
in former times as well as there are now, and if not, why then 
was there no will, which might have brought about the way, as 
It was always the case? 


The fact, however, is obvious and the reason thereof osten- 
sible, nevertheless. The people as a unit never deluded itself 
with visions, dreams and deceptions of a regenerated Zion and 
a repopulated Palestine, neither does it now, but for a few hot- 
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heads here, office-seekers there and visionary dreamers every- 
where. Political divisions, geographical lines, territorial zones, 
monarchic segregations and boundary limits are glaring omis- 
sions in its voluminous vocabularies. The Jews divorced them- 
selves once from Monarchy, Empire and Kingdom, never to 
resume them any more. And this is how it came to pass: 

During the siege of Jerusalem, Rabbi Ben Zackai succeeded 
in procuring his egress from the city to see Wespassianus, the 
commanding general of the Roman forces. The general accorded 
the rabbi a splendid reception, promising to comply with all his 
wishes. Stimulated by such a courteous treatment, the sage 
asked but the release of Yabneh and its places for study and 
learning. The Roman soldier must have become dumbfounded 
at the rabbi’s insignificant quest, reducing almost his eminent 
authority in pleading such a trivial unnecessity. Zackai, how- 
ever, was subtle and keen. He knew his people, their effects 
and defects. The Jew’s country is his book and the written 
pages is his fatherland. Soil, ground, land, territory and country 
may evolve national complications and international conflicts, 
the book will not. Nations perish, countries decay, but the Jew 
and his Bible are still surviving to tell the tale of woe and the 
horrors of the sword and the spear, through the purgatory 
monstrosities of which both, Bible and Jew, came out sound and 
healthy. 

Absorbed in this particular book of his, the Jew perhaps 
missed the modern inventions, late discoveries and recent inge- 
nuities, as steam power, electric force and magnetic spell. But 
then these novelties caused more grief than good, evil than 
weal and pain than pleasure. The black smoke as part and 
parcel of the steam obscures the blue heavens, filling the air with 
vaporing fumes in addition. The magnetic net-works carry with 
devilish swiftness destruction and desolation from one end of 
the globe to the other. The electric plants became worthy 
accessories to executionary henchmen in criminal operations and 
murderous perpetrations. The Bible, on the other hand, the 
Jew’s hand-book, is lofty and uplifting, interesting and instruc- 
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tive, impressive and inspiring, idealistic and altruistic, teaching 
universal democracy, human uniformity and equality of man- 
kind; the world as the common property of all its inhabitants, 
with One Father above as the Master of the whole. 

And now come these Zionists and create a state of chaos 
and confusion, thus deviating from the ancestral path, the 
Biblical current, the Jewish spirit. 

“Let us gather all our forces into Zion,” they say, “thence 
shall come forth the Law.” These leaders, apparently, changed 
positions with God Almighty, inasmuch as they want but the 
racial Jews as the nuclei for Zion’s transplantation, after which 
by Zion’s crucible and by Providential assistance they will turn 
religious as well. Moreover, these pretenders on the Godly 
throne in Holy Zion create childish colonial banks, congresses, 
actions committees, meetings, that resemble children’s gather- 
ings, charters, when nobody wants them. Beholding these trivial 
frivolities, the better classes, the more sensible, the intellectuals, 
the upper crust and the Rabbis abhor this Zionist movement. 
The advocates of Zionism maintain that the later has risen, a 
reawakening, a self-consciousness, a national integrity. Facts, 
however, disapprove of it. 

And as for the purported Jewish progress, that some en- 
deavor to deduce from their Congressional Assemblies, the close 
student of human nature is actually experiencing the reverse. 
The Zionists are more retrogressive than any modern European 
or American, Seeing military displays, naval parades and mas- 
sive armaments of which modern nations flourish, they, the 
Zionist leaders, turned jealous and, as a worthy emulation and 
true copy, launched the “Judenstaat.” But then Europe and 
America both, or, at least, their thinkers, savants and philoso- 
phers, are up in arms against military exploits, naval brilliancies 
and international hostilities. 

The best ideal of the better classes of intellectual humanity 
is tending towards a united brotherhood of the entire mankind, 
with identical station on God’s unseparated terrestrial expanse. 
Whereas the Zionists saunter upon us, making capital of that 
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rusty notion of segregation and division, under the cover of 
progress. We are not instituting searches for new countries 
any more; but we are continuelly looking for men of acumen 
and subtlety, light and lore, love and devotion; loving the 
neighbor and devout to God. 


XX. 
COUNT TOLSTOI’S FALLACIES 


OME few months ago, the writer related to the Post-Tele- 

gram of Count Tolstoi’s views and expressions on modern 
Zionism, which, indeed, are antagonistic toward the movement 
and inimical to its spread, heaping, in addition, abuses upon the 
promoters and misquoting, in augmentation, authorities of both, 
olden times and present days. Your correspondent, right there 
and then, rebuked on the margin the Russian nobleman’s ideas 
and conceptions, differing widely as they do from those of your 
humble servant, a staunch Zionist. 

The ancient scribes and olden sages are held in reverence by 
all men, irrespective of their beliefs, persuasions, ideals and 
ideas, their own principles, doctrines and theories to the contrary 
notwithstanding. Thus, Jacob, in the course of his departure 
from Laban, grants tributary homage to the latter’s deities (Gen- 
esis xxxi. 5). Moses inculcates the prophecies of the Pagan 
Bilam into his Pentateuch (Numbers xxiii-xxiv), having been 
given in the Talmud the name of the Portions of Bilam (Baba 
Bathra f. 15, b). Jeremiah inoculates a foreign passage into 
his Book (Jeremiah x, 11). And the Rabbis exercised leniency 
toward a controversy of a mere academic character (Ethics v, 
20). 

Firmly believing and fully trusting that the readers of the 
Post-Telegram constitute an intelligent and integral class of 
ladies and gentlemen, who remember their readings and mem- 
orize their studies, the correspondent will mention but once or 
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twice Tolstoi’s misconceptions and misconstructions, so as to 
make the refutations stronger and the confutations the more 
emphatic. 

Speaking of the rank and file of the Zionist movement, 
Tolstoi takes it for granted that but a mere handful of degen- 
erate and disabled Jews are the only promoters of Zionism, 
unaware of the fact that the Orthodox Jews, all the world over, 
numbering many millions, pray thrice daily for the restoration 
of Zion, return to Jerusalem, resettlement of Palestine and the 
rejuvenation of the nation. The counting process should have 
been known to the noble Count, that out of Russia’s seven 
millions of Jews, fully six millions are Zionists, avowed or 
cryptic, but Zionists all the same. 

Tolstoi accuses the Zionists of separation and clannishness, 
keeping themselves aloof from the rest of mankind, Jews and 
Gentiles alike, forgetting as he does that Nordau and Zangwill, 
conspicuous figures in the Zionist ranks, “Two sons of Yizhar 
that stand by the Lord” (Zechariah iv, 14), married out of the 
fold, which spells fusion with a vengeance! 

The Count further ridicules the Tulane Rabbi, who propa- 
gated the going to Palestine for the mere sake of observing the 
stone that substituted for Jacob’s pillow and discovering the path 
trodden by Abraham, in the course of his nomadic pursuits. The 
preacher, however, deserves, rather, esteem than contempt, these 
being, indeed, intuitions and incentives for posterity as well as 
they were for the ancestors, in various times and different 
climes. As a matter of fact, the Rabbi’s outbursts are neither 
new nor inventive, the Psalmist superseded him both, with the 
stone and the path: “Thy servants hold dear its stones and 
cherish its very dust” (Psalms cii, 15). And Jehudah Halevi, 
Israel’s sweet singer in Moorish Spain, forsook his European 
home and went to Palestine to kiss the stones, and lick the 
ground, composing at the same time his Zionnade which became 
part and parcel of the Dirges for the Fasting Day of the Ninth 
of Ab. 

Tolstoi quotes Rabbi Johanan ben Sackai, who, during the 
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siege of Jerusalem, succeeded in crossing the frontier, to visit 
the enemy’s camp, secured an audience with the Commanding 
General and asked for the safety of Jamneh and its institutions 
of learning; from which instance one may infer that the Rabbi 
purposely failed to ask for land or flag, Israel having lost them 
forever, there and then. Tolstoi, however, at this juncture, dis- 
plays his ignorance of the Talmudic wisdom and his lack of 
knowledge of Jewish history. Johanan ben Sackai asked, like- 
wise, for the preservation of the Gamliel dynasty, which is, 
indeed, the nucleus for another power in Israel for the future. 
The Rabbi, perhaps, acted unwisely in omitting to intercede in 
behalf of the city of Jerusalem and its inhabitants, as well as 
for cessation of hostilities. But then, the Rabbi might have had 
his reasons, which have not been transmitted to posterity, though 
he was severely criticized by later Rabbis, Akiba and Joseph 
(Gitin f. 56. b). Tolstoi calls the Zionists children and their 
achievements but childish playthings. Is it because that he is 
an octogenarian that all others are but children in his estima- 
tion? Then how about Nordau who is, likewise, advanced in 
years? One is prone to turn the tables, nevertheless, and call 
Tolstoi a child, in which instance it may correspond with both 
the Latin and the Talmudic passages of Bis pueri senes (Baba 
isama fy 92. b). 


XXI. 


DAVID SUCHAVOLSKY, NOTED ZIONIST, PASSES 
AWAY 


‘y UMBLE and unostentatious, David Suchavolsky died, re- 
cently, across the ocean, in the erstwhile German, now 
Russian, city of Bialystok. Yet there were people in diverse 
lands and various countries who shed tears and mourned bitterly 
the demise of the peaceful, quiet and unassuming David Sucha- 
volsky. The deceased, as a matter of record, never published 
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any books, neither ascended the public tribunal, nor delivered 
any messages. But then, do you not think for a moment that 
inspiration and impression may find their respective habitations 
without as well as within press and pulpit, pen and tongue, 
printing machine and public rostrum? Do you really imagine 
that truth and theory must necessarily be confined to spoken 
words and written characters, never giving the heart and the 
soul chances and opportunities to carry lofty ideas, noble 
thoughts and high aspirations? 


Why, script and speech are at times too meagre and inade- 
quate to demonstrate and illustrate one’s feelings, sentiments and 
emotions. Modest and meek, sages and pundits, do not rush into 
print or parade in the front, while convictions and opinions of 
great men and greater thinkers may hardly be discoursed in 
open squares and public arenas, fearing the masses and dreading 
the uninitiated. Deep within the confines of their very hearts 
and inner souls, many geniuses and philosophers carry their 
ideals and ideas, delivering their missions and unloading their 
burdens to but chosen few, keeping the peace and turning silent 
amongst the lower classes, and the inflexible masses, knowing, 
unfortunately, full well that the bulk of the latter will never 
understand the agitation or comprehend the propaganda. Amidst 
their own kind, intelligent, intellectual and integral, they may 
turn talkative, prolific and elastic, disclosing visions, prospects 
and prophecies, to the fullest satisfaction and the utter delight 
of their colleagues, auditors and listeners. 


Such a one was David Suchavolsky. His name has been 
a source of inspiration to the Hobebai Zion and its adherents 
in the pre-Herzlian Zionism. In his very childhood, he raised 
the banner of Zion and the flag of Jerusalem. When Zion was 
but the shibboleth of the selected few and Jerusalem the slogan 
of the chosen ones, Suchavolsky joined the movement and 
became a member of the B’nai Moishe, the.Jatter being an intel- 
lectual club, the members of which constituted the better ele- 
ments of temporaneous Jewries. 
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Time and again, local intellectuals gathered together in 
Suchavolsky’s house to discuss Jewish topics, vital issues, timely 
subjects, cosmopolitanism, Nationalism, Judaism and all sorts 
of “isms.” The thinking youth and aspiring adolescence admired 
and worshipped the man and his views, notions and ideas. 

Students of the Heder and Yeshibah, where the benches 
were shaking, the floor dusty, the walls dirty, the Rabbi uncouth, 
the hostess militant, for want of means to conduct her affairs 
and run the house accordingly—students of these places learned 
and absorbed Jewish poetry, science and philosophy, studied 
conditions and imbibed environments, coming to the final con- 
clusion of one’s sacrifice and one’s adherence to the truth and 
its inflexible principles. 

Modern schools, high schools and colleges teach, indeed, all 
sorts of wisdom and prudence, the aim and scope of these Tem- 
ples of Minerva being but pecuniary gain and financial increase, 
one hardly consecrating himself to the higher pursuits and loftier 
wishes of the intellect, the spirit and the mental strivings. David 
Suchavolsky, being reared and raised in the atmosphere of the 
Jewish Ghetto, produced a better type, which created numberless 
followers and numerous disciples in and about the city and its 
adjacent suburbs, multiplying as these pupils did and moving 
far and wide to various countries, spreading thus Suchavolsky’s 
teachings and instructions among friends and relatives. 

May his soul rest in peace! 


AML 
DAVID WOLFSON, ZIONIST LEADER, PASSES AWAY 


EW YORK Yiddish exchanges announce the untimely 
demise of Herr David Wolfson, President of the Inter- 
national Federation of Zionists and founder of the Colonial Bank 
in London, who departed from this world at the age of fifty-five 
at the city of Hamburg, Germany, on Wednesday, 16th inst. 
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Born in the town of Droziani, in Russian Lithuania, Wolfson re- 
ceived his elementary education in the Heder, Yeshiba and Beth 
Hamidrash, passing all these courses at the youthful age of 13, 
the time of Bar Mitswah. 

For the lack of scholastic facilities and the want of secular 
instruction, the Russian government preferring to leave its citi- 
zens in ignorance and illiteracy, the Wolfson family removed to 
neighboring Germany, in order to afford their children European 
teaching and modern culture. David Wolfson embarked on the 
mercantile shores, becoming interested in the lumber trade. Hav- 
ing amassed a fortune, Mr. Wolfson settled in Cologne and 
engaged in the banking business. He married a noble and pious 
woman, who made an ideal helpmate. The Wolfsons decided to 
devote their time and means to philanthropic purposes and ben- 
evolential ventures. In this very nick of time, the Zionistic 
Judenstaat, by Dr. Theodore Herzl of Vienna, loomed up to the 
literary front. This was some eighteen years ago, when Rus- 
sian massacres of the Jews, German anti-Semitism and Austrian 
Juedophobia spread their pestilential plagues over Europe. “To 
your tents, O Israel,” was the national Shibboleth, and the Jew- 
ish slogan, the return to Palestine, the origin and the birthplace 
of the Jews, was propagated and agitated by pen and quill, 
tongue and lips, from press, cathedral, pulpit and rostrum. Men 
of commerce and all sorts of professions from both hemispheres 
unfurled the banner of Zionism and joined the Palestinian move- 
ment. Dr. Max Nordau in Paris, Mr. Israel Zangwill in Lon- 
don, Professor Richard Gottheil of Columbia University, New 
York, Professor Max Margolies of Berkeley University, Calif,, 
Professor J. L. Magnes of the Hebrew Union College, Cincin- 
nati, Dr. Stephen S. Wise of Portland, Oregon, Dr. Max Raisin 
of Philadelphia, Dr. S. N. Deinard of Minneapolis, Rabbi A. M. 
Ashinsky of Pittsburgh, Dr. Samuel Rabbinowitz of St. John, 
N. B., and your humble servant, the writer of these lines, took 
upon themselves to assist Herzl morally and materially. A 
Universal Congress took place at Basle, Switzerland, in the pro- 
ceedings of which Jews dressed in various garbs and speaking 
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different tongues participated. Dr. Herzl, of noble features and 
majestic carriage, undertook the task of visiting pontiffs and 
seeing potenates, David Wolfson, the merchant prince, defray- 
ing the expenses. Herzl dined with Sultan Abdul Hamid, time 
and again, the latter willing to grant the former a charter for 
the resettlement of Palestine by the Jews. Fearing, however, 
national complications and Occidental interference, Dr. Herzl 
sought the good offices of Emperor William, who promised to 
meet him at Palestine and bring the Palestinian resettlement by 
Herzl’s co-religionists to a successful issue. They met at the 
Holy City, Semite and Aryan did; treacherous William, how- 
ever, would do nothing for the Jews. Herzl broke down com- 
pletely and died soon after, in the prime of his life, at the age 
of 44, on July 10, 1904. 

Being the father of the movement, Dr. Herzl was its presi- 
dent from its beginning to his death. Dr. Nordau declining the 
honor of becoming Herzl’s successor, there was formed a trium- 
virate with Nordau as the presiding officer. Later on, however, 
Wolfson became president, for obvious reasons. The European 
conflict introduced on the wordly scenery by demoniac William 
frustrated the Zionistic hopes and Jewish aspirations for a 
while, concerning the Holy Land and its possible restoration to 
the Jews. Those of the latter who have established themselves 
in Palestine are in dire distress, for lack of food and want of 
drink. Their hunger can never be satisfied, neither can their 
thirst be quenched, since the navigation was checked and the 
shipping was put to a halt. 

David Wolfson, the philanthropist, the nobleman, the Zionist 
leader and the leader of his people, could not stand idle to see 
the anguish and hear the sufferings of his people. He suc- 
cumbed under the heavy burden and fell, a sacrifice on the 
national altar! May his soul rest in peace! 
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XXIII. 
DR. BEN-ZION MOSINSON IN NEW YORK 


R. BEN-ZION MOSINSON, the dean of the Hebrew 
Gymnasium at Jaffa, Palestine, is visiting this cuntry, in 
the interest of the institution in his charge. New York, the 
American metropolis and the Jewish Mecca, gave the distin- 
guished visitor a splendid reception. Cooper Union Hall was 
filled to tis capacity, the other night, when the announcement of 
Dr. Mosinson’s address to his co-religionists appeared in the 
local press. Dr. Harry Friendenwald, a prominent ophthalmolo- 
gist of Baltimore, and honorary president of the American 
Federation of Zionists, presided. Introducing the speaker, the 
Baltimorean related of his own experiences in the Holy Land, 
during his visit there, details of which have been given in the 
Post-Telegram, some months ago, by the writer of these items. 

Friedenwald told of the striking parallel he witnessed 
between the older and the younger generations, the former com- 
ing but with the main purpose of dying and being buried in the 
sanctified soil, whereas the growing element strives for life, 
vitality, education and culture, men of the type of Mosinson 
bringing the salvation and fostering the redemption. 

At the mention of Mosinson’s name all present arose to 
render homage and pay tribute to the visitor and his pioneering 
work in the Holy Land. Cheered by the plaudits, Dr. Mosinson 
began with the recently alleged statement of the animosity dis- 
played by the Young Turks to the Jews, in general, and toward 
their occupation of Turkish possessoins, in particular. He 
stated that this was absurd, being but given by the anti-Jewish 
potencies, so as to injure Jewish colonization of the Holy Land 
and to retard the opening up of new avenues for Jewish 
endeavor, venture and undertaking. Dr. Mosinson told of the 
contemplated project of construction of railways in various sec- 
tions of the land, by means of which there ‘will be traveling 
facilities open to continental countries of Europe, Asia and 
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Africa, stimulating thus the cultivation and improvement of vast 
portions of barren ground, the brawn and brains of new settlers 
being in sore need, and Jews as such might turn the best for the 
occasion and the fittest for the conditions. Arabs and Turks 
lacking both, in initiative and numbers, while Europeans are 
feared by the natives, for obvious reasons. 

The doctor, in the course of his remarks, said that he 
thought the reverse was the case, the Jews were antagonistic to 
Palestine and its colonization, their lukewarmness, indifference 
and apathy lending towards this direction, millions of dollars 
are being invested in all kinds of enterprises and undertakings, 
but there is not a copper offered for Palestinian renovations. 
Thousands of men sacrifice their lives for their respective pseudo- 
fatherlands and stepmother-countries, but none has a drop of 
blood to spare for Eretz Israel, the genuine fatherland, the true 
mother country. Where there is a will there is a way; there 
are immense tracts of land waiting for willing hands and tilling 
implements to fertilize and fructify. With the increase of immi- 
gration and multiplication of settlers, there will certainly spring 
up markets for the bartering, exchanging and selling of the 
produce, fruit and vegetables, necessitating the introduction of 
stores and shops with keepers and supervisors to handle the 
material and deposit the money in safety. These transactions 
will stimulate in turn industry and trades, arts and crafts, com- 
merce and labor, helping both the alien and the native; the slug- 
gish and the lazy Arab becoming envious of the thrifty and 
enduring Jew, dispelling his idleness and developing his better 
characteristics and fairer qualities. 

Concerning the treatment of the Jews in Palestine, the 
speaker had nothing but praises and laudations for the Ottoman 
government, the colonists practically ruling themselves on auton- 
omous foundations, appointing their own judges, sheriffs, police 
and council. Peace and harmony reign supreme continually, 
giving the latter worthies no chances whatever for the discharge 
of their respective missions and exercises of their singular com- 
missions, differing thus widely from their brethren in other 


64 The Coming of Shiloh 
eer 
parts of the globe, whose dissatisfactions and discontents call 
for outward pressure and foreign interference. ° 


Dr. Mosinson gave a lucid description of the mould, clay 
and materials of the Palestinian agriculturists, which deserve 
respect and emulation. Men and women with college training 
and university education reduce themselves to the humble stages 
and low states of common workingmen and ordinary day laborer, 
tending to sheep and patrolling houses and fields, all night, all 
because of the lofty impulses and superior ideas of a rejuve- 
nated land and a restored home. Like Jehudah Halevi, the 
Jewish poet-laureate of the Twelfth Century, who left his Span- 
ish homestead for the Holy Land to worship its very ground 
and kiss the ancestral monuments, the modern Halevis left their 
respective abodes in continental Europe for Pethah Tikwah, 
Rishion L’Zion and Zikhron Jacob, tilling the ground and culti- 
vating the soil, their profuse tears of joy and gladness moisten- 
ing the unfertilized acres, time and again. Jehudah Halevi, 
tradition has it, was killed on the spot, while prostrated on the 
saintly ground, by a zealotic Arab. Now, however, the Consti- 
tution looks after the welfare and the safety of all the various 
nationalities in the Turkish Empire alike, irrespective of creed, 
religion, persuasion, race, clan or tribe; and no Arab will run 
the risk of following his ancestral crimes, fearing punishment 
and dreading justice. 


The speaker dwelt lengthily upon the Hebrew tongue, which 
turned almost the medium of speech among the colonists and 
their children, causing thus the necessity of the Hebrew Gym- 
nasium, in the interests of which Dr. Mosinson undertook his 
trip to this country. Zionists and non-Zionists approved of his 
venture and helped it along both morally and financially, Mr, 
Jacob H. Schiff heading the American list by a substantial 
contribution. 


Oscar Strauss, ex-United States ambassador to Turkey; 
Nathan Straus, of sterilized milk fame; Prof. Richard Gottheil 
of Columbia University ; Dr. Herber Friendenwald of the Ameri- 
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can Jewish Committee, and Prof. Israel Friedlaender, of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, indorsed the movement, promising 
support and assistance. 


XXIV. 
DR. HARRY FRIEDENWALD IN PALESTINE 


R. HARRY FRIEDENWALD, physician and ophthalmolo- 

gist, with headquarters in the city of Baltimore, Md., is 
summering in Palestine. He recently visited the historical city 
of Jerusalem, where he was enthusiastically received and royally 
entertained, the local exchanges dwelling lengthiy upon the dis- 
tinguished American and his mission in the Holy Land. 

Dr. Friedenwald is the president of the American Federation 
of Zionists, and as such he visits Zion and its territories, that he 
may display facts and manifest practice in addition to preachings, 
so as to refute the scoffers and confute the anti-Zionists. It has 
been laid often at the doors of Jews in general and Zionists in 
particular that while they believe in the rejuvenation of Zion 
and a restoration of the Jews to the Holy Land, few ever 
attempted to vsiit the country, study its conditions and become 
familiar with surrounding positions and circumstantial environ- 
ments. It has been said that while Christians of all nations and 
denominations visit Palestine, go to the Holy Land and halt at 
Jerusalem for a considerable length of time, Jews, the erstwhile 
owners and the former possessors of the country and its curiosi- 
ties, antiquities and attractions, prefer to go anywhere and 
everywhere, even to Holy Russia, (?) where they are seldom ad- 
mitted, the exhibition and the brandishing of the American pass~ 
port notwithstanding. Let this visit of Dr. Friedenwald’s check 
the false calumnies and call a halt to the slanderous accusations. 
In fact, he is not the only one exercising these traits and tenden- 
cies for the clearing of his people and the cleansing of their fair 
name. Dr. Theodore Herzl, the founder of the modern Zionism, 
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the seventh anniversary of whose untimely death was recently 
commemorated in Zionistic circles all over the globe, visited the 
Holy Land, on different occasions, at great financial sacrifice. 
Similarly, Dr. J. L. Magnes, prominent in rabbinical, philan- 
thropic and communal undertakings in New York, vice-president 
and secretary of the Zionist Federation, and at various times and 
periods; and Dr. Benjamin L. Gordon, physician and surgeon, 
scholar and Zionist of Philadelphia, visited Palestine. 


In the People’s Institute, Jerusalem, there were rejoicings 
over the arrival of Dr. Friedenwald in the Holy City. A splendid 
reception was tendered the American and his family. Men of 
fame visited him in the name of local Jewries, pulpits, press and 
the international movement. A. M. Luntz, a Palestinian jour- 
nalist, of extensive learning and reputation, dwelt at consider- 
able length upon Dr. Friedenwald’s connections with the Zionist 
societies, pointing to the fact of his father, Aaron Friedenwald, 
being plus sage que les sages, having visited the land eighteen 
years ago, before Dr. Herzl and his Zionism ever appeared on 
the Jewish horizon. 


In response, Dr. Friedenwald said: “I am sorry I cannot 
make Hebrew the medium of my speech, for obvious reasons, 
the occidental countries laying emphasis upon modern tongues 
and alien languages, all the while. I shall, therefore, express 
myself in German, which, although more or less, an alien lingo, is 
understood by our brethren and sisters, the so-called Jueddish be- 
ing but partly German in its idioms and usages. First of all, it 
affords me delight and satisfaction to bring greetings and convey 
the good wishes of our brethren and sisters from the United 
States of America, hoping to be able and authorized to carry 
messages of good tidings and fraternal devotions from you to 
our people at home. Though a short time in Eretz Israel, only 
two weeks, yet I am delighted to observe the colonies thickly 
populated and densely settled by our people. One is indeed 
reminded of days of yore and times of old)when Children of 
Israel sat under fig trees and vineyards, living in peace and 
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harmony with one another, the kings, prophets, sages and rabbis 
spreading wisdom, knowledge, learning and science, all the world 
over. Hoping that this is not my last visit to this beloved place 
of yours, I thank you for your reception.” 


XXV. 
DR. JOSEPH HAZANOWITZ PASSES AWAY 


UROPEAN exchanges announce the sad news of the death 

of Dr. Joseph Hazanowitz, physician and surgeon, at the 
city of Bialystok, Poland, at the age of seventy-one. Himself a 
native of Bialystok, it behooves your humble servant to pay 
homage to his countryman and render tributes to the departed 
Aesculapius, chronicling some few events and incidents of the 
life, work, strivings and endeavors of Dr. Hazanowitz. The Tal- 
mudic shibboleth of “There are not many Josephs on the market 
places” (Pesshaim f., 68, b.), may be aptly applied to the demised 
Hazanowitz, who sacrificed his career, happiness and his very 
life for his people, their various needs and multifarious wants. 

Although a manufacturing centre, an industrial location, a 
commercial city, a regular beehive, called the Russian Manches- 
ter, Bialystok, as well as its enterprising Jews, undergoes 
hardships and vicissitudes, by leaps and bounds, time and again, 
resulting as the latter do from Jewish disfranchisement and 
governmental persecutions, the disabilities and cruelties perpe- 
trated on brethren and co-religionists in Central Russia and the 
rural districts, paralyze likewise the Bialystok markets, its 
trades, traffic and financial operations. Dr. Hazanowitz, like all 
other professional men, especially of the Jewish faith and extrac- 
tion, had to practice among a small, insignificant and poor class 
of his kinsmen who could barely afford to become sick, having 
to feel hale and healthy all the while, in spite of distressing con- 
ditions and unfavorable environments. 

He turned, therefore, very economical, assuming rather the 
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state of parsimony, never remarrying after the death of his 
wife, some thirty-five years ago. He removed to an uninviting 
suite of rooms and turned vegetarian, saving this wise domestic, 
rental and wifely expenses. He flung, instead, with heart and soul 
into the Zion movement, being one of the pioneers, a Hobab 
Zion, preceding thus the Herzlian Zionism, spending all of his 
earnings for Palestine and its rejuvenation. The rumor in Bialy- 
stok is current of Hazanowitz healing his patients with the 
Holy Land and curing his cases with the sacred soil of Eretz 
Israel. The reason is ostensible and the cause obvious; dream- 
ing and thinking of Palestine all the time, from early morn until 
after the first watch of the night, his talk was naturally of 
Zionism and its plights, all the while. Yet he was considered one 
of the best, if not the best, physician in Bialystok and vicinity. 

An impression of Hazanowitz’s Zionism, and its true, faith- 
ful, staunch and loyal aspects made upon your correspondent, 
the following occurrence: Being then but in the first stages of 
his teens, the writer of this obituary was approached one day 
on the street by the doctor, who displayed a copy of the con- 
temporaneous Zionistic paper, the Hammaggid, published in 
Lyck, East Prussia, where reference was made to the embryonic 
colony of Zikhron Jacob. The satisfaction and enthusiasm of 
the middle-aged man of medicine at the sharing of the good 
tidings with a youngster became inscribed and turned indelible 
within the latter’s memory, out of which these lines now emerge, 
timely and appropriately, as subject matter for the future his- 
torian of Zionism and its ardent adherents. 

Of. Dr. Theodore Herzl, they say that he felt somewhat 
embarassed, when called upon to pronounce the benediction over 
the reading of the Mosaic law, in the course of the Sabbatic 
services, during the first Zionist Congress, held in Basle, because 
of which the great leader took upon himself to learn Hebrew, 
which he faithfully fulfilled soon after, to such an extent as to 
be able to read the graces the next time, when summoned for a 
similar performance in the midst of another Congress. Whether 
this story be true or apocryphal, the writer will venture no opin- 
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ion of his, Dr. Hazanowitz, however, being a synagogal member, 
must have met with an identical adventure, which caused him, 
very likely, to become the pupil of M. M. Dolitzky, the famous 
poet and scribe, formerly of Bialystok and at present of Denver, 
Colorado, for the study and perusal of the Hebrew tongue. 

Joseph Hazanowitz strove with his might and main for a 
full quarter of a century for the institution of a Jewish library 
in Jerusalem, maintaining, as he did, that a library must needs 
precede the university, of the establishment of which press, pul- 
pit and rostrum universally emphasized. Another reason for 
Hazanowitz’s pet library was the substantiation of the Moham- 
medan maxim of the Jews being the people of the books, 
Jerusalem providing, indeed, the centre of gravity for Islam, 
Christianity and Judaism, where all the nations may behold the 
name of Jehovah proclaimed by the Jews, His chosen people, 
results and consequences from reading, study and perusal of 
books. May the soul of Hazanowitz rest in peace! 


XXVI. 
DR. M. E. MANDELSTAM PASSES AWAY 


BOUT the middle of February last, the cable dispatches 

from London transmitted the sad tidings of the death of 
Marks Emanuel Mandelstam, a renowned ophthalmologist and 
private docent at the University of Kieff, Russia. He was, in 
addition, a noted Jew, famous philanthropist, staunch nation- 
alist and follower of Zionism, since the latest inception and 
interpretation by Dr. Theodore Herzl, the reputed novelist of 
Vienna, Austria, modifying his Zionistic belief but recently, at 
the inquest and propaganda of Israel Zangwill, of Melting Pot 
fame, who himself an erstwhile Zionist, assumed the broader 
view and the flexible elucidation of Zion in accordance with 
Talmudic, Midrashic and Neo-Hebraic definitions and explana- 
tions. The writer of these lines, visiting at the time Savannah, 
Georgia, and giving full credit to the telegraphic news, pub- 
lished a tributary homage to his distinguished kinsman in the 
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local News, under the date of 18 of February, 1912. This piece 
of information appeared to have been premature, the venerable 
savant then still enjoying life and its blessings, or curses, to 
some extent. Having, however, died afterwards, your corres- 
pondent craves editorial indulgence of the Post-Telegram to 
dwell, once again, upon the life, virtues and achievements of the 
demised Professor, which may turn useful and beneficial to the 
world at large and also to its human species and members of 
mankind. 

Mandelstam was of a venerable, majestic and patriarchic 
appearance, stout and sturdy, his advanced age of 75 years not- 
withstanding, shedding lustre upon both, the much maligned Jew 
and the continually ridiculed Russian, representing as he did 
the finest type of both with some additions of Western culture 
and Occidental refinement, and casting glory upon the medical 
profession, Zionistic movement and territorial ventures. 

A descendant from scholars and scribes, the noted Benja- 
min Mandelstam, contributor to the Hebrew monthly Hashahar, 
being his uncle, young Mandelstam displayed talent and genius, 
during his childhood. He was proud of his ancestry, their 
literature and traditions, the value of which could have never 
been reduced by temporal splendor, modern incursions or allur- 
ing promises. Passing through courses in school, gymnasium 
and university, Mandelstam found obstacles on his road to mun- 
dane salvation and worldly redemption, the baptismal fountain 
and sprinkling of holy water making one eligible for membership 
in higher strata and uper crusts. Frowning at such induce- 
ments, M. E. Mandelstam stoically refused these assumptions 
and changes, detesting subterfuges, doubting mechanic expedien- 
cies and never encouraging apalogetics. Instead of being de- 
fensive he turned offensive, openly accusing the nations of 
cowardice, fearing Jewish cunningness, cleverness and subtlety. 

Because of his religious stability and creedal sterness, Man- 
delstam was never accorded full professorship, patients and ap- 
plicants for ocular treatments flocked, however, to him from far 
and wide, his name turning proverbial and his skill elastic, 
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Asked, as to the reasons and causes that fathered and prompted 
his Zionistic impulses and inclinations, Dr. Mandelstam said 
that he could not understand the idea of a Jew professing his 
religion and following the latter’s tenets, precepts and principles, 
without being a Zionist, Zionism and Judaism being indeed one 
and the same, the keynote of the former flourishing lavishly in 
all phases and aspects of the latter, with the elimination of which 
nothing but empty space, shallowness and voidness would be the 
sum total. Yet, this learned thinker, this great philosopher, this 
enthusiastic Zionist, changed colors, deserted the ranks and be- 
came an accomplice of Zangwill in his Utopian plans of terri- 
torialism, autonomy and nocturnal asylum. But then, linguists 
and philologians have not rendered the final definition of Zion as 
yet, which may indeed turn flexible and become ramified, Zion 
denoting, rather, cultural, intellectual and moral, the prophets 
and sages proclaiming these lofty ideals, time and again. May 
the soul of Mandelstam rest in peace! 


XXVII. 


DR. THEODORE HERZL, ZIONIST LEADER, PASSES 
AWAY 


66 HE breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord, was 
taken; he of whom we said, under his shadow shall we 
live!” (Lamentations iv, 20). Theodore Herzl, Ambitious, 
Brilliant, Conscientious, Devout, Enthusiastic, Fervent, Generous, 
Honorable, Integral, Judicious, Kaleidescopic, Learned, Meri- 
torious, Noted, Onerous, Prudent, Qualified, Renown, Saga- 
cious, Tensive, Useful, Valorous, Wonderful, Yeoman and 
Zealous, Dr. Herzl is no more! Monday, the Fourth of July, 
1904, his precious soul left its earthly habitation and departed 
for better quarters with the Father in heaven. 
Born at Budapest, Hungary, May the second, 1860, he went 
to Vienna, when quite young, where he studied law and juris- 
prudence, abandoning, however, these objects of study and 
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learning, devoting his time to literature and journalism, for 
which he felt natural inclinations and inner impulses, becoming, 
indeed, a prolific writer and a productive journalist, contributing 
extensively to papers and periodicals. 

Theodore Herzl became, likewise, connected with The Neue 
Frie Presse, an influential paper, published in Vienna, traveling 
extensively in the interest of this paper, as its correspondent, 
and visiting Paris, London, Constantinople and other European 
capitals, forming, in addition, friends and admirers out of 
numerous statesmen and diplomats. 

In 1896, Herzl published his Alt-Neu Land, proving posi- 
tively the possibility and practicability of a Jewish State, estab- 
lished in Palestine, the former home of their fathers, in days of 
the Bible and times of the prophets. This novelty created a 
universal sensation and lively discussions appeared in press, 
pulpit and rostrum, resulting finally in the gathering of a 
world-wide Jewish Congress, at the city of Basle, Switzerland, 
in the year of 1897, the first of its kind since the Diaspora, a 
period extending over eighteen hundred years. Dr. Max Nor- 
dau of Paris, France, Israel Zangwill of London, England, Dr. 
Richard J. H. Gottheil of New York, America, and many other 
notables, cleric and lay, financiers and philosophers, merchants 
and professionals, joined'the movement and subscribed to Zion- 
ism. Hundreds and thousands of Societies were formed in all 
countries and continents in support of Zion and in furtherance of 
Dr. Herzl’s ideas, which gained adherents and followers, all 
throughout the civilized world. Herzl’s name turned a universal 
shibboleth and a “publicly and legally assured Home in Pales- 
tine for the Jews” became the public slogan, spreading and 
ramifying, far and wide, with the course of time and the long 
run of the propoganda of Dr. Herzl and his faithful followers. 

Theodore Herzl was also the originator, promoter and 
editor of the Welt, a German weekly, published in the Austrian 
metropolis and consecrated to the cause of Zion. 

Of magnetic personality, refined appearance and noble 
features, Herzl was admired and almost worshipped by both, 
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Jews and Gentiles alike, and because of these admirations and 
esteems he was granted audiences by Emperor William of Ger- 
many, the Sultan of Turkey, the King of Italy, the Russian 
Minister of the Interior and the Pope of Rome. 

Although the Jewish leader, Dr. Herzl was very modest in 
all his ways, corresponding occasionally with your humble ser- 
vant, the bewailing writer of these lines: 

Peaceful be thy silent slumber, 
Peaceful in thy grave so low; 

Thou no more will join our number, 
Thou no more our sorrows know. 
Yet again we hope to meet thee, 
When the day of life is fled; 

And in heaven with joy to greet thee, 
Where no farewell tears are shed. 


Let us hope that the Zionists’ goal will soon be reached, 
since its leader, Theodore Herzl, met the fate of his prede- 
cessor Moses, who was told: “This is the land which I swore 
unto Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy 
seed; I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou 
shalt not go over thither.” (Deuteronomy xxxiv, 4)! May his 
soul rest in peace! 


XXVIII. 


ELIAZAR BEN JEHUDAH, AUTHOR OF THE HEBREW 
DICTIONARY, PASSES AWAY 


UROPEAN exchanges and Palestinian periodicals con- 

veyed recently the sad tidings of the untimely demise of 
Eliazar Ben Jehudah, at the city of Jerusalem, at the age of 
fifty-four years. 

Ben Jehudah acquired greatness and achieved fame, through- 
out the world of letters and literature, by his recreation of the 
Holy Tongue as a Hebrew language, employed, used and spoken 
continually in the newly instituted Palestinian colonies. It is 
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commonly accepted that seventy years constitute the span of life 
for each member of the human family, although the Psalmist, 
mainly responsible for this notion, is somewhat generous and 
extends an additional decade, presumably, for comforting pur- 
“poses and comparative eloquence. 


Seventy is taken seriously because King David, the author 
of the Psalms, had lived but seventy years, disregarding, there- 
fore, the possible extension to eighty, forgetting, however, that 
this particular chapter, dealing with the peculiar period of one’s 
life, is adorned with the introductory opening of “Prayer of 
Moses”, proving the latter to be the author. 


Now, Moses, having lived to the hoary age of 120, dis- 
proves his own statement, and pundits and scholars ponder over 
this anomaly ever since, making capital of the intricacy and 
endeavoring to soive the ambiguity. 

Ben Jehudah then should have been spared for the sake 
of the Hebrew tongue which he had revived and rejuvenated, 
having lucubratively toiled and labored for forty years, writing 
‘an encyclopaedic lexicon and being overtaken by death while 
at work on this treasured vocabulary. 


Forty years ago, when the tyrannical Russian Government 
introduced a series of pogroms of the Jews, as a means of ex- 
terminating them, sons and daughters of the Chosen People left 
the barbaric and cruel stepmother country, fleeing in all sides and 
directions, to America, South Africa and Palestine. 

Bialystok, the birthplace of your correspondent, turned a 
meeting center for the Hobabei Zion, the first pioneers to go to 
Palestine, rejuvenate Eretz Israel and cultivate its soil. 

There came also a man who said he discarded his exilic 
name, erroneously given to him during his childhood, and as- 
sumed the appellation of Eliazar Ben Jehudah, conveying the 
meaning of God would help the son of the Jew. And while 
other candidates went to Palestine with the intention of working 
with their hands and arms, Eliazar took.upon himself to work 
with his tongue and pen, saying, as he did, that a people must 
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have their language first of all, and while the Hebrew tongue was 
not exactly dead to the Jews and could not have been classed 
with the other of the classic tongues, the Greek and the Latin, 
because the prayers in the Synagogues are chanted in Hebrew, 
newspapers are circulated in Hebrew and thousands of Jews 
correspond in Hebrew with one another; yet it was not a spoken 
language, which blunder he wanted to correct and which mistake 
he desired to rectify. 


And he certainly did. He changed likewise, his wife’s 
name into Hemdah, a Biblical cognomen, taught her to converse 
in the house nothing but Hebrew and reared his children in 
that language. His prayer certainly came to pass, and the 
present generation in Palestine employs the Hebrew tongue 
freely for all uses and purposes, in the schools, at home, at play 
and prayers. Tourists and visitors coming to Jerusalem and 
the colonies admire the accent and the pronunciation of the 
Jewish children who speak Hebrew as fluently and brilliantly 
as the native Arabic and the scholastic English. 


And because of the forty-years’ work of Ben Jehuda and 
his own life that he injected into the Hebrew tongue, the Eng- 
lish Government, having conquered Palestine and given it to the 
Jews as their Homeland, recognized the Hebrew on a par with 
the English and Arabian languages. While Canada is con- 
sidered a bi-lingual country, the French and the English equally 
dominating, Palestine, the Jewish Homeland, under the Mandate 
of Great Britain, is a tri-lingual State, the Hebrew, the Arabic 
and the English dwelling together in unity; Eliazar Ben Jehu- 
dah’s work and labor fathering this harmonious possibility. Re- 
quiescat in pace (Isaiah xi, 10). 
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XXIX. 
ELIJAH THE PROPHET IN NEW YORK 


LOWLY, almost counting his steps, walks Elijah the prophet 
through the streets of New York, the first Passover 
night, listening at the same time to the chanting of the Hagadah, 
singing of the Halleljahs and the recitation of Psalmodies, and 
waiting for his chance, when the first door opens and the hos- 
pitable hostess beckons to him with the greeting of “Blessed be 
the new-comer!” 

He is waiting considerably, Elijah is, looking for this oppor- 
tunity for quite a while, almost thousands of years, to bring 
the refreshing news and deliver the good tidings of a coming 
Messiah, the approaching of the redeemer, the final salvation. 

The first to open her door was the Mrs. Wilson, who 
shrank back at the sight of the bearded, gabardined and girdled 
old man, calling her husband, for fear of the intruder and dread 
of his outfit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are full-fledged Americans, with very 
little Jewishness about them, and their children, grown-up sons 
and daughters, are in the lime-light, associate with the upper 
crust, belong to the higher strata and have nothing in common 
with the obscure immigrant Jews, never share their pleasure, 
neither participate in their troubles, nor celebrate the accepted 
festivals. On this, like all other evenings, all went to the theatre, 
where an English play was presented, caring but little, if any, 
for Jewish Holy Days and their nonsensical practices. The 
old folk, however, far from being divorced from Jewish tradi- 
tions altogether, celebrated the Seder as best they could, during 
the absence of their enlightened children, and hurried quickly, 
in order to dispose of the peculiar novelties and the singular 
dishes that the festive customs called for, before their offshoots 
would return from the playhouse, so as to avoid criticism and 
prevent uncomplimentary remarks. And the Wilson’s door, 
therefore, opened before any other door in the neighborhood, 
Elijah’s entrance causing, indeed, trouble afid excitement to a 
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considerable degree, as it might delay the proceedings and put 
them to shame in the eyes of their sons and daughters on their 
return from the theatre. 

“Who are you and what do you wish?” emanated from 
both, host and hostess, with anger and excitement. 

“Why, I am Elijah the prophet. Having heard your 
prayers and listened to your supplications for the abolition of 
slavery and introduction of freedom in the land of Israel, I 
came to inform you that the shackles are broken, the fetters 
loosened and the obstacles removed. You are at liberty to leave 
your exile and go to the land of promise and blessing.” 

“What nonsense is he talking there, Wilson?” queried the 
woman of her husband, adding as she did, “Give him his glass 
of wine and let him go.” 

“Why,Il am surprised at you, Elijah,” said Mr. Wilson, 
“to side with the nonsensical notions of the Zionists? A man 
of your age and experience should have known better. I, in- 
deed, always held you in a position of esteem and respect, ad- 
mired your stories and appreciated your legends; now you reduce 
yourself, prophet Elijah, when you come and indorse Zionism, 
the fad and fancy of the youngsters and the maidens in the 
Ghetto? Well, well, Elijah, I am sorry. I never knew that the 
Hagadah and the Seder had any connection with stupid and 
simple Zionism, the hobby and object for propaganda in the tea- 
room and vestry room. 

“Wilson,” interrupted the woman, “let him drink his 
wine and go. The children may return at any minute; do you 
want them to see this species of mankind with side-locks, beard, 
girdle and gabardine? Why, their fun and laughter will know 
no bounds, and we will be ridiculed and scoffed at for the rest 
of our lives!” 

While this transpired in the house of American Wilson, 
Joseph Snyder, the Hassidic pietist, was slowly but surely pon- 
dering upon the sayings of various Rabbis in the comments and 
notes to the Hagadah, delaying, this wise, the progress of the 
Seder and the process of the supper. Mr. Snyder, en- 
wrapped in his white robe, the additional toga used for orna- 
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mental purposes on New Year’s and Atonement Days, with a 
silver embroidered skullcap covering his head, occupied the seat 
of honor at the end of the table, surrounded by his sons and sons- 
in-law, rabbis, semi-rabbis and aspirants for the ministry, who, in 
turn, would introduce arguments, interrogate the host, postulate 
opinions and investigate statements. In the midst of these 
emotions.and commotions, Mrs. Snyder, the hostess, never wait- 
ing for instructions and advises, opened the door, exclaiming as 
she did: “Blessed be the newcomer, Elijah, the prophet!” 

All rose to render homage to Elijah and hands were ex- 
tended and arms outstretched with the traditional greetings of 
“Peace be with thee, prophet Elijah!” 

The host took the prophet and gave him a comfortable 
seat next to himself, inquiring, right there, as to the propriety 
of the fifth cup of wine, whether it be obligatory or optional, 
whether the cup of wine for the graces after the meal 
is counted with the rest and whether it is considered a 
necessity or treated as a commodity, since the legal advisors 
and the compilers of the Responsa, of all ages and generations, 
never came to any decisive conclusion, leaving them in suspense 
and uncertainty with the reliance on Elijah, whose mission 
being the adjustment of all irregularities and the solvency of 
all doubts? 

“Before making any response and giving my opinion,” 
answered Elijah, smilingly, “I want to deliver to you, friends, 
my message of great importance and tremendous significance, 
the message of salvation, peace and * * *” 

“Why, yes,” all ejaculated, interrupting the prophet and 
never giving him the chance to continue his revelations. “Yes, 
Elijah, we want to hear the solutions to the Talmudic puzzles.” 

And one wanted to have his curiosity gratified as to what 
tribe the prophet traces his descent from, whether this be Gad 
or Benjamin, the Talmud failing to settle this query. Assuming 
that Elijah is identified with Phinehas, the grandson of Aaron 
the priest, another member of the family displayed a bit of his 
inquisitiveness, a priest being forbidden to come in contact with 
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a dead corpse, how then could Elijah administer curatives to 
the widow’s demised son? Tosphoth, the marginal commentary 
of the Talmud, endeavors to disentangle this complication as a 
matter of record, but then, one would rather hear the prophet’s 
own words on this subject. And how about the ravens, who sup- 
plied the prophet with food, according to the Scriptures, but 
one of the Rabbis of the Talmud injects into this narration a 
metaphoric definition, maintaining as he does that the Hebrew 
Orbim in this instance signifies “men of Oreb,” the latter being 
a settlement in the vicinity, what would Elijah say to that? 
Again, Rabbis in the Talmud dispute the prophetic impeachment 
of God in the passage of “And Thou hast turned their heart 
backward” (1 Kings xviii, 37), which is rebellious to the ex- 
treme. Would Elijah then tell, who is the better expounder of 
this, Rabbi Jehudah or Rabbi Ada, the son of Rabbi Menyumi 
(Hulin f 5, a)? 

The Talmud has, indeed, a peculiar style of description, 
representing Elijah, time and again, in the guise and disguise 
of an Ishmaelite, why that singular veneering? And how about 
the part of Harbonah in the execution of Haman, was it played 
by the former himself or Elijah substituted the king’s eunuch? 
And last but not least, what course shall one take in checking 
his debtor’s credit, when he is confronted by the confusion of 
promissory notes? 

Overwhelmed and overtaxed with the conglomeration of 
interrogations, Elijah informs his curious questioners that he 
came first and foremost to disclose his glorious tidings of the 
Holy Land, being given to the children of Israel, once again, 
and offshoots of Jacob are requested to repair to Palestine and 
engage in culture and agriculture. 

Neither the host nor the bunch of youngsters were pleased 
with such a message that sounded somewhat sordid, prosaic and 
materialistic. They wanted, rather, higher subjects, educational, 
intellectual, academic, and Joseph Snyder told him that the land 
of Israel is flexible, extending throughout the length and the 
breadth of the entire world, Elijah’s prophecies and messages to 
the contrary notwithstanding! 
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XXX. 


ELYAKIM ZUNSER,NOTED JEWISH BARD, PASSES 
AWAY 


EW YORK exchanges both, secular and Jewish, devote 
N pages and columns to the memory of Elyakim Zunser, the 
octogenarian poet and sweet singer, who departed this life 
Tuesday, September 23, at the age of 73 years, at his humble 
quarters, 171 East Broadway, New York City. Some weeks 
previous, the venerable bard was confined to his bed, pneumonia 
causing the change and effecting the transfer in the life, habits 
and customs of Mr. Zunser, he having heretofore worked con- 
tinuously and toiled assiduously in the Lord’s vineyard, for 
humanity’s gain and mankind’s profit. Zunser’s songs were, 
indeed, the lares and penates of the Jews and the Jewesses all 
the world over. Written in the vernacular, the Judeo-German 
dialect, a medium of speech, expression and transmission of 
ideas for millions of Jews in eastern Europe, America and 
Palestine, the songs of Elyakim Zunser were translated in 
numerous modern tongues and adapted to music for both, vocal 
and instrumental usages. Some six years ago, while ministering 
to the Jewish communities of the neighboring villages of Calumet 
and Laurium, the writer of this eulogy having inaugurated a 
Maccabean celebration, had the pupils of his Sunday and Hebrew 
schools chant The Socha by Zunser in Hebrew. This particular 
piece of poetry found its way into four langues, Yiddish, He- 
brew, Russian and German, because of its closing stanza which 
invokes bliss and blessing on Rothschild, under the assumed 
veneering of Zerubabel, for joining the Zionist movement, creat- 
ing the Jewish colonies and supporting all Palestinian under- 
takings. 

The life, rearing and growth of this national and universal 
poet were full of thrilling events and sensational occurrences, 
some of which one may find interesting, instructive and in- 
spiring. Born in Wilno, the erstwhile capital of the Lithuanian 
kingdom, of strictly religious Jewish parents, Elyakim was des- 
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tined for the rabbinate, the highest goal and the greatest desire 
of Jewish parenthood in those days, when secular studies and 
modern sciences were considered sacrilegious for Jews in general 
and Russian Jews in particular. 

Attending Heder and Yeshibah, institutions equivalent to 
our schools and colleges, young Zunser was deeply impressed with 
the Biblical poesy and Talmudic fables. At the age of 14, he com- 
posed a song which was quickly caught by the entire Jewry of 
Russia, sung with emotion and studied diligently by youth and 
maiden, young and old, adults and children. Zunser, however, 
gained neither glory nor revenue from his first poetical venture 
and musical adventure. Rare and novel as the Yiddish muse 
appeared in those primitive days, Jews never gave a second 
thought as to the conditions and circumstances of the author. 
And to cap the climax, Zunser’s father died, leaving a widow and 
three orphans behind, without any provision for their mental 
support and material maintenance. Our hero, being the oldest 
in the family, though in the early years of his teens, gave up 
his studies, divorced his muse, forsook his rabbinic aspirations 
and went in quest of work. Unable to do any physical labor, 
for lack of strength and want of experience, Elyakim with the 
abundant Scriptural knowledge on hand and with the Talmudic 
resources at his command, became a schoolmaster in a village, 
-in the vicinity of Bobruisk, in the province of Minsk, Russia. 
There were but five pupils in the school, sons of the only Jew, 
the innkeeper of the place. Twenty-five roubles was the salary 
promised for the semi-annual scholastic semester, to be paid at 
the end of the season. Scanty food and poor lodgings were 
given the teacher during his teachings and in the course of the 
instruction. Lonesome and gloomy, Zunser waited for the ap- 
proaching festivals, when he could receive his fees which he 
would send home for the relief of his mother and brothers from 
their distress, misery and wretchedness. Slowly but surely the 
time moved, bringing thus hope and satisfactory anticipations to 
the patient teacher. The innkeeper, however, treacherous and 
scheming, never wishing to part with the tremendous sum of 
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twenty-five roubles, the real value of which he hardly received, 
formel out a plan, by the process of which he would not only 
save the promised money, but might profit an additional five 
rouble bill in the bargain. And this is how his barbaric design 
came to pass: By an edict of Czar Nicholas I. conscription in 
the army of children of tender ages as well as of men, young 
and middle aged, was in full force. Those atrocities were 
openly committed and freely practised on public squares and 
market places, continuously by authorized monsters in human 
disguise and two-legged veneering. Time and again, children on 
their way to school and men, while hustling in behalf of their 
respective families, would be swooped on by the “hunters”, 
seized, overpowered and carried away to the army barracks, 
whence an entire transport of human cargo would be shipped 
to Siberia, the Caucasus and other parts of Asiatic Russia, to 
serve the colors for fully twenty-five years, to return home 
physically broken and mentally mutilated, never finding any 
friends and relatives to tell the tales of woe and impart the 
gruesome experiences. 
. The brutal innkeeper went to Bobruisk, informed the local 
“hunters”, got five roubles for the transaction and returned home 
rejoicing. | Whereupon, in the quiet of the night, a gang of 
“hunters” arrived in the village, surrounded the sleeping Zunser, 
forced him to dress and almost carried him off with them, his 
protestations and objections being checked by assaults and blows. 
Driven from pillar to post and chased from armory to 
prison and vice versa, Elyakim turned both, amazed and pensive 
when he met his younger brother, a lad of nine years, who was, 
likewise, conscripted in the army, These cruelties and mon- 
strosities, carried on by both, a supposedly civilized government 
and sons of the ancient people of Israel, without any stop or 
hinderance, turned food for reflection and made pabulum for the 
poet’s ingenius talents. Songs by score depict the days and the 
nights that he spent in the prisons and the armories, these two 
institutions being somewhat identical in Tartaric Russia. Luckily 
for both, Zunser and the bulk of the Jews,Nicholas I, defeated 
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in the Sebastopol campaign, died suddenly, because of which all 
political prisoners, the conscripted soldiers inclusive, were given 
imperial amnesty. Coming to America, some twenty years ago, 
Zunser went in the printing business, delighting, in addition, 
his co-religionists every now and then with his muse and mus- 
ings. May his soul rest in peace! 


XXXII. 


THE ENGLISH CHIEF RABBI PASSES AWAY 


HE Very Reverend Herman Adler, Ph. D. LL. D., Chief 

Rabbi of England and its dependencies, died Tuesday, 
July 18, in his house, in London, at the age of 72 years. He was 
born in Hanover, Germany, in May, 1839, the son of Nathan 
Adler, prominent in rabbinical, ecclestiastical and literary circles 
all over the world. Rabbi Nathan Adler has written a com- 
mentary on the Pentateuch, under the title of Nethinah L’Ger or 
Addendum for Onkelos, a passage of which your humble servant 
quoted in the Post-Telegram of August 27, 1904. In 1845, 
Nathan Adler became the Chief Rabbi of the English Jews, 
settling with his family in London. Young Adler studied the 
Hebrew, German and English languages and literatures, in Lon- 
don, England, Leipsig, Germany, and Prague, Bohemia. His 
rabbinical ordination was bestowed on him by Rabbi Solomon 
Judah Rappoport of Lumberg, one of the pillars of Judaism in 
the last century. 

In 1863, Herman Adler became the principal of the Jews’ 
College, from which position, however, he resigned in favor of 
Dr. M. Friedlander, who accepting the professorial vacancy and 
retaining this for some years. Adler was made then Rabbi of the 
Bayswater synagogue, the members of which constituted the 
upper crust and the higher strata of London’s Jewry. During 
this and the subsequent periods, Dr. Adler won distinction and 
fame as an excellent orator and eloquent speaker. The father, 
advancing in years, becoming old and feeble, unable to dis- 
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charge the onerous duties and multifarious obligations, the son 
was called into office to assume the paternal responsibilities and 
perform the rabbinical activities, becoming thys the revolving 
wheel in the chief rabbinate‘s machinery. These experiments 
and experiences turned instructive and useful for the young 
Rabbi, and after the demise of Nathan Adler, the son turned 
indeed a.splendid successor, of whose discretion and good judg- 
ment both, foe and friend, expressed themselves in admiration 
and laudation. 

Dr. Adler found his way full of thorns and thistles, diffi- 
culties and hardships, problems and anomalies, unprecedented 
in Anglo-Jewish history. The wave of progress and the tempest 
of reform swept through both hemispheres, subduing completely 
and conquering to a finish Germany and America. Native 
Jews, like their brethren in the mentioned countries, longed for 
innovations and yearned for novelties. On the other hand, the 
atrocities and brutalities perpetrated upon the Jews in Russia 
and other Slavic states sent hundreds and thousands of the 
Chosen People to England and the colonies. These step-children 
of nature brought notions and ideas of their own, which, how- 
ever, they eagerly strove to foster and further in the places of 
their adoption upon both, native and foreign Jewries, alike. Dr. 
Adler found himself thusly placed between two fires and the 
dilemma proved indeed vexing and perplexing. 

Following German forms and American reforms, zealots 
and fanatics propagated the new cult and its flexible ramifica- 
tions, considering Herman Adler old-fashioned, retrogressive and 
extremely Orthodox. While the foreign Jews could never re- 
concile modern education, collegiate training and clerical garb 
with Oriental customs, traditional rabbinics and the Jewish 
gabardine. Truth is, indeed, stranger than fiction. Samuel Mon- 
tague, better known as Lord Swaythling, though an English- 
man by birth and rearing, championed the cause of the foreign 
elements and rendered homage and tribute to any rabbi of alien 
birth and Russian issue, at the expense and detriment of the local 
Chief Rabbi. In the course of time there appeared another 
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reason for a schism and a somewhat startling pretext for seces- 
sion, rivalry and jealousy lending, apparently, color and force 
to disagreements and disparagements. 

Lord Rothschild having become an intimate friend of Dr. 
Herman Adler and a staunch admirer of his concepts, ideas and 
aspirations, it turned but normal and natural for Samuel Mon- 
tague, another Jewish peer, to take steps in the opposite direc- 
tion and discredit Rothschild’s tensions and traits, though there 
were optimistic individuals of a generous bent and apologetic in- 
clinations, assigning as they did Swaythling’s admiration for 
Russian Rabbis some historical events and altruistic motives. 
At the first shock of the several massacres of the Jews in Russia, 
in the early parts of the eighties of the last century, pursuing the 
noble course of his philanthropic and generous countryman, 
Moses Montifiore, Sir Samuel Montague went to Moscow and 
St. Petersburg, the Russian metropoles, to intercede with local’ 
authorities in behalf of his unfortunate brethren and down- 
trodden kinsmen. Unfortunately for both, the defender and the 
victims, the mission proved a failure, the pleader being ordered 
to evacuate the consecrated ground of the Empire, the carnage 
and pillage continually progressing for decades and scores, defy- 
ing the civilized world and renewing mediaeval brutalities, once 
again. Lord Swaythling, before leaving Russia, halted at 
Bialystok, a centre of Jewish industry and manufacturing, where, 
among others, he interviewed the local Rabbi, Samuel Mohi- 
liver, a man of modern education, profound learning and 
Zionistic proclivities. The latter appeared to have made on the 
Lord a favorable impression, because of which he turned sponsor 
for Russian Jews and their respective Rabbis. Claude G. Mon- 
tifiore, at the head of the Jewish Religious Union, is scouring 
the world for a modern Rabbi so as to oppose the influences 
and tendencies of Dr. Herman Adler, England’s Chief Rabbi, 
a half dozen Americans being ordered for the purpose, notably 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, of New York, Dr. J. Leonard Levy, of 
Pittsburgh, and Dr. Hyman G., Enelow, of Louisville. 

And to cap the climax and to add fuel to the flames, recently 
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there arose proceedings in the British courts in regards to Jewish 
divorces, Shehita and similar complications, where Adler’s testi- 
monies were taken for their face vaiue by the presiding judges. 
The clergy, however, criticized the witness severely, disregarded 
the rabbinical arguments and dissatisfied with Adler’s authorita- 
tive propositions. This, coupled by the untimely death of his 
only son, contributed to the Chief Rabbi’s demise, at a time 
when his work and mission are sorely needed. Peace to his soul! 


XXXII. 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DOUBLE PROPHECY 


Editor of The Jewish Advocate, Boston. 

Sir—Your humble servant was always wondering at the 
deplorable delay and the painful tardiness of the actual realiza- 
tion of the spiritual bliss and the perceptive happiness, the advent 
of which, in the guise of the Law from Zion and in the disguise 
of the Lordly word from Jerusalem, has been dually foretold 
(Isaiah ii, 3; Micah iv, 2). 

Why, the reverse, as a matter of record, has been the case. 
All the Rabbis and spiritual leaders both, in the Holy City and 
Holy Land, have been of foreign birth and alien training; and 
now, after the demise of Rabbi Samuel Salan, of a blessed mem- 
ory, there is no native Rabbi to fill the vacancy, while emissaries 
are out in quest of a worthy successor. 

Your announcements, Mr. Editor, in a recent edition of the 
Advocate, of the newly published book, named Yamin mi-Kedem, 
has indeed brought relief and succor to the writer and, like- 
wise, to thousands more, Rabbis and laymen, answering as it 
does with the fullest satisfaction the questions and wonderments. 
The book is a marvellous phenomenon and an illustrious appear- 
ance in Biblical chronology. Its Hebrew is classic, its diction 
clear, its style lucid, its expressions idiomatic, its theories basic, 
its reasonings proven and its conclusions convincing. It con- 
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tains 22 chapters, following, apparently, the number of the 
Hebrew alphabet, each of which deals with various phases of 
Biblical history and Scriptural data, refuting some and speculat- 
ing on others. Your correspondent takes exception to a pas- 
sage in the second chapter for its rare novelty and ingenious 
curiosity. 

Speaking of the origin and derivation of the euphonic cog- 
nomen of Israel, the author of the Yamin mi-Kedem iconoclas- 
tically removes its traditional paraphernalia and unsparingly 
denudes it of its sacred garments, granting it but a Semitic basis 
and a pre-Patriarchic foundation. Idioms and dicta in the books 
of Genesis and Exodus, that seem to have been of insignificant 
value and appear as of general logic, eloquent rhetoric and narra- 
tive epic, turn by the dexterous Yamim mi-Kedem into established 
facts, proof positive and accepted truth. Wherever Jacob has 
been doubled by Israel, the author maintains, the subjects are 
necessarily divided into two distinctive branches, one reflecting 
upon Jacob and his own kin, whereas the other alludes to a Semi- 
tic tribe, whose leading spirit and knightly guardian was one 
named Israel, Assriel or Yizreel. Because of the latter’s name 
and fame, the wrestling adversary called Jacob Israel, which had 
been accepted by both, Jacob and his sons, before ever receiving 
the Lordly sanction (Genesis xxxii, 29; xxxiii, 20; xxxiv, 7; 
xxxv, 13). 

Moreover, the Yamim mi-Kedem renders void the previous 
interpreaations of Ahyeh asher Aheych, supplanting but a trans- 
literation instead, as it is hinted, only for the kinsmen of the first 
Israel, who worshipped the God Aha; the descendants, how- 
ever, of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were conjured by the divinity 
of Jehovah (Exodus iii, 14 and 15). The author, similarly, 
separates the Jacobites from the Israelites in the course of their 
preparation for the receiving of the Law on Mount Sinai, re- 
serving the latter term for the other Semitic tribes, who were 
also known as the mixed multitude, and preserving the former 
assumption for the offshoots of Jacob, by genuine and unadul- 
terate lineage. These, being Moses’ own relatives, were be- 


88 The Coming of Shiloh 
ee 
stowed with some tributary homage, the result of kinship and 
fraternal devotion (Ibid. xix, 3). | Your correspondent with 
the aid of Rashi’s marginal notes has always looked upon this 
particular Pentateuchal verse as the prototype for the modern 
hobby and the American shibboleth of “Ladies first”, having 
elucidated Jacob for the female and Israel for the male mem- 
bers of the people. Now, much chagrined and with some re- 
luctance, the penner of these lines pensively submits to higher 
authorities, forsaking his theory and abandoning the slogan. 
Furthermore, the subtle eye of the Yamim mi-Kedem’s 
author points towards a Midrashic lucubration of an identical 
nature: “Jacob was named Israel, as it is written, not Jacob shall 
any more be called thy name, but Israel; Isaac was named 
Israel, as it is written, these are the names of the children of 
Israel, that came into Egypt, with Jacob have they come; 
and Abraham was named Israel” (Genesis Magnum Ixiii, 3). 
The author of this stupendous Yamim mi-Kedem, is Rabbi 
Hayim Hirschensohn, a product of Zion and an offspring from 
Jerusalem. Born, reared and raised in the Holy Land, he came to 
America, in fulfillment of the double prophecy, to further the 
Law of Zion and spread the Godly words from Jerusalem. 
Modest and humble, the Reverend gentleman settled in Hoboken, 
N. J., as the incumbent of the local synagogues, undoubtedly, by 
the dictates of a divine call and by the directions of a Provi- 
dential mission. The statue of Liberty, at the New York bay, 
proclaims freedom to all peoples coming to these shores, Rabbi 
Hirschensohn, the living embodiment of the Law of God, the 
spiritual freedom, “for no man is free, but he who labors in the 
Law” (Ethics vi, 2), has been posted at Hoboken, the first 
American city, as a beacon-light, beckoning to the new arrivals 
to remember the Law, the teachings, the precepts and the an- 
cestral inheritage. “If there be now about him one single 
angel, as defender, one out of a thousand, to tell for man his 
uprightness” (Job xxxiii, 12), and the pious and learned 
Hirschensohn sheds indeed lustre upon Jerusalem, his cradle, and 
Zion, his Alma Mater. 
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American Jews, in general, and New York Jewry, in par- 
ticular, shall, however, not follow the Latin proverb of Pro- 
bitas Laudatur, et alget, and make of Rabbi Hirschensohn a 
modern Hanina ben Dosa (Berachoth f. 17, b). The brilliant 
author and his useful books deserve better consideration and 
greater recognition, here, there and everywhere. 


XXXII. 
THE EUROPEAN JEWS AND THE NATIONAL FUND 


Editor Jewish Ledger, New Orleans, La. 

Making mention in a recent issue of the American Israelite 
of a circular letter of the Jewish National Fund, containing the 
preparations and arrangements made in Poland, Germany, Aus- 
tria, Czecho-Slovakia and other Jewish settlements, for celebrat- 
ing Palestine Weeks and Flower Days with donations and contri- 
butions to the Jewish National Fund, the writer of the editorial 
remarks expresses his amazing surprise at the starving and hun- 
gry Jews of Europe who, however, deprive themselves and give 
away their pennies for other causes, which are perhaps not as 
deserving as their own. Again, the discretional writer advises 
them not to tell the tale in Gath nor publish it in the streets of 
Askelon, lest the American and European wealthy worthies may 
discontinue their support and refrain from rendering them 
assistance. 

American Jews, the editorial writers of the Israelite inclu- 
sive, forget or never know that the most derided and contempted 
poor and suffering Jews of Europe are imbued with benevolential 
inclinations and generous impulses from early childhood to such 
a considerable extent as to offer their houses for the shelter of 
the roofless, share their morsels of food with fellow-sufferers 
and pull off their shirts for the naked. There is a saying, the 
poor man is always charitable, which sounds more like a joke, 
pointing towards the fact that having nothing to lose, the in- 
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digent person will advise others to give, never doing it himself, 
for want of means and lack of funds. Your humble servant, 
however, traveling extensively, gained the experience of the truth 
and truism of that legend, the poor being, indeed, kind and 
generous, continually, contributing and giving to all good causes, 
comparitively more than the rich and the opulent. 

Neither knowing nor believing in that new-fangled doctrine 
of Scientific Charity, the European Jews, including both, enlight- 
ened Germany and benighted Lithuania, cherish the precept and 
principle of Tsedakah, which never spells for them charity, de- 
noting, rather, righteousness, in which instance the one that pos- 
sesses a dollar must needs divide it with the neighbor that has not 
any; if one has got a bed to sleep in, he should share it with the 
other who failed to procure one; and one’s loaf of bread shall 
satisfy the hunger of its applicants, irrespective of its owner and 
earner. This may not find grace in the yes of the social worker 
and modern philanthropist, reared and raised in America, but this 
is the right conception of Tsedakah and its European definition. 
Your correspondent craves the editorial indulgence for a little 
more space and time to tell a story in substantiation of the re- 
corded remarks. 

The father of the writer of these lines, a resident of Bialy- 
stok, Poland, widely known as Rabbi Israel, the Pinsker Eluy, 
a gentleman of some means, was for a number of years the 
warden of the local Beth-Hamidrash Haggodol, the extensive 
Synagogue. Preachers, Cantors, messengers and all sorts of 
poor people would invade the Synagogue for the Sabbath, the 
warden would order the beadle to appeal to the generosity of 
the worshippers to shelter and feed one or two of the visitors 
over the Sabbath, the warden entertaining, almost every Satur- 
day, the rest of the wayfarers. 

There was a large influx of strangers, one Friday evening, 
and after the acceptance of the visitors by a number of wor- 
shippers there were six men left without any place to house 
them. Somewhat confused, the beadle broke the bad news to 
the warden, who, however, promptly relieved him, telling him 
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that he, himself, would take along the six men, to be fed 
and sheltered in his house. Seeing the arriving army, the 
writer’s mother turned horrified, being unable to feed such a 
number, never having prepared food for such a multitude of 
people. The host, however, smiling and good-natured, told his 
spouse not to profane the Sabbath by unnecessary excitement, 
as he, she and the older children may deprive themselves from 
some special dishes and particular luxuries, for the sake of the 
unfortunate strangers and stranded guests. 


XXXIV. 
EXCAVATIONS IN PALESTINE 


HE recent discoveries, made by the exploring expeditions 

and archaeological commissions in the numerous plains and 
numberless valleys of Turkey, Palestine and Egypt, which have 
been put into printed pages of voluminous books, shed light upon 
Biblical ambiguities and fully expialn Scriptural incongruities. 

The Palestine Exploration Society conducted experimental 
searchings for the last two score of years in places made famous 
by ancient authors and legendary traditions, so as to verify and 
investigate historical records and time-honored customs. They, 
likewise, endeavor to unearth monuments, tombstones and 
statues, which might have disclosed the talents and abilities of 
the primitive men in painting, engraving and sculptural arts. 
They are in continual quest of old houses, mansions and palaces, 
with the view of establishing the pristine idea of carpentry, 
masonry and craftiness. Last, but not least, they look for anti- 
quarian war implements, weapons and swords, domestic utensils, 
kitchen supplements and house furniture, with a possible reflec- 
tion upon primordial foundries, quarries, potteries, ceramics, 
smeltings and smitheries. 

The Society, being suspected of missionary pursuits and 
proselyting purposes, could hardly perform any tangible work, 
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during the reign of Abdul Hamid. It is but recently, since the 
ascension on the throne of the present Sultan and the proclama- 
tion of the Constitution, that the Society’s work began in earnest. 

First and foremost of the late disclosures are those made 
in the close proximity of the city of Jericho, around which 
miracles had been wrought, in the course of the siege that was 
laid by the Israelites on their way to Palestine. The walls, for- 
tifications and towers, that the excavators unearthed, will, indeed, 
help the student to peruse the prophetic passage of “For her 
house was within the town wall, and within the wall she dwelt” 
(Joshua ii, 15). 

Innumerable edifices loomed up on the surface, dating back 
to periods as far as the Patriarchic and as close as those of the 
Common Era. The kitchen utensils betray their owners and the 
time they have been pressed into active service. The vessels, 
dishes and trays changed as often as their owners did. Some 
of them resemble their Egyptian fashions and forms belonging 
apparently to the Israelites, who came from Egypt and intro- 
duced, as a matter of course, methods and modes from their 
erstwhile fatherland, while the children’s skeletons found in the 
temples bear testimony to pre-Israelitic times, when the natives 
sacrificed their children to the gods. 

The climax is capped by the exploring of a house fully 
stocked with its furniture, which, apparently, had been 
owned and possessed by a subject of King Ahab. It opens into 
a spacious courtyard. Among other things, there were standing 
several benches, a massive pitcher for water, some fruit baskets 
and kitchen implements. It testifies to the culture and refine- 
ment of the owners, though it lacks traces of wealth and luxury, 
of which the possessors hardly knew. 

In the city of Gazza, a Hebrew script, written in the 
reign of Hezekiah, the King of Judah, has been found in a 
water-tunnel, relating of the creation and formation of the tunnel 
by two digging companies, beginning from the opposite sides and 
meeting at the centre, where the work Bese wey terminated 
to universal satisfaction. 
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Unfortunately, there were, so far, few or no Hebrew hiero- 
glyphics, not because the Israelites knew nothing of the cunei- 
form or figurative inscriptions, but for the fact that the stones 
and monuments bearing the Hebrew transmissions turned mate- 
rial for the Arabs and other natives of aboriginal stock for 
building their houses and constructing their homesteads. When 
these latter structures became ruined and their compound in- 
gredients taken apart, then and only then may develop an oppor- 
tunity for the explorer and a chance for the archaeologian to 
work wonders and perform miracles. Babylon, on the other 
hand, satisfied the excavators immensely, the places, having been 
once ruined remain in their isolated stages. 

One stone containing Hebrew inscriptions was found, never- 
theless, and phenomenal as this discovery appeared to have been, 
it caused national strife and international complications, result- 
ing finally in the destruction of the stone and the demolition of 
its rare inscription. Luckily the latter had been copied by a 
German missionary, the reading of which conveys the following, 
almost a sequel to a Biblical narration. The Book of Kings re- 
lates of Moab, who rebelled against Israel, after the death of 
Ahab, failing, however, to mention the details of the rebellion. 
The stony inscriptions tell of the war that Moab waged against 
Israel, killing some and taking in captivity many others. The 
language, diction and idioms of the discovered inscription re- 
semble those of the Book of Kings, having, presumably, been 
inscribed by the very same scribe, manifesting thus the truth and 
the genuineness of the Bible, the assertion of the Higher Critics 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Dr. Kline, the missionary, having discovered the stone and 
deciphered its Hebrew cuneiform, induced the Arab, on whose 
premises the disclosure was made, to sell the stone. Other ex- 
plorers found out and they wanted to buy the coveted stone, 
offering a larger price, while the French Ambassador, who like- 
wise, became aware of the important stone, offered a still larger 
price, wishing to transport it to the museum in Paris, and 
notifying by telegraph both, the Turkish Sultan and Emperor 
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Napoleon. The Sultan displaying his courtesy for his royal col- 
league, ordered the Arab to disclaim his ownership and give 
away the stone without any charge. At night, however, he, 
the Arabian owner, ordered a posse who came and cut the stone 
in fragments, the latter making souvenirs for the moonshiners, | 
as they fully believed in the medical superiority of the stone, 
which led to the imbroglio among so many men of repute and 
distinction. 

The Palestine Exploration Association, one must admit, is 
but a new institution, considering its achievements only from the 
time of the Constitution, but it is hopeful and optimistic, antici- 
pating to accomplish much in the future. Messers. Isidore Spill- 
man, Claude G. Montifiore and Herbert Bentwich, all of London, 
England, are staunch members of the Society. 


XXXV. 


THE FUSION AND CONFUSION OF ZIONISTS 
IN LONDON 


HERE is motion and commotion in the three-story building 

on Great Russel Street, the headquarters of the Zionist or- 
ganization and the center of Jewish gravitation. Jews come con- 
tinually from all sides and directions, shouting joyfully and 
greeting ecstatically one another, at the sight and meeting of 
friends and relatives of erstwhile intimacy and former acquain- 
tance. Offshoots from the stem, members of the family and 
descendants from the nation, who have been scattered and spread 
by forces of circumstances in various sections of the wide world, 
assembled in the largest and greatest citadel of the universe, for 
the sake and cause of making Jewish history. It sounds some- 
what poetical. It is, however, an active reality, an established 
fact, coming to pass, in these days, after a lapse of two thousand 
dreary and gloomy years of sorrow and disappointment. Israel’s 
children return for mutual activities and common cause. 

During the world war and its horriblesaftermath, Jews had 
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to follow policies and politics of the respective countries of their 
birth and adoption, turning Judah against Ephraim and sons of 
Jacob antagonistic to grandsons of Isaac. Now, however, they 
are all united, once again. Jews from Poland, Germany, Uk- 
raine, Austria, France, England and America are gathered to- 
gether. Israelites from Berlin, Warsaw, Odessa and Wilno as- 
sociate with co-religionists from Paris, New York and San 
Francisco, aiming towards one goal and striving for Zion, the 
watchword, slogan and shibboleth of the entire assemblage; 
77 Great Russel Street became the heart and soul of the Jewish 
people for the time being. 

One, indeed, tells the delegates and their origin by the 
conduct, behavior, manners and carriage, whether they come 
from Central or Eastern Europe or the Allied lands and 
America. In other words, faces disclose internal emotions and 
countenances betray inner feelings. 

London belonging to one of the victorious nations, it is but 
natural for Jews from the conquered countries to express their 
confusion and embarrassment, fearing almost their own shadows 
and dreading, apparently, imaginary danger. Time and condi- 
tions may change their appearances and dispel their anxieties, 
when the Congress begins its sessions and public deliberations are 
introduced on the scene, followed by suggestions and amend- 
ments. And even for the time being places of birth and coun- 
tries of nativity never sway and influence sentiments and 
opinions, the organization and the leaders look to Zion and its 
solution as the main sources of the gatherings and the sole rea- 
sons of the conference. And in this instance Zionists are not 
looked upon as Orientals or Occidentals, of polar regions or 
tropical districts; they are taken in consideration according to 
their views and ideas, disclosed and manifested at meetings and 
groups of delegations, ensconced in the sundry rooms of the 
Zionistic quarters. 

And as for the tongues and languages in usage and em- 
ployment by the Zionists in the organization’s offices, the confu- 
sion of Babel is, indeed, the right description ; the Russian sound- 
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ing the loudest because of the masters of that language being the 
old guard and the original initiators of the Zionist movement. 

Bulky in numbers and large in quantity is the Polish dele- 
gation, using stentoriously the Yiddish dialect, or as some cynical 
critics would dub it, Zionistic Congress-German jargon, advanced 
and developed within the last twenty years, growing appropri- 
ately with the movement, sharing likewise its pleasures and par- 
ticipating of course in its pains and sufferings. 

But first and foremost are certainly the English-talking 
Zionists, assuming as they are the spheres and atmospheres of 
dominion and influence, because of the lingual connection with 
the British people, the masters and mandatory powers of Pales- 
tine. Why, the Balfour Declration, San Remo Treaty, Palestine 
administration and all the Jewish politics and diplomacies are 
conducted in the English tongue. The English-talking Zionists 
are also proud and delighted to demonstrate leadership and pres- 
tige for their abundant prepossessing of dollars and sterlings, 
while the other Jews have to resort to their paltry marks and 
insignificant roubles. The oceanic depths dwindle into nothing- 
ness when comparing the value of American and English monies 
with the worthlessness of European coins. 

Again, the English-speaking Zionists, the American espe- 
cially, know very well that the future of Zion rests with them, 
as nothing could be done without their money. They see and 
behold thousands and tens of thousands of down-trodden 
brethren and outraged kinsmen look up to them, appealing and 
entreating. The Americans, on the other hand, are neither 
humble nor modest, they certainly postulate authority and demon- 
strate superiority, every now and then, with ostentation and arro- 
gance. Knowing this, as well as the rest, Dr. Weitzman ordered 
his associates in the Actions Committee to extend tributary 
homage to Louis D. Brandeis, Justice of the American Supreme 
Court, in order of having the great American prevail on his 
countrymen to subscribe freely and lavishly to the Zionistic ven- 
tures and undertakings. 

At one of the preliminary conferences,.one beheld a beau- 
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tiful sight ,containing pabulum for thoughts and food for reflec- 
tion, and the brush of the painter and the chisel of the sculptor 
could have been, likewise, kept busy for some time. 

Seated around a long table, there were twenty-five people 
representing every corner of the globe, entertaining all sorts of 
ideas and notions, sentiments and opinions, beliefs and principles, 
conservative, Orthodox, liberal, progressive and radical; heads of 
some being scrupulously covered with skull-caps, as finishing 
touches. There were multi-millionaires and men of modern 
means, artists and craftsmen, physicians, attorneys, professors 
and Rabbis, whose tongues varied as well as their attire, ideas 
and stations. 

Lord Rothschild was there, the very one that was the re- 
cipient of the famous Balfour Declaration, giving action and 
reality to the Zionist aspirations. Of Herculean build, Lord 
Rothschild is endowed with sympathetic features and friendly 
appearance, whose connection with the movement augurs well 
for its successful future. He is surrounded by German Jews, 
leaders in Zionism since Herzlian days, and out of courtesy to 
the distinguished visitors and to make them comfortable to some 
extent, he talks to them in their coveted German. Dr. Hantke, 
on the other hand, mastering the English language to a consider- 
able extent, as the leader of the German group, answers Lord 
Rothschild, occasionally, in the latter’s tongue, squaring matters 
this wise, and showing good manners, the universal condemna- 
tion of the Huns notwithstanding. 

Close by sat Zlatopolski, a man of finance and industries; 
Orenstein, a professor of mathematics at the University of 
Utrecht, is next. Herman Struck, the noted painter, sat there 
with skull-cap on his head, listening to the discussions and draw- 
ing figures of singular designs on the canvass before him. Louis 
Lipsky attempted, in English, as a matter of course, to limit the 
scope of the committee, for obvious reasons, giving thus a chance 
to the European delegates to poke fun at the American interpre- 
tation of democracy, while De Castro, an Egyptian delegate, rep- 
resenting Spain, disapproved the American suggestion in a 
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powerful French speech. A Jerusalemic delegate made his pres- 
ence felt by giving a brilliant address in Hebrew, which was 
partly rendered in the Ladino dialect by Mr. Florentine, a Salo- 
nica delegate. 

There is, indeed, one language that could unite scattered 
Israel, when these come together from their various lands, if 
they only knew and understood it, namely the Hebrew. Those 
of us who know and master it certainly enjoy the beauties and 
niceties of the Hebrew, especially, feeling at home wherever we 
go, when meeting other Hebrew-talking people, as it came to pass 
at the Zionist Congress. . 

Observing conditions and studying surroundings, as one is 
apt to do, at this singular time of stress and storm, when the 
material and matter for the building and edification of the Home- 
land is being gathered, and messengers and envoys from all 
corners of the universe came to lend a helping hand to the laying 
of the cornerstone and the dedication of the sacred grounds, be- 
holding the forces of the nation and the sources of Israel that 
work and toil in London for the cause of Zion and the rejuvena- 
tion of Palestine, one can easily predict successful results and 
glorious consequences, since centuries of trials, troubles and 
tribulations could not alienate their affections for Zion. 


XXXVI. 


THE FUTURE OF HEBREW IN AMERICA 


CONVENTION was recently held in the city of Phila- 
delphia by scholars of the Hebrew language and admirers 
of the sacred tongue. Though there are Christian clergymen 
and Gentile pundits who cherish particular devotion to the 
Hebrew Scriptures and the origin of the Bible, they, however, 
look upon the language as an object for the museum and the 
tongue as a piece of antiquity, on a par with Greek, Latin, 
Sanscrit and other ancient classic tongues, which have nothing 
in common with daily life and modern demands. 
It is different, however, with the Jews, especially the Or- 
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thodox and the nationalists, both considering the Hebrew lan- 
guage an essential portion and substantial part of their ideals and 
ideas, feelings and sentiments, cult and intellect. With the 
former it is, indeed, a vade mecum, rising in the morning for 
thanksgiving prayer and service, and continuing throughout the 
day, benedictions and graces being chanted in Hebrew before 
and after meals, before and after lunch, sleep, rest, pleasure, 
washing and ablution. 

While the nationalists hope to see Hebrew employed as one 
of the modern tongues for all needs and necessities, this cherished 
wish proving certainly the father of the thought, the growing 
generation in the Palestinian colonies making the Hebrew their 
mother-tongue, with the approval and sanction of the English 
government, the Mandatory Power of the Jewish Homeland, 
the latter having turned a tri-lingual country, the Hebrew, 
Arabian and English dwelling together in unity, peace and har- 
mony. 

The decline of Orthodoxy in America, as well as the slow 
birth of nationalism or Zionism in the ranks and files of Ameri- 
can Judaism, disillusions the happy prospects and bright an- 
ticipations of a Hebrew language and a peculiarly Jewish tongue; 
Reform Temples and Sunday-schools substituted the vernacular 
for Synagogal services and introduced English for scholastic in- 
struction, while Zionists and nationalists, financially insignificant 
and numerically small, badly want outlets and considerably lack 
outputs for their Hebrew outbursts and Hebraic outpourings. 

True enough, Jews landed on American shores with Colum- 
bus and thereafter continually, but they were either Christian 
converts or marranos, neither of whom having use for Hebrew 
or need of its literature. Attempts were made, time and again, 
to publish a Hebrew paper, and Hatzopheh b’Eretz Hahadashah 
(New World’s Observer), appeared on the scenic surface in 
1870, but the bulk of the Jews in the United States consisting 
then but of Spanish and German, the endeavor fell flat, neither 
of the American Hebrews would support or patronize the Hebrew 
publication. Scarcely. Americanized and hardly speaking, writ- 
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ing or reading the English tongue, they clung tenaciously to the 
languages of Spanish and German of their respective stepmother- 
countries, although to their credit it might be said, they retained 
the Hebrew in Synagogue and school, for prayers and instruction. 

While co-religionists in various European countries have 
written and published thousands and tens of thousands of books 
in Hebrew on all topics and subjects, and monthly magazines, 
weekly journals and daily papers in Hebrew sprang up, one after 
the other, in rapid succession, all throughout the last century, 
American Jews remained stagnant and stationary, never buying 
Hebrew books, neither financing Hebrew publications, nor sub- 
scribing to Hebrew editions. The chosen few, the remnant of 
Israel, the unadulterate idealists, who ventured to publish a 
Hebrew periodical, issue a Hebrew journal and print a Hebrew 
book, lost their scanty savings invested in the hazardous venture 
and became down-cast, gloomy and sorrowful. 

Gentiles and Christians, as a matter of record, thought 
highly of Hebrew and its literature, colleges and universities 
making Hebrew part and parcel of their curricula and programs; 
while Yale advanced onward in this particular direction, making 
the impetus strong and forceful. Entering the portals of the 
House of Minerva of the latter designation, at the City of New 
Haven, Conn., one beholds the sagacious slogan of Lux & Veri- 
tas inscribed conspicuously and visibly upon the frontage of the 
office in Latin, right along with the Hebrew script and characters 
of Urim vTumim. The latter being, moreover, implied as a 
finishing touch in the monogram of the Yale Publishing plant, 
for obvious reasons and ostensible causes. 

Most of the American universities and colleges being, how- 
ever, controlled and directed by ministers of the Gospel and 
representatives of the dominating religion, the impression is 
gained by one and all that the fostering and furthering of 
Hebrew in the places of learning is but an accession to the study 
of the Old Testament and an approach to the perusal of the 
Scriptures in the original. The Catholics, the modern Ameri- 
can Jews maintain, lay stress on Latin as a°*means and medium 
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of prayer and meditation, the ignorance of the definition and 
significance by the laity notwithstanding. Protestants, however, 
discarded the Latin and discontinued its employment, the spoken 
and intelligible English proving better devices and congenial sub- 
stitutes. Advanced Jews, therefore, adopted a similar course 
and introduced an identical system, having banished the Hebrew 
and relinquished its usage from Temple and religious school, 
which they called Reform, protesting thus against Orthodoxy. 
But the comparison is merely speculative and the identification 
would hardly hold the ground. 

Rome never ruling the world, while Jerusalem does, Isaiah 
and Micah being, indeed, responsible for the statement and in- 
strumental in the declration. Linguists and philologists will cer- 
tainly admit the predilection of the Hebrew over the Latin, sub- 
stantiated and estimated by birth, origin, age, prestige, loftiness, 
sources, achievements and production, the books and writings of 
which numbering into millions and multi-millions. 

Again, scattered as the Jews are all over the world, the 
Hebrew tongue is the only means that binds members of the 
faith and race to one another, restoring parents unto children 
and bringing harmony between them, irrespective of geographical 
divisions and aquatic separations. This method of friendship 
and fellowship is, indeed, essential with the Jews throughout 
their wanderings and migrations, for the last two thousand 
years, and those Jews, cleric and lay, who introduced modern 
tongues at the expense of ancient Hebrew at Synagogue, school 
and home, will slowly but surely drift away from the fold, be- 
coming absorbed by the beauties and niceties of their alluring 
subterfuges and enticing artifices. 

But then, Hebrew in America failed to procure promoters 
and supporters among the foreign population and Orthodox 
Jews as badly as amidst native-born Hebrews and Reform co- 
religionists. All the papers and periodicals, like Haleom, Haibri, 
Hamodia lHodashim, Hadeborah, Hatoren, Haderor, Hayom 
and many others discontinued their publication for lack of sub- 
scription and want of patronage. Susnitz, Dubsavage, Reicher- 
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son, Goldman and Rosenzweig, Hebrew scholars and Jewish pun- 
dits, almost starved and died before their time because of doubt- 
ful acknowledgement and unsatisfactory recognition; while 
Dolitzky, Brainin, Leavitt, Selikowitz and other Hebrew writers 
resort to the Yiddish correspondence as means and media of 
avoiding poverty and preventing misery. 

On the other hand, the Hebrew schools, Jewish academies 
and Biblical clubs sprang up recently in many a city, town, 
village and hamlet, spreading the study of Hebrew and dissemi- 
nating the learning of the Holy Tongue among the growing 
generation and younger elements, and teachers of Hebrew and 
instructors of the tongue of the Scriptures receive considerable 
compensations and extensive salaries for religious instruction and 
Jewish teachings, the programs and curricula of which stress 
and emphasize the study of Hebrew as a living language and the 
perusal of its books as modern literature. 

Wondering as one may at these anomalous extremes and 
incogruous oppositions, the solution is certainly offered without 
any searching or lucubrations. The introduction of Hebrew in 
schools and institutes is but a modern fancy and a sporting char- 
acteristic spurred and advanced by ostentatious notions and ad- 
vertising pranks; aspiring youth and developing maiden know as 
much of Hebrew as of Einstein’s relativity. Have the Hebraists 
any remedy to introduce? 


XXXVII. 
HARRY FISCHEL ON CONDITIONS IN PALESTINE 


R. HARRY FISCHEL, prominent in New York’s social, 

political, eleemosynary, philanthropic, religious, educational 
and industrial affairs, returned from his vacation, which he spent 
in the Holy Land, the erstwhile possession of his ancestors. He 
visited Jerusalem, its institutions, old and new, observed local 
conditions, studied the means and methods of dispensation of 
charities and inspected the Bezallel Polytechnical Academy. He 
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also paid his tributes to the City of Jaffa, its gymnasium and 
Tahkemoni School. And, last, but not least, he stopped for some 
time at the recently created Jewish colonies. To a reporter of 
the Jewish Daily News, New York, an evening paper published 
in the Yiddish tongue, Mr. Fischel said: 


“First of all let me whitewash the Jerusalem Jews in the 
eyes of the civilized world and restore their honesty before 
local co-religionists. The Jerusalem Jews are accused of being 
professional beggars, approaching all strangers, tourists and 
visitors and soliciting alms and contributions. These are mere in- 
Sinuations and false rumors. In New York’s East Side one 
crosses scenes and occurences more distressing than in the Pales- 
tinian metropolis. The hospitals, shelters, orphan homes, schools 
and academics are ably managed and properly conducted by their 
respective guides and guardians, the slanderous remarks of the 
traducing adversaries and false witnesses notwithstanding. This 
is but another demonstration of how Scriptural history repeats 
itself, time and again. The spies of old spoke evil of the Holy 
Land and its inhabitants. Modern stool-pigeons and contempo- 
raneous informers are indeed worthy descendants from their 
vain-glorious progenitors. 


“There are, moreover, seminaries for study of Talmud and 
Responsa, which are, likewise, equipped with dormitories, hous- 
ing and feeding their charges, physically as well as mentally 
and religiously, receiving no recompense for their profered food 
and given regimen. The Rabbi Diskind’s Orphan Home, houses 
three hundred children, giving them, in addition, instruction both, 
in secular and religious objects, and preparing them for arts and 
crafts as well as for the Pentateuch and the liturgy. Their food, 
however, is too scanty and the nourishment insufficient, tasting 
meat but on the Sabbath, and representing almost misery incar- 
nate. The reasons are ostensible and the causes obvious. For 
the lack of support and the want of proper assistance, the 
managers and officers of the somewhat neglected institution, can 
hardly accomplish any better under the circumstances. 
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“The Shaarei Zedek Hospital in Jerusalem may rank with 
its colleague, the Mount Sinai, in New York, catering to the 
patients Kosher diet, something that the American benefactors, 
with princely sums of money at their disposal, could not or 
would not achieve. There are two more hospitals in the Holy 
City, Bikur Cholim and Misgab la’Dach, respectively. These, 
however, lack funds and want space, the patients, therefore, can 
scarcely be accommodated, yet after all the inadequacy in the 
mentioned institutions, the latter are almost palatial mansions 
when compared with the abodes and dwellings of the poor 
inmates. 

“One crying need in Jerusalem hospitals is the absence of a 
house physcician or surgeon, the patients continually waiting for 
the arrivals of the attending medical men, and forced very fre- 
quently to be treated by healers or nurses, whose skill and 
knowledge barely warranting the use of drugs and the employ- 
ment of the scalpel in the proper manner. 


“The Hinuch Evrim deserves special merit. It teaches the 
blind the sign-reading, mental development and sundry means for 
professions; the inmates proving efficient and able to get along in 
the world, after leaving the institution, their natural defects 
notwithstanding. 

“As a whole, the European and American moneys sent to 
Jerusalem are indeed forces for good, bringing help and succor 
to various unfortunates and uplifting and elevating the minds 
and souls of individuals and aggregations. 


“The Halukkah, that old monster, though it supports 
hundreds and thousands of Jews and Jewesses, should have been 
abolished altogether. It breeds paupers, adventurers and 
swindlers. The fact is that the Bezallel school is always full of 
youths and maidens and men and women, old and young, eager 
and willing, to work out their own salvation, earn their daily 
bread and become useful members of the community. But the 
mediaeval Halukkah that still exists among the devotees and the 
pietistic ones turn men and women into idlers and idol worship- 


Harry Fischel on Conditions in Palestine 105 


pers, fanatic and phantastic, dreaming and visionary, sleepy and 
somnolent, sluggish and drowsy. 

“Many sources and manifold resources coming to the Holy 
Land from co-religionsts in the United States, it is about high 
time for the otherwise shrewd and industrious Americans to 
apply these funds for better purposes and loftier ideals, the trend 
and bent of which become progressive and advanced,vital and 
virile, useful and flexible, but not retrogressive, stagnant, 
stationary and tribal. 

“Jaffa, on the other hand, represents but favorable condi- 
tions and pleasant environments. Harbored within its hospitable 
walls and courteous gates, one wonders whether he is in Europe, 
America or some Eldorado of a newly discovered continent. Its 
Orientalism, Asiatic traits and primordial customs disappeared 
entirely; while its particular Jewish institutions merit wide 
recognition and. extensive acknowledgement. The Gymnasium, 
Tahkemoni-Academy and the Professional School, all specific 
Jewish institutions, maintained and supported by European sub- 
scriptions and American donations, are models of places and 
prove satisfactorily to both, benefactors and beneficiaries. 

“And the last proves indeed the best of all. The Jewish 
colonies, twenty in number, are indeed gardens of Eden on this 
stretch of space, sometimes dubbed as world, for lack of a better 
dictum and for want of an appropriate stratum. 

“Tet those slanderers of the Jewish race come and see for 
themselves, how communal interests are autonomously guarded, 
without the policemen’s club or a sheriff’s order. The munici- 
palities are governed by their own representatives, without any 
outside pressure or governmental interference. And as for the 
orchards, groves, gardens and forests, why they are blooming, 
blossoming and spread fragrance and aromatic odors all around, 
reminding one and all of past glory, ancient greatness and 
Israel’s sovereignty.” 
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XXXVIII. 
HEBRAICA IN JERUSALEM 


TS nineteenth century brought, indeed, a new era in the 
monotonous life of the Jewish residents of the Oriental 
countries in general and Palestine, the land of the Promise, in 
particular. The Blood Accusation in Damascus, transplanted on 
Mohammedan soil by Christian fanatics, caused the arrest and 
conviction of innocent Jews, supposedly implicated in the crime 
they never dreamt of. The French charge d’Affaires, frivolously 
or bigoted, lent his official dignity to the lower passions, which, 
however, caused indignation and disgust among the better classes 
of Paris, the French metropolis. 

Isaac Adolph Cremiaux, of Paris, France, a member of the 
bar, a brilliant lawyer and for a time Minister of Justice, being 
of Jewish birth and religion, undertook the trip to the East to 
study conditions, ascertain the nature and characteristic of the 
grave charges and intercede with the Porte in behalf of the un- 
fortunate sufferers. Crossing the English Channel, he stopped 
in London, where he secured the co-operation and company of 
the great philanthropist, Sir Moses Montifiore. Armed with 
letters of introduction from prelates and potentates, the noble 
pair proceeded to Constantinople, Damascus and Jerusalem, 
visiting, likewise, some other Turkish cities of minor importance. 

The mission proving successful, the charges withdrawn and 
the accused liberated, the Europeans became deeply touched and 
intensely affected by the deplorable state of the Ottoman Jews. 
The latter, though full-fledged natives for hundreds of years, 
almost out-Heroding-Herod, being the lineal descendants from 
the very remnant that clung to the sacred soil after the Roman 
invasion and Titus’ victories, with some sprinkling of Spanish 
refugees, who were banished from the Pyrenean pennisula by the 
cruel decrees of Ferdinand and Isabella, in 1492, yet they were 
socially, politically and economically ostracised and dilapidated. 
There were, in addition, some Jews and Jewesses, representing 
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countries and continents, who immigrated thither for the main 
purpose of dying in the land of their ancestors and be buried 
with the Patriarchs, prophets, sages, kings and great men in 
Israel. 

Returning home to London and Paris, respectively, 
Cremieaux and Montifiore took upon themselves to ameliorate 
the difficulties, circumstances and environments of their un- 
fortunate brethren in the East. At the invitation and solicita- 
tion of the Frenchman, the Alliance Israelite Universelle was 
created in Paris with branches all over the civilized world, New 
York, and Philadelphia included. Hundreds of schools for all 
sorts of education, science, languages and agriculture have been 
established, throughout the Oriental countries, and maintained 
ever since. While the noble Englishman spent almost his entire 
fortune for the erection and building of houses, dwellings, cot- 
tages, parks, Synagogues, hospitals and similar institutions of 
need and usefulness. 

From all countries of the world, Jews began to go to Pales- 
tine, not to die but to live, prosper and multiply, once again, as 
in days of old and times of yore. The national consciousness 
awoke, thrilling sentiments and vibrating emotions for the re- 
vival of the ancestral treasures and the renewal of ancient 
glories, filled all spheres and atmospheres, culminating in the 
formation and edification of agricultural colonies, commercial 
centres, mechanical ateliers, printing plants, newspaper ven- 
tures, gymnasia, Bezallel institute and schools for polytechnics. 

Extremes indeed meet. Russian atrocities and American 
stringent immigration laws caused thousands of wayfarers to seek 
shelter and look for permanent quarters in Palestine, where 
under the aegis of the Young Turks, the Parliament and the 
Constitution, Jews may share the bliss and blessings of the 
country on a par with other Ottoman subjects. Styled by 
Mohammeth, the People of the Book, the Jews in Palestine feel 
the brunt keenly, lacking books and wanting volumes, pamphlets, 
brochures and periodicals. True, there opened a national library 
under the euphony of Midrash Abarbanel, at the city of Jerusa- 
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lem, in the year of 1892, in commemoration of the Jewish Exodus 
{rom Spain, Abarbanel being the name of a famous Jew, scholar, 
philisopher, linguist and Scriptural commentator, who had held 
the financial portfolio at the Court of Lisbon, Portugal. 
Exempted from sharing the fate of his kith and kin and insisted 
upon keeping his exalted post, Don Isaac Abarbanel divested him- 
self of the royal paraphernalia, donned the wandering garments 
and followed his co-religionists in exile. Of a literary bend and . 
bookish inclinations, the name Abarbanel given to a Jewish Bib- 
liotheca implies a double mission and carries a two-fold message, 
perpetuating the great man and raisiug the value of bookishness 
and learning above all other matter and manner. 

The library contains books in all languages and dialects, 
dealing with all branches of science, the appellations of Hebracia 
or Midrash notwithstanding. Beginning with a mere handful 
of books donated by a small number of enthusiastic intellectuals, 
the Bibliotheca continued to rise gradually. Professor Herman 
Shapiro of Heidelberg, poet Constantine Ivanowitz Shapiro of 
St. Petersburg and Dr. Leon Plaskove of Simpherople, left their 
vast collections of very valuable books and manuscripts for the 
use in the rooms of the Jerusalemic library; while Dr. Joseph 
Hazanowitz of Bialystok, Poland, donated, some seventeen years 
ago, all his own books, numbering by the thousands, to the 
Midrash Abarbanel, supplying and furnishing it with new books 
ever since, time and again. 

For a time, the halls and the rooms for the depository of 
the books and the accommodation of the numerous readers had 
to be rented, causing thus inconvenience for the hundreds of 
sojourners and tourists, who were eager and zealous to consult 
their shelved friends and get advices from sages and _ sires, 
during pilgrimages and visits. Recently, however, a house was 
purchased for the use of the Midrash Abarbanel, the funds 
coming mainly from St. Petersburg, Odessa and other Russian 
centres, though the Hilfs Verein der Deutschen Jueden, the 
American B’nai B’rith and several London associations contri- 
buted towards the completion and the perfection of the venture. 
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XXXIX. 
HEBREW AND YIDDISH 


HE intense disputes and fierce controversies between the 

champions of the Hebrew tongue and the friends of the 
Juedish dialect for supremacy, rank and birthright is neither a 
recent issue nor a new notion. It sprang to the scenic surface, 
some thirty years ago, when the yiddish works of Dineson, 
Abramowitz and Spector began to bud and blossom in the Rus- 
sian Pale of Jewish settlement. Insignificant in forces and 
small in numbers, the combatants grew gradually, the admirers 
of Hebrew fearing the jargon invasion and dreading the Yiddish 
incursion, in which instance they observed the servant becoming 
the rival and opponent of her very mistress. By means foul and 
fair, they endeavored to sling mud and cast shadows upon 
tongue and writers alike, advancing the theory of a language 
never becoming considered as such among sister-institutions 
when lacking grammar and wanting the Bible. Yiddish, they 
maintain, is but a collection of words and idioms gathered from 
sundry tongues and various dialects, here, there and everywhere, 
by nomadic Israel and the wandering Jew, during his continuous 
travels and constant pilgrimages, in all times and climes, coun- 
tries and continents, states and provinces. Originating amidst 
unfavorable conditions and reduced environments, the Juedish 
Jargon dialect assumed but a secondary position and was as- 
signed to a lower stage, disclosing in the long run a deficient 
vocabulary and a scanty output, failing, therefore, to provide for 
the coinage, expression and phrasing of terms and technicalities 
for higher sentiments, altruistic ideas and inspired opinions. 
Hebrew, on the other hand, emanates from God himself, being 
continuously the mouthpiece of kings, prophets, sages and phil- 
osophers, moulding the shape of an independent people, framing 
the constitution of humanity and embodying the laws and codices, 
principles and doctrines, rules and regulations. It would be, 


110 The Coming of Shiloh 


indeed, sacrilegious and blasphemous to gather the two, the 
matron and the servant, into one fold to Sete ee notes and 
seal fates. 

The friends of ‘the Yiddish, however, attempt to hold at 
bay, cleave to their methods and refuse opposing statements. 
They take the defensive side and apologize for their conduct, 
strivings and agitation, paying at the same time due homage and 
tributary respect to the Hebrew and its extensive literature, and 
justifying their Yiddish and its expositions, furtherance and 
fostering, nevertheless. The jargon, as it is dubbed by enemies 
and traducers, is a dialect that is spoken, employed and used by 
millions of Jews in sundry regions of both hemispheres. It is, 
perhaps, gleaned and taken from other languages, but then, some 
European lingoes and languages are but borrowed objects and 
stolen articles from olden dialects and classic tongues. True, 
when weighed and measured with modern tongues and Euro- 
pean dialects, the Yiddish would be found wanting and its litera- 
ture insufficient, without merit or distinction. But then, it is in 
stages and periods of evolution and transition. Rome was not 
completed in one day, neither could the Yiddish accormpltal such 
a task. 

Patience, endurance and long suffering are means and media 
for sensible men and reasonable Jews to pursue and follow, 
avoiding thus disagreements, broils and schism. Both, admirers 
of Hebrew and pursuers of Yiddish, frankly admit and openly 
confess the predilection rendered the Yiddish far more above 
the Hebrew, the latter remaining but classic and dormant, used 
for publications of books and reprint of the ancient canon; 
whereas the former is in daily use and constant employment of 
one and all, as the only means for the transaction of business, 
communication of desires and exchange of opinions. Majority, 
then, in this instance, rules as well as in all other cases and 
causes, texts and pretexts, reasons and effects. One, as a matter 
of policy, conceals his inner emotions, checks his internal feelings 
and sails under delusive veneering, putting the Yiddish under 
the ban of excommunication, knowing full”well that he may ill 
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afford to act in such a way of self-abnegation and self-denial, 
himself, his wife and family employing but this very dialect, 
time and again, as means and medium for daily pursuits. 


Recently, the Hebrew gained new recruits and its forces 
increased abundantly by the followers of Zionism and the latter’s 
professors and pupils, hoping to restore the ancient tongue in the 
historical country and rejuvenate the ancestral language on the 
regenerated soil. Yet, the Poalei Zionists, the bulk of whom are 
but people of mediocre education and limited enlightenment, 
neither studying the Hebrew language nor pursuing its lore and 
learning, talk themselves hoarse in favor of Yiddish, hoping sin- 
cerely and trusting faithfully in the future of their pet dialect 
and the perpetuity of the jargon, the niceties and beauties of 
which may sway the gates of Zion and prevail within the portals 
of Jerusalem, spreading thenceforth throughout the country and 
the continent, in all parts and regions of the civilized world, like 
its sister superior and big brother, the Law and the Word of 
the Lord, that go forth from Zion and Jerusalem, for the bliss 
of mankind and the blessing for humanity! 


Both, the Hebraists and Jargonists are perhaps overshoot- 
ing the mark and displaying superfluous zeal and excessive eager- 
ness for a cause, the stability and establishment of which are 
but objects and affairs for posterity to decide and conclude. 
Emancipated Jews, as a matter of record, discard both, Hebrew 
and Yiddish, whereas Jews in lands of oppression and countries 
cf persecution employ the Jargon as well as the Hebrew, con- 
tinually making use of the latter, during prayer and devotion, 
and resorting to the former, in course of profane dealings and 
social intercourses. At present, both are declining, growing 
generations and younger elements forsaking the Hebrew and 
weaning themselves away from the use of the Yiddish. Whether 
times will change and the reawakening of the one and the revival 
of the other come to pass, one must needs be a prophet or a 
son of a prophet to prophesy or prognosticate. 
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XL. 
HEBREW AND YIDDISH 


HE dictum Yiddish for the Judaeo-German dialect expresses 

but one-half of its significance, the other part belonging, 
rather, to the Hebrew tongue, the Scriptural Books (2 Kings 
xvili, 26 and 28), (Isaiah xxxvi, 11 and 13) and (Nehemiah 
xii, 24) having designated the name of Juedith for the He- 
brew, accordingly, at the expense of the very latter term, the 
existence of which lacks essentially in the ancient literature. It 
can never be denied that the very fact of both, Hebrew and Yid- 
dish, being of recent origin and modern coinage, and if one wants 
to be honest, without working under cover and sailing under 
false colors, would have to admit the stability and practicability 
of the names of Holy Tongue and Hebrew-Teitsh for Hebrew 
and Yiddish, respectively, which designations were in vogue 
with our sires for hundreds of years, lucidly explaining to one 
and all their special import and particular sway, never becoming 
subject to obscurity or falling prey to treacherous ambiguity. 

There, however, appeared on the scenic surface linguistic 
geniuses and philological savants who questioned the propriety of 
the implicatin of the Holy Tongue for secular objects, maintain- 
ing as they did that the downfall of the tongue and the discon- 
tinuance of the language are the results and consequences of the 
holiness and sacredness of the lingo which should not tum 
profane by daily use and frequent abuse. They, therefore, 
divorced themselves from the “Holy Tongue,” marrying the He- 
brew instead, unaware, perhaps, of the fact that the Talmud 
makes it incumbent upon the father to converse with his children 
in the Holy Tongue, irrespective of the nature of the talk and 
the character of the entertainment. The shibboleth of Hebrew- 
Teitsh, on the other hand, lost its grace with the people, for 
obvious reasons and ostensible causes, Yiddish becoming the bet- 
ter expedient, as a matter of policy. But then, when contrasting 
the Hebrew with the Yiddish, the former is.reduced to a mere 
subterfuge of a dubious ambiguity, for the severance of the 
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Hebrew from Yiddish renders it somewhat incongruous, almost 
an everlasting anachronism. What is the Hebrew then if not 
Yiddish? Is it Gentile, Christian or Pagan? Our neighbors ex- 
tend open arms to our forsaken Hebrew, forming divisions and 
introducing segregations between Hebrew and Jews, praising 
highly the former and having condemnation and contempt for 
the latter. One, however, and a Jew especially, would never 
subscribe to such a notion, neither shall we estrange Hebrew 
from Yiddish, the expression as such assumes more or less of a 
flexible aspect, and the guise of one is, likewise, the disguise of 
the other. Yiddish is indeed a cover for the Jargon-dialect, at 
the same time the Jewish mother relates, time and again, of her 
children taking the studies of both, Yiddish and English, this 
particular Yiddish denotes Hebrew, pure and simple. 

But then, the modern fanatics are divided in two antagon- 
istic camps, bitterly opposing one another, the national language 
causing the friction and effecting the tension, Hebrew and Yid- 
dish being responsible for the breach. Though Yiddish as an 
abstract form embraces bcth, the Hebrew and the Jargon, the 
latter part company, nevertheless. Referring to Yiddish as a 
medium of speech, it is the Judaeo-German only. When, how- 
ever, studies are involved, the slogan becomes elastic, bearing 
reflections rather, on the perusal of Hebrew. Yet, one would 
never reduce the Hebrew or the institution for Hebrew learning 
to become helpful and useful to Yiddish, Raisin and Rosenfeld, 
Peretz and Sholom Aleichem, Mendele and Ash will never replace 
Moses and David, Joshua and Samuel, Isaiah and Jeremiah. Of 
course, one may be desirous of pondering upon the books of the 
latter worthies, utilizing at the same time Yiddish for explana- 
tions and translations. But then the scope of the Hebrew 
schools being abnormal, the program limited, the time short and 
the method modern, there is hardly a chance for the Yiddish 
tongue to flourish and prosper. The home, the mother and the 
material goodies, without which the present generation would 
hardly develop into manhood and womanhood, these means and 
media may be instrumental in the perpetuation of the Yiddish 


114 The Coming of Shiloh 


and the preservation of the Jargon. The press, it appears, 
wastes its energies and exhausts its efforts, pardoning the real 
culprit and lashing an innocent scapegoat instead. 


XLI. 
HEBREW PROPAGANDA 


HE German Central Committee of the Organization for the 

Diffusion and Spread of the Hebrew Tongue, with head- 
quarters in Berlin, sent the following call to press and pulpit in 
all cities and towns of the civilized world, where Jews live and 
prosper, your correspondent turning it into English: 

“The Hebrew language is one of the unestimable treasures of 
the Jews. Why, it has been spoken by the patriarchs, matriarchs, 
law-makers, judges, prophets, kings, sages, Rabbis and philoso- 
phers for thousands of years, God himself joining the list, hav- 
ing, likewise, created the world by means of the Hebrew lingo. 
A Jew can hardly be such without a fluent knowledge and a 
comprehensive understanding of his ancestral tongue. During 
the Diaspora and in the course of their exile, the Jews lost their 
independence, freedom, and land, retaining, however, their spir- 
itual sources and mental resources, intellectual equipment and 
cultural outfit. Enemies and adversaries, within and without, 
endeavored to taboo his writings, burn his books and destroy 
his manuscripts. The Jew, however, appeared and reappeared, 
time and again, carrying his books under his arms for continual 
study and constant perusal.” 

The Hebrew tongue, pronounced dead by friend and foe 
alike, and classified on a par with the ancient Latin and _ his- 
torical Greek, the Hebrew language returned to life, rejuvenated 
and resumed its former glory, once again. 

The German Organization wishes to spread and further the 
use of Hebrew among all Jews of the world, as the only link 
that may couple together the members of the ancient people, so 
that one and all may understand each other, communicate and 
speak one and the same tongue and language, ‘raising, likewise, 
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the respect and esteem of the Jewish writers, who devote time 
and means to Hebrew writings and literature. Encouraged and 
stimulated, they may advance gradually, introduce new ideas and 
theories in education, instruction and pedagogical lines, helping 
the growing generation and the younger element to ascend the 
ladder safely. 


The Hebrew Propaganda controls, at present, one hundred 
and fifty societies in various countries, making rapid strides and 
going from strength to strength, success and progress crowning 
the ventures and adventures. The results and consequences of 
this yeoman work of the Propaganda has been demonstrated at 
the last Zionistic Congress, where among the deliberations and 
discussions that were held in European tongues, English, Ger- 
man, French and Russian, one session was devoted to Hebrew, 
this being the medium of the manifold transactions and the 
onerous reflections, the speakers being Jews from different lands. 
Nahum Sokoloff of Warsaw, Poland, taking the leading part, as 
a matter of common course, and our own Dr. Juda L. Magnes, 
an American‘ product, the former Rabbi of Temple Emanu-E], 
New York, responded, employing the Hebrew as freely and 
eloquently as he uses his English. Dr. Max Nordau, philosopher 
and scientist, one of the foremost men of this generation, turned 
enthusiastic and became intensified with this particular session 
te such an extent as to call it the Crown of the Congress for 
the thrilling drill it created within the hearts and minds of all 
present. 

Another manifestation of the recognition of the Propaganda 
is the Hebrew Day that had been celebrated of late in Lemberg, 
Galicia, at the occasion of which hundreds of lovers of the 
Hebrew language from various countries flocked thither for 
participation in the exercises and expression of their devotions 
over the splendid achievement of the ancestral tongue coming to 
its own, once again. America, however, is somewhat lagging. 


In days of old and times of yore, the tribes of Reuben and 
Gad joined hands and combined forces with the other tribes of 
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Israel, ensconced within the Holy Land, the Jordan’s division 
notwithstanding. America, likewise, must need follow suit and 
introduce branches of the Society for Dissemination of Hebrew 
Propaganda, here, there and everywhere, in New York, Chi- 
cago, Boston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Camden, N. J., and 
Charleston, W. Va. 


ALU, 
HEBREW RENAISSANCE IN PALESTINE 


ITH the increase of national consciousness, there arise 

wishes and desires for the traditional customs and the 
study of ancient ceremonies. Members of the race admire the 
past, delight in history and cherish antiquities. They are, indeed, 
potent agencies that determine certain views in the nation’s as 
well as in the individual’s mind. Land and language stand first 
and foremost in the formation and culture of a people’s standard 
and its further development. 

Following accepted principles, the Israelites formed their 
own sources of wisdom in days of old, during their settlement 
in Palestine, when the Hebrew tongue swayed their destinies. 
And though they lost their independence, their land was con- 
quered, their language ceased to express timely needs, the Jews 
still continue to live separate lives. Marvelous that all these 
years of dispersion could not have left their imprint on the 
Wandering Jew, who clings still tenaciously to ancestral inheri- 
tance. But then, while Palestine has been owned by other 
masters for the last two thousand years, Hebrew is still his 
language and Eretz Israel is still his country, the traitorous 
diatribes and the scoffing platitudes to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. The Torah, the Holy Law, the Bible, the Talmud and their 
roultifarious addenda replace the land that has been taken away. 
The Hebrew tongue, though not used in daily pursuits, is still 
retained in the ritual, all the world over. Rabbis of the Talmud 
sanctioned the recital of prayers in any tongue or dialect, which 
utterance has been accepted with satisfaction by modern reform- 
ers. The bulk of the Jews disregard this order, never divorcing 
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the synagogue from the language of Moses, Samuel, David, 
Isaiah and Jeremiah. Moreover, adopting the German, Spanish 
and other tongues for secular use, the Jews use the Hebrew 
characters as if wishing to proselyte these languages and convert 
them into Hebrew. Again, there are still hundreds of Jews and 
Jewesses who read, write and speak Hebrew. And but recently, 
your humble servant delivered a sermon in Hebrew which was 
attended by hundreds of co-religionists. But their children 
could neither understand nor talk the Biblical tongue, giving thus 
unwillingly the alien languages opportunities to develop. There 
were times when the French tongue was that of many a Euro- 
pean country, German titles adorned the Russian military ranks, 
and Austrian subjects never spoke any German. All these in- 
congruitiés have undergone a radical change of late. Why -then 
should the Jew remain behind? The processes of Germanization, 
Russification and Americanization are in full swing in both 
hemispheres, the national self-consciousness is dominating, the 
racial revival prevailing everywhere; why then should the Jews 
still indulge in suicidal denationalization? Why continuously 
cling to that doubtful centrifugal notion? Why not adopt, rather, 
the centripetal one, which has a scriptural backing in the very 
words of “To thy tents, O Israel!” (1 Kings xii, 16). 

These simple questions have been propounded, time and 
again. Sons and daughters of Yeshurun, enthusiastically rushed 
to the colors, formed associations and began in earnest to settle 
Palestine. Houses have been built by the sweat of the Jewish 
brow; families sprung into existence, and the question of a 
national dialect loomed up. “Mah Yophith”’ Jews were never 
lacking, even in the midst of pioneer workers. The erstwhile 
Russians smuggled in the Russian tongue into the Holy Land, 
while the bulk of the colonists spoke the Yiddish. This lingual 
dispute was finally settled to satisfy the parties concerned, the 
Hebrew being proclaimed the national language of the rejuve- 
nated Palestinians. Of course, some doubts were expressed as 
to the possibilities of the Hebrew to take up, once again, its seat 
of honor among living tongues, after being looked upon as a dead 
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language for hundreds of years. But then, Eliazar Ben Jehudah, 
publisher of a Hebrew paper and compiler of a dictionary, proved 
a living example of how Hebrew may become a medium of ex- 
pression for worldly pursuits. He, his wife and all his family 
speak Hebrew. There is another attractive charm in the Hebrew 
tongue for the growing generation. Priest in English never con- 
veys the idea of Kohen in Hebrew, the former describing but 
the individual’s particular mission, the latter a lineal pedigree to 
the progenitor of the priestly dynasty, Aaron, the great-grandson 
-of Jacob. Levite is but an idiomatic paradox in the vernacular, 
whereas the Hebraic Levy traces its owner to his namesake, the 
third son of Jacob. And all other members of the Israelitish 
people can point towards Joshua, Samuel, David, Isaiah and 
Micah as their ancestors. Are there any Gentiles that ‘may prove 
any identity with celebrities of the Old or the New Testament? 
The above mentioned Kohens and Levis are next in kin to 
Moses, without any suspicion; where are the people among the 
Christians who can trace their birth to Jesus, Mary, Paul, 
Mathew, Luke, Mark and John? 

* There are numerous phrases in the Hebrew tongue which 
are sources of inspiration. Adam, Eve and multifarious Biblical 
names bear testimony to events in their respective lives. 

Again, the very idea for utilizing for mundane purposes, the 
medium that sponsored the patriarchs, prophets, psalmists and 
law-makers, makes, indeed, one’s heart throb with emotion. 
Greek and Latin, the two other classics, are never spoken, 
Homer and Virgil are reserved for libraries and class rooms; 
whereas Isaiah and Jeremiah are used for oral utterances. Rabbi 
Meyer was, indeed, wise in his generation, saying as he did, 
there is compensation in the world to come for the one who 
makes Hebrew his means of expression. And perhaps the 
prophets, foreseeing the law emanating from Zion and the word 
of God from Jerusalem, bore witness to the Holy Tongue, which 
is the only agent for the diffusion of Godliness and the dissemi- 
nation of His unity. Thousands of dollars are being continu- 
ously spent by nations and peoples in all civilized parts of the 
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world for expeditions, settlements and parcels of land in Pales- 
tine. It will be economic for the Jews to teach their children to 
speak Hebrew, which may put them in touch with their brethren 
and kinsmen in the Holy Land, thus uniting the broken cords 
and fastening loose links. 

Although the Jews afford their offspring instructions in 
Hebrew, its prayers and codices, it never produces any tangible 
results. The children grope in the darkness, failing to grasp the 
meanings and definitions of a language that is neither spoken 
nor read. 

The Palestinian pioneers having, likewise, to grapple with 
these problems, in larger dimensions, owing to the number of 
Jews that settled there, fell on a plan. Ebrith b’ebrith is the 
accepted system of instruction of youth in the Holy Land. In 
some cases pictures and illustrations are added-to the curricula, 
intensifying the minds of the children towards their lessons. In 
the long run, they find the Hebrew the means of forming friend- 
ship and intimacy among their mates, coming from all parts of 
the world and speaking all tongues. The Hebrew works won- 
ders in all directions, not only in the synagogue, through the 
prayer book, but in the house, on the street, during play and 
everywhere. No wonder that, overwhelmed by hostile neigh- 
bors, the Prophet exclaims in ecstatic fervency: “I am a Hebrew 
and fear the God of Heavens!” (Jonah i, 9). The Hebrew 
tongue fostering the Divine Presence and the heavenly creation 
more than any other language on earth! 

Following the children, the parents begin talking Hebrew. 
Now, there are scores of houses in Jerusalem, Jaffa and the 
colonies where Hebrew is spoken. The children of Ashkenasic, 
Sephardic, Yemenite, and Bokharan Jews reconcile thus the 
parents, who fomerly looked askance at each other, for lack of 
communication and want of understanding. It is obvious that 
whatever tongue children use, the parents, nolens volens, adopt 
it. From Synagogue the Hebrew language went to the Heder, 
thence to the street, to the private dwelling and to the meeting 
room. 
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Of course, there are sayings and expressions, recently 
formed, which hardly find any prototypes in the Scriptures and 
which can scarcely assume Hebrew veneerings, but then, there 
are valuable addenda to the Hebrew literature, namely the Tal- 
mudic, Midrashic, Apocalyptic, liturgic and neo-Hebraic books 
and volumes which contain stores of idioms and prhases, res- 
ponding to modern applications and recent innovations. Some 
twenty-five years ago, when Peter Smolensky was among the 
living and his monthly Hashahar was spreading its light amongst 
young and old, a would-be-benefactor of the Jewish people and 
the Hebrew tongue, proposed the formation of a committee to 
add to the poor and scanty Hebrew lingo words from European 
tongues. 

Telegraph may, indeed, take umbrage with the Hebrew 
“Dilug rov,” dispatch properly replies to “Dea Pesa” and idea is 
nothing but an offshoot from “Y’diah.” 

European, American and all Jews, learn the Hebrew; study 
your national tongue; respect your peculiar treasure and you 
will be, likewise, respected by both, friend and foe, alike! 


XLII. 
THE HERZL-WALD AND ITS SURROUNDINGS 


HE city of Lud, mentioned in Talmudic history as a market 

place of some considerable note, is resuming its former 
glory and quondam operations, once again, owing to the Herel- 
Wald, or the forest in commemoration of Dr. Theodore Herzl, 
the father of modern Zionism. Zionists and non-Zionists, the 
world over, contribute willingly to the planting of trees in the 
Herzl-Wald, perpetuating both, the leader’s and their own names. 
It is situated in the mountainous regions, in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of the Jerusalem-Jaffa railroad. 

In the centre of the Wald is a massive structure, surrounded 
by groups of small houses, where the planters of trees, tillers of 
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the soil and other agricultural people rest and recuperate from 
their toil and labor. The building that towers above the rest 
was originally established as a school house for the accommoda- 
tion of the children of the neighborhood, who, however, failed 
to come sooner to this world, so as to enjoy the bliss and bless- 
ings of scholastic curriculum and the subjects under instruction. 
The schooling idea or the Kyriath Sepher, as it was first named, 
had to be abandoned, at least for a while, until more settlers 
flock to the place, more marriages are contracted, the number of 
births increased and candidates for study and learning swarm 
about. 

The edifice at present represents some kind of an office, 
housing several men of agricultural fame and experience, who 
supervise the planting of the Herzl trees, direct the newly arriv- 
ing farmers in their work and make themselves useful in the 
growing and flourishing community. The work progresses 
rapidly, the workers harmonize with one another to such an 
extent as to save all the profits and the annual gain with the 
administration, sharing thus the dividends equally, at the year’s 
closing, when new material is needed and other necessities begin 
to appear on the scenic surface. 

Employer and employe are unknown in the town of Lud 
and its surrounding colonies, the affairs being somewhat com- 
munal, the dwellers in the small houses being looked upon as 
equals to those stationed, permanently or temporarily, in mag- 
nificent structures, superiority and inferiority being excluded 
from their vocabularies and dictionaries. 

Of course, not all the workingmen enjoy the same privileges, 
some of them, for one reason or another, are merely wage- 
earners, hired by the day, week or month, according to arrange- 
ments and agreements. But even these are perfectly satisfied, 
neither grumbling nor complaining like other workingmen in 
Europe and America, receiving their pay regularly at the end of 
the day, week or month, in pursuance of previous agreements or 
mutual contracts. In fact, it almost became known throughout 
Palestine, Syria and adjacent countries that Lud is the best 
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place of opportunity and chance for the common laborer. There 
are co-operative stores, kitchens and supplies for the men, so as 
to save them from falling nito the clutches of parasites and 
leeches, who might have infected the place for the sake of gain, 
profit and exploit. 

The spiritual uplift and intellectual elevation have never 
been overlooked, and a room has been reserved for a library, 
reading and debating purposes, where the colonists and laborers 
gather during leisure hourss, to read papers, magazines and 
books, and discuss viatl questions and timely subjects, the latter 
including reports on agriculture and horticulture, which are 
being culled from Constantinople, Jerusalem and European 
periodicals. 

Although the men have been recruited from various parts 
cf Europe and sundry sections of the world, differing thus, in 
speech, customs. and traditions, they all, however, unite on the 
common cause of rejuvenating Palestine and securing a home 
for their children, free from police vigilance and neighborly con- 
tempt. There are, as a matter of record, men belonging to the 
society known as Poalei Zion, while others are staunch members 
of the association of Poel Hatzoir, standing far apart in their 
ideas, notions, missions and aspirations, yet all these divisions 
and disagreements are but academical, fighting wind-mills, at 
cultural assemblies, and reviving Don Quixote and his faithful 
Sancho Panso, at literary meetings and intellectual gatherings; 
in daily life, however, prosaic realities and mundane pursuits, 
they all unite, working for the common cause and reciprocal 
welfare, irrespective of studied doctrines and bookish principles. 

There are, likewise, on the farms, groups of Yemenite Jews, 
whose language, ideas and aspirations differ extensively from 
those of Russian and Roumanian Jews. They are indeed’ a 
peculiar class of Jews, having, apparently, nothing in common 
with our Jews, eastern or western, Oriental or Occidental, Euro- 
peans or Americans. These Jews, thotgh descendants from 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, living separately and placed in 
peculiar conditions, formed principles, doctrines and theories of 
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their own, the like of which can hardly be found among Euro- 
pean and diverse Jews. But then, the stomach knows neither 
caste nor clan, and relieved from the latter’s demands and 
claims, one sooner turns peaceful and becomes tranquil, never 
wishing to run the unnecessary risk and endanger reality for 
imagination, truth for theory and practical presence for illu- 
sionary future. Procuring work and securing employment, these 
Yemenites slowly but surely divorce themselves from former 
notions and cherished inspirations, being sensible enough to see 
the sun, moon and stars, taking a widely different course and 
trusting to nature and its phenomenal appearances, that the 
future has something indeed in store for the bulk of Israel, 
whose share and portion they may, likewise, enjoy, on the 
common cause and proper effects. 


XLIV. 
THE BAY LITES 


HERE is a popular impression that culture, study and edu- 

cation made their initial steps in Europe during the first 
centuries of the Common Era. People close their eyes and 
refuse to consider the facts of cultured and enlightened nations 
having swayed the destinies of mankind some thousands of 
years ago, when Europe represented but a desert and its peoples 
roamed the forests and the woods in stages of nudity. 

Egypt, as a matter of fact, has always flourished of a people 
of civilization and culture. The hieroglyphic cuneiforms and the 
papyrean scrolls, recently discovered in abundant multitudes 
and correctly deciphered, testify in favor of Egypt’s quondam 
advancements and former enlightenment. Now another nation 
of old is looming up to the front, thanks to the explorative 
achievements of the archaeological parties. Among numerous 
nations of antiquity, the name of the Hittites has been recorded 
in the Old Testament, time and again. From sporadic remarks 
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and short accounts, one gathered the scant information of the 
Hittite’s geographical positions, social dispositions and financial 
conditions. 

Modern research discovered, likewise, valuable tidings re- 
garding the Hittites, by means of successful excavations made 
in the Euphrates valley, in Messopotamia, where traces of their 
capital city, containing palaces, mansions and castles, are posi- 
tivelly proven. It appears, moreover, that they knew the arts 
of architecture, sculpture and all sorts of culture, superseding 
perhaps contemporaneous Egypt. One thing is almost certain, 
which has been authentically established by one of the discovered 
documents, that the Hittites were skilled in fighting tactics and 
battle maneuvers, in lieu of which the attacking Egyptians had 
to abandon their intrenchments and sue for peace. Similar fates 
had befallen other neighboring tribes who ventured to wage war 
against the Hittites, and diplomatic strategies and cunning dev- 
ices had to be resorted to, so as to shape their destinies and re- 
establish harmony. 

The excavators claim that there are still innumerable curi- 
osities to explore, the present proceedings being somewhat ham- 
pered by local Arabs, who look upon the expedition and its 
operations as devils engaged in sacrilegious work. 

Their houses are, indeed, interesting and wonderful, con- 
sidering the age and the surroundings. The foundations are 
made of carved stone, which may rival those that have been 
hewn in modern quarries, while the walls were made of wooden 
material, lime, mortar or all these substances put together. The 
temples, castles and kingly houses have, however, nothing but 
stones in their structures, which would have made them last for 
centuries, but for continual hostilities and constant animosities 
between the Hittites and their jealous neighbors, who were 
instrumental in the wholesale extinction of both, the people and 
their monumental accomplishments. 

The writings, inscriptions and graphical recoveries betray 
signs of progress and civilization. Some ofthem resemble some- 
what the forms and manners of expression that have been util- 
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ized by the Babylonians, Egyptians and other ancient nations, 
while others seemed to have been peculiarly adapted for their 
own uses and conveniences, some sort of a code, the ciphers of 
which remained the secrecy of their own, for obvious reasons. 

Presently, the expedition succeeded in deciphering the Baby- 
lonian inscriptions, reflecting as these do upon the talent, abilities 
and genius of the Hittites in military drills, fine arts, poetry and 
literature. Their songs are inspiring, their images are of artistic 
beauty and their household implements are, indeed, masterpieces. 
When, however, their own language is better perused, the key of 
which is almost within reach of the explorers, then the Hittite’s 
identity will have been fully established. 

It will perhaps throw light and explain why Rebekkah con- 
jured her son Jacob not to marry any of. the daughters of the 
Hittites, notwithstanding the fact that her older son, Esau, in- 
termarried with them, and her father-in-law, Abraham, was in 
league with them, purchasing a parcel of land for a burying 
ground and having connections with their leading men on 
frequent occasions. 

The civilized world is, indeed, eagerly waiting for further 
developments, concerning the Hittites and neighboring tribes that 
came in contact with them, thus becoming aware of the activities 
and achievements of leaders of culture and bearers of the torch 
of civilization in apparently dark ages and supposedly unintelli- 
gent periods of mankind. There is nothing new under the sun! 


XLV. 


JACOB SAPIRSTEIN, PUBLISHER AND JOURNALIST, 
PASSES AWAY 


ACOB SAPIRSTEIN, editor of the Jewish Morning Journal 
J and publisher of the Americaner, died at the Jewish Hos- 
pital of Brooklyn, Monday, June 1, at the age of 61 years. That 
day coincided with the second day of the Feast of Pentecost, in 
the course of the religious services of which the story of Ruth, 
whose husband, brother-in-law and father-in-law died in the 
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fields of Moab, had been recited from the Hagiographal Scroll 
at Synagogues. Elimelech and his two sons, Mahalon and Chi- 
lion, whose mortuary record constitutes part and parcel of the 
festival chantings, were offshoots of nobility and distinction, of 
the very prime and pride of the Israelitic stock, and so was Jacob 
Sapirstein, a scion of a distinguished family of the city of 
Bialystock, where your humble servant was born, reared, raised 
and spent his childhood, before departing for other fields, wider 
avenues and pastures new. Mr. Sapirstein received an excellent 
education in both, secular subjects and Jewish doctrines, Bialy- 
stok being noted as a center of gravitation for enlightenment, 
learning and advancement, owing to its industrial enterprises, 
commercial activities and manufacturing ventures. Marrying a 
lady of refinement and intelligence, he moved to the city of 
Warsaw, the erstwhile capital of Poland, where he engaged in 
the publishing business, bringing about the publication of “Rabbi 
Nachman bar Jacob”, a book written by the penner of these lines, 
some 25 years ago. There and then he joined the Hobebei Zion 
society, the activities of which spread far and wide, all over the 
world, gaining adherents and admirers by the thousands. Mr. 
Sapirstein made his presence felt in the Katowitz conference, 
which remained historic in Zionistic annals and Jewish records. 

Unfortunately, he had to leave Russia in the very midst of 
his progress, due to the latter’s barbaric regime and cruel man- 
agement. There are peculiar rules and singular regulations gov- 
erning that country’s postal system, citizens and subjects turning, 
time and again, proxies for governmental agents and federal 
potentialities, securing thus better returns and prompt service. 
Mr. Sapirstein, generous and accommodating, assuming at one 
time such an anamalous position, in the course of his journay 
from Bialystok to Warsaw, was denounced then as a criminal, 
defying, one way or another, existing regulations, and would 
have certainly landed in Siberia but for his timely flight to 
America. Here, in partnership with Rabbi Hyman Brodsky, a 
townsman, and incumbent of Synagogue Anshei Russia, Newark, 
N. J., he embarked in the printing business, extending as it did 
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into one of the East Side publishing houses, the machineries of 
which ran continuously, producing interesting and instructive 
books and pamphlets for the uplift and instruction of the new- 
comers and the Russian immigrants. Absorbing American ideas 
and imbibing local teachings, Sapirstein conceived the idea of 
issuing a morning paper in Yiddish, the existing evening papers 
hardly satisfying the demands and needs of the thousands and 
tens of thousands of new arrivals. Besides, the foreigner wants 
to copy his older brother, a long resident in the country, who 
seeks for a job by means of the English morning papers. The 
Morgen Journal proved, indeed, a useful institution throughout 
the country, voicing, in addition, the opinions and sentiments of 
Orthodox Judaism, irrespective of party politics and factional 
strife. Sapirstein and his Journal turned forces for good in all 
quarters and confines, Jews and Gentiles recognizing their use- 
fulness and necessity in moulding public tendencies and propa- 
gating conservative Judaism. A host of intellectuals and enthu- 
siasts soon gathered under his banner and extended assistance 
to the good man and the worthy cause, making, this wise, the 
Morgen Journal and the Americaner the first and foremost Yid- 
dish periodicals in the land. Knowing his influence and prestige, 
Sapirstein, in company with Mr. Leon Kamaiky of the Jewish 
Daily News, called on President Taft, time and again, to inter- 
cede in behalf of his co-religionists who could not gain permis- 
sion to the land of the Czar. 

A native of Bialystok, Mr. Sapirstein was a member of the 
numerous institutes managed and controlled by the Bialystok col- 
ony in New York, as well as the other domestic, national, 
international, eleemosynary, religious, educational and cultural 
institutions, contributing lavishly to their funds and resources. 
He is survived by his widow, his children having preceded him 
to the greater beyond, years ago. But then, hundreds of thinking 
men and women will certainly mourn his demise and lament his 
untimely departure, depriving, as the latter did, the journalistic 
world of an able writer and the literary field of an excellent 
leader. May his soul rest in peace! 
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SUN i. 
JEHUDAH HALEVI 


ANY daughters have done valiantly, but thou excellest 
them all.” (Proverbs xxxi, 29.) This Solomonic praise 
would suitably fit the great thinker and illustrious poet, Jehudah 
Halevi, whose star shone so brightly on the Jewish horizon in 
the twelfth century. There were, indeed, many philosophers and 
bards among the Jews in various times, but Halevi, however, 
towers above them all, as none but Jehudah is looked upon as 
the national singer of Israel in the Diaspora, his Zionnades and 
Jeremiades substantiating this statement. Incorporated as the 
latter are, within the lamentations and dirges for the Ninth of 
Ab, they manifest the outbursts and outpourings of a pathetic 
mind and a sympathetic soul, deeply expressing and profoundly 
displaying the sorrow and grief of the possessor of these quali- 
ties and qualifications. Like burning coals, they enkindle 
and rouse to doings and activities, hopes and views, inspira- 
tions and aspirations for the future, turning the finishing touches 
of Halevi’s lamentations, the very keynote of the Jewish exist- 
ence, the solution of the puzzle, the epilogue of the melodrama. 
His birth and childhood are somewhat obscured, lacking 
authentic records, though his coming to the world is chronicled 
as having taken effect in the year 4846 A.M., in some Spanish 
city, the name of which could not be ascertained. When compara- 
tively young, Jehudah Halevi took to poetry, and soon became 
noted as a genius throughout the country. The Jewish prayer 
book being then in process of formation, every scribe and scrib- 
bler augmenting its bulky pages and extensive folios, Halevi 
contributed his share also. And while the others, in the course 
of time, changed into disuse and abuse, Halevi’s paens and 
litanies are recited and chanted with admiration and appreciation 
to these very days in all parts of the world, especially where the 
Sephardic ritual is in use, the Spanish and Portuguese Jews con- 
sidering themselves next in kin to Jehudah Halevi. 
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He wrote, also, secular songs, on love, wine, and similar 
themes, pointing, as they do, towards the wealth and opulence 
of the singer, for an empty stomach or a roofless house could 
barely produce offerings and oblations for amusements. These 
latter traits and tendencies are somewhat in contrast with the 
writing of liturgies and lamentations. But, in reviewing the life 
of Halevi, one sees changes and transformations, missing, how- 
ever, the links and buckles that fasten and clasp one to the other. 
There were, apparently, causes and reasons that prompted 
Halevi to change tactics and alter strategies. His career and 
position may, in a measure, reveal the secrets of his following 
extremes and pursuing anachronisms. 

He, like many another Jewish savant, practiced medicine, 
which profession turned lucrative and permanent, responsible, 
undoubtedly, for his life of luxury and extravagance. For obvi- 
ous or unknown reasons, Jehudah Halevi divorces himself from 
life’s pleasures and delights, becoming, instead, the student per- 
sonified and the sage incarnate, delving in books and volumes 
and producing his monumental work of philosophical ethics, 
called Hakoseri, equal in its sources and resources of knowledge 
and wisdom to Maimonides’ “Guide for the Perplexed,” Al-Piyu- 
mi’s “Beliefs and Ideas,’ Ben-Sirax’s “Ecclesiasticus” and Sol- 
omon’s “Ecclesiastes.” This mode of life, it appears, would 
never satisfy him, the wanderlust taking a strong hold on him, 
and becoming a singer of Zion’s beauties and Jerusalem’s won- 
ders, he determined to go thither, see and behold the land of his 
ancestors, the land of David, the land of the prophets and seers, 
kings and priests, sages and lawmakers. 

Of King Solomon, there is a legend that he left his throne, 
land and people, and went in exile, disguised as a beggar. Jehu- 
dah Halevi gave up his medical practice, left his wife and 
daughter, and departed for Palestine. In those days of the 
Middle Ages, travel being very slow, it was perilous, indeed, to 
venture a long journey, adding to it the voyage over the sea, on 
a sail boat, the danger certainly increased a hundred-fold. And 
to cap the climax, the crusaders were devastating both, Europe 
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and Asia, the Jews becoming prey and target everywhere, yet 
Halevi was determined on his mission of paying a visit to Zion, 
his Zion, the Zion of his muse, poetry, soul, mind—the Zion of 
his very life. 

He went, Jehudah Halevi did, on his way to Zion, and God 
went with him. Throughout his native Spain he was extended 
ovations and praises, men and women traveled and walked for 
miles, day and night, to meet the physician, poet and philosopher, 
and to do him honor. Intending to observe conditions and write 
his impressions, Jehudah Halevi was hindered from doing it, 
streams of people continually surrounding him wherever he 
stopped, so as not to lose the opportunity of being near the great 
poet and philosopher while he was in their midst. At last, he 
reached the coast, where he boarded a boat for Alexandria, 
Egypt. The water passage took very long, through dangers and 
difficulties. Halevi, however, paid very little attention to the sea 
and its threatenings, his muse occupying his time all the while, his 
best poetry being products of that particular time, when Halevi 
was tossed like a toy between heaven and water. 

Arriving at last in Alexandria, he was met by the entire 
Jewish community and received with open arms by Rabbi Sam- 
uel Hanagid, the Sultan’s physician, who took him along to 
Cairo, into his house, and entertained him for a considerable 
time. Friends persuaded Halevi to remain in Egypt and estab- 
lish himself permanently as a physician, there being a scarcity of 
medical men then in Egypt, pointing out, likewise, the absurdity 
of settling in Jerusalem, which was the scene of strife between 
the Crusaders and the Moslems. He would listen to no advice, 
counsel or argument, going to see his beloved Zion, at all risks 
and hazards. And he did go there, Jehudah Halevi did, and 
sang there the greater part of his inspired and inspiring Zion- 
nades, but he never came back. 

His birth was veiled in secrecy and so was his death, though 
legend and folklore circulated a thrilling, romantic and heroic 
story concerning his death. True to his desires, expressed in 
one of his Zionnades, the longing of kissing the stones of Zion 
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coming to pass after all. But then, while kneeling before the 
eastern wall of the Solomonic Temple, kissing the remaining 
stones and singing his Zionnade, there passed an Arabian on 
horseback and killed the pilgrim on the very spot. Whether true 
or imaginary, then or after, Jehudah Halevi, like other mortals, 
coming out of dust, had to return to dust, as a matter of course. 

Jehudah Halevi, the poet, the philosopher, the sweet singer 
of Israel, the co-operator in the Jewish Ritual and Prayer Book, 
the author of the Zionnades, is immortal; his name will endure 
forever. 


ALVII. 


JERUSALEM CHIEF RABBI PASSES AWAY 


rT HE deplorable tidings of the demise of Rabbi Samuel Salant 

of the Ashkenasic communities of the Holy Land, which 
occurred at Jerusalem, Palestine, last Monday, the 16th inst., 
have been flashed over the wires across the continents. 

Rabbi Salant was born in the city of Bialystok, in Russian 
Poland, in 1816. He manifested symptoms of subtlety, acumen 
and astounding faculties in the course of his childhood, and at a 
comparatively early age became prominent in Talmudical 
spheres and Rabbinical atmospheres, resulting from his contin- 
ual study of Jewish wisdom and constant devotion to religious 
teachings. Having married the daughter of a renown Rabbi of 
the town of Salant, in the province of Wilno, Lithuania, he has 
been given the surname of “Salant”, an apparent tribute to the 
benign city, the Rabbinic harbinger. 

Overtaxed by research and ponderance in the bulky volumes 
and their massive folios, Rabbi Salant contracted a serious 
malady, for the remedy of which he had been ordered by medical 
authorities to leave the fatherland and seek relief in a country 
with a somewhat milder climate. Palestine turned the Rabbi’s 
choice, and in the year of 1840, he went to the Holy City of Jeru- 
salem, settling there with the intention of a permanent tenancy. 
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That year noted several black pages in the annals of Jewish 
history, inasmuch as the mediaeval “Blood Accusation” appeared 
on the scenic surface of Damascus, a city of the Ottoman Em- 
pire. A number of native Jews were reported to have been 
implicated in the killing of a Christian monk, for the use of his 
blood as leaven in the Unleavened Bread that constitutes part 
and parcel of the festivities on the Passover. The civilized world 
in general and Jews in particular were shocked at the monstrous 
revival of this false accusation of a prehistoric infamy, re- 
ducing men of culture, refinement and piety to a stage of bru- 
tality and cannibalism. 

The contemporaneous Yachin and Boaz, two celebrated 
Jewish notables, Isaac Adolph Cremieaux of Paris, France, and 
Sir Moses Montefiore of London, England, volunteered to under- 
take a trip to Turkey, investigate local conditions and intercede 
with the powers that be in behalf of the innocent victims. Pass- 
ing through Jerusalem, the distinguished duet interviewed Rabbi 
Samuel Salant, the then recent acquisition to the Eternal City’s 
Rabbinate, whose brilliant logic, sound advice and personal striv- 
ings aided considerably the ventures and undertakings of the 
rescuing parties. Procuring the release and freedom of the un- 
fortunate prisoners, the public became aware of the important 
part taken in the condemned men’s liberty by Rabbi Salant as 
well as by the other potent agents. The Rabbi’s name and fame 
rose rapidly, becoming soon a power for good both, at home and 
abroad. 

Possessing ancient memories and historic monuments, Jeru- 
salem is more or less a centre of gravity for thousands of pil- 
grims of all nations and denominations, hundreds of them turn- 
ing temporal sojourners and established settlers. The Jews, in 
addition, yearning for old glory, former grandeur and national 
regeneration, once reaching that sacred soil, make their residen- 
tial abode there and then, never leaving it any more. Commerce, 
industry and professions being at a premium then in Jerusalem, 
as well as in the entire land of the Porte, the additional settlers 
could hardly eke out any sort of a livelihood, but for the muni- 
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ficence of their European brethren, who always look with rever- 
ence and awe upon the dwellers of the Holy City. Coming, 
however, as their monetary gifts did, irregularly and at greater 
or lesser intervals, they turned impractical, proving of but little 
value to the needy sufferers and never improving the accumu- 
lated poverty and increasing distress. 

Rabbi Salant instituted a Board for the reception and dis- 
tribution of foreign moneys, to every family according to its 
constituent members, the larger the aggregation the more assist- 
ance to be granted. Moreover, he took a trip to the continent, 
visiting England, Germany and Poland, instituting in the 
principal cities Palestinian Relief Societies, and stopping for a 
timely rest at Bialystok, his natal place, where he had been domi- 
ciled with the writer’s father, of a blessed memory, there being 
family connections between the two. 

Rabbi Salant became deprived of his eyesight, some fifteen 
years ago, as a result of which Rabbi Elias David Rabinowitz- 
Teomim turned his assistant, the latter, however, though com- 
paratively young, preceded his chief to better regions, years ago. 

The departed centenarian will be mourned by thousands of 
people of all races and religions, nations and denominations, 
colors and crceds, all the world over. May his soul rest in peace! 


XLVIII. 
JERUSALEM PURCHASED FOR EIGHTY CENTS 


NDER the caption of the above somewhat sensational 

dicta, the Jewish Daily News of New York published a 
communication from its Palestinian correspondent, to the effect 
that the Eternal City was recently bought by the Jews, its erst- 
while owners, for the insignificant sum of 80 cents. Jews, in 
general, and Zionists, in particular, are cautioned, nevertheless, 
to reserve their rejoicings and restrain their emotions over the 
glorious achievements and the successful acquirement. The facts 
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are obvious and the acts ostensible. On a technical interpreta- 
tion of a Mosaic command (Exodus xxxvi, 6), the Talmud con- 
jures its adherenst nothing to carry on the Sabbath, neither to 
move any light object from one place to another (Sabbath f. 
96, b).. For the amelioration of this somewhat severe measure, 
tradition is responsible for the statement that King Solomon 
ordered wires to be strung throughout all the cities of his realm, 
by the process of which the respective settlements turned, more 
or less, communal, in which particular instance the severity and 
strictures of the arbitrary laws may become relaxed (Erubin 
aA led 0S 

In the Diaspora, the Jews having lost their dominions and 
scattered in all corners of the globe, reduced to small and insig- 
nificant minorities, without any power or jurisdiction to force 
or order the overwhelming Gentiles to submit to Jewish rules 
and regulations, the Rabbinic ingeniousness invented the figura- 
tive buying of the houses and adjoining lots from their respective 
owners, merely for the practice of the continual carriage of 
necessary things of small weight through the streets, on Satiur- 
days (Ibid. f. 66, etc).) 

Jerusalem, similarly, for the accommodation of both, 
residing and touring, Jews, followed suit and pursued the gen- 
eral trend, as a matter of common course. Details are some- 
what lacking, and local records fail to furnish the wanted 
information. 

Old-timers, however, tell that the right of stringing “Erub’- 
wires and the nominal purchase of the Holy City was obtained 
from the deposed Sultan, some 33 years ago. With the ascent 
of Mohammed Reshid on the Turkish throne, the old transaction 
turned void and a new deal had to be formed so as to insure the 
established convenience and not to encroach upon the age-old 
custom of a historic design. 

Trifling as this purports to be, it may turn serious, especially 
at the present trying moments, when public sentiment is 
aroused and universal tension is strained. The new Sultan, 
under pressing conditions, would have never done the slightest 
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thing without Parliament’s consent. The uninitiated might have 
looked upon it as a Jewish trick of getting full possession of an 
old claim. Taking all these poassibilities and impossibilities in 
considerations, the nonogenarian Rabbi Samuel Salant of the 
Ashkenasic rabbinate in Jerusalem decided to induce one of the 
local officers of the law, a Jew named Mordecai Shragges, who 
is certainly one of the Sultan’s representatives, to transact the 
deed and sell Jerusalem to the Jews, in the name of his Majesty, 
the Sultan of Turkey. Eighty cents effected the bargain and 
Jerusalem turned part and parcel of Jewish possessions, once 
again. 

The Sephardic Rabbis, it appears, are not very well satisfied 
with the decision of Rabbi Salant and the transaction of the 
policeman, evidently from jealous motives, advancing the reason 
of Shragges’ incompetence in matters of this singular nature. 
They, therefore, recommend an application to higher authorities, 
which may involve some grave and serious results and conse- 
quences, in the near future. 


XLIX. 
JEWISH COLONIZATION ASSOCIATION 


HE Jewish Colonization Association, controlling the millions 

left by Baron Maurice de Hirsch for aiding and assisting 
Jewish agriculture in all parts of the world, had its annual meet- 
ing recently in the association’s headquarters, at the city of Paris, 
France, under the chairmanship of Franz Philipson, the vice- 
president, the president M. Narcisse Levine, being ill and unable 
to attend. An exhaustive report of the Association’s doings and 
activities for the fiscal year was read, discussed and deliberated 
upon. The chairman began with the association’s affairs and 
dealings in Russia which, however, were insignificant and of 
small import, the autocratic government frustrating all attempts 
and preventing all endeavors towards amelioration of Jewish 
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conditions and betterment of their misery and wretchedness. 
Jews are prohibited from buying land or engaging in agricultural 
occupations, the existing Jewish colonies being but sources of 
trouble and resources of misery to the farmers and the pro- 
moters. The Association through its local agents and trusted 
men helped experienced farmers and practical colonists to 
migrate and settle in other lands, where modern civilization and 
advanced enlightenment know of no discriminations and separa- 
tions between race, creed, nationality and religion. 

The Argentine Republic was given conspicuous space in the 
yearly report, the results and consequences superseding all anti- 
cipations, the colonists on the Baron’s landed properties multi- 
plying a hundred-fold, during the last twenty years, since Rus- 
sian refugees began to flock thither for colonization and settle- 
ment. About 4,000 Jewish families are engaged in agriculture, 
cultivating Hirsch’s lands and perpetuating thus the name of the 
great philanthropist, while there are thousands of other Jews 
living and prospering in the metropolis of Buenos Aires, arts, 
crafts, commerce and manufacturing being their trades and avo- 
cations, reflecting glory on themselves, Judaism and the Baron’s 
great name. 

The Argentinian Jews, moreover, are true to the ancestral 
stem and parental stamina; they follow religious traits and 
pursue creedal tendencies to an iota, having built synagogues 
and Hebrew schools and procuring rabbis and teachers for 
spiritual uplift and ecclesiastical functions. 

The association attempted to colonize certain sections of 
Brazil, having purchased several tracts of land as far back as 
1903. Now the report informs of fifty families who are engaged 
in farming and reap the harvest continually. 

There are, similarly, 900 colonists in Canada, settled there 
through the munificence of the Association. Though the weather 
is severe and the cold continues the greater part of the year, the 
Jews appear to face the winter and make. peace with polar 
atmospheres. In fact, they paid their debts to the Association’s 
administration much sooner than they were expected to, showing 
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thus a very bright future for Jewish farming and colonization 
in Canada. 

Although local societies of agriculture and colonization are 
controlling the farming industries and the agricultural settle-— 
ments both, in the United States of America and Canada, the 
laurels and bouquets, however, belong to the Hirsch Association 
for taking the initiative and instituting the Agricultural School 
in Woodbine, N. J., for practical farming and theoretical agricul- 
ture. This spurred competition, and the National Farm School 
at Doylestown, Pa., sprang up on the surface by the intrepidity 
of Dr. Joseph Krauskopf, Rabbi of Temple Keneseth Israel, 
Philadelphia. 

And last, but not least, the report dwelt considerably on the 
colonies in Palestine. Zionists all the world over, are inclined 
to suspect the Paris Association as an opponent to Zionism in 
all its shapes and phases, because of having Hirsch’s millions 
invested in all parts of the world, instead of concentrating them 
in Palestine only. They, the Zionists forget, however, that 
Baron Edmound de Rothschild invested millions of Francs in 
Palestinian colonies, at the solicitation and pleadings of Rabbi 
Samuel Mohiliver, of Bialystok, Poland. Rothschild became 
disappointed and turned over all his Palestinian interests to the 
Association, the latter helping the colonists right along, without 


delay or postponement. May both, Rothschild and Hirsch, be 
blessed ! 


Be 
THE JEWISH DISAPPEARANCE FROM HEBRON 


HERE is a lack of luck for the Jewish settlement of Hebron, 
1h the Palestinian city that was built seven years before the 
Egyptian city of Zoan (Numbers xiii, 22), the city that harbors 
the cave of Machpelah, where the Patriarchs and the Matriarchs 
rest in peace. As a matter of record, Hebron takes a prominent 
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place in Jewish chronology, being one of the four cities noted for 
their responsibility and instrumentality of the renewal of Jewish 
settlement, after its abandonment in the course of many cen- 
turies. And the Jewish community of old was numerically con- 
siderable, at a time when Jerusalem hardly had any, while the 
settlers of Saphed and Tiberias were far and few between. 

Now, however, the reverse is the case; Jerusalem is grow- 
ing rapidly to a wonderful extent and similar conditions one 
may notice in Saphed and other Palestinian cities, whereas the 
Jewish population of Hebron is deplorably declining, with the 
gloomy prospect of an approaching extinction, unless one ven- 
tures the introduction of new life and the injection of augmen- 
tary vigor. 

Extremes certainly meet, but theory and practice scarcely 
respond to one another. Press and pulpit are busily engaged 
with devising means and finding ways for the establishment of 
new colonies and forming additional settlements, neglecting at 
the same time the city dwellers and failing to assist the urban 
interests, further the enterprises and spread their undertakings. 
Jerusalem makes an exception, indeed, because of its superiority, 
antiquity and integrity, turning continually food for thought and 
pabulum for reflection, scribblers and scribes discuss matters, 
express opinions and suggest plans for amelioration and improve- 
ment of existing conditions and unfavorable outlooks; other 
cities, however, Hebron in particular, are passing into oblivion 
and dwindling down into insignificance, at the expense and to 
the detriment of the promoters and workers. 

Knowing full well that the renewal of Jewish settlements 
in Palestine was inaugurated, some two hundred years ago, by 
the disciples and followers of great Rabbis, who preferred 
Hebron to the other Palestinian cities and towns, Jerusalem 
inclusive, they made their presence felt both, in their own time 
and in future generations, creating thus a peculiar type of Jews 
of that particular location, specifically distinguished from breth- 
ren'and kinsmen of other towns and villages, because of its his- 
toric value and traditional importance. This exceptional love 
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for their place of birth and tender feelings for Hebron, con- 
tinually cherished by local Jews for ages and generations, is 
quickly declining, the older folks going the way of all the flesh 
and the newly sprouting leaves scatter to all sides and in all 
directions, looking for better quarters and searching for other 
fields. The causes are obvious and the reasons ostensible, en- 
lightenment and modernism penetrating every nook and corner, 
spreading their wings and extending their shelter over forest 
and desert, beckoning their lonely creatures and reclusive hermits 
to behold the glaring light and see the dazzling sunshine in 
distant districts and different provinces. And as for newcomers 
and fresh material, it appears again that former fortunes and 
whilom willingness would neither favor nor fascinate the guests 
and visitors any more, giving predilection as the latter do to 
Jerusalem, Tiberias and other settlements of greater attractions 
or lesser significance. 


The trouble is that there is lack of initiative and want of 
adventure with both, native Hebronians and arriving immigrants, 
results and consequences of inadequate resources and monetary 
shortcomings, added and augmented by the deficiency of the 
local leaders and the failure of the government to encourage 
industrial ventures and stimulate manufacturing undertakings. 
Loan societies, trust companies and banking enterprises would 
have certainly injected new life and introduced vigorous activities 
within the brains and the muscles of the native populace and the 
temporary sojourner ; the conspicuous absence, however, of these 
Yachin and Boas and the positive passivity of the powers that 
be cause, indeed, the deplorable depression and the dormant dis- 
position of the middle classes, resulting in inactivity, stagnation 
and quietude on the side of the parents and the departure and 
leaving of the children, in search and quest of fertile places and 
pastures new. 


Of course, the World War, being responsible for innumer- 
able calamities in all countries and continents, poured-its wrath 
on poor Hebron as well. But then, Dr. Chaim Weitzman, presi- 
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dent of the Zionist Organization, in the course of one of his 
Palestinian visits, displayed deep interest in behalf of Hebron 
and its future welfare; one, however, doubts the results. 


ER 
JEWISH SCIENCE IN AMERICA 


HETHER aaltrustic or casuistic, the Pentateuchal verse, 

“And Abram journeyed farther, still going on toward the 
South” (Genesis vii, 9), and the Talmudic passage ‘“‘Go south in 
quest of wisdom” (Baba Bathra f., 25, b), are, indeed, linked 
with one another. .The wandering Jew, the true son of Abram, 
the Immigrant, carries his stock in science wherever he goes, 
developing it as soon as he finds a shelter. During Israel’s 
sojourn in Babylon, there were brought to light numerous books 
of the prophets, Hagiography, Talmud and Midrash. In Moor- 
ish Spain and adjacent realms, the Jewish horizon was illumi- 
nated by Maimonides, Ebn Ezra, Jeudah Halevi, Avicebron and 
a host of other worthies, whose books on philosophy, ethics, 
astronomy, mathematics, medicine, law, poetry and grammar 
fill libraries and museums. Rashi and the compilers of the Tos- 
photh perpetuated the name of France in the world of Hebrew 
letters. Spinoza and Manasseh ben Israel raised Holland to a 
pinnacle. The Talmudical commentators, writers of Responsa, 
compilers of the Codices, codifiers of the laws and last, but not 
least, Mendelssohn and his school of thinkers, poets and pundits 
glorified Germany and its multifarious dependencies. Luzzatti 
and Regio shed luster on Italy. Elijah the Genius, Israel Besht, 
Mapou, Levinson, Gordon, Slonimsky, Smolensky, Finn, Shul- 
man and scores of their ilk left indelible marks on Russia. Erter, 
Perls, Rappaport, Letteris, Hayes, Buber, Yellinek, Krochmal 
and Rubin added many a literary gem to Austria’s output. 
Marching and migrating from one land to the other, one island 
to the other, one continent to the other, sons of Abraham took 
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along their peculiar treasures, the anthologies of which they have 
transplanted here, there and everywhere. 


Finding refuge and shelter in America, Israel launches its 
learning here as well. The Jewish Encyclopedia is indeed a mon- 
umental introduction and a remarkable initiative for the increase 
and furtherance of Jewish science, learning and wisdom in this 
prosaic and materialistic land. Honos alit artes (Baba Bathra 
f. 21, a), following closely, the Otzar Israel, a Hebrew Encyclo- 
pedia by Judah David Eisenstein, is making rapid strides, seven 
volumes having been published in a comparatively short time, 
the lacking funds notwithstanding. 


Dr. Solomon Schechter’s antiques from the Geniza, notably 
the Studies in Judaism, the original work of Jesus the son of 
Sirach and the Documents of Jewish Sectaries, are valuable and 
useful. Dr. Kaufman Kohler, Dr. Gotthard Deutsch, Dr. 
Abram S. Isaacs, Dr. Max L. Margolis, Dr. David Neumark, 
Dr. Isaac Husik, Dr. Henry Malter and a host of greater and 
lesser lights are adding continually to the erection and the edifi- 
cation of Hebrew knowledge and Jewish wisdom in America. 

Dr. Louis Ginzberg’s Legends of the Jews, Ahad Ha-am’s 
Selected Essays, Dr. Abraham B. Rhine’s Leon Gordon and Dr. 
Nahum Slouschz’s Renaissance of Hebrew Literature are sump- 
tuous treats given the aspiring youth by the Jewish Publication 
Society of Philadelphia. 


Gerson Rosenzweig’s Hamishah V Aleph, M. M. Dolitzky’s 
Mebayith Umehutz, Alexander Harkway’s numerous dictionaries, 
Rabbi Hayim Hirschenson’s Yomim Mi-Kedem (the latter in- 
curring recently the ill will and antagonism of some obscure and 
militant rabbis in several Yiddish newspapers), Rabbi J. Z. 
Wendrowsky’s Jewish Nomology, Ezekiel Leavitt’s Hebrew 
Poems and George Selikowitz’ Ziurei Massa, are masterpieces of 
Hebrew, raising America to the rank of Babylon, Spain, France, 
Holland, Germany, Austria, Italy and Poland. Let’s hope for 
the time when the double prophecy of “For out of Zion shall 
go forth the law and the word of the Lord out of Jerusalem” 
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(Isaiah ii., 3; Micah iv., 2) may be applied to this glorious 
country of ours, assuming the terms of Zion and Jerusalem as 
metaphorical technicalities. 


ett 
THE JEWS IN MUSIC 


HOUGH translated and rendered into hundreds of lan- 

guages and thousands of dialects, the Old Testament is first 
and foremost a Hebrew Book, the pages of which abound of 
incidents within the life, mission and ambition of the Israelites 
as individuals and aggregations, time and again. Applying the 
dicta of “People of the Book” for the Jews as their particular 
design, Mahomet, undoubtedly, emphasized the relation and cor- 
relation of the two sons of Yizhar, the Yachin and Boaz, the 
Ancient Scripture and the olden people, that stand before the 
Lord of Hosts for ever and aye. 

Jewish genius, discoveries and inventions in the arts and 
crafts, law and learning, theology and jurisprudence, physics and 
metaphysics, medicine and surgery, politics and tactics, finance 
and coinage, philosophy and science are given detailed accounts 
in Biblical veneering and Scriptural guise. Music, ramifying 
doubly, vocal and instrumental, turned, likewise, part and parcel 
of the Jewish gifts and talents, originating in the primitive 
courses of creation, following the heroes and heroines of Israel, 
during the long run of the compilation and edition of the Holy 
Writ and the Sacred Books, expanding even unto modern times 
and the present day. 

Wishing, therefore, to dwell upon the Jewish achievements 
within the musical field, one must, necessarily, begin with the 
Scriptures, Israel’s own heritage, pluck feathers and flowers 
from its leaves and folios, and make a similar record of instru- 
ments and instrumentalities, which have been pressed into har- 
monious services and put under melodious operations by singing 
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Israel and playing Judah, in various times and sundry seasons, 
on diverse occasions and opportuned exigencies. 

The first accounts of Jewish music both, vocal and instru- 
mental, are lucidly given in the Book of Genesis: “Jubal was 
the father of all such that play on the harp and guitar ;” while 
the Hebrew of Lemech’s words, addressing his wives, Adah and 
Zillah: “Hear my voice, ye wives of Lemech, hearken unto my 
speech, for I have slain a man to my own wounding and a young 
man to my hurting” (Genesis iv: 21 and 23), is but the first 
crude attempt of a poetical outburst, composed of jambus and 
choreus, the rhyme and rhythm of which are harmoniously cor- 
responding and metrically given in 13 vowelled points in each 
line. The writer made this discovery, during his adolescence, 
when painstakingly studying and diligently perusing the Biblical 
idioms and Scriptural expressions. Later, however, this very 
disclosure had been revealed by the nineteenth century poet, 
Judah Leon Gordon of St. Petersburg, Russia. 


Redeemed from Egyptian bondage and having crossed the 
Red Sea, Moses and the children of Israel sang unto the Lord; 
while Miriam and the women superseded them, adding instru- 
mental music, a timbrel, to their vocal one (Exodus xv: 1-20-21). 


Spurred, apparently, by jealousy, Moses implies the trum- 
pet and employs the cornet on the following celebrations of 
receiving the Decalogue on Mount Sinai, at the sounds and 
melody of which the people trembled with anxiety and kept 
themselves at a considerable distance (Ibid. xix: 13 and 16). 

Playing and singing have been constant companions of 
Moses and his charges on numerous occasions, through the forty 
years’ journey in the wilderness, sporadic descriptions of which 
have been reserved in the Pentateuch (Numbers x: 2, 8, 9 and 
10; xxi, 17; Deuteronomy xxxi, 19, 21, 22 and 30; xxxii, 44). 

Joshua, likewise, operated the trumpets, cornets and rams’ 
horns to terrify the inhabitants of Jericho and encourage his 
own men (Joshua vi: 4, etc.). 

Deborah and Barak sang to the Lord of His lovers, who 
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rise as the sun in its might and bring peace unto the land (Judges 
Vell). 

The sword for the Lord and Gideon has been preceded by 
blowing cornets, and Yiphtah’s daughter met her father with 
timbrels (Ibid. vi: 34; xi: 34). 

“David took the harp and played,” being proclaimed in addi- 
tion, “the sweet singer of Israel’ (1 Samuel xvi: 23; 2 Samuel 
xxlii: 1). The term “sweet” for vocal articulations became 
somewhat flexible, and giving the reason for the name granted to 
the city of Kinnereth (Joshua xix: 35), the Talmud makes allu- 
sion to the fruit of the town that tasted as sweet as the har- 
monious sounds of the harp, the name of which is “Kinnor” in 
the Hebraic tongue (Megillah f 6, a.). 

David, moreover, has written and compiled the Psalter, 
which is but a collection of poetry, sung and played, on numer- 
ous instances of joy and sorrow, in ancient as well as in modern 
times. The musical instruments utilized by David and his co- 
workers, like Neginoth, Nehiloth, Sheminith, Shiggayon, Gittith, 
Muth-labben, Michtam, Ayeleth-hashahar, Shoshanim, Alomoth, 
Mahalath, Jonath-elem-rehokim, Shushan-eduth, psaltery, tam- 
bourines, bells and cymbals, are proof positive of the people’s 
musical inclinations. 

Following the fatherly course, Solomon sang and wrote the 
Book of Canticles, which is part and parcel of the Holy Writ 
and was admitted into the Canon, its lack of the Divinity and the 
want of Godliness notwithstanding. 

Music and song have always been looked upon as sources 
of inspiration and forces for good and noble. Two hundred and 
eighty-eight noted musicians, practical players and_ scholarly 
singers conducted services with cymbals, psalteries and harps in 
the house of God, under the King’s supervision (1 Chronicles 
xxv, 6 and 7). And before delivering the Lord’s message, 
Elisha ordered the musician, by whose playing the inspiration of 
the Lord came upon him (2 Kings iii, 15)... Though the young 
men ceased their singing, having no more joy in their heart 
(Lamentations v, 14 and 15) and they would not sing the Lord’s 
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songs on the soil of strangers, remembering Zion and never for- 
getting Jerusalem (Psalms cxxxvii, 1-4), songs and music re- 
mained within Jewish confines, nevertheless. The Pentateuch, 
Prophets and Hagiographal sections have been furnished with 
notes and modulations, the melodious chanting of which are 
continually exercised both, at home and in the Synagogue, on 
Mondays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Festivals and numerous occa- 
sions of religious import and social significance; while confirm- 
ants, male youngsters at the age of thirteen, consider the declama- 
tion of the Sabbatic Maphtir, during divine services, amidst 
the assembled worshippers, a unique distinction in life, stimu- 
lating religion, substantiating study and spurring knowledge. 


Pensive and melancholic, the minor key predominating, the 
recital of the Talmudic folios, the delivery of the Psalmodic 
verses and the reading of the liturgical doxologies are always 
accompanied by intonation and cadency. The good humor, 
cheerful mood and singing disposition may escort one to the 
house of learning (Sabbath f. 106, b) as well as to the Court of 
Justice (Sanhedryn f. 7, a). 


David and Solomon, Miriam and Deborah, the prophets and 
the Levites were not, as a matter of record, the only musicians 
that the Jews have produced, and having achieved eminence and 
distinction, they have certainly not assumed the monopoly on 
this sort of science, preventing posterity from trespassing the 
sacred soil of singing and playing. And though there appeared, 
time and again, in all ages and climes, poets and bards, who 
emulated Davidic Psalms and imitated Solomonic Proverbs, sing- 
ers and troubadours, like Kalir, Klonomos, Jehuda Halevi, Ebn 
Ezra, Avicebron and a host of others, whose poems and epics 
both, sacred and profane, swelled the Hebrew literature, the 
feminine voice quieted down entirely, for a long period of thou- 
sands of years, while the instrumental music formerly manifested 
by cymbals, harps and timbrels became stagnant and motionless. 


To account for this supernatural phenomenon by the reason 
of the prophetic reprehension of “That chant to the sound of 
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the psaltery and like David’s do they imagine their instrument 
of music to be” (Amos vi, 5), would have been a case of injus- 
tice against the seer’s memory. Again to seek for a text and 
a pretext for the womanly quietude in the grounds of Samuel’s 
stricture, putting the ban on the female voice (Berachoth f. 
24, a), would have been another approval of Horatius’ axioma 
of “Hoc nugae seria ducent in mala.” Why, the irony of the 
fate, the hermitical rabbi infers his refrain from Canticles (ii, 
14), the latter book itself being but of a romantic nature and lov- 
ing characteristics! The cause for the inactivity of Jewish 
players is, however, ostensible and the reason for the dormancy 
of the singers is, indeed, obvious. “And thus,” says the Biblical 
sufferer, “is changed to mourning my harp and my pipe to the 
sound of weeping” (Job xxx, 31), his own assertion of “When 
altogether sang the morning stars in gladness and shouted for 
joys all the sons of God” (Ibid, xxxviii, 7) notwithstanding ; be- 
cause afflicted and grieved, one’s “Sun and the moon are ob- 
scured, and the stars withdraw their brightness” (Joel ii, 10). 
Scattered among various nations and sundry denominations, 
surrounded by constant animosities and continual hostilities, 
ostracised politically and socially, Jews and Jewesses abandoned 
and renounced music. With the ventilation of the Ghetto, the 
appearance of the French Renaissance and the removal of Jewish 
disabilities, Israel’s morning-dawn, spirit, psaltery and harp 
awoke, Selah (Psalms lvii, 9). Dante’s friendship to Immanuel 
prompted the latter to write his poetry, and under the aegis of 
Italian poets, Moses Hayim Luzzatti, the Kabbalist and Theo- 
sophist, added his jewel of a Layesharim T’hillah to the Hebrew 
poetry. Soon a host of men and women, Jews and Jewesses, 
with vocal abilities and instrumental capacities, appeared on the 
musical horizon. Meerber, Halevi, Mendelson and Rubinstein 
are shining stars in the musical firmament; Sultzer, Weintraub 
and Kaiser revived the traditional melodies for Synagogue and 
Temple, and reintroduced mixed choirs and ‘musical instruments 
into the latter’s sacred realms; while Heine, Boerne, Auerbach, 
Lebenson, Gordon, Frug, Dolitzky, Zangwill and Naphtali Herz 
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Imber enormously augmented the German, English, Russian and 
Hebrew poesy. 

And to cap the climax, as a refutation of Samuel’s ban on 
the woman’s voice, Mrs. Mathilda Schechter, the very wife of 
the Rabbi of the Rabbis, Professor Solomon Schechter of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, New York, instituted the Society 
for the the Revival of Ancient Hebrew Music, for the conven- 
ience and benefit of the Orthodox Synagogue. 


LIII. 
THE JEWS IN THE ORIENT 


T is an open secret that the Alliance Israelite Universelle, 

although parading under a Jewish euphony and aiming to- 
wards the spread, diffusion and furtherance of Judaism, Bible, 
religion and Jewish history throughout Asiatic, African and 
some European settlements of Jews, is vigorously opposing the 
Zionist movement and national aspirations of both, the Hoeber 
Zion notion and Dr. Theodore Herzl’s inspirations, Paris being 
the Alliance’s goal, French culture its slogan and European mod- 
ernism the universal shibboleth. The Mikveh Israel, the agri- 
cultural school, instituted in Palestine by the Alliance, some three 
and thirty years ago, for the teaching of Jewish youths as tillers 
of the ground and workers of the soil, was but a heap of dust 
thrown into the eyes of the public, perpetuating the great and 
illustrious name of Isaac Adolph Cremieaux, a distinguished ad- 
vocate, a staunch Jew, and member of Louis Phillip’s Chamber of 
the State. Cremieaux and Montifiore, intereceded with the Sub- 
lime Porte in behalf of their Jewish co-religionists in 1840, when 
the horrible monster of Blood Accusation appeared on the scenic 
surface at the City of Damascus, stirred and fostered by repre- 
sentations and machinations of a bigoted monk of a French 
Order of Clericals. To re-establish the fair name of his beloved 
Fatherland, and to help his innocent brethren, I. A. Cremieaux, 
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having enlisted the assistance and cooperation of another worthy, 
Sir Moses Montefiore, the well known philanthropist and bene- 
factor, proceeded eastward and succeeded in his mission, dis- 
solving the canard of the Blood Accusation. 

Believing, like many others, in France’s supremacy and its 
international sway, Cremieaux agitated for a Jewish centre to 
be inaugurated at Paris, with branches spread and instituted all 
over the globe, for the protection of the Jews and promotion 
of their standards, social, political, religious and educational, 
differing, however, widely from the ideals and ideas of Zionism 
and its ramified offshoots, the hopes and aspirations of Orthodox 
Jews. 

The Alliance Israelite Universelle extended far and wide, 
its sections spread over all parts of the world, neighboring Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore and other American centres of Jewish gravity, 
harboring, likewise, branch offices, following, to a considerable 
extent, the motherly principles and the Parisian doctrines of 
tabooing Zionism and boycotting the notion of Jewish restoration 
to their Promised Land of history, Bible, prophets and sages. 

It goes without saying that Rabbi Hayim Nahum, the 
Hacham Bashi of Constantinople, a disciple of the Alliance, 
clings, tenaciously, to his Alma Mater’s teachings and instruc- 
tions, fighting tooth and nail the Jewish inroads and their inva- 
sions in the Holy Land for settlement and colonization, seeing 
plainly the realization of a rejuvenated Zion and the restoration 
of a Wandering People to their former home, erstwhile glory 
and quondam dominance. Of course, his kith and kin, the 
Sephardic Jews, the offsprings of the Spanish and Portuguese 
Hebrews, the supposedly native Israelites, side with their Rabbi, 
defying the idea of becoming free citizens of a country of their 
own, as in days of old and times of yore, and preferring a state 
of slavery and a stage of bondage, the very course that has been 
adopted by ancestors and sires from time immemorial. But the 
Ashkenasic Jews, the European arrivals, the younger elements, 
displayed open revolt and exhibited public dissatisfaction against 
the Rabbi and his cringing genuflection, instilling and infusing 
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national aspirations and Jewish hopes in the scholastic curricula, 
daily intercourse and institutional programs, stopping, in addi- 
tion, the instruction of the French tongue, the Alliance’s fad and 
fancy, and its replacement by the Hebrew language, thousands 
of youths and maidens, in Jerusalem and in the colonies, making 
use of it as a medium of communication among the various clans 
and sundry tribes of Jews who flock to the Palestinian settlments 
and their immediate neighborhood. It appears, however, that 
the very Rabbi Nahum changed tactics and his maneuvers for the 
future assume of Zionism, pure and simple. 


LIV. 


JOSEPH FREIDKIN, SCHOLAR AND JOURNALIST, 
PASSES AWAY 


Editor Hebrew Standard, New York. 

Your obituary of Joseph Freidkin, in a recent issue of your 
valuable journal, is comparatively insignificant and fails to merit 
the activities and doings of the demised Mr. Freidkin, nor does 
it mention his wisdom, knowledge and learning, which he abund- 
antly possessed. Neither had his age been recorded, which is 
certainly important for future historians and significant to fol- 
lowing chronologians. Avoidance of this particular character- 
istics and disregard for departed scholars, the Rabbis of the 
Talmud maintain, deserve the severe punishment of untimely 
death (Sabbath, f. 105, b). Wishing to save both, editor and 
periodical, from serious danger and grave consequences, your 
correspondent thinks it his incumbency to dwell at some length 
upon Freidkin, his life and achievements, resorting for informa- 
tion to the Jewish Daily News, Jewish Morgen Journal, Jewish 
Voice and his own personal recollections, Mr. Freidkin having, 
indeed, been a countryman, friend and relative of the writer of 
these lines. 

Born in the town of Krinok, in the neighborhood of Bialy- 
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stok, Poland, Freidkin received his Jewish, religious and Tal- 
mudic education right there, in his home town, augmented 
afterwards by the perfect knowledge of Hebrew in all its 
ramified branches. Marrying a daughter of Mr. Wolf Sapir- 
stein, a wealthy, integral and meritorious citizen of Bialystok, he 
moved thither and settled with his father-in-law. There and 
then, together with his brother-in-law, Mr. Jacob Sapirstein, and 
a host of enthusiastic students of the local gymnasium, Freidkin 
formed the nucleus of the Hobebei Zion, Bilw and identical 
Palestinian societies, fathering as they did the subsequent 
Herzlian Zionistic movement. Both, Freidkin and Sapirstein, 
fostered and furthered Zionism from pulpit and platform, arena 
and stump, Synagogue and Hebrew school. Rabbi Samuel 
Mohiliver, himself a staunch Zionist, becoming in those days of 
storm and stress the incumbent of the local rabbinate, the Zionist 
propaganda assumed extensive dimensions, the Rabbi’s piety and 
devotion causing, indeed, the spread and furtherance of Zionism 
‘all over the city and its adjacent townlets. 

The Russian government, however, looked somewhat un- 
favorably on the movement and the movers, making it red hot 
for the brothers-in-law, impeding their progress, stopping their 
meetings, forbidding the agitation and checking the proceedings. 
Sapirstein and Freidkin were looked upon as traitors, whose 
ideas and notions might have caused disloyalty, faithlessness and 
revolution. Dreading results and fearing consequences, both, 
Sapirstein and Freidkin, left Russia and migrated to America, 
landing at New York, the haven of refuge for thousands and 
tens of thousands of oppressed brethren and down-trodden co- 
religionists, Like Abraham and Lot of Scriptural fame, they 
parted company, Sapirstein embarking in the printing and pub- 
lishing ventures in Manhattan. Freidkin, however, went to the 
neighboring city of West Hoboken, New Jersey, where he 
engaged in mercantile pursuits, establishing one of the local 
department stores. Learned and scholarlyas Freidkin certainly 
was, he paid but little attention to commerce and merchandise, 
engaging, rather, in reading of books and study of science, 
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leaving the commercial transactions and mundane overtures to 
his clever and subtle wife. His house in Hoboken became a 
regular bee-hive and a continuous meeting place for scholars 
and pundits, sages and rabbis, as well as men of advanced ideas 
and modern inclinations. And there was no gathering, meeting, 
function or public affair without having Freidkin grace the ven- 
ture with his presence, humor, talk or remarks. 

As a native of Bialystok, who’s countrymen are considerably 
numerous both in New York and vicinity, Freidkin’s coming to 
friends and townsmen would turn blissful and blessed, as he 
was always generous and charitable. After the demise of his 
wife, true and helpful, some ten years ago, he withdrew from 
his New Jersey business and trade, moved to Manhattan and 
joined his brother-in-law, Mr. Sapirstein, who in the meantime 
had become the editor and publisher of the Morgen Journal, a 
Jewish daily paper, published in Yiddish at New York, every 
morning, with the exception of Saturdays and Holy Days. This 
paper is indeed a force for good among the foreign Jews, spread- 
ing and propagating American ideas, customs, traits, tendencies 
and inclinations, paving their ways towards improved conditions 
and advanced positions. 

‘Modest and unostentatious, Joseph Freidkin remained the 
power behind the foot-lights, never disclosing his identity nor 
signing his name under any letter, article or contribution. The 
chosen few and the literary adepts knew, however, the writings 
of Freidkin and the interpretations of Joseph, as, indeed, there 
were not many Josephs on the market-place (Pessahim f. 68, b) ; 
may his soul rest in peace! 


LV. 


THE JUBILEE OF CHAIM NACHMAN BIALIK 


OTH, the Jew and the Hebrew tongue, are certainly cos- 
B mopolitan, all the assertions and assurances to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. Friend and foe, within the Jewish camp 
and without its boundaries, endeavor continually to dispel this 
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idea and discredit this sentiment, jealousy and.envy causing the 
reasonings of the latter, while temporal gain and sordid mater- 
ialism prompt the notions of the former, forgetting, however, as 
these zealots do, the golden rule of peace on earth and good will 
to mankind, which is, indeed, cosmopolitanism incarnate. And 
the millennial vision of the association of the lion with the ox, 
the affiliation of the cow with the bear and the friendship of the 
child with the serpent are certainly prophetic demonstrations of 
universal brotherhood and public fraternity, which will stay the 
sword and put a stop to bloodshed, carnage and murder. 


Jewish scholars, in general, and Hebrew scribes, in par- 
ticular, are, indeed, the common property of the entire civilized 
world and its neighboring planets of Mars and Venus, irrespec- 
tive of geographical separations, topographical divisions, spheric 
changes and hemispheric limitations, aquatic and aviative inter- 
ventions inclusive. 


. And the jubilee, celebrated in Berlin, Germany, on the last 
day of the last year, in honor of the fiftieth natal day of the 
Jewish poet and Hebrew writer, Chaim Nachman Bialik, was 
not merely a local, domestic, German-Jewish affair; it was, 
rather, an international, public and universal festivity in appre- 
ciation of the literary achievements and scholarly performances 
of Bialik, the sweet singer in Israel, the incarnation of King 
David of ancient Israelitish glory and the personification of 
Jehudah Halevi of the golden age of the Spanish Renaissance. 
C. N. Bialik, as a matter of record, is not a German Jew, he 
temporarily sojourns in Berlin, after having succeeded to leave 
the Bolshevic inferno of hellish Russia by the aid and inter- 
cession of the Muscovite scribe, Maxim Gorki. Mr. Bialik was 
born in the benighted, God-forsaken and Pogrom ridden Ukraine, 
in the province of Wohlynia, in the town of Radi, in the neigh- 
borhood of Zhitomir and Kiev, cities of importance on the 
former Russian map. His father, a pious and devoted Jew, 
kept a way-side inn, out of which he eked out a miserable liveli- 
hood for his family. Schooling never being compulsory in 
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Czaristic Russia, and for the Jews it was almost forbidden to 
enter public schools, without monetary bribery or conversion to 
the dominating religion, the offshoots of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob introduced some sort of parochial schools, better known as 
Talmud Torahs, where children of poor parentage received their 
rudimentary and elementary training and education both, secular 
and Jewish; particular stress, however, was laid on the teachings 
and instructions of religion, which has sustained the Jews for 
thousands of years, throughout their wanderings and pilgrim- 
ages in various countries and diverse continents. , 

Young Bialik, like the rest of his kin, attended one of these 
schools, showing marvelous attainments and wonderful traits in 
his very early childhood and imbibing his lessons with marked 
perception and skillful retention. 

Pondering steadily upon the tragedies of the Bible and the 
martyrdom of its people, his own people, Bialik unearthed the 
fiddle of David, the eloquence of Isaiah, the mournings of Jere- 
hiah and many other instruments and implements of gladness 
and sadness, lamentations and exaltations, weeping and rejoicing, 
becoming the poet laureate and the prophet incarnate of this 
generation in Israel. Having witnessed the Jewish massacres in 
Kishenef, in 1905, Bialik describes the ‘horrible sight in a poem 
entitled “In the City of Slaughtering,” impeaching thus infamous 
Russia in the eyes of universal civilization. 

Bialik, however, observes lights as well as he sees the 
shadows, admiring Jewish customs, traditions and institutions 
ecstatically and rejoicing with the rest of his co-religionists over 
the Balfour Declaration and the Jewish rejuvenation in the land 
of Palestine as their Homeland. Bialik’s jubilee is certainly a 
delight for mankind and satisfaction to humanity. 
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LVI. 
THE JUBILEE OF EZRAH‘S ACTIVITIES 


HE first and foremost Jewish Hobebei Zion Association in 
T the German Empire, known under the somewhat ambiguous 
but euphonic title of Ezrah, with headquarters in the capital 
city of Berlin, announces the preparations for the celebration 
of public gatherings and wholesale assemblies in the near future, 
at the close of a quarter of a century of the Society’s useful 
activities and numberless achievements. 


The origin, start and appearance of this Society assumed 
more or less of a romantic nature and peculiar character, while 
the scope, goal and program of the ventures and plans were but 
modest and unostentatious. An offshoot of a local student body, 
the purpose of which was the aid and assistance to indigent 
members and needy aspirants, it widened its usefulness and 
expanded the sources so as to become national, Zionistic and 
international. ; 


In the early eighties, when oppressions at home and perse- 
cutions in Russia turned the hands of the clock many centuries 
back, the pendulum quitted its swinging and retrogressive reac- 
tion put in its ugly appearance, once again, the students of the 
university of the German metropolis, some of whom being them- 
selves but victims of neighborly oppressions and European perse- 
cutions, instituted the Association of Ezrah, the latter being but 
the equivalent of German “hilf”’ and English “help,” which, in 
course of time and number of days, turned flexible and became 
elastic. It found out to its chagrin and reluctancy that Jewish 
brains, marrow and intellect in Russia, Germany and adjacent 
countries must necessarily yield to local conditions and surround- 
ing environments, sacrificing genius, talent and prodigiousness 
on the altars of modern Molochs, without, special recognition 
and particular consideration, while the misdemeanor, felony or 
crime of an individual member of the Jewish race involves the 
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entire nation or conglomerations, the latter’s ignorance of the 
facts and unconsciousness of the acts notwithstanding. 

They, the German enthusiasts, decided upon the inaugura- 
tion and establishment of the Hobebei Zion, aiming at coloniza- 
tion and settlement of ancient Judeah, where the sons and the 
daughters of the former owners and quondam possessors of the 
Holy Ground may acclimatize themselves, once again, to the 
delight and satisfaction of their kinsmen and brethren, refuting 
thus universal statements and confuting likewise public senti- 
ments of contemptible dispositions and derisive designs. 

The early initiators of the worthy Ezrah were wise in their 
generations. Advancing the causes and reasons for the Society’s 
formation and introduction, the leaders exercised humility and 
paraded under the banner of meekness, asking but for the insig- 
nificant sum of fifty pfennigs for the annual subvention of the 
proposed Society, spurring, in addition, the cooperation of the 
officers, patrons, workers and friends in the titulary bestowals 
and honorary homages of perpetual distinctions and everlasting 
merits, by means of public acknowledgement, silver ornaments, 
golden medals, historical charms, David’s shields and chronicled 
records. 

Struggling and striving amidst hostile spheres and inimical 
atmospheres, Ezrah accomplished wonders, helping volunteers 
from Germany, Russia and other neighboring countries to 
immigrate to Palestine, settle permanently, and purchase land 
for cultivation and production of food and food-stuffs. More- 
over, Ezrah published and subsidized innumerable publications, 
books, pamphlets and brochures, in Hebrew and German, dealing 
with Zionism and fostering the movement, notably the magazines 
Zerubabel, Zion and Juedische Volk’s Zeitung. 

It enlisted, likewise, Dr. Hirsch Hildesheimer, Wilhelm 
Bambus and other celebrities in its membership, as a text and 
pretext for both, scholars and laymen, to follow suit and join 
the ranks. While in Palestine proper, on the latter’s sacred soil, 
the colony of Yesod Hamaaloh and a row of houses are the 
products of the German Ezrah, The houses became in the course 
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of several years the properties and possessions of their occu- 
pants, while the Yesod Hamaaloh turned self-supporting and 
prosperous. 

Palestinian organizations and European associations for the 
amelioration and improvement of the Palestinian settlements are 
following closely and pursuing precisely the lines and labors of 
the German Ezrah, while the birth and advent of the Jewish 
Colonization Association and the Hilf’s Verein der Deutschen 
Jueden are likewise emulations of the exemplary Ezrah. 


AUS 
THE JUBILEE OF HASHILOAH 


HERE is sunshine, festivities and rejoicing in the avenues 

and streets of the Hebrew literature. The Hashiloah, con- 
Spicuous for its diction, style, terseness and comprehensiveness, 
is celebrating its fifteenth birthday, because of which the editors 
and publishers joined forces and printed a special journalistic 
model for the perpetuation of the event and the elasticity of 
the Hebrew literature. 

Dr. Joseph Klausner, the editor, promised his readers to 
make the jubilee number an encyclopedic collection of all what 
is best, loftiest and grandiloquent in the Hebrew thoughts, ideals 
and aspirations, gather all the anthologies from far and wide, 
Occident and Orient, Russia and Western Europe, and offer them 
on the Hashiloah’s altar as sweet savor to the readers and 
subscribers. 

Vital questions and incongruous problems should have found 
their proper solutions and satisfactory definitions in the rami- 
fying branches and extensive departments of the celebrated 
Hashiloah. Alas, for the disappointment and the dissatisfaction ! 
There is neither system nor method; chags and confusion reign 
supreme, and the very program is but ptivileged license, ten- 
dencies running riot and theories contradicting one another. 


The Jubilee of Hashiloah lees 


Of course, there are some pearls and rubies scattered amidst 
the multitudes of folios and the abundance of pages, but then 
like the Sodomic minority, they can never vindicate the neigh- 
bors and extricate the rest from censure, reproach and criticism. 

Klausner himself gives us a specimen in literary anarchy 
and journalistic lawlessness, demonstrating illustratively the 
merits, distinctions and qualifications of the Hashiloah, which, 
among other excellencies, achievements and virtues, opposes 
political Zionism, objects to the spread, furtherance and fostering 
of the Jargon, the Juedish-German dialect, and holds aloof from 
religious controversies and creedal polemics. 

Hashahar and Hashiloah from the prolific pen of Mordecai 
Ben Hillel Cohen is hardly encouraging the originators and pro- 
moters of the jubilee. Drawing a parallel between the two 
periodicals, Cohen rather discourages the Hashiloah, on the lat- 
ter’s very festival day, inviting but lamentations, mourning and 
profusive tears, instead of merriment, happiness and satisfaction. 

Dr. Kaminko maintains that Zionism is not the only panacea 
for Jewish disabilities» neither will it bring a true salvation or a 
complete redemption. Admitting that concentrated action in 
Palestine may stimulate the Jewish causes for culture, learning 
and religion, the doctor, nevertheless, is cosmopolitan and lati- 
tudinarian, believing that the Scriptures and the Talmuds are 
not confined within the gates of Zion and the portals of Jeru- 
salem, Russian Wilno, Galician Lemberg and last, but not least, 
American New York, can produce better talents and greater 
geniuses than the Palestinian colonies. 

A rivulet can never swallow the ocean, and Jews will always 
spread and scatter all over the world, which they actually did in 
times of old, during the palmy days of the Solomonic reign. 

There is indeed another advantage which is Palestinian, pure 
and simple, and which can scarcely be accomplished in any of the 
Western countries and Occidental lands, namely, the use of 
Hebrew as a medium of speech, on a par with any other modern 
tongue, relieving thus the language of Moses, David and Isaiah 
from the slur cast on it by being dubbed a dead language. But 
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then the Zionist critic thinks the end justifies. the means and 
Jewish traditions and institutions may assume any garb or 
veneering. 

Dr. Farbstein advances in his dissatisfaction with conditions 
in Palestine still farther than his predecessor, amusing himself at 
the expense of the schools, colleges, gymnasia, libraries and 
museums that have been and are to be built in several cities. He 
compares the initiators and the promoters of these ventures to 
the great-grandfathers who invented the charity boxes with the 
euphonic name of Rabbi Meyer, the miraculous man, as their de- 
sign, the collections of which turned stipends for Talmudical 
students and religious teachers. 

Money and men went thither, but these joint forces never 
launched on the scenic surface any scholars, savants or pundits. 

H. D. Nomberg is. indeed incongruous and idiosyncratic. 
He assures one and all of his intense love for Eretz Israel and 
fervent devotion to the Holy Tongue, abhorring at the same time 
his people, his kinsmen and co-religionists, the Ghetto dwellers, 
the tradesmen, the merchants, despising their culture and ridi- 
culing their superstition. 

The writer of these lines disagreed with Dr. Gotthard 
Deutsch, who maintained that the Talmudic Alisha Ben Abuyah 
was Jesus in disguise. Perhaps he was right, Dr. Deutsch was, 
and Shat Ish Hurwitz in Hashiloah, prefacing his words with the 
romantic name of Ben Abuyah, makes a bold statement that the 
sinners and the transgressors in Israel are better than the priests 
and the prophets, making the select material for Ahar, the 
Messiah ! 

Remarkable is Eleiezar Steinman’s pessimism. In his sum- 
mary he ejects lava and spits venom on all creatures, never 
sparing the gentle sex, whom he adorns with the appellations of 
bugs, dogs and serpents. His sincere wish is to depart from this 
polutted and corrupted world, never asking for a parcel of land 
for his grave, though there is no mentien of cremation in 
his will. 


Saul Chernikowsky portrays picturesquely the Jews and 


The Jubilee of Katowitz Activities 159 


Russia, their stepmother country, how the former humble them- 
selves, time and again, before the latter. The results, however, 
are discouraging, the prospects gloomy and the outlook hopeless. 
The press in Russia being carefully watched by governmental 
censors, the witty publicist covered his heroes under the guises 
of Fishke and Hrushka, respectively, the former being a young 
Jew, the latter a young swine * * * 

Spinoza the Jew, Tolstoi and Judaism, Levanda and Gor- 
don, the gymnasium in Jaffa and Rabbi Achoi Gaon’s Queries 
give credit both, their respective aitthors and the Hashiloah. 
Our own America is, likewise, represented by Ezekiel Leavitt’s 
To The Pioneers, though the poet, Zionistic as he is, complains 
of his loneliness in exile and yearns for a return to a land that 
he never saw. 


LVIII. 


THE JUBILEE OF KATOWITZ ACTIVITIES 
UBILEES very often supersede conferences, inasmuch as the 
celebrants have no controversies to enter, no propositions to 

suggest, no debates to introduce, no discussion to lead, no argu- 
ments to advance, no rules to amend, no motion to second. It 
is some sort of a revival, a gathering, pure and simple, to review 
the past, indulge in olden recollections and study contempora- 
neous history, with the object lesson in mind, to check the short- 
comings, refrain from continuous blunders and avert apparent 
iniquities. 

Katowitz is a fair-sized city on the Polish-Prussian frontier, 
where some twenty-five years ago, representatives of various 
Jewries from many lands gathered for the discussion and solu- 
tion of Jewish problems, which assumed then enormous dimen- 
sions in numerous European countries. Dr. Leon Pinsker, 
author of Autho-Emancipation, Odessa; Rabbi Samuel Mohi- 
liver, Bialystok ; David Gordon, editor of The Hammaggid, Lyck, 
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Prussia; Jacob Braude, Warsaw; Alexander Zederbaum, editor 
of Hamelitz, St. Petersburg, and many other men of note, wealth 
and culture constituted the assembly. Hibbath Zion or coloni- 
zation of Palestine by groups and individuals was suggested 
and adopted. 

Dr. Pinsker’s prolific pen and Rabbi Mohiliver’s personal 
pleadings, succeeded in winning over Baron Edmound de Roths- 
child of Paris, France, to the movement. The latter invested 
millions of Francs in the establishment of farms and settle- 
ments for hundreds and thousands of co-religionists from 
Russia, Roumania and other countries, who migrated to the 
Holy Land for the purpose of colonization and_ settlement. 
Herzl, Nordau and their hosts of followers sprang up in the 
interim, discarding small beginnings and agitating for an open 
door and introducing politics on the Zionistic sceneries. Al- 
though successful with sovereigns and rulers, Dr. Theodore 
Herzl failed to procure the proper assistance and the necessary 
millions for his kinsmen for the purchase of Palestine and its 
rehabilitation by the erstwhile citizens. Disappointed and down- 
cast, Herzl succumbed before his time, comparatively a young 
man. The radical changes that took effect in Turkey, recently, 
demonstrated, indeed, the wisdom and prudence of Hibbath Zion 
and its Katowitz votaries. And because of this the Jubilee in 
commemoration of the first pioneers and their glorious achieve- 
ments deserves universal attendance and public recognition. 
Wise, unwise or otherwise, the men at the Zionistic helm were 
conspicuously absent. David Wolfson, Dr. Herzl’s successor, 
reported ill-health, while Dr. Max Nordau, Warburg and Oppen- 
heimer ignored the jubilee altogether. There was, however, 
some reparations, and the reception accorded the delegates by 
citizens in general and Zionists in particular recompensed for the 
absentees. There were delegates from Germany, Russia, Austria 
and Roumania. All addressed the audience, displaying rhetoric 
and eloquence, though some few indulged im verbiage and plati- 
tudes. Striking and stirring, indeed, were the remarks of the 
chairman, Arnold Weaver, who compared the Jubilee to a 
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Silver Wedding, at the celebration of which the children gather 
together in the parental homestead, only to find out that the 
celebrants have been struggling during their entire life and suf- 
fering deprivations, without any better prospects in view for the 
near future. The Zionists, political, practical, cultural and reli- 
gious sound the trumpet and beat the drum, the keynotes of 
which will barely turn instrumental in the irrigation and fertili- 
zation of the barren soil and uncultivated farms. Moneys have 
been collected, stamps issued, shares sold, shekels contributed 
and banks opened at London, Jaffa and Jerusalem, for coloniza- 
tion, farming and settlement, yet the very settlers, farmers and 
colonists are left to suffer, struggle and starve. The Roths- 
childs severed connections with the Palestinian ventures, the Ica, 
the custodian of Baron Hirsch millions, is anti-Zionistic, and, 
to cap the climax, there are bookish Rabbis who prefer the letter 
over the spirit and endeavor to restrain the agriculturists from 
their daily work, on the ground of this being a Sabbatical year, 
a complete rest for the land (Leviticus xxv, 4). 

To forget for a while, at least, the gloomy reverie, the 
Zionist hymn, the Hatikwah, was sung by all present, spelling 
as the refrain does hope and consolation. But then, the mood 
remained pensive just the same, remembering the untimely death 
of its author, Naphtali Herz Imber, which took effect but re- 
cently. 


LIX: 
THE JUBILEE OF PROFESSOR DAVID SIMONSEN 


EWS, in general, and Danish Jews, in particular, celebrated 
J recently, the Jubilee of Professor David Simonsen of Copen- 
hagen, Denmark, at the latter’s seventieth natal day, 27 of March, 
10 of Nissan, 5683. Born of wealthy and religious parents at 
the Danish capital, David received an Orthodox Rabbinic train- 
ing and strictly religious education, Denmark in those days ad- 
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hering tenaciously to Jewish traditions and ancestral doctrines, 
practised and followed by Jews in Hamburg, Altoona and neigh- 
boring German-Jewish cities, before Reform disseminated its 
iconoclastic tendencies and destructive notions. Prepossessing 
remarkable talents and wonderful gifts, young Simonsen quickly 
absorbed ‘and perceptively imbibed both, secular knowledge and 
Jewish wisdom of large dimensions and extensive proportions. 
A land of culture and learning as Denmark always was, there 
were certainly ample chances and alluring opportunities for the 
seeker of truth and the aspirant for learning to satisfy his 
hunger and quench his thirst by diligent application and zealous 
desire to study and peruse books and volumes of science and 
prudence at schools and colleges. The places for Jewish knowl- 
edge and Rabbinic sophistry were, however, badly lacking in the 
capital as well as in the provincial cities of Denmark, Jewish 
communities being too few to establish and support institutions 
of this particular kind, neither was there any demand in a greater 
or lesser degree for Jewish seminaries or Rabbinical colleges. 
But there is always a will to follow and satisfy one in his 
peculiar ways, and David Simonsen progressed, indeed, by leaps 
and bounds, receiving Talmudic instruction and Rabbinic teach- 
ings from private tutors, while a student at the local institute 
of secular subjects. Continuing at the latter place as an aspirant 
for philology and linguistic peculiarities, he laid special stress on 
the Arabic tongue, containing as the latter does writings and 
publications by Maimonides, Ebn Ezra, Ebn Gebirol and other 
Jewish Spanish scholars and savants, whose contributions to the 
Rabbinic literature are numerous and indispensive; and after 
his graduation with honors and distinction, Simonsen went to 
Breslau, matriculated at the Rabbinical seminary and became the 
beloved pupil of Professor Zachariah Frankel, the dean of the 
institution, going from strength to strength and being offered a 
tutorship at his very Alma Mater, which honor he, however, 
modestly declined, for obvious reasons. Neither would he ac- 
cept a similar position granted to him by the authorities of the 
Seminary, formed then at Ramsgate, London, England, by the 
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widely known universal philanthropist, Sir Moses Montefiore, 
of a blessed memory. Longing for home and his kin-folks, 
David Simonsen returned to Copenhagen in 1879 and became the 
local leader of his people. He married Miss Cora Solomon, an 
offshoot from a prominent Jewish family, with whom he is 
sharing his happiness and satisfaction, right along, ever since. 
With the demise of Chief-Rabbi Wolf, David Simonsen became 
his successor to the chiefdom as well. The first and the only 
native product in the rabbinate of Denmark, David Simonsen 
introduced the Danish tongue for speech and intercourse both, 
at Synagogue and home, although in all other ceremonies and 
functions he clings tenaciously to ancient principles and tradi- 
tional doctrines, never permitting the organ, mixed choir and 
similar innovations and novelties of the Reform invasions and 
progressive inroads. 

In this field of his activities, David Simonsen encountered 
the ill-will of the great critic and universal connoisseur, George 
Brandes, and the dissatisfaction of the upper crust, who wanted 
to import into Denmark the German vagaries of Reform and 
their assimilative inclinations, resulting in agnosticism and in- 
fidelity, Georg Brandes himself proving a staunch adherent to 
irreligiousness and atheism; while the other opponents to Rabbi 
Simonsen went over to the dominating faith, gaining this wise 
social prestige, lucrative positions and convenient improvements, 
amongst higher strata and powers that be. The Jewish com- 
munity, on the other hand, can pass muster before sister-institu- 
tions of Wilno, Lithuania, Lemberg, Galicia, and Jerusalem, 
Palestine, flourishing as it does of religious, ministerial, eccle- 
siastic, Talmudic, philanthropic and eleemosynary establishments, 
the Rabbi continually directing their destinies, shaping their 
forms, fashioning their manners and managing their affairs with 
painstaking zeal and intensive devotion; instructing the children 
into the tenets of Judaism himself, when lacking teachers for 
the purpose and giving the poor his own money when the charity 
boxes would turn empty. 

Having inherited considerable wealth, Simonsen refused to 
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take his salary, turning it over to philanthropic purposes, and 
feeling himself free from congregatiunal incumbencies, he took 
to study and research, devoting, likewise, parts of his time to 
charity and philanthropy, the latter doings taking, indeed, away 
his entire time, day and night, giving him neither rest nor re- 
pose, Copenhagen making a place of refuge for struggling Jews 
and suffering Hebrews, for the last 40 years, beginning with 
the bloody pogroms, perpetrated by the Russian Czar of a gloomy 
repute, in the eighties of the last century, and continuing up to 
the World War and its aftermath of butcheries and massacres 
in Poland, Ukraine and adjacent lands of darkness, brutality 
and barbarism. There are Jews both, in Western Europe and 
America, Rabbis and laymen, who discriminate against Polish, 
Ukrainian, Lithuanian, Galician and Roumanian Jews, looking 
down upon them with scorn and contempt, as if they were 
providently created as food for pogroms and provision for mas- 
sacres, because of their inferior stock and lower material, the 
Tog, a Yiddish daily published in the metropolis of New York, 
having actually made such an absurd statement, Rabbi Simonsen 
considers all Jews his brothers and would sacrifice for any of 
them his time, his money and his life, helping them morally and 
materially, mentally and physically, spiritually and financially. 
He interceded in behalf of his co-religionists with the police pre- 
fect, with magistrates, army officers and even with the king, 
Frederic the VIII. The latter, as a matter of record, not only 
granted the Rabbi his appeal, but praised him for his unselfish- 
ness and generosity, admired his studious activities and be- 
stowed on him the title of Professor. 

Studying continually and reading whenever there is a 
chance for it, it is but natural for the Rabbi to collect books 
and manuscripts, and among the former could be found the 
works of Mapou, Gordon, Schulman, Smolensky, Mendeli 
Mocher Sephorim and Sholom Aleichem, manifesting the Rabbi’s 
mastery of Hebrew and Yiddish, matters ‘and manners hardly 
practised by any other Rabbi of America or Western Europe. 
And talking of Sholom Aleichem, it is worth to mention that 
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when Sholom Rabinowitz, the original Sholom Aleichem, became 
stranded at Copenhagen, David Simonsen took particular care 
of the exiled Yiddish author and his family, during their stay 
in the Danish capital, in making their way to America free 
from all obstacles, physical, financial and otherwise. As a 
scholar, Professor Simonsen is one of the active members of the 
Mekitzet Nirdomim, a German-Jewish Society for publishing 
books and manuscripts by mediaeval authors, written in Hebrew, 
Arabic, Latin and Spanish; and as a philanthropist, Rabbi 
Simonsen is a staunch member of the Parisian Alliance Israelite 
Universelle, the only representative in the Scandinavian coun- 
tries. He is also instrumental in the activities of the Society 
for the Promotion and Welfare of the Jews in Copenhagen, re- 
sponsible for the creation of a Society for the Provision and 
Assistance of Jews Stranded in Denmark, for the Fund for Relief 
of the Sufferers from the World War, for the Jewish National 
Fund and the Palestinian Keren Hayesod. Simonsen’s Zionism 
dates back to the Hobebei Zion movement, the pre-Herzlian 
period, having gone to Palestine to see and behold local condi- 
tions and the achievements of the first colonists, the builders of 
Pethah Tikvah and Rishon Zion. The Central Zionist Bureau, - 
having taken quarters at Copenhagen, in the course of the 
World War, recorded splendidly the help rendered the Bureau 
by Rabbi Simonsen, the savant, philanthropist and Zionist. 


Lx 


THE JUBILEE OF RABBI BERNARD L. LEVINTHAL 
(Published in the Jewish Comment of Baltimore) 


DHERENTS to Orthodox Judaism, Zionists, scholars of 
Hebrew, Intellectuals and a goodly number of conscien- 
tious Jews gathered together recently at the house of the Hebrew 
Literature Society, 318 Catherine Street, Philadelphia, to devise 
ways and select methods for the celebration of the quarter of a 
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century jubilee of the yeoman work, successful achievements and 
progressive accomplishments in religious, educational, spiritual, 
Zionistic, eleemosynary, ecclesiastical, social, intellectual and 
communal activities of Rabbi Bernard L. Levinthal. 

The Reform, German and American Jews continuously find 
fault with the Orthodox and semi-Americanized co-religionists 
for various shortcomings and numerous transgressions, one of 
which, looming up to the front, time and again, is, indeed, the 
lukewarmness, indifference and neglected apathy, exercised by 
the Russian and Polish immigrants toward their spiritual leaders, 
communal guides and ecclesiastical heads, keeping their Rabbis, 
ministers, hazzans and the multifarious accessories, at starving 
wages, changing them every now and then, without notice or 
warning, and leaving them doomed to their fate at old age, when 
the Rabbi becomes feeble and the minister loses his articulative 
faculties. 

There being a grain or two of truth in this accusation, it 
culminates into a pinnacled summit of a sweeping condemnation 
and strong impeachment, giving rise, this wise, to self-styled 
social workers and imposing uplifters to fling and sling epithets 
of doubtful origins and names of uncomplimentary nature, mob 
being but the cognomen of a somewhat mild character. Small 
wonder then that the upper crust, the genuine swells and the 
blue-blooded 400 assume autocratic, plutocratic and oligarchic 
dictatorship, forcing their notions and imposing their postula- 
tions upon the unbridled and untamed immigrants with mon- 
archic force and oppressive vigor, the other party’s justified 
objections and indignant protestations notwithstanding. 

The supposedly uncouth Russians and the apparently awk- 
ward immigrants are, as a matter of policy, not as black as they 
are being painted, and they certainly deserve consideration and 
are entitled to a chance of representing their side of this, as well 
as of many another, guilt and culpability. The Mosaic blessing of 
“Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” 
(Exodus xix, 6), was originally meant for them, coming to pass 
in these as well as in former days of storm and stress. This state- 
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ment is neither of a boastful ostentation nor a bragging spon- 
taneity, Talmudical geniuses and theological pundits being found 
among fish-mongers, street peddlers and factory hands, able and 
willing to challenge any Rabbi and discourse on rabbinic intricacies 
and philosophic subtleties, posted on the voluminuous Hebrew 
literature and versatile in the codices of the law and their ramify- 
ing and extensive branches, because of which they never under- 
stand or comprehend the superiority and supremacy of the eccle- 
siastical head or religious leader. While the rich, the wealthy 
and the opulent as a rule, with few exceptions to prove it, desert 
the colors and abandon the flag, going over to the Reform Tem- 
ple, attracted as they are by the latter’s light, brilliancy and 
splendor, and subscribing to its issues, laws and regulations, at 
the expense and deterioration of their own rank and file, irre- 
spective of the disastrous results and the unpleasant conse-. 
quences. 

The gathering, however, lately in behalf of Rabbi Levinthal 
and his approaching jubilee is, indeed, a strong refutation to the 
accepted idea of neglect and carelessness attributed to the bulk 
of the immigrant population, and Philadelphia stands first and 
foremost in its restoration to the Jewish masses their lost glory 
and foresaken lustre, Levinthal proving the first to cause the 
sanctification of God’s name and to remove the stain from his 
people’s fame. Bernard L. Levinthal is certainly equal to the 
task, being one of the greatest if not the greatest Orthodox 
rabbi in America, forming, in addition, a tolerant and a com- 
promising theologian, having his own son educated and instructed 
in the rabbinic intricacies and ecclesiastical perplexities at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, speaking from pulpits and rostra 
with Reform, progressive and radical Rabbis, and exercising 
leniency and showing sympathy to stray sheep and drifted 
members. 

Coming in contact with persons of various vocations and 
sundry avocations, in metropolitan and cosmopolitan Philadel- 
phia, as well as in many other cities, towns and hamlets, Rabbi 
Levinthal gained the confidence, good will and tributes of his 
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co-religionists and kinsmen, far and wide, reaching even neigh- 
boring Gentiles, who rendered the Rabbi homage on frequent 
occasions. The fact being obvious, ex-president William H. Taft, 
in the course of his celebrations, some years ago, invited Rabbi 
Levinthal to participate in his festivities, preferring the Orthodox 
Rabbi Levinthal to the local Reform Rabbis, Joseph Krauskopf 
and Henry Berkowitz, respectively. 

And Rabbi Bernard L. Levinthal may make a good be- 
ginning, introducing a new era into the life of the Orthodox rab- 
binate and a novel epoch in the activities of the laity, models for 
copy and objects for emulation. Let Baltimore, as a good neigh- 
bor, congratulate both, the Rabbi and his charges, and so may, 
likewise, your humble servant, the writer of these lines. 


LXI. 
. THE JUBILEE OF RABBI DR. DAVID MARCUS 


Wee the press both, secular and Jewish, all the world 
over, extends publicity and notoriety, time and again, to 
Hayim Nahum, chief rabbi of the Turkish Jewish communities, 
it is guilty of a misdemanor in leaving in total obscurity and 
entire ignorance Nahum’s colleague, Dr. David Marcus, the 
rabbi of the Ashkenasic congregation in the Ottoman capital, 
numbering as these Jews do eight thousand strong. Coming in- 
dividually from various sections of the great world and sundry 
portions of the expansive universe, Jews settled in all parts of 
the Bosphoric gulfs and capes, embarking in arts, crafts, trades 
and commerce. With the influx of newcomers and the natural 
increase of marriages and births, associations and clubs for 
charity, religion and education were instituted, here, there and 
everywhere. Federation never appearing in their glossaries 
and the dictum of unity being somewhat of an abstract form to 
the stray sheep and weary wanderers, the Sephardic community, 
the native Jews, the old-timers, spread their dominion and fos- 
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tered their regulations on their supposedly inferior brethren and 
lower kinsmen. They levied on them taxes and imposed toll for 
ecclesiastic purposes and religious interests, although the Ash- 
kenasic beliefs and customs differ widely from those in vogue 
with the Sephardic, the very Codexual compilation containing 
opinions and decision by Sephardic and Ashkenasic Jews, re- 
spectively, diametrically opposing one another. Unable to fight 
superior forces and withstand enormous pressure, all fractions 
and factions combined into a solid and compact body, calling on 
Dr. David Marcus to assume their rabbinate and answer the 
attacks and onslaughts of the Sephardim and their rabbi, Moses 
Halevi. 

David Marcus was born in Russian Lithuania forty years 
ago. Like all the Jewish youths of his time and place, little 
David received an elementary Hebrew education and a higher 
Yeshibah training, which in a measure might have substituted for 
modern instructions and novel enlightenments in European and 
American schools and gymnasia. At 18 he married a girl of 
his parents’ choice, received the rabbinical diploma as his dowry 
and was on the verge of getting a flock in a small neighboring 
town to minister to, but for his folks, who, for obvious reasons, 
migrated and settled in Amsterdam, Holland. David, however, 
drifted to Germany, matriculated in one of the Hochschulen 
and continued his studies in the university of Cologne. In the 
latter place he formed the acquaintance of David Wolfson, later 
of Zionist fame, joined the national movement together with 
Dr. Theodore Herzl and went to Constantinople to negotiate for 
the purchase of Palestine for a Jewish State. Herzl returned to 
his native city of Vienna empty-handed, while Marcus remained 
in the Turkish metropolis, as the director of the Alliance schools. 

Observing the deplorable condition of his kith and kin, in 
Turkey in general and in Constantinople in particular, being 
despised by both, Sephardic Jews and native non-Jews, Dr. 
Marcus began the agitation of a united Jewish Ashkenasic com- 
munity, enlisting the good will and co-operation of Herr H. 
Reisner, member of the Turkish legislature and a staunch 
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adherent to Ashkenasic traditions. Slowly but surely, the double 
forces and joint efforts of Marcus and Reisner turned successful 
in building and establishing the first Ashkenasic congregation, 
under the rabbinate of the former and presidency of the latter. 


The Ashkenasic community in charge of its able Rabbi grew 
rapidly, going from strength to strength, to such an extent as 
to become a force for good and an object of recognition by such 
an able body as the Hilfs Verein der Deutschen Jueden, with 
headquarters in Berlin, Germany. Themselves but Ashkenasic, 
the latter term being a Hebrew assumption of the German adjec- 
tive, they, as a matter of course, gave predilection to their own 
kinsmen over the somewhat aristocratic and chauvinistic Sephar- 
dim, and when Dr. Paul Nathan, the intrepid vice-president of 
the Hilfs Verein, visited Constantinople, he stopped to see Dr. 
Marcus, solicited his aid and asked for his advice and counsel. 


Being a Rabbi by training and profession, a graduate from 
a German university and a member of the local school directo- 
rate, David Marcus was indeed a living source of information 
and a vital resource for enlightenment. Dr. Paul Nathan was 
convinced of Marcus’ efficiency and sound reasoning, fully sub- 
scribing to his issues and faithfully following his recommenda- 
tion, without any change or alteration. 


Dr. Marcus, first of all, wants Jewish children in the Orient 
to be Jews, first and last and all the time, because of which the 
instruction of Hebrew becomes the main subject of the scholastic 
curriculum. Next in line comes, as a matter of record, the 
Turkish tongue, the official language of the land, without which 
one can never be a good patriot or be considered as such. The 
teaching of foreign lingos and European tongues fosters alien 
notions and Occidental ideas upon youth and maiden, paving thus 
the way for migration and desertion. The Alliance Israelite 
fails in its endeavors and strivings to rear and raise a generation 
of Frenchmen, who sooner or later find themselves strange in 
their own spheres and circles, seeking, theréfore, foreign fields 
and strange locations. The Hilfs Verein may gain by the Al- 
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liance’s losses and assume a better policy with proper outlooks 
and saner views. 

It goes without saying that Dr. Marcus’ nuclei and kernels 
are coming to the surface now, the Polytechnical school, the 
Hebrew gymnasia in Jaffa, Heifa and other Palestinian centres, 
as well as the contemplated university in the Holy City of Jeru- 
salem, are but seeds and offsprings of Marcus’ agitation and 
propaganda ; while the Jewish schools both, provincial and metro- 
politan, are undergoing radical changes and altering reforms, the 
introduction of Hebrew becoming part and parcel of the in- 
structive program. 

Dr. Marcus is nationalistic to the core, never forgetting Zion, 
nor forsaking Jerusalem, raising his voice in behalf of Jewish 
restoration to Eretz Israel, at all times and seasons, and refuting 
the scoffers, every now and then, as the case may call for and 
when there is any need in a maneuver of this particular brand. 
Dr. Marcus’ jubilee is universal, indeed, 


f LXII. rast 
THE JUBILEE OF REV. HARRIS MASLIANSKY 


ABBI HARRIS MASLIANSKY, the noted preacher, the 
eloquent orator, the brilliant lecturer, the stirring pulpiteer, 
the literary genius, the Talmudic scholar, the Midrashic pundit, 
the Hebraic scribe, is, indeed, a force for good among his 
brethren and sisters of the Jewish quarters of Greater New 
York and adjacent cities and towns of the neighboring States of 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts and Pennsylvania. His 
thundering voice and pathetic pleadings ring, in addition, through 
the length and breadth of our country, irrespective of aquatic 
divisions and improvised boundaries, gaining adherents and find- 
ing listeners from coast to coast and from Maine to Mexico. 
Loving his people intensely, ardently and brotherly, praising 
their virtues, honoring their qualifications, respecting their 
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traits and forgiving their shortcomings, Masliansky is always 
ready and willing to sacrifice time, means, position and station 
for the ameliroation of their conditions and betterment of cir- 
cumstances, at his own detriment, personal risk and self-denial. 
He has a record, Masliansky has, offering his tongue and 
lungs, soul and heart, life and limb, to the welfare, uplift and 
the good cause of his people, steadily and uninterruptedly, for 
fully 50 years, neither sleeping nor slumbering, all this great 
while, patterned and potented after his Maker, the Guardian of 
Israel. Even America, prosaic and materialistic, never changed 
his attitude, neither checked his advent, nor calmed his fervency. 
Had Masliansky been a son of an independent, constitutional 
or monarchic nation, he would have received medallic compensa- 
tions and decorative remunerations, and legions of Honor and 
halls of Fame would have rendered him glowing recognition and 
extended him tributary consideration. With us, the Jews, how- 
ever, the supposedly bookish people, bank book, note book or 
any book, the kingdom of holiness and the nation of priests, 
suffering no rebukes and taking no advice, wise or otherwise, 
with us it is somewhat different, peculiar and extraordinary, we 
never look up to Masliansky as a spiritual guide, a cultural 
leader, a theological expounder and a philosophical thinker. We 
look down on him as a mere deliverer of preachments, a ghetto 
dreamer and a so-called Maggid. 
Masliansky, however, towers above thousands of others of 
his profession and calling from his shoulders and upwards, his 
pathos, stirring and enthusiasm reviving the dry bones, awaken- 
ing the somnolent and rejuvenating the dormant, petrified and 
ossified, inducing them to activities and doings with glorious re- 
sults and triumphant consequences. For fully 20 years, Mas- 
liansky tells the American Jews their sins and the house of Jacob 
its transgressions, and his beating of the drum and his sounding 
of the trumpet worked wonders and wrought miracles. His 
thundering voice and supernatural efforts Were responsible for 
the creation and recreation of multitudes of Synagogues, of 
Hebrew schools, hospitals, homes, asylums and institutions for 
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philanthropical, eleemosynary, cultural, educational and intellec- 
tual purposes. ; 

In the Old World, his gifts and talents first devel- 
oped, almost during his adolescent days, and here in America, 
where he came at a comparatively young age, his preaching, lec- 
tures, orations, addresses and sermons are elevating, inspiring, 
interesting, impressive and instructive, changing brutish charac- 
ters into goodness incarnate and cruel natures into kindness per~ 
sonified. | Spellbound and earnest, his listeners would sit for 
hours, swallowing the words, the sentences, the ideals and the 
ideas of Masliansky, the people’s own preacher. 

Vox populi vox Dei. Beloved by his people, men, women 
and children, catering to their wishes and supplying their wants, 
small wonder then that Russia, the Infamous, feared his out- 
spokenness and dreaded his influence, making, therefore, red 
hot for Masliansky in its infernal regions and causing, somehow 
or other, his departure and migration. Leaving Russia, the land 
of massacres and pogroms, Masliansky traveled through Ger- 
many, France and England, preaching in various cities and 
towns of Western Europe, before large and appreciative kins- 
men and co-religionists. Pleased and gratified, Jews of the men- 
tioned countries endeavored to persuade the talented minister to 
share their lots and participate in their bliss and blessings, real 
or imaginary, for ever and aye. 

Longing for freedom and yearning for independence, Mas- 
liansky would not go from the pot and into the frying pan, fully 
determined to settle in the United States, the Constitution and 
institutions of which are praised and lauded throughout the 
world and the fullness thereof. And like Caesar of old, he 
came, saw and conquered. Russia’s loss is, indeed, our gain, 
and America’s Who Is Who will certainly add a golden page 
to its historic material and useful information. Absorbing 
American traditions, imbibing its ambitions and studying its 
conditions, Masliansky remained, nevertheless, true and faithful 
to Zion and its movements, advocating the good cause and 
pleading for better effects, whenever called and wanted by 
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Zionists and their sympathizers, there being no parting of ways 
between Americanism and Zionism, peace and harmony having 
made the combination adjusted and justified. And because of 
the satisfactory tendencies and the delightful traits of Maslian- 
sky, local Jews united in celebrating his jubilee in the very near 
future, as a token of appreciation and a sign of gratitude. 


LXIII. : 


KASRIEL H. SARASOHN, EMINENT JOURNALIST 
AND SOCIAL WORKER, PASSES AWAY 


H. SARASOHN, founder and publisher of the N. Y. 

e Yiddishe Tageblatt, died last Thursday, the 12th inst. at 
the age of 70 years. He was born in the city of Suvalk, Poland. 
His early training he received in the old-fashioned Jewish Heder, 
where Bible and Talmud were the only subjects taught. Owing, 
however, to the geographical location of his native town, on the 
extreme boundaries of the Prussian frontier, some modern ideas 
and novel notions were smuggled into that benighted city from 
neighboring Germany. Thus we observe a gymnasium estab- 
lished in Suvalk, the curriculum of which corresponded approxi- 
mately to those of our high schools, although the gloomy dark- 
ness densely covered many a city of the surrounding sections of 
the semi-barbaric Poland, Lithuania and Russia. 

K. H. Sarasohn, however, did not avail himself of the op- 
portunity to matriculate as a student of that institution. And 
even had he chanced to take advantage of the situation, he would 
have encountered a vigorous opposition from his father, the 
pious Rabbi, who might, rather, have seen his son’s corpse than 
having him invested with a uniform with sparkling brass buttons, 
profaning the Sabbath and desecrating the Holidays. 

He, nevertheless, obtained an abundant knowledge of the 
German language, the predominating tongue im certain provinces 
of Poland in those days, autodidactically, without any teacher’s 
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aid or instructor’s assistance, like many another Jewish genius. 

Failing in some of his attempts, Mr. Sarasohn migrated to 
America, where he went through numberless hardships, difficul- 
ties and sufferings. About twenty-five years ago he ventured, 
almost empty-handed, the publication of a Jewish weekly, suc- 
ceeding, indeed, in his journalistic enterprises. His papers, the 
Yiddishe Gazetten and the Jewish Daily News, are read all over 
the world. Their circulation is as large as any of the great 
metropolitan dailies and their reading material is most popular. 
The writer of this obituary translated for the Post-Telegram 
of Camden, N. J., Hebrew Standard, New York, Jewish Advo- 
cate, Boston, Jewish Criterion, Pittsburgh, Jewish Ledger, New 
Orleans, Jewish Review and Observer, Cleveland, Jewish Ameri- 
can, Detroit, American Israelite, Cincinnati, and many other 
secular and Jewish periodicals many an interesting and instruc- 
tive article from the papers edited by the able journalist, K. H. 
Sarasohn. 

Mr. Sarasohn gained also considerable repute as a philan- 
thropist and social worker, having been instrumental in the build- 
ing and edification of the Sheltering Home and scores of similar 
charity institutions, in the East Side section of the City of 
New York. 

At the funeral, which took place from his late residence, 
185 East Broadway, all forces of Jewry combined to pay him 
the last tribute. There were Orthodox and Reform, Rabbis and 
laymen, financiers and laborers, philosophers and Talmudists. 
There were Dr. H. P. Menders, the president of the Union of 
Orthodox Congregations of United States and Canada, Dr. 
Joseph Silverman, ex-president of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, Jacob H. Schiff, the banker, who was also 
one of the pall bearers, and Rabbi Bernard L. Lewinthal, the. 
chief of the Philadelphia Orthodox Rabbinate. 

Thousands of people accompanied the funeral procession to 
Union Field Cemetery, in Brooklyn, escorted by 300 mounted 
police. 

In his conversation, as well as in his press comments, Mr. 
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Sarasohn manifested an ardent adherence to Zion and its move-_ 
ments, expressing always his earnest desire to go thither, spend 
there his last days and be buried in the holy ground. 

Alas! like his predecessor Dr. Herzl, nay, like Moses, these 
longings of his he could not have accomplished! Requiescat im 
pace (Isaiah xi, 10) ! 


tenis [XEV: 
THE LAW FROM ZION 


fi ees dual prophecy given by both Isaiah and Micah to the 
effect of having the law sprung from Zion and the Godly 
word emanating from Jerusalem is but fabulous and metaphoric, 
since neither Zion nor Jerusalem produced any geniuses of late. 
Zion and Jerusalem spell but sources of information and re- 
sotirces of wisdom to enlighten the seeker after the truth and 
to instruct the uninitiated. Zion and Jerusalem are but covers 
and veneerings for wisdom and understanding, flourishing as the 
latter subjects do here, there and everywhere. Zion and Jeru- 
salem in this instance, then, are not confined to geographical 
limits and topographical boundaries, they may rather, be found 
in Western spheres and American atmospheres, irrespective of 
environments, conditions and surroundings. Houses of learning 
and places for study replace Zion and harbor Jerusalem in all 
countries and continents, the historical names and the euphonic 
callings being but potent agencies and expedient subterfuges for 
mankind and humanity to cast their lots and avail themselves of 
offered opportunities and extended chances. 

New York, though a modern Babylon and a rejuvenated 
Nineveh, enshrines, indeed, the Scriptural Zion and the Biblical 
Jerusalem and East Broadway, the erstwhile cradle of Socialism, 
radicalism and atheism, is but pregnant withinstitutions of reli- 
gion, education, philanthropy and Jewish revival. Among the 
latter may be mentioned the hostelry of Joseph Abramson, at No. 
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149, where sons of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and daughters of 
Sarah, Rebekkah, Rachel and Leah, coming for regular food 
and mundane provision, and in addition are served with spiritual 
pabulum, cultural diet and intellectual regimen, the place being 
the bee hive for metropolitan scholars, Jewish scribes and men of 
letters, literature and light. Observing Mr. Abramson’s and 
similar houses one must needs proclaim once again, “How goodly 
are thy tents, O Jacob, thy resting place, O Israel’ (Num- 
bers xxiv, 5)! 


LXV. 


THE LEGAL PROFESSION AND THE JEWS 


AW, jurisprudence and advocacy found numerous adherents 

and numberless followers among the sons of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, at all times and seasons, countries and conti- 
nents, ages and generations, ranks and files, stages and stations. 
The Jews, as a matter of record, are born devotees and genuine 
adepts of the legal profession and all its ramifying branches, hav- 
ing imbibed, in days of old and times of yore, during childhood 
and juvenility, in the course of early training and elementary 
education, the militant spirit and the controversal genius of the 
Talmudic subtleties, discussions and casuistries. The latter are 
somewhat fitting and suitable, indeed, to the Anglo-Saxon laws 
in general and to the American codices in particular, which per- 
mit, time and again, flexible assumptions and stand, every now 
and then, the test and possibility of elastic presumptions, apt for 
changes and prone to alterations. Men in the legal profession 
are aware of the existence of books and volumes, in America as 
well as in England, full of opinions, sentences and decisions, 
rendered by judges and attorneys on the basic principles of com- 
parison, deduction and expansion, positively admitted and super- 
latively defined. Small wonder then that coming to these hos- 
pitable shores and havens of refuge, the offshoots from Rabbi 
Akiba, Rabbi Meyer, Rabbi Nachman and Rabbi Ashi, ten- 
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aciously clinging to the ancestral traits and zealously pursuing 
the parental plights, discovered in the legal profession a wide field 
for their activities and an extensive area for mental develop- 
ments. Pressing into active services with force and vigor all 
tacts and talents, the Jews sooner or later, gained recognition 
and acquired distinction. 

Judah Philip Benjamin was first and foremost in the legal 
profession, combining, perhaps as he did, five distinctive nation- 
alties and shedding luster on all, never having defamed any or 
himself. Born in the West Indies of Jewish parents, in the year 
of 1811, he soon was taken by his kin to Wilmington, N. C., 
where they immigrated and settled, permanently. There young 
Benjamin attended the public schools, after which he took a 
three years’ course for the higher subjects of science in Yale 
College, New Haven. His parents, it appears, displayed to some 
degree the nomadic inclinations, moving continually. They set- 
tled, finally, in New Orleans, La., where our hero devoted him- 
self to the study of jurisprudence for some considerable time, re- 
sulting in his admittance to the bar, in the year of 1832. 

In the legal profession, the name and fame of Benjamin be- 
came proverbial and far-reaching in the city, State and neigh- 
boring vicinities. In the course of time, political problems and 
social matters turned part and parcel of Benjamin’s philosophies. 
President Pierce offered Benjamin a position on the United 
States bench, while President Taylor intended to make Benjamin 
one of his Cabinet Secretaries. Benjamin, however, declined both 
offices. 

Judah P. Benjamin became U. S. Senator in 1852, remaining 
in the Senatorship up to the time of the Civil War, his oratorical 
ability was recognized as forceful and stirring. He affiliated with 
the Confederacy, erroneously believing in its theories, and fol- 
lowed Jefferson Davis, who raised Benjamin to the positions of 
Attorney General and Secretary of War, respectively. 

After the fall of the Confederacy and the cessation of hos- 
tilities, Benjamin fled from the country back to the West Indies, 
his birthplace and first home, going thence to England, where he 
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started life anew. He resumed the studies of the books of the 
legal profession, once again, with devotional sincerity and 
zealous ardor, passing the English bar and turning out one of 


Great Britain’s eminent barristers. He died in Paris, France, in 
1884. 


Franklin J. Moses, born at Charleston, S. C. in 1804 of Jewish 
parentage, was another lawyer of prominence and integrity, hav- 
ing served both, his State and the United States, in the former 
in the capacity of Justice, and in the latter as Senator, holding 
the latter vocation for fully thirty years. He succumbed and 
was gathered to his fathers in his native city, in the year of 1877. 


Louis S. Levin was, likewise, born in Charleston, in 1808 
and moved to Philadelphia, becoming in the latter place a prac- 
ticing attorney and having later taken up the temperance propa- 
ganda, delivering speeches in its support and furtherance in all 
sections of the city and its suburbs. At one occasion, in the year 
of 1844, when agitating for temperance from a public rostrum 
in Kensington, one of Brotherly Love’s annexed districts, several 
shots were fired at Levin, killing instantly some of his admirers. 
Levin, however, came out safely, without hurt or injury. He was 
sent to the Congress for two periods and died in 1860. 

Gustavus A. Mayer was the first Jewish lawyer in the State 
of Virginia. Lacking details as to his birth, training, activities 
and demise, it is, nevertheless, established beyond any shadow of 
doubt that his Jewish education, in addition to the secular 
sciences, helped him considerably to settle a congregational dis- 
pute in Richmond. It came about this way. The congregation 
Beth Sholom split, in the year of 1844, several of its members 
forming themselves into a new body under the name of Beth 
Ahabah. The cemetery being but one, under the control of Beth 
Sholom, in order to arrest the spread of the dissenting congrega- 
tion and to frustrate its increase, the officers of the cemetery re- 
fused to bury the Beth Ahabah’s dead. The case was brought to 
the courts, but .attorney Mayer intervened and settled it amicably. 

Henry Michael Heines, who was born in Alexandria, La., in 
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1809, of Jewish parentage, practiced law and figured enormously 
among local politicians, and was Lieutenant Governor of his 
State for a number of years. He died in 1875. 

The writer does not pretend to give an exhausted list of all 
the Jews that were and are connected with the legal profession, 
as this would impose upon both, the correspondent’s facilities and 
the editor’s leniency. The sketch is but an attempt at collective 
statistics and the grouping of names of those who graced the 
profession of law and honored the ancient heritage, simulta- 
neously ; disregarding, as a matter of policy, numerous men con- 

nected with the legal profession, but divorcing themselves en- 
tirely from Jews and Judaism, the latter remaining with them 
but an accident of birth and a spot of everlasting burdens. 

In Philadelphia, New York and Washington are men promi- 
nent in both, law and Judaism. The list includes the following: 

Simon Wolf, of Washington, author of “The Jew as Citizen, 
Patriot and Soldier,” ex-United States Charge d’Affaires to 
Egypt and president of the Independent Order of B’nai Brith. 

Oscar S. Straus, of New York, author of numerous books, 
ex-Secretary of Commerce and Labor, U. S. Ambassador to 
Turkey and Emissary to the Universal League of Peace. 

Louis Marshall, of New York, extensive contributor and 
stupendous donator to the Jewish Theological Seminary and 
President of Temple Emanuel of New York and of The Ameri- 
can Jewish Committee. 

Nathan Bijour, Judge of Supreme Court of New York and 
vice president of the United Hebrew Charities. 

Moses M. Dropsie, of Philadelphia, who left a million dollars 
for the establishment of the Dropsie College, which is perhaps 
the unique institution of learning of its kind on the continent. 

Mayer Sulzberger, of Philadelphia, the modern Maecenas of 
students and studies, scholars and scholarships, bookmen, books 
and bookishness; writer and author of books and pamphlets; 
large contributor and enormous donator tosthe Jewish Theologi- 
cal Seminary, ex-president of the American Jewish Committee 
and active member of Congregation Miekve Israel. 
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Leon Huner, of New York, curator for the Jewish Histori- 
cal Society and contributor to the Jewish-English periodicals. 

David W. Amram, of Philadelphia, professor of law at the 
University of Pennsylvania and author of “Jewish Printers and 
Printings in Italy in Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries.” 

And last, but not least, Joseph Gross of Philadelphia, active 
worker of the Central Hebrew Free School, frequent speaker at 
the Hebrew Literature Society, staunch Zionist and regular con- 
tributor to the Jewish Exponent and numerous periodicals and 
magazines, secular and religious. 


LXVI. 
LORD BEACONSFIELD 


T is about thirty years since the great statesman Lord Bea- 

consfield died, yet but recently, some few weeks ago, an 
abbreviated sketch of his biography has appeared on the literary 
surface. It is strange, indeed, that the life, works and ambi- 
tions of this famous man has not been written on long ago. 
Why, it would have made food for thought and pabulum for re- 
flection. Politicians of all shades and descriptions could have 
taken instructions and learned lessons in the management of 
their particular affairs and their respective party politics, issues 
and commissions, if the wonderful man had been depicted for 
incentive and stimuli. 

The reasons are obvious and the causes are ostensible. 
Great men and great things are, as a rule, assigned to the chosen 
few and to the selected patricians; none but those of pure stock 
and bluish blood shall venture such an undertaking. It was de- 
signed at first for his private secretary, Lord Rauthon, to ac- 
complish the voluminous task. Lacking both, energy and self- 
reliance, the secretary hesitated to dispose of the imposing mis- 
sion, openly admitting his inability and frankly confessing the 
dreaded failure. He, thereupon, to win time, knowledge and 
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experience, busied his glorious self for quite a long while with 
the collection of material and getting of data, documents, manu- 
scripts and records, purporting as these did, to shed sufficient 
light and cast detailed reports upon the birth, rearing and train- 
ing events of the great and illustrious man. 

Before having come to the final close of the preparations 
and readiness, the knighted secretary followed his lordly master 
to the Great Beyond, where literature and authorship are neither 
recognized nor considered. Granting time, more or less, for 
mourning and lamentation over the demised, a search was insti- 
tuted for another literary functionary, of the high nobility, as a 
matter of policy, to assume the responsible authority and resume 
the work that the expired secretary was going to do. The men 
of rank, title and knighthood, it appears, could not or would not 
accept the somewhat complicated transaction, fearing fatal con- 
sequences and dreading disastrous results. 

The task became fulfilled, at last, by an unostentatious and 
modest man, an erstwhile South African journalist. The sketch, 
after all, seems to lack in at least one essential. Both, writer 
and collector, have overlooked one of the cardinal points, namely 
Beaconsfield’s Jewishness, which remained within the heart and 
soul of the statesman all his life, his early assumption of the 
dominating faith notwithstanding. And because of these traits 
and tendencies, which could hardly be depicted by the Christian 
author, the sketch is imperfect and incomplete. 

Benjamin d’Israeli, this being Lord Beaconsfield‘s Jewish 
name, was a grandson of an Italian Jew by that very name. This 
Italian emigrated to England in 1748, where he engaged in com- 
mercial pursuits. His son, Isaac d’Israeli, inherited his father’s 
mercantile establishment, following the causes of literature and 
learning, in addition. He married one named Mary Basevy, who 
gave birth to a son, whom they named Benjamin, after the older 
parent. This occurred in 1804. More sons and daughters were 
born to Isaac d’Israeli. They, however, turned*neither important 
nor significant. 

Isaac was then a member of the Bevis Marks Synagogue, 
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in London, paying his regular dues. The lot fell in those days 
upon Isaac d’Israeli to accept the presidency of the synagogue, 
which honor he emphatically declined. The refusal suggested 
the payment of a monetary fine, which d’Israeli, however, failed 
to do, disregarding thus the synagogal order and withdrawing 
from membership entirely. Separated from the synagogue and 
disassociated from his own brethren, d’Israeli and his family 
went over, in 1817, to the prevailing religion, Benjamin under- 
going thus the baptismal process, instead of the Bar-Mitzwah 
procedure, as the future Premier of England was then but 
13 years old. 

Of interest to the readers might, likewise, be the following 
events in Beaconsfield’s adolescence. Though converted into a 
Christian, he received lessons in Hebrew, twice a week, from a 
Jewish Rabbi, while his laxity for the Sunday-school was, in- 
deed, unpardonable. It turned out this wise: The school hap- 
pened to be in a distance from d’Israeli’s home. Discharged 
with the other mates, after sessions, he had to miss his dinner, 
as the first hour would have been completed then. The future 
diplomatist proved to possess some cunningness even then, in 
his young age. He took an alternative, and for the sake of his 
meal, enrolled himself and some of his neighboring schoolmates 
in another church’s Sunday-school, near his house. 

No wonder that all through his life Lord Beaconsfield was 
dubbed all sorts of sobriquets, epithets and surnames, for he 
never divorced himself entirely from Judaism, neither had he 
subscribed to the Christian issues, nor was he a staunch reli- 
gionist ; laxity and leniency leading his path in life. D/Israeli 
never attended any university or college, caring but little for 
systematic training, methodical programs and orderly curricula. 
Passing examinations, standing of trials and subjecting to in- 
spections were abhorrent to him, preferring, rather, to remain in 
a stage of mediocrity, without any degrees, honors or diplomas. 

London with its thousands of allurements and temptations 
ensnared our hero in the treacherous entanglements for a while. 
He, however, quickly emerged, with the help and assistance of 
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his father’s purse. Next, one found him embarking in the trades 
and the professions, becoming a journalist and a barrister, alter- 
nately, failing in the attempts of the one, and losing considerable 
sums in the adventures of the other. He then began to work 
hard, steadily and feverishly, in order to settle his debts and pay 
his creditors, the number of whom increased to a legion. The 
continuous labor and the unceasing drudgery ruined his health, 
becoming thus a charge for a physician and a patient to medical 
science. He was ordered to take a trip through the continent, 
and he proceeded to Palestine. There the embers of his former 
Judaism fanned into flames, once again. Curiously enough, this 
child of Europe took a deep interest in Oriental modes of life, 
making mention of it in his books, time and again. And per- 
haps, there and then, under the magnetic spell of Eastern atmos- 
phere, the Zionistic works of Lord Beaconsfield received their 
embryonic mold. 


LXVII- 
LORD SWAYTHLING PASSES AWAY 


UMANITY in general, and the Jews in particular, lost 

a great personality by the death of Sir Samuel Montague, 

recently raised to the peerage under the title of Lord Swaythling. 

Falling sick, a few days previously, Lord Swaythling passed 

away on Friday, the 14th inst., at the age of 75, in his house in 
the city of London, the English metropolis. 

He was born at the city of Liverpool, of Jewish parents, 
where his father, Mr. Louis Samuel, conducted a brokerage, in 
the subtleties and wisdom of which the son received some lessons, 
added, likewise, by secular knowledge and religious education, 
according to the chances and opportunities that offered them- 
selves to willing parents and aspiring youngsters, there and then. 
Young Samuel proved studious, perceptive and acute. Grasping 
the situation, he made finance his specialty, devoting his time and 
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abilities to banking operations and the bourses’ transactions. 
Finding Liverpool’s confines somewhat narrow and its commer- 
cial avenues inflexible, the young aspirant for monetary gains and 
honorable knighthood removed to London, where he joined one 
of the local exchanges, purchasing innumerable quantities of 
bonds and stocks, issued by the American silver mining com- 
panies. The latter being then in the first stages of their develop- 
ment, turned immensely profitable, rendering large income and 
yielding ten-fold dividends. 

Having thus accumulated wealth, opulence and a social 
standing, Sir Samuel, in partnership with his brother, Mr. Edvin 
Samuel, the father of Mr. Herbert Samuel, the present Post- 
master General of England, opened a banking office on Broad 
Street, in the very centre of the money-market. 

During the reign of terror in the Muscovite Empire, when 
the local government instituted a series of massacres upon its 
innocent Jews, just for the sake of putting dust into the eyes of 
decent people and to avert the real danger that threatened men- 
acingly both, native aristocracy and Russian bureaucracy, Sir 
Samuel established at his home city a Russo-Jewish Fund for 
dispensation of charity and offering of assistance to Jewish 
refugees, who might chance to come to England in search of 
shelter and in quest of protection. Not satisfied with domestic 
benevolence and English philanthropy, Samuel Montague took a 
trip to the continent, visiting Brody, a frontier town in the Gali- 
cian province of Austria, going thence to Moscow, the old Rus- 
sian capital, to consult local financiers, wealthy Jews and powers- 
that-be, as to the devising of means and the adoption of ways 
for the amelioration of the Jewish conditions and the reduction 
of their misery, wretchedness and affliction. 

Fearing universal sentiments and dreading European interfer- 
ence, Russian authorities, on the pretext of some technical 
charges, ordered the noble Englishman to quit the city. This 
ignoble action of the infamous Tartars stamped the rulers as 
obscure and arbitrary, while Montague halted at Bialystok, an 
industrial city of Russia, situated in the nearest approaches to 
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the German frontier, the birthplace of your correspondent, telling 
one and all the tales out of school of his experiences in the higher 
quarters with the upper crust. The exiled Englishman visited 
the local rabbi, Samuel Mohiliver, who was instrumental after- 
wards in inducing the Parisian Rotschild to invest millions of 
Francs in Palestinian lands for the creation of settlements and 
the establishment of colonies for hundreds and thousands of 
immigrants. 

Russian stocks and bonds fell heavily in foreign exchanges 
and European bourses, owing to the ill-treatment of the Jews 
both, mentally and materially, the latter, however, winning pas- 
sion and compassion, pity and sympathy, mercy and quarters 
throughout the civilized world. 

Sir Samuel Montague, though himself of English stock with 
a tincture of nobility, mingled freely with alien Jews, coming as 
the latter did from various lands and sundry countries. He 
affiliated with them in all their institutions, organizations, congre- 
gations, societies and clubs, contributing continuously to their 
needs and necessities, supporting their Rabbis, assisting their 
ministers and maintaining their schools for religion, history and 
Biblical instruction. Abhorring modernism and looking askance 
at Reform and its iconoclastic strides, Samuel Montague pre- 
ferred the old, genuine and unadulterated Orthodoxy, the out- 
landishness, Orientalism and awkwardness of its professors and 
followers notwithstanding. 

The irony of the fate. His very daughter, Miss Lily Mon- 
tague, is first and foremost on the list of the promoters and 
organizers of the Religious Union of Radical Reform, the presi- 
dent of which, Mr, Claude G. Montefiore, author of Synoptic 
Gospels, visited this country some eight months ago, endeavoring 
to procure a Rabbi for the newly created pulpit. But then, the 
hand of Providence might have worked these wonders, forming 
a schism in the household and widening the gulf between parent 
and offshoot. Pious and Orthodox Montague, however, was 
anti-Zionistic. And when the author of thex‘Melting Pot,” dur- 
ing his connection with Zionism, in the latter’s palmy days, when 
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Dr. Herzl was still living, having on one occasion dined in the 
house of Lord Swaythling, heard the host reciting the graces 
after meals, containing as the latter do numerous allusions to 
the return to Jerusalem and the restoration of Zion, asked for 
the daughter’s hand and substantiated his proposal by his adher- 
ence to the Zionistic movement, he was flatly refused because of 
the Zionistic dreams and the Palestinian visionary hallucinations. 
Israel Zangwill, consequently married out of the fold, a practical 
example for the Pot’s Meltings, while Lily Montague, absorbed 
in religious unions, forgets all about secular ones. 

Although his father’s last name was Samuel, he changed it, 
making this his first name, another manifestation of his Ortho- 
doxy, Samuel being used as the genuine appelation by a Scrip- 
tural prophet and a Talmudical Rabbi. His religious devotion 
became almost proverbial, and there was a rumor current, some 
years ago, that at a seating in the Parliament, one day, when the 
deliberations occupied the entire afternoon, nearing its very close, 
Samuel Montague begged to be permitted to withdraw to the 
ante-chamber so as to be able to conduct his vesper-services, 
which was, indeed, granted to him at the very moment. 

For his political campaigns, which always tended in the right 
directions, he was bestowed the distinction of “Sir,” some fifteen 
years ago, while in 1906 he was granted the name of Lord 
Swaythling. May he rest in peace! 


LXVIII. 


LOUIS H. LEVINE, JOURNALIST AND SOCIAL 
WORKER, PASSES AWAY 


OUIS H. LEVINE, editor of the Jewish Comment and 
secretary of the Associated Charities of the Jewish com- 
munities of Baltimore, died at his home recently, after a linger- 


ing illness. 
An offshoot of a Russian-Jewish family, members of which 
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left their step-mother country in the earlier parts of the last cen- 
tury, before steamships ever crossed the Atlantic Ocean, resort- 
ing to the primitive means of a-mere sail boat, young Levine was 
born at Charleston, S. C., in the year of 1866. He was reared 
and raised as a good American at the local primary, grammar 
and high schools and educated in Jewish learning and ancestral 
religion at private Heders and local Hebrew schools. 

Although the Jews of Charleston were the first pioneers to 
introduce reform, Levine remained staunch and steadfast in his 
Orthodox convictions and parental dictates, practising and exer- 
cising unadulterate Judaism, in unison with tradition and cus- 
toms, through all the days of his life. 

When quite a young man, Mr. Levine came to Baltimore 

and became a bookkeeper. But he longed for more wisdom and 
additional learning, because of which he sat up nights, engaged in 
the study and perusal of jurisprudence. Having successfully 
passed the examination and being admitted to the bar, he opened 
law offices in partnership with H. B. Hartogensis, a noted Jewish 
attorney, social worker and communal leader. 
. Coming in contact with Jewish misery, wretchedness and 
poverty, the common possessions and proper properties of the 
bulk of the foreign Jewish populace of Baltimore, Louis H. 
Levine abandoned his office and relinquished the legal practice, 
devoting instead his time, labor and means to social enterprises 
and philanthropic institutions. He joined the Hebrew Benevolent 
Society in order of distributing its funds to the needy applicants 
and turning helpful to worthy petitioners, whose numbers multi- 
plied and increased considerably, in those days of storm and 
stress. He later became the society’s executive secretary and was 
effective in uniting the various organizations of that particular 
kind into one compact and solid institution, the works and activi- 
ties of which ramified extensively and spread into all sides and 
directions. 

Mr. Levine married a daughter of Rabbi Benjamin Szold, 
one of the pillars of the Reform rabbinate, yet he continued to 
practice conservative Judaism, both at Synagogue and home, just 
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the same. He launched the Jewish Comment, a weekly magazine 
devoted to Jewish interests, literary outpourings and Zionistic 
proclivities, and fighting Reform Judaism, root and branch. 

Baltimorean Jewries being considered pious and devotional, 
the editor of the Comment, the latter’s contributors and corres- 
pondents, your humble servant inclusive, continually dwelt upon 
the beauties and niceties of the ancestral traditions, parental 
customs and ceremonial institutions with pathetic devotion and 
sympathetic descriptions, so as to turn them attractive and beck- 
oning in the eyes of youth and maiden of Jewish birth and 
extraction, the religion of Israel being, indeed, suitable and fitting 
for Baltimore, Denver, Atlanta, Portland and Houston in 
America, as well as for Warsaw, Wilno, Lemberg, Prague and 
Bucharest in European countries. 

Becoming so closely related to the Szold family, Mr. Levine 
and his Comment wielded, undoubtedly, remarkable influence on 
his sister-in-law, Miss Henrietta Szold, a woman of brilliant 
attainments, cultural intellect, prolific writings and personal 
charms, who proved, likewise, a staunch Zionist and founded the 
Hadassah, the American Jewish Women’s Zionist Organization, 
with chapters and branches throughout the United States and 
Canada, instituting hospitals and dispensaries in various Pales- 
tinian cities, and checking the spread and dread of malaria fever 
and similar Oriental diseases. 

In the course of the World War, when charitable America 
dispatched the United States Steamer Vulcan, to Turkey, filled 
with food, clothing and medicine, for Palestinian sufferers, L. H. 
Levine was chosen to escort the transport and conduct the dis- 
tribution. May his soul rest in peace! 


LXIX. 
MASOL TOV, RABBI MAX DROB! 


Editor Hebrew Standard, New York: 
If affords your correspondent great pleasure and abundant 
delight to extend congratulations and offer felicitations to his 
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friend and colleague, Rabbi Max Drob, formerly of Buffalo, on 
his assumption of the pulpit of the Washington Heights Syna- 
gogue of this city. Rabbi Drob is a brother-in-law of the great 
Pittsburgh scholar, genius and Zionist, Rabbi A. M. Ashinsky, 
and he certainly pursues similar traits and follows identical ten- 
dencies of learning, knowledge, wisdom, scholarship and Zionism. 

Rabbi Drob, a graduate from the Jewish Theological Semi- 
nary, New York, it appears, is making his advances by leaps and 
bounds, coming back to New York after having ministered both 
in Syracuse and Buffalo, Syracuse proving to be the stepping 
stone for another seminary graduate, Dr. Joseph Hertz, who went 
from strength to strength, from Syracuse to South Africa, to 
New York, thence to London, where he became the chief rabbi. 
Max Drob may do likewise, and let us hope, will also make a 
chief rabbi of some great European city. The Jerusalemic uni- 
versity is still embryonic and it will take, undoubtedly, a genera- 
tion or two before the double prophecy of Isaiah and Micah of 
“out of Zion will the Law go forth and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem” will come to pass, America then proving the 
substitute in the meantime and our friend Drob turning equal to 
the task and becoming responsive to the call. Masol Tov, again! 


LXX. 
bi MAX NORDAU 


EETING Max Nordau, the dean of modern Zionism, 

at London, the metropolis of England, during the last 

Zionist Congress, one would be astonished to behold the spright- 
liness, vivacity and cheerfulness of the man who had passed his 
three score and ten, the span of years allotted for one’s life by 
the Biblical Psalmist. Dr. Nordau still possesses his youthful 
faculties, abilities and qualities, expressed as these are in his 
soft, flexible and wonderful voice, as well as.in his clear, pungent 
and penetrating eyes. He is as keen, sarcastic and satirical as 
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ever, with an additional tincture of bitterness and an augmentary 
veneering of resentment, resulting as these latter traits and ten- 
dencies are in frequent demonstrations of scorn, contempt and 
discount for Zionism and its leaders. In moments of emotion 
and excitement, Nordau assumes the position and disposition of 
a wounded and infuriated lion, becoming, however, his former 
self, once again, after the elapse of some few minutes, resuming 
his ordinary calmness and regaining his natural kindliness and 
characteristic friendliness. 

America, its institutions, commerce, industries, markets, 
finance, prosperity and philanthropy turning slogans and becom- 
ing shibboleths throughout the length and the breadth of the 
universe, it was, indeed, right and proper for Dr. Nordau to 
inquire about the doings and activities of his kinsmen and co- 
religionists in the land of the free and the home of the brave, 
along the lines of education, knowledge and culture both, secular 
and Jewish. Notwithstanding the accepted notions and asserted 
ideas of America being but sordid, materialistic and prosaic, 
dominated by the idols of Moloch and swayed by Golden Calves, 
Nordau had none but praises and laudations for American 
developments, evolutions, revolutions and ambitions. The Jews, 
an integral part of the American nation, it is but natural and 
characteristic for them to follow similar courses and pursue 
identical lines, and speculating, this wise, on American condi- 
tions, the octogenarian pundit deprived his interlocutor from 
expressing his mind on Jews and Judaism in America, which 
topics could not make savory pabula in these days of stress and 
storm for mankind in general and Israel in particular. 

Drifting away from this subject, which was after all without 
his sphere or atmosphere, America, as a matter of record, being 
located in the Western hemisphere, Nordau related of his own 
recent experiences, although he never disclosed his personal 
affairs to friends and acquaintances, having, however, made an 
exception, this time, for bovious reasons and ostensible causes. 
He related of his life in Madrid, Spain, in the course of the Uni- 
yersal War, where he had to seek refuge, fleeing from unhospi- 
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table France, his sojourn in the latter country for fully thirty-five 
years, in the eminent professions and prominent occupations of 
medicine, philosophy, literature and journalism notwithstanding. 
The French government, moreover, confiscated his books, money 
and other possessions, leaving the old scholar and physician pen- 
niless and destitute; while in Spain, his temporary asylum, he 
had to struggle bitterly, suffering hardships and deprivations. 
His manuscripts and publications being stored with German pub- 
lishers, he found it impossible to communicate with the latter, 
local authorities impeding his overtures and operations, influ- 
enced, apparently, by orders from the Entente Powers, irrespec- 
tive of Spanish neutrality and the supposedly good treatment of 
the Pyrenean peninsula. Similarly, Nordau found himself 
barred from corresponding with the Vienna Neue Freie 
Presse and the Berlin Fossische Zeitung, to the pages and col- 
umns of which he contributed for years and years before 
he came to Madrid, the postal authorities fearing Nordau’s pen 
and dreading its productive fecundity. Starvation and hunger 
turned, indeed, Nordau’s companions in his declining days and 
his dreary existence in the Spanish capital, but then the good 
Samaritan put in his appearance at the eleventh hour. An 
Argentinian theatrical manager, named a considerable price for 
Dr. Nordau’s “Right to Live,” the satisfactorily accepted pay- 
ment of which certainly extended the author the right to live, 
saving him from the pangs of hunger and the agonies of starva- 
tion. “Right to Live” cheered and delighted thousands of spec- 
tators and enthusiastic sports twenty-seven times at the foremost 
thatre of Buenos Aires, the capital of Argentine. 

Scholars and students, the Rabbis of the Talmud maintain, 
neither rest nor repose (Berachoth f. 64, a), and Max Nordau 
prohibited from demonstrating his wisdom in German, took to 
Spanish and wrote and published two Spanish books, named 
“The English Statesmen” and “The Biological Foundations of 
the Morals,” respectively. Modest and unostentatious, Nordau 
never mentioned about his mastery of the Spanish tongue, which 
he, apparently, acquired in the course of his sojourn in Madrid! 
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Linqual accomplishments being, indeed, parts and parcels of 
Jewish intution and perception, and his Spanish confinement 
brought about something tangible, nevertheless. There and then, 
he became an honorary member of the Scientific Academy, after 
which the upper crust and the higher strata began to look up to 
the exiled savant, who made good use of the newly acquired 
recognition in behalf of the poverty-stricken Jews of neighboring 
African and Asiatic countries, interceding local authorities and 
obtaining governmental assistance for the Jews of Morocco, 
Tunis, Turkey and Palestine. 

Zangwill calls Nordau the greatest Jew of the twentieth 
century; one may advance another step or two, granting Dr. 
Nordau the honor of making the greatest man of our age. Self- 
denial and self-abnegation are, indeed, Nordau’s fads and fan- 
cies, living, working and striving for humanity’s welfare and 
mankind’s happiness. And as for the Jews, why there is no 
sacrifice that he would not offer on the altar of Jewish redemp- 
tion, salvation and rejuvenation, Zion turning his goal and Pal- 
estine his very soul, firmly believing in Israel’s destiny in the 
land of his fathers, the carping critics and scoffing scorners to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Now the Zionist leaders are certainly tactless and absurd 
for their disregard and disrespect of Max Nordau, the oldest and 
staunchest Zionist, whose appearance at Zionist Congresses, ever 
since the launching of the great movement by Dr. Theodore 
Herzl, spelt enthusiasm, honor, co-operation and success. A 
gang of self-styled chieftains, who broke into the rank and file of 
the Zionist Organization, dares to abuse the veteran soldier, 
reduce his dignity and dub him scribbler, foggy and similar epi- 
thets of slur and disgrace, forgetting or never knowing that the 
civilized world, irrespective of race, creed or color, admires the 
man and appreciates his achievements. Let the Zionists search 
and inquire, whether they will find another Jew, within or with- 
out the Zionist environments, armed and equipped with the 
armored panoply of Dr. Nordau? For a quarter of a century, 
Max Nordau spoke, wrote and almost breathed Zionism, con- 
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tinually, always being the right hand of immortal Herzl, sparing 
no means and saving no media for the improvement of the 
movement and the betterment of Zion, investing additional mat- 
ter and instituting augmentary material for the permanency of 
Palestine and the stability of its regeneration. And after the 
demise of Herzl, Nordau is always on deck and his experience, 
strategy, intellect, popularity and reputation are certainly forces 
for inspiration and sources of aspiration, beckoning to youth and 
maiden to fall in line and follow suit. And at this psycho- 
logical moment, there come new kings who do not know Joseph 
and have no sympathy for Nordau, leaving him lonely and for- 
lorn, without the Zionstic camp and the Palestinian quarters! 

Louis D. Brandeis is the man who could have chosen Nor- 
dau as one of the members of the Smaller Actions Committee, 
had there been elections formed by votes, which would have 
given Nordau a tremendous majority, because of his name and 
fame having become the watchword and motto of all Zionists. 
Justice Brandeis, however, broke the record, discrediting Zion- 
istic traditions, abolishing ancient customs, introducing innova- 
trons and ordering the selecting of leaders instead of having them 
elected by proper votes. The irony of the fate, Brandeis, the 
great American jurist, failed to execute justice in the case of a 
universal student, Dr. Max Nordau! 

Nordau was made honorary President of the Congress, yet 
he never occupied his seat on the rostrum, modestly preferring 
to sit with his fellow Zionists, in the centre of the auditorium. 
Neither was his voice heard among the speakers, but on very 
rare occasions, avenging his adversaries, when painfully pricked 
with a similar sting or an identical sarcasm. Studying the faces 
and observing their expressions, Nordau would turn neutral at 
times, failing to attend the following meeting altogether, the 
disappointment, however, turning intensified and the despond- 
ency painful, nevertheless. At the conclusive session, during his 
absence, Nordau’s name was included in the list of the Greater 
Actions Committee, which honor, however, he declined to accept. 
Eighty-eight being the number chosen, eighty-seven, Nordau 
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maintains, would suffice, breaking away from the Organization 
and severing connections with official Zionism. But he is in 
league with the movement and Zion is Nordau’s mission, first 
and foremost! 


LXXI. 
MINCHAH G’DOLAH AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL 


(Published in the Hebrew Standard of New York, 
March 26th, 1915) 


BSENTING himself from the metropolis for quite a while, 
your correspondent chanced to walk along Fifth Avenue 
on day, some few weeks ago, and passing the corner of Forty- 
third Street, where Temple Emanu-E] is located, he was startled 
to behold a massive sign with the inscription of “Welcome” on its 
white surface. Mechanically, your humble servant went into the 
synagogue and was somewhat astonished and amazed at the 
same time to see a goodly number of worshippers, men and 
women, prayer books in hand, solemnly and decorously chanting 
the liturgy and responding to the ministerial recitations. The 
sexton, having noticed both, the clerical garb and intense surprise 
of the visitor, pointed to a seat in the first row, where Rabbi Dr. 
Joel Blau was comfortably ensconced. Settled in the assigned 
pew, the writer of these lines was delighted and pleased to ob- 
serve the devotional women and meditating men, following deep- 
ly and sincerely the officiating minister, Rabbi Dr. Joseph Silver- 
man, with bowed faces and eyes bent on the books before them, 
omitting no word and losing no syllable, the prayer, indeed, prov- 
ing effective and psychological, forceful for themselves and 
worthy of emulation for others. 
The writer has witnessed and participated in three other 
kinds of Minchas of all shades and tendencies, and frankly admits 
that a Minchah of this Silverman type reminds one, indeed, o1 
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the Minchah G’Dolah of Jerusalem, Palestine, bg Lithuania, 
and Lemberg, Galicia. 

Dr. Moses J. Gries, Rabbi of Tiphereth Israel Temple, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, visits his place of worship daily, in the afternoon, 
where a considerable gathering awaits him, but then, this is but a 
social assemblage, a meeting without any prayer or meditation. 
The Miriam Barnert Synagogue, at Paterson, N. J., conducts 
daily as well as Sabbatic prayers, but then the worshippers are 
paid by the charitable and philanthropic Mr. Nathan Barnert, for 
forming the Minyan and filling the quorum. The orthodox 
synagogues throughout the land are full of worshippers, time and 
again, morning and evening, but then, the participants are but 
foreigners of the male sex, while women and the native born fail 
to participate or fall in line, for lack of the knowledge of Hebrew 
and want of comprehension of the medium of the prayers that 
the synagogue, prayer book and rabbi flourish of, abundantly. 
Temple Emanu-El, located in the immediate neighborhood of the 
Grand Central Depot, the very midst of New York’s prosaic gain 
and the metropolitan materialistic benefits, Temple Emanu-El suc- 
ceeds, nevertheless, to check financial spell, impede with worldly 
affairs and baffle earthly riches, proving the establishment of the 
celestial government, the greatness of the Heavenly Power and 
the supremacy of the spiritual force over the physical inclina- 
tions. “Out of Zion shall go forth the Law and the Word of 
the Lord out of Jerusalem (Isaiah ii, 3; Micah iv, 2)”. This 
doubled prophecy certainly came to pass, Temple Emanu-El 
being, indeed, responsible for it. Zion may certainly assume a 
wider scope and an extensive goal, so as to be identified with 
Temple. The English “sign” might have been fathered by the 
Hebraic “Zion” (Ezekiel xxxix, 15), and the Temple is a sign 
and a token for one and all to see God and behold Jehovah. 
And, as for Jerusalem, Rabbi Johanan maintains, there are two 
of them, a terrestrial Jerusalem and a celestial one (Baba Bathra 
f. 75, b), the Temple, Synagogue, Tabernacle | and Shrine assum- 
ing the latter, as a matter of common course™ And Dr. Silver- 
man, having inaugurated this form of services, this daily prayer, 
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this Mincha G’Dolah, may be hailed with pious joy and religious 
gladness by spiritual guides and ecclesiastical guardians, reform, 
conservative and orthodox, there being many ways leading to 
Jerusalem, and an English meditation may be acceptable to God 
Almighty a8 well as the Hebrew and Aramaic. 


Leading, as Temple Emanu-El does, the synagogal life and 
existence of the land, may the return of Dr. Joseph Silverman to 
ancient, traditional, historic and truistic Judaism serve as a 
model for copy and example for emulation by smaller Congre- 
gations, younger Rabbis and inferior Tabernacles, bringing about 
the rejuvenation and regeneration of Judaism among the clergy 
and the laity, the classes and the masses, the humble and the 
wealthy, ad majorem Dei gloriam! 


Dr. Joseph Silverman is Rabbi Emeritus now of Temple 
Emanu-E], and the latter’s religious leaders are Rabbi Dr. Nathan 
Krass and Rabbi Dr. Hyman G. Enelow; while Rev. Simon 
Schlager is the Hazgzan, who continues the conducting of the 
Minchah G’Dolah, with occasional sermons by Rabbis Enelow 
and Krass. Mr. Louis Marshall, President of the American 
Jewish Committee, member of the legal profession, social worker 
and noted philanthropist, is the President of Temple Emanu-El, 
marshalling its forces to the delight of all concerned and satis- 
faction of all interested. 


19,48 F 


MORDECAI ADELMAN, NOTED JOURNALIST, 
PASSES AWAY 


N EXILE, away from home, at Berlin, the German metrop- 
olis, there died some few weeks ago, Mordecai Adelman, the 
noted journalist, prolific writer, profound scholar, critical ob- 
server, Hebrew pundit and staunch Zionist. None of the local 
intellectuals, native or foreign, attended the funeral, neither had 
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the press, Hebrew and German, devoted any of its columns to 
obituary notes or necrological comments of the demised savant. 
The reason is obvious and the cause ostensible, the gulf is wide 
between the older elements and the younger generation, the 
views of the former would never correspond with the prospects 
of the latter, and the bridges for the connection and combination 
of the Hebrew tongue with the Occidental languages are still 
embryonic, in the process of making, at a slow progress, in the 
Diaspora especially. And although Adelman wielded a fecundary 
pen in German, having contributed to various magazines and 
journals of Berlin and the provinces, in the eighties and nineties 
of the last century, his name and fame, apparently, never became 
known to modern worthies and contemporaneous wiseacres, 
tabooing as the latter would, the Zionist dreamers, the Hebrew 
sages and the aged survivals. Again, his eccentricities and singu- 
larities were responsible for Adelman’s failures and shortcom- 
ings, creating suspicion and forming doubts within the hearts 
and minds of his erstwhile admirers and former friends, as to 
his sincerity and truthfulness. 

Born, reared and raised in the Russian Ghetto, amidst pov- 
erty, oppression and persecution, young Adelman, like thousand 
others, adapted himself to the surrounding conditions and neigh- 
borly environments. Missing his breakfast, one day, and his 
supper, the next, he neither cared nor worried, satisfying his 
hunger with a few quibbles brought about in justification of an 
obscure Talmudic passage and quenching his thirst by the appli- 
cation of a queer expression in one of the Responsa of the Noda 
Bejehuda to an incomprehensive statement of the marginal Rashi. 
Naturally, growing older and acquiring secular knowledge and 
universal studies, in addition to his Talmudic wisdom and rab- 
binic sagacity, Adelman endeavored to unite and combine oppos- 
ing forces and contradicting objects, lacking, however, the 
instrumental means and potential methods, leading towards rec- 
onciliation and compromise. 

In a state of chaos and confusion, wayering between Scilla 
and Charibyds and hesitating as to his prospects in the future, 
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Mordecai Adelman departs from Russia, bound for Central and 
Western Europe, in quest of pastures new. He halts at Vienna, 
the Austrian capital, where he forms the friendship of Peter 
Smolensky, editor of the Hebrew monthly Hashahar, and be- 
comes a contributor to the latter’s literary department. He was 
given charge of book reviewing, in which capacity he would lash 
the poor authors ruthlessly, attacking their ideas with the severest 
criticism and amusing his readers at the book-men’s expense. 
But then he overstepped the lines of common decency, censuring 
his very host Smolensky, because of the latter’s iconoclasm, 
breaking the ideals and idols of Mendelson and his assimilative 
theories, and introducing Zionism instead. 

Quitting both, Smolensky’s Hashahar and the Austrian 
metropolis, Adelman goes to Paris, France, meets the local Jew- 
ish pundit, Baer Goldberg, and other scholars, namely Schneyer 
Saks, the famous Parisian writer, Eliazar ben Judah, now in 
Jerusalem, author of the Hebrew Lexicon, and George Selikowitz, 
now in New York, the associate editor of the Jewish Daily News, 
and ventures the publication of a scientific periodical, together 
with Goldberg, under the name of Hayei Olam. This proving a 
failure, classic Hebrew being unable to withstand modern French, 
Adelman takes the alternative, goes to Berlin, Germany, and 
writes a book in German, named Briefe von Persien. In Berlin, 
where the Mendelsonian theory of assimilation was still hovering 
in those days, Adelman turned the very opponent, admitting his 
error of his former days, during his sojourn in Vienna, when he 
preferred Mendelson to Smolensky, turned a full-fledged Zionist 
and, to make atonement for his past transgressions, went to Pal- 
estine to settle there permanently and stay for the rest of his 
life. His temporary abode in Germany taught him a lesson in 
patriotism. As a man of no country, he turned eastward, to 
Palestine, the home of his sires, applying the Teutonic shibboleth 
of Deutschland ueber Alles to Eretz Israel, making Palestine his 
fatherland, Zionism his ambition and the Hebrew tongue the 
instrument for transmission and transaction of all manners and 
matters. Coming to Jerusalem, Adelman met there, once again, 
Eliazar ben Judah, whose acquaintance he formed at Paris, some 
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years previous. Having both dreamt the same dream of the 
revival of Hebrew as the Jewish tongue, in Palestine in par- 
ticular, and contemplating the issuance of a daily paper in the 
classic language of the Scriptures, they found out that Dr. Judah 
Leon Cantor preceded them in publishing the Hebrew Hayom 
(Day) at St. Petersburg, the capital of the Russian empire. 
There is, indeed, a considerable distance between Jerusalem and 
St. Petersburg; the reading public, however, constitute but the 
very same classes and masses, the Jews of Palestine, up to the 
recent cataclysm, known under the euphonic veneering of the 
World War, living and existing by the mercy and grace of their - 
Russian co-religionists, comprising as the latter did more than a 
half of the race. 

The Russian venture of a daily Hebrew paper proving a 
fiasco, because of contemporaneous competition, the Hebrew 
weekly Hazephirah following suit and becoming, likewise, a 
daily messenger, with fairer chances for better returns, on ac- 
count of its location and position in the city of Warsaw, the 
Polish metropolis, the Jews of which superseding in numbers 
their kinsmen of St. Petersburg a hundred fold, the Jerusalemic 
adventure appeared on the surface and by joined forces and 
combined efforts of Adelman and Ben Judah the Hazebi loomed 
up to the fore. 

So much for Adelman’s journalistic, literary and publishing 
activities. But he also benefited his people in cultural, fraternal 
and social quarters, having instituted at Jerusalem a sectional 
lodge of the American Order B’nai B'rith, established the 
L’mann Zion, a branch of the Orthodox German-Jewish Society 
by that name, and many other clubs and circles. 

The irony of fate, never wishing to live in Berlin, Adelman 
died there, just the same. How wonderful are the works of 
the Lord! May Adelman’s soul rest in peace! 
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LXXIII. 
MOSES HESS 


EINRICH HEINE made an unfortunate remark that Juda- 

ism was a misfortune. He certainly regretted having 
rendered such a statement, his pennings and writings bristling 
and flavoring with love and devotion of Jews and Judaism, all 
the time, his conversion to the dominating faith notwithstanding. 
That shibboleth, however, of Judaism being a misfortune has 
been adopted, time and again, by other compatriots and co-reli- 
gionists of Heine, only to resent it at a given chance and the first 
opportunity. 

Born in an insignificant German town, in the household of 
poor Jewish i inn-keepers, Moses Hess received neither Jewish nor 
secular education, helping his father in his monotenous work and 
continuous labor to serve the peasants, time and again, with 
drinks, refreshments, food and lodging. Of a loftier quality, 
better material and born gifts, young Moses could never satisfy 
himself with the ordinary work and common labor of an inn- 
keeper’s assistant or a caterer’s apprentice. With the parental 
permission, he left home at a comparatively young age, went to 
a neighboring Jewish centre, visited the Rabbi and was admitted 
to the local academy for the study of religion, Bible and Talmud, 
being cared for at the same time by Jewish generosity and 
Israelitic kindness. 

Having spent there several years, Moses Hess left the insti- 
tution, the Rabbi and his benevolential friends, looking for pas- 
tures new and other attractions. He relinquished his Hebrew 
learnings, threw himself with heart and soul upon secular educa- 
tion, devouring almost every German book he chanced to lay 
hold on. He matriculated at the university, graduated with 
honors and became a candidate for the advanced positions and 
modern professions. His religion, however, barred him from 
getting one, because of which he repeated the notorious remark 
of Heinrich Heine of Judaism being a misfortune. He, how- 
ever, never followed Heine’s example, though he married out 
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of the fold and became an adherent to Carl Marx’s socialistic 
notions. 

There was nothing of interest in the life and environments 
of Hess for some time. But suddenly, lo and behold! there 
appears a book by the euphonic name of “Rome and Jerusalem,” 
over the signature of Moses Hess! The book is a strong plea 
for the return of all the Jews from their respective places of 
exile to the land of their fathers, the land of the judges, prophets 
and sages, the land of David, Solomon and Isaiah, the land of 
milk and honey, the land of Palestine! 

The impressions created all over the civilized world were 
sensational, indeed. Written in German, it gained access in all 
places of light and learning. He.boldly and uncompromisingly 
stated that the Russian, Galician and Roumanian Jews are the 
nuclei for a future Judaism, whereas the German, the French 
and the English Israelites are objects for fusion and confusion. 
Herzl, Nordau, Zangwill and other converts to Zionism are 
indeed indebted to Hess, who was the pioneer Zionist, paving the 
way for them to walk safe and sound towards the goal and des- 
tiny of the Jews, their brethren and kinsmen. 

Scholars of the Hebrew tongue will recollect that in the 
literary war waged between Abraham Gottlober of the Haboker- 
Or, a Hebrew monthly published in Warsaw, Poland, and Peter 
Smolensky of the Hashahar, another monthly published in 
Vienna, Austria, the book of Hess played a conspicuous part, 
Gottlober accused Smolensky of plagiarism and maintained 
that the Viennese’s Am-Olam was but a reproduction from 
Hess’ “Rome and Jerusalem.” Be that as it may, whether Smo- 
lensky, Herzl, Nordau and Zangwill owe their respective Zion- 
isms to Hess or not, the latter deserves mention in modern 
literature, and the Post-Telegram, giving space your humble 
servant, every now and then, for reflections, lucubrations and 
research, will certainly submit a tribute to the memory of the 
once-strayed but afterwards returned Moses Hess, who may 
indeed make a good copy and excellent example for other lost 
sheep and wandering Jews. 
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MOSES LEIB LILIENBLUM, DISTINGUISHED 
SCHOLAR, PASSES AWAY 


OSES LEIB LILIENBLUM, Talmudist, publicist, 

Hebraist,: essayist, Zionist and linguist, is no more, and 
the world, in general, and the Jews in particular, are the poorer 
for having lost such a precious gem. 

Cabled dispatches from Odessa, Russia, announce the sudden 
death of M. L. Lilienblum on Sunday, February the 13th, 1910, 
at the age of 67 years. Though affected with cancer, the ravages 
of which would not yield to modern medical therapeutics, it was 
thought that Lilienblumm’s malady would take its general slow 
course, sparing the victim for some months. It increases, there- 
fore, the sorrow and regret of the world of letters to behold the 
tidings of the early departure of the sagacious scholar, whose 
voidance can hardly be filled. 

M. L. Lilienblum was born at the town of Keidani, Lithu- 
ania, in the year of 1843. His rare abilities, gifted talent and 
marvelous genius became apparent at an early age, and during his 
Bar Mitzvah, on his thirteenth birthday, he was pronounced the 
town’s prodigy. His knowledge and wisdom became concen- 
trated on Hebrew Scriptures, Talmud, Codices and Responsa. 
Though autodidactically, he soon, however, gained efficient pro- 
ficiency in Neo-Hebraic, Russian, German and other European 
tongues, for which he has been dubbed heretic by his jealous 
friends and envious townsmen. 

He left his native place and settled in Vilcomir, a city noted 
for housing Rabbinical students and future leaders in Israel, 
sending from there contributions to the Hamelitz of St. Peters- 
burg, Hacarmel of Wilno, Hashahar of Vienna and other Hebrew 
periodicals, having written in both, prose and poetry. He married 
into one of the prominent families of the city of his adoption and 
settled for a time to private life. M. L. Lilienblum’s wander- 
ing spirit and advanced intellect could not have been confined 
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within narrow limits of provincial surroundings. He, conse- 
quently, left for Odessa, the Russian Mecca in those days. 

For a time, Lilienblum considered the studies of the profes- 
sions, medical, legal or a similar one, which notions, however, 
he had to abandon, being, there and then, taxed with his family, 
whose wants and needs claimed continual care and constant de- 
votion, leaving nothing for schooling and study. Instead of a 
pupil he turned teacher, turtoring for a livelihood. 

In the beginning of the eighties of the past century, when 
the Russian government inaugurated its nefarious system of 
Jewish massacres and the Jews, in return, introduced the Zion- 
istic movement, Lilienblum became the staunchest exponent of 
the novel introduction, advocating this policy of a Messianic 
panacea in the Russian, Hebrew and Yiddish magazines, deviating 
thus somewhat from his former ideas and previous notions. Like 
other Russian intellectuals of the Mosaic persuasion, Lilienblum, 
in his younger days and rural atmosphere, dreamed of emanci- 
,pation, recognition, consideration, identification, equalization, 
absorption, fusion, assimilation and other euphonic phrases of 
this particular brand. The reawakening, however, came; the 
Tartar displayed his feathers and the people, who have not knelt 
to the Ball and whose mouths have never kissed it, returned to 
their tents with excuses and apologies. The Davidic admonition 
of “If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its 
cunning” (Psalms cxxxvii, 5), became Lilienblum’s password. 

M. L. Lilenblum has written numerous books and pamph- 
lets, one of which, K’hail R’faim, deserves special merit for its 
poetic style and pungent criticism. 

His Hatoth Neurim is somewhat iconoclastic and. irreli- 
gious, and the author, M. L. Lilienblum, acted wisely in having 
it appear under the disguise of the pseudonym of Zelophod ben 
Hushim. It is a creature of his former times, a pre-Zionistic 
production, a passage of which has been quoted for the Post- 
Telegram, in one of your correspondent’s homilies, some four 
years ago. 


May his soul rest in peaceful tranquility ! 


The Multiplicity of Synagogues 205 


LXXV. 
THE MULTIPLICITY OF SYNAGOGUES 


66 ND the children of Reuben, the children of Gad and 

the half tribe of Manasseh came unto the districts of 
the Jordan, that are in the land of Canaan, and built there an 
altar by the Jordan, a great altar for show. And the children 
of Israel heard saying, behold, the children of Reuben and the 
children of Gad and the half tribe of Menasseh have built an 
altar in the front of the land of Canaan, in the districts of the 
Jordan, at the side approaching the land of the children of Israel. 
And the children of Israel having listened to this, the whole con- 
gregation of Israel assembled themselves together at Shiloh, to 
go up against them to war” (Joshua xxu, 10-12). 


Luckily, the British-Jewish Legion demobilized, the objec- 
tions and the protestations of Wladimir Jabotinsky notwith- 
standing. Had that Legion still been in existence and its forces 
operating, why, they would have certainly come to America, 
landed at Ellis Island and waged war against both, New York 
and Brooklyn Jewries, for having built innumerable Synagogues 
and numerous Temples, multiplying this wise unnecessarily the 
import and significance of the Jerusalimic Synagogue on the 
Ruines of Rabbi Jehudah the Pious. 


Your correspondent is not making an effort to amuse the 
readers of this journal at the expense of Biblical history and 
the detriment of Zionism, he merely wishes to draw a parallel 
between conditions of old and modern situations. Having 
ordered his people to visit the Temple in Jerusalem thrice yearly, 
on the three notable Festivals of Passover, Pentecost and Taber- 
nacles, Moses manifested plainly the need and necessity of one 
place of assembly for congregational worship and religious study. 
Joshua, the faithful servant of Moses, following the teachings 
of his instructor and introducing the Tabernacle in Shiloh, as a 
temporary Sanctuary before the edification of the Jerusalemic 
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Temple, would not stand any multiplicity, although Shiloh making 
a part of the posessions of Ephraim, members of his tribe, Joshua 
should have, rather, exercised leniency, never imposing his place . 
of assembly upon people across the water. Accepting the leader’s 
statements for their face value or doubting Joshua’s sincerity, 
the Transjordanian people advanced sufficient reasons in justifi- 
cation of the building of an additional altar in their own territory. 

This innovation of the children of Reuben and their allies 
and its sanction by Joshua turned disastrous in the long run and 
proved fatal in the course of time. “For Israel forgot his Maker 
and built Temples” (Hosea viii, 14). “For equal to the number 
of thy cities were thy god’s-Temples” (Jeremiah ii, 28). Rabbi 
Hama, the son of Hanina, and Rabbi Hoseya the Great were 
visiting the Synagogues of Lud, in the course of which Rabbi 
Hama remarked, that the parents are to be praised highly for 
their financial sacrifices that they have invested in the edification 
of the Temples. The other rabbi, however, turned pensive and 
said, that the parents turned famous at the expense of the chil- 
dren, robbing the latter of their instruction of the Law and the 
teaching of religion” (Jerushalmi Shekels v, 34). 

American Jews both, Orthodox and Reform, having dis- 
carded the festivities and sanctities of the Passover, Pentecost 
and Tabernacles, and changed the Mosaic pilgrimages to the 
Temple in Jerusalem into visits to the local Temples and Syna- 
gogues on the only Days of New Years and Atonement, why, 
they certainly deserve the intended war of Joshua, the rebukes 
of the prophets and the censure of the Rabbi! The Law of 
Moses would not have Israel’s finances spent in vain (Rosh 
Hashanah f. 27, a) because of which one Temple in Jerusalem 
would suffice for the religious outpourings that issue but three 
times in the year. Moses ordered instead the continual provision 
of the stranger, Levite, orphan and widow. The millions of 
dollars spent in American cities, New York especially, for Tem- 
ples and Synagogues just to accommodate the worshippers but 
two or three times in the year should have ‘been, rather, given 
to the Keren Hayesod, Palestine National Fund, Palestine De- 
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velopment League, Mizrachi and similar Zionistic agencies, 
which would certainly respond to the Mosaic provision for the 
Levite, stranger, orphan and widow. The bulk of the Jews, 
East-European in particular, constitute the entire quarter, mak- 
ing, undoubtedly, the Levite, whose mission is, indeed, Jewish 
knowledge and religious studies; the orphan, for the Jew in the 
Diaspora is nothing but an orphan, ancestral lineage and parental 
pedigree being doubtful both, by friend and foe alike, fostering 
upon them the Khazars as their progenitors and the Tartars as 
their parents. The widow is, likewise, a suitable epithet for the 
Wandering Jew, bereaved of former glories and erstwhile pos- 
sessions. There are multitudes of customs, regulations and in- 
stitutions to demonstrate the truth and truism of this assertion, 
out of which for lack of space and shortgae of resources one 
will reproduce but two instances. The colonial leaders, having 
freed America from the British bondage established 13 original 
states as the nuclei for the great and glorious country of ours, 
the superstitious dread of unlucky 13 notwithstanding. This 
was done in lieu of a Talmudic prediction of the land of Israel 
being divided in the future into 13 portions (Baba Bathra f. 
122, a). Similarly, the Civil War waged between North and 
South, was the result of studying Jewish history, demonstrating 
the reason and the cause of Israel’s down-fall, the partition of 
the nation into 2 insignificant fractions, forgetting the wise ad- 
vice of “united they stand, divided they fall.” 

And as for the stranger, there is no people in the world 
feeling as lonely, forsaken and unwelcome as the Jewish people 
both, in darkest Europe and enlightened America, the former 
torturing, maiming and banishing them, while America simply 
locked the doors against his admission, in spite of the fact authen- 
tically established that Jewish money, Jewish brains and finally 
Columbus the Jew discovered America. 

There is, indeed, a reason for the multiplicity of Syna- 
gogues, namely Lomoh Yomru Hagoyim, what will the Christian 
neighbors think of Synagogue-less Jews? But then, this is only 
a local excuse, whereas the very same Lomah Yomru Hagoyim 
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assumes a wider scope and an international argument. It will 
be asked in Geneva, at the League of Nations, all of whom had 
subscribed to the Balfour Declaration: What have the rich Jews 
done for Palestine? 


LXXVI: 
NAHUM SOKOLOFF ON THEODORE HERZL 


ERR NAHUM SOKOLOFF, editor of the Hebrew Hat- 

zephirah in Warsaw, Poland, has been recently on a visit 
to the English metropolis of London. He chanced to be present 
at a gathering in commemoration of Dr. Theodore Herzl, the 
founder of the Zionistic movement. There were several speakers 
on the platform, conspicuous among them being Dr. Hirsch of 
the Jew’s College and Rev. Feldman of the ecclesiastical body, 
who endeavored to display their, oratorical abilities and advertise 
themselves at the expense of the immortal Herzl. 

Sokoloff ascended the rostrum and delivered a eulogy, the 
like of which was never heard in London for a long while 
previous. He spoke in Hebrew, relating, among others, of his 
experiences in Vienna, during the life of Herzl. He said, he 
met Herzl mourning the untimely death of his young friend, 
Dr. Rich, which was caused by hard pressure and overtaxing 
work. Sokoloff was asked to write the epitaph in Hebrew which 
he certainly did. He met the leader again, after the demise 
of Dr. Herman Shapiro of Heidelberg and Rabbi Dr. Isaac Ruilf 
of Memmel. Dr. Herzl neither wept nor mourned, he took the 
deplorable tidings stoically, adding, that when he would be no 
more among the living, his name should merely precede the 
proceedings, without any lamentations or dirges. 

Herzl is dead, continued Sokoloff, memorials and com- 
memorations would never restore the dead nor accomplish any 
tangible work. Each and every one of ts must needs be a 
Herzl, following his ways and adopting his courses. Dr. Herzl 
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was, indeed, the light which became obscured all of a sudden, 
the rays, the beams, hues and colors may continue all the same, 
even without the leading light, majestic splendor and the charm- 
ing personality of the national leader. He hoped, trusted, mused 
and was faithful; all may do the same, displaying his hope, trust, 
musings and aspirations. 

Commemorations are superfluous, memorials are unneces- 
sary, for Herzl never died. Scriptural verses and Talmudic pas- 
sages will never restore the national glory and the universal 
splendor, followers of and adherents to Zionism must need _per- 
sonify and typify Herzl’s ideals, longings, strivings and pros- 
pects. Critics and investigators invest the Biblical personages 
and Scriptural worthies in fabulous allegories and metaphoric 
parables. Herzl, likewise, the speaker vehemently continued, 
was but a legend, a symbol, an emblematic vision, a marvelous 
phenomenon, descending, advancing and appearing in this world 
by divine forces and angelic efforts to humanity’s uplift and man- 
kind’s progress. 

There arose a Dreyfus case in France, an officer of the 
army, a Jew by birth, was accused of high treason and con- 
demned to exile for life at the Devil’s Island. Theodore Herzl, 
an Austrian playwright and feuilletonist, was sent to the scene 
of activities to study local conditions, observe the surroundings, 
investigate the causes and make a full and detailed report for 
the Neue Freie Presse, a leading journal in Vienna, the Austrian 
metropolis. Depicting facts for his paper, Dr. Herzl awoke to 
find interesting items and instructive tidings for himself. The 
vicissitudes and hardships of Dreyfus, the Jew, reminded Herzl 
of his own connection with that race and faith, whose past he 
forgot and whose future he never took the trouble to ponder 
and peruse. Dreyfus’ indictment reproduced before Herzl the 
legendary Ahasuerus, the Wandering Jew, the perpetual scape- 
goat, who reappears, time and again, in various guises and sun- 
dry disguises, amidst Bartholomean Nights, Crusades and Blood 
Accusations, during sounds and shoutings of Hep, Hep and in 
the courses of native strikes and domestic dissatisfaction. 
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He turned a full-fledged Jew, Theodore Herzl did, at the 
very proceedings of the Dreyfus affair. Taking to study and 
repetition of Jewish history in the past, Dr. Herzl began to muse 
on his nation’s future, wrote the Alt Neu Land and called for 
the first Zionist Congress, at Basle, Switzerland. He fell a 
martyr to his ideas and notions, his disciples, however, may 
pursue the custom in vogue with the Hassidim, a pious sect of 
the world’s Jewries; who in the very process of commemorating 
their dear departed members, rejoice over the soul’s elevation 
and salvation. 


LXXVII. 
NAHUM SOKOLOFF’S TRIP TO POLAND 


AHUM SOKOLOFF, next in rank to Dr. Chaim Weitz- 
man in the Zionist Organization of the World, took 
a trip to Poland, in the interests of Palestine and for the cause 
of the Jewish Homeland. Born, reared and educated in the 
former country, where he lived the greater part of his life, be- 
coming one of the best, if not the best of Poland’s Jews, achiev- 
ing fame and distinction as a linguist, journalist and author, edit- 
ing and publishing the Hebrew newspaper Hatzephirah, for two- 
score of years, Nahum Sokoloff had to quite his native country, 
some 15 years ago, for disregarding some of the severe govern- 
mental strictures concerning published remarks and printed state- 
ments, Czaristic Russia controlling the destinies of Poland, in 
those days, preventing free speech, writing and expression, and 
inflicting heavy punishment on offenders and transgressors. 
Taking up his residence in the metropolis of London, Eng- 
land, Mr. Sokoloff was a continuous traveler most of the time, 
visiting the European capitals of Rome, Paris, Berlin and 
Vienna, in the interests of the Jews and for Zionistic propaganda. 
Mastering all the modern languages and speaking them fluently, 
Nahum Sokoloff turned the Jewish Ambassador and like his 
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people, the Wandering Jews, he journeys from one country to 
the other and from one continent to the other, seeing the English 
Prime-Minister at one time, the Pope at the Vatican at another 
time; interviewing the French President of the Republic next, 
stopping finally at Berlin, Germany, for a course of addresses. 
Neither would he regard aquatic divisions and oceanic depths, 
having come to America, on several occasions. 

It is an open secret that the 93rd paragraph of the Treaty 
of Peace, signed at Versailles, pertaining to Minority Rights in 
all the newly-formed European States and Statelets, is the result 
of Sokoloff’s agitation and intercession. | Woodrow Wilson, 
President of the United States of America, and Louis Marshall, 
the President of the American Jewish Committee, coming in but 
at the eleventh hour, in favor of this preamble, and merely giving 
it the finishing touches. | 

Similarly, the recognition of the British Mandate of Pales- 
tine by the Allied Powers of Europe and America is again the 
work and labor of the Jewish statesman and diplomat, Nahum 
Sokoloff. 

Co-religionists and kinsmen, in general, and fellow-Zionists, 
in particular, rendered tributary homage and extended courteous 
hospitality to their peripathetic leader and traveling minister, the 
enthusiasm running high and the appreciation reigning supreme, 
in Warsaw especially. Friends and foes, Jews and Gentiles, 
Zionists and assimilationists united in following Sokoloff, wher- 
ever he went, listened to his speeches, participated in his dis- 
cussions, met him at railroad stations, kept company with him 
and escorted him for miles, on his way from the capital to 
provincial cities and rural districts. 

The Polish press, the exponents and promoters of which 
are far from being friendly to Jews and their causes, proved 
exceptional in this particular instance, opening the columns and 
pages widely and extensively to descriptions of Sokoloff and 
reflections on his doings and activities for his people and their 
newly created Homeland. Following closely this singular change 
of tactics, came the invitations and audiences granted Sokoloff by 
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the Ministers of the Interior and Exterior, the conversations and 
interviews lasting for hours. 

And Sokoloff certainly deserved all hese appreciations and 
considerations, working continually for his people and ramifying 
his labor and toil both, within and without, being responsible for 
the generous treatment of many nations and denominations, and 
turning, likewise, instrumental in loosening the pocket-strings of 
brethren and co-religionists for the National Fund, Keren Haye- 
sod and similar institutions. 


LXXVIII. 


NAPHTALI HERZ IMBER, AUTHOR OF HATIKWAH, 
PASSES AWAY 


APHTALI HERZ IMBER, poet, writer, scholar and 

Zionist, is no more! He died on Friday, October the 8th. 
Simhath Torah, in the Jewish lunar calendar, at the age of 53, 
at Mount Moriah Hospital, at the metropolis of New York. 

Born in Galicia, in the city of Zlotchuve, of Orthodox 
parents, Imber was destined for the rabbinate or ministry, the 
aim and goal of Jewish people, in days of old and times of 
yore. Young Imber, however, baffled all expectations and 
thwarted all anticipations, as up to his seventh year, he could 
neither speak nor hear, proving to be deaf and dumb. He made 
up his losses, nevertheless, at his eighth year, when he regained 
his missing links and superseded in one year all his school- 
mates both, in his secular lessons and Jewish instruction. 

Having natural inclinations for languages and innate de- 
sires for peotry, Imber learned the German, Polish, French, 
English, Latin, Hebrew and Oriental languages, studying dili- 
gently their respective literatures and at the tender age of ten, 
only two years after his articulative and perceiving faculties 
developed properly, Imber had published»a song in one of the 
local newspapers, referring to the Austro-Prussian war, then in 
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process of perpetration. Later, before ever passing his teens, 
N. H. Imber has written a book on the event of the annexation 
of Buckovina to Austria, which he had dedicated to the Emperor 
of the dual Monarchy, being in turn compensated by a sub- 
stantial sum of money by the very Sovereign. 

After the death of his father, Imber went to Brody, to place 
his younger brother in the local Orphan Asylum. There he 
formed the acquaintance of the renown scholars, Abraham 
Krochmal, Jeremiah Mussen and Hershil Shur, the latter being 
the editor of the Hebrew magazine Haholutz, where Imber’s 
lucubrations would appear in print, occasionally. From Brody 
he went to Lemberg, the citadel of Jewish learning, study and 
scholarship, since time immemorial. Local intellectuals received 
Imber courteously and cordially, extending him warm friend- 
ship and deep appreciation. Imber, however, would not stay in 
Lemberg very long, undertaking instead a tour through the cities 
and villages of Hungary, so as to study various conditions and 
get glimpses of the environments of his co-religionists, material 
for the scribe’s pen and matter for the poet’s muse. His travels 
and wanderings continued far and wide, comprising neighboring 
countries and adjacent territories. Roumania turning part of 
his geographic zone, he settled for some time in one of its minor 
bulwarks, merely to rest and recreate, for renewed strength and 
increased travels. There and then, he wrote his Hatikwah, which 
became the Zionistic paean and the national hymn, all throughout 
the civilized world, where Jews are settled. 

Somewhat of a nomadic bent and a moving spirit, Imber 
left Roumania, much sooner than expected, taking his wandering 
stick, once again. He visited Constantinople, whence he went 
to London, stopping in the latter place for some time. Mastering 
the Polish, his native tongue, to a wonderful degree, he mingled 
freely with the Poles in London, falling in love with a female 
species of that brand. Having married the Polish girl, Imber 
soon found out his bitter disappointment, as all the mixed mar- 
riages prove to be, the ideals of the one never harmonizing with 
the notions and aspirations of the other, even at the discount 
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of any religion and the disregard of either creed or dogma, 
Moses or Jesus, Jerusalem or Rome, Pope and High Priest could 
have easily been dispensed with on either side, the authority of 
one and the power of the other would never influence domestic 
conditions or interfere with personal inclinations. There were, 
however, racial differences and national distinctions that caused 
the clash and brought about the friction. She was an ardent 
Pole, longing for a rejuvenated Poland, with all the former glory, 
dominion and expansion restored to the erstwhile masters, the 
Polish provinces thievishly held and brutishly subjugated by 
Russia, Germany and Austria returned with indemnity to a com- 
bined and united Kingdom of Poland; while Imber dreamt of a 
regeneration of Palestine, speedily and in his days, the Hobebei 
Zion having, indeed, appeared on the Jewish surface, at that 
particular time. The distance between Poland and Palestine 
being considerable, indeed, and the disagreement between hus- 
band and wife proving equally extensive, resulted in a separation, 
though never having divorced themselves from each other. 
Imber resumed his travels, once again, and became acquaint- 
ed with Sir Lawrence Oliphant, a wealthy and pious Englishman, 
who dreamt, likewise, of a restored Palestine and a rejuvenated 
Jewish people. Extremes meet, pious Christian and irreligious 
Jew shared identical opinions of the future of Israel and the 
destiny of the Holy Land. This came to pass in 1882, when a 
series of pogroms broke out ferociously in infamous Russia, by 
the order of the tyrannical Czar and his brutish henchmen. Jews 
fled from infernal land of the Tartars to all sides and directions, 
America, Africa, Argentine and Palestine. To the latter refuge 
were bent the strivings and desires of Oliphant as a haven for 
the persecuted Russian Jews. He revealed his plans to Imber 
and asked him to accompany him to the Holy Land, where he 
would negotiate for the purchase of parcels of land to be given 
to Jewish refugees for cultivation and tilling. In Imber Oliphant 
found a valuable and useful companion, because of his knowledge 
of the people, the land and language. Imber).on the other hand, 
found compensation and retribution in his mission, after his 
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domestic disagreements and lost love, seeing the finger of God 
that worked wonders, rescuing him from his modern Delillah, 
before his hair was shorn, his eyes blinded and his enthusiasm 
fading. Jerusalem was their first station, where both, Jew and 
Christian, had their respective inspirations increased hundred- 
fold, Oliphant opening widely his pockets for the giving of his 
money for his cherished cause of buying land for Jewish settle- 
ment; while Imber wrote his poem Barkai, a Hebraic masterpiece 
that won universal approval. Imber’s contribution proved more 
lasting than that of Oliphant, inspiring as it certainly did thou- 
sands and tens of thousands for the good cause and better effects, 
while Oliphant with his good intentions and large sums of money 
accomplished nothing. There being some political disagreements 
between Great-Britain and the Sublime Porte, Oliphant’s visit 
and wishes were looked upon with some disfavor and suspicion, 
a flat refusal turning the answer to all of his propositions and 
suggestions. Imber had to continue his wanderings and travels, 
returning for some time to London again and becoming the 
co-editor of the Jewish Standard. Past events and sad recol- 
lections of his lost love and broken home drove Imber away 
from the English metropolis and landed him on our hospitable 
shores, the United States of America, where he, however, con- 
tinually struggled for a livelihood and constantly fought against 
hardships and difficulties. For lack of monetary means and the 
want of pecuniary sources, Imber walked from El Paso, Texas, 
to Denver, Col., and from San Francisco, Cal. to Washington, 
D. C. At Chicago, New York and Philadelphia your corre- 
spondent had the good fortune to meet the Troubadour and form 
his friendship, though the souls and talents of Imber and his 
necrological writer met long before those particular times and 
singular places. 

For the last decade, Imber has drawn the attention and 
observation of Judge Mayer Sulzberger, of the city of: Phila- 
deuphia, who as the living Brother of humanity at large and of 
lore and learning in particular. took pains and exercized his 
means to ameliorate Imber’s critical conditions, which, however, 
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did not turn successful, for obvious reasons. The books, 
pamphlets and newspaper-contributions of Imber are many and 
manifold, comprising as they are three languages, Hebrew, Eng- 
lish and Yiddish. His Hatikwah, written in Hebrew and trans- 
lated in English by Miss Rebeccah Altman of Stubenville, Ohio, 
has gained universal recognition. At the first Zionist Congress. 
convened at Basle, Switzerland, some twelve years previous, Dr. 
Theodore Herzl of a blessed memory, the father and originator 
of modern Zionism, granted Imber’s Hatikwah predilection to 
all other poetries of a similar nature. And your humble servant, 
in the course of his short ministrations in your hospitable Cam- 
den, had the Hatikwah sung by a number of his disciples, during 
the New Year’s Divine Services, which had been listened to by 
the large and appreciative audience with attention and devotion. 

Following are Imber’s works in English: Topics of the Day 
in the Talmud, Treasures of Ancient Jerusalem, Mystery of the 
Golden Calf, Music of the Psalms, History of Money, Educa- 
tion from Talmudic Standpoints, Letters by Rabbi Akiba and 
many others. Recently, he has translated and published the Ra- 
baiyat from the Persian by Omar Kaayyam into Hebrew, under 
the name of Hakos; prose and poetry making up the contents of 
the book. This is, indeed, a literary gem, considered as such by 
Dr. Joseph Jacobs, Professor of English Literature at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, New York. It is dedicated to Judge 
Sulzberger, the Maecena, the noted lover of books and bookish- 
ness. “I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan; very 
dear hast thou been unto me” (2 Samuel i, 26)! May Imber’s 
soul rest in peace! 


LXXIX. 
NATHAN STRAUS, AN APPRECIATION 
ATHAN STRAUS, the noted Jewish philanthropist, whose 


75th natal day will be celebrated on January 31, is indeed 
the very symbol of goodness personified and the emblematic token 
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of kindness incarnate, a true and loyal descendant of the Israel- 
ites, given as the latter are the designation of “Merciful, the off- 
springs of the Merciful (Jebamoth f. 79, a). Jews as a matter of 
record, gave the world men of distinction and talent in all human 
endeavor and mundane enterprises. In the arts and crafts, com- 
merce and industry, journalism and literature, philosophy and 
jurisprudence, medicine and surgery, Jews are the rank and file 
and the first and foremost, in pursuance of the Mosaic prediction 
of “This is a great nation of wise and prudent people” (Deut- 
teronomy iv, 6). But in eleemosynary undertakings and philan- 
thropic ventures, Jews superseded all prophetic visions and 
ancestral tradition, their kind-heartedness far-reaching and their 
humanitarian tendencies ramifying, far and wide, in large dimen- 
sions and remarkable extensions, and Nathan Straus turns in 
these particular instances the prodigious son of his people and 
the worthiest successor of his sires, his heart melting like wax at 
the slightest sign of misery and his tears coursing down his face 
in heavy streams, when informed of wretchedness and failure. 
He wept bitterly over the aftermath of the war, endeavoring to 
alleviate the pain and anguish by dollars, hundreds, thousands 
and millions, that come not from his purse or safe, but from his 
deepest heart and inner soul! 

Straus gives and expresses his sorrow over his inability to 
stop the evil, check the viciousness, halt the crime and reform 
the world into the Garden of Eden that its Maker designed it, in 
days of old and times of yore, where each and every man and 
woman shall dwell under his or her vineyard and fig tree, in peace 
and harmony, without any fear or dread. He gives and his 
heart aches and his soul languishes over human misery and man- 
kind’s atrocity. Generosity and good will should have reigned 
supreme, all the world over, sons and daughters of men looking 
upon one another as brothers and sisters, dividing delightfully 
their gain and profit, giving envy and jealousy no chances and 
opportunities to separate fraternities and antagonize fellowships. 

Nathan Straus created the milk stations, which lessened 
the mortality of thousands of infants, prolonged numerous lives 
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and saved parental tears from being shed in continuous pro- 
fusion. A local charity institution, the Straus: Milk Stations 
turned both, national and universal, cities and towns in America 
as well as Paris, France, and Jerusalem, Palestine, having in- 
stituted similar plants for the saving of the babies. 

Again, Nathan Straus’ tears are responsible for the realiza- 
tion of Palestine becoming the Jewish Homeland. It is an open 
secret that both, Jerusalemic pietistic Jews and the settlers of 
the agricultural colonies could barely support themselves, 
having to depend on sympathetic kinsmen in Eastern Europe 
and generous societies in Berlin, Paris and London. With 
the inauguration of the World War, in August of 1914, 
Palestine turned isolated and its inhabitants doomed for 
starvation. New York Jews were informed of the grave situa- 
tion and a meeting was called, in the course of which Nathan 
Straus gave thirty thousand dollars for a start, accompanied by 
a flow of scorching tears, both of which the money and the tears, 
creating a profound impression and causing the gentlemen 
present to follow suit, if not in tears then in money, and a sub- 
stantial fund of a quarter of a million of dollars was collected, 
swelled afterwards by additional efforts and augmentary striv- 
ings of Justice Louis D. Brandeis and Dr. Stephen S. Wise, who 
toured the country for that purpose and preserved Palestine for 
the Jews. 

Nathan Straus, moreover, made a careful study of the 137 
Psalmody, in the words of which predilection is given Zion over 
all worldly pursuits and mundane amusements. Accordingly, 
he sold his yacht, the proceeds of which he donated 
for Palestinian funds, maintaining as he did that his luxuries 
could be easily dispensed with, in order to contribute to 
Jerusalemic needs and Zionistic necessities. 

Judging by his philanthropic activities and his extensive 
charities, Mr. Straus may be mistaken as a millionaire, but his 
own statement on his particular subject is Se ae a lesson for 
study and perusal. Said Mr. Straus: 

“With sorrow I have to admit that my wealth is limited. 
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Had I had more money to my disposal, I would have distributed 
more charity and contributed more towards deserving causes 
and useful effects. Because of my generous inclinations and 
sympathetic impulses, I lavishly dispose of my money, greatly 
exceeding the degree of tithes prescribed by the Mosaic Law, 
firmly believing that one is merely an agent, reciving and giving, 
continually, whnever accounts are adjusted and books mended 
by legitimate owners and proper authorities.” 

Nathan Straus was nominated some years ago for Mayor 
for the City of New York, which honor, however, he em- 
phatically refused, fearing, apparently, neighborly animosity and 
dreading, presumably, friendly jealousy, expressing, nevertheless, 
his earnest wish and sincere desire of becoming the Mayor of the 
Holy City of Jerusalem, where hatred will not be known and 
envy would disappear from the path of justice and the way of 
righteousness, in pursuance of prophetic predictions, when the 
presence of the Holy Shechinah, will dwell eternally in the tower 
of Zion. 


LXXX. 
NEHEMIAH AND SAMUEL 


ISTORY repeats itself. The appointment of Herbert 

Samuel by the English government as High Commissioner 
of Palestine, the Jewish Homeland, is nothing new, novel or 
startling, having its precedent in ancient history. Cyrus, the King 
of Persia, restored Palestine to the Jews, the erstwhile owners, 
extending privileges and granting liberties to the first settlers 
and the advancing pioneers. Later, when Hanani returned from 
Jerusalem and told Nehemiah, the son of Hachaliah, of the 
misery and wretchedness that the settlers and colonists in Pales- 
tine have been confronted with, Nehemiah, the butler of the Per- 
sian King, took compassion in the sufferings and struggles of his 
brethren in faith, deeply sympathized with them and pleaded 
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with God Almighty for His proper guidance and discretional 
judgment. 

A native or naturalized Persian, Nehemiah eres the case 
of his co-religionists in Palestine before his master, the Persian 
ruler, begging for permission to go to the city where his parents 
were buried, assist in its edification and establish its safety. 

Artaxerxes, true to the generous policy of Cyrus and all 
other Persian potentates, gladly spared his butler, in order to 
perform that noble mission and do the constructive work for his 
people and his Homeland. 

Lloyd George and his associates of the British government, 
followers and successors of Arthur James Balfour, acted very 
wisely in placing Sir Herbert Samuel in charge of Palestine. 
Times change and peoples also change with them, evolution 
bringing along salvation and redemption for nations and aggre- 
gations as well as for stray persons and singular individuals. A 
device or a subterfuge, Jerusalem harboring the graves of Nehe- 
miah’s ancestors turned instrumental in the royal grant of the 
butler’s furlough, in order to rebuild the ruined places, thousands 
of years ago. The English statesmen, however, proved equal to 
the modern task and never waited for another son of Hachaliah 
to approach them, never inquired of their butlers and bakers for 
the reasons and the causes of their sad countenances and sorrow- 
ful hearts, ordering without any pressure, pleadings or friction, 
one of their distinguished officials to proceed to Palestine, lead 
its peoples, manage its affairs, look after its welfare, gather its 
exiles and build its centres. 

Jews in foreign lands, Zionists especially, try their best and 
endeavor to their utmost to make a Zionist, staunch and loyal, out 
of Samuel, so as to put a Kosher label upon his selection to the 
Palestinian High Commission. Unnecessary work and uncalled 
for drudgery! All Jews are Zionists, pure and simple, sure 
enough, open or secret, ostentatious or cryptic, and like an 
Israelite who is always declared to be such by the Rabbis of the 
Talmud, even when he openly renounces his people and their reli- 
gion, so is also the Jew always a Zionist, his asSertion to the con- 
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trary notwithstanding. I am not better than my ancestors, was 
an open confession of one of the prophets, and Sir Herbert 
Samuel never needs to be a better Jew than his forerunner, 
Nehemiah, the son of Hachaliah, who put his Persian citizenship 
far above his love of Palestine,his reason for the wish to go 
thither being but the sepulchres of his parents. In other words, 
the future never appealed to him with any vehemence or ardency, 
cherishing but a mere recollection of the past, which could never 
conquer the present brilliancy of a governmental office, royal 
favor and lofty station. And let us give credit to Nehemiah for 
that, let us congratulate the son of Hachaliah for his courageous 
bravery in admitting his connection with his Jewish ancestry and 
his yearning for a visit to the parental sepulchre. In these days 
and in our times, royal butlers and kingly bakers do not display 
their Jewish origin and blush at the recollection thereof. Zionist 
or not, Samuel is made one by the British Foreign Office, like 
many another co-religionist became Zionists recently by outside 
pressure and external forces, friendly Gentiles or inimical Goyim, 
good Christians or treacherous Heathens, the prophecy of the 
son of Buzi of “As I live, saith the Lord Eternal, surely, with 
a mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with fury 
poured out, will I rule over you” (Ezekiel xx, 33), coming to 
pass, indeed, before our very eyes, here, there and everywhere, 
enlightened America and civilized France, as well as barbaric 
Russia and anti-Semitic Germany. 

Speculations were rampant and opinions expressed as to 
the first ruler and governor of the Jewish Homeland. Though 
all admitted the inability of Jewish self-government for our days 
at the present time, as neither the exilic countries nor Pales- 
tine have produced as yet a man with Jewish back-bone, self- 
respect and national consciousness, able and qualified to rule and 
govern, especially when Jerusalem harbors thousands of fanati- 
cal, obscure, backward and bigotted men and women, who would 
dictate their ruler as to his bill of fare, articles of food, manner 
of dressing, means of expression and matters of conduct, re- 
introduce Polish prejudice, Galician stupidity, Lithuanian super- 
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stition, Russian awkwardness and similar niceties and beauties 
of Ghetto life and mediaeval infamy, yet there were candidates 
and aspirants for the Palestinian office in every continent and 
country, the Rothschilds of continental Europe, Weitzmann, 
Sokolow and Zangwill of their respective lands, Louis D. 
Brandeis and Nathan Straus of America and many more. But 
accepting the mandate of Palestine, Great Britain acted very 
wisely by sending a Jew to take charge of the Jewish Homeland, 
dispelling this wise the notion of some Englishmen of the 
Mosaic creed of the impossibility of serving two masters, being 
a Palestinian Jew and a British Englishman. Why, the Foreign 
Office gave the example, making Samuel the Englishman a Pales- 
tinian in addition. After all, there is nothing new under the 
sun, millions and tens of millions of the subjects of King George 
of England are double citizens, the natives of British Colonies, 
India, Australia, South Africa, China, Egypt and Canada are all 
serving two masters, citizens of their respective states and sub- 
jects of His Majesty the King of England, and so may be the 
case of the Jews, to whose leadership Samuel is appointed. 
There are, perhaps, Zionists who are dissatisfied with English 
rule and want self-government, let them have patience and leave 
the rest to God Almighty, Who is doing all these great things 
right along, sure enough! 


LXXXI. 
ORTHODOX JEWS CONVENE AT KATOWITZ 


ne and laymen, pillars of Orthtdox Judaism, from 
Germany, Russia, Austria and England gathered recently 
in Katowitz, Silesia, to discuss Jewish difficulties, problems and 
incongruities in the lines of religion, education, civics and poli- 
tics. Zionism, being part and parcel of Jewish religion, its latest 
phases and modern aspects turned it flexible and elastic, involv- 
ing to some extent educational methods and political prospects, 
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There are, indeed, rabid Orthodox people who oppose Zionism 
entirely, their continuous prayer for the rebuilding of Jerusalem, 
restoration of Zion and re-establishment of Jewish dominion not- 
withstanding. Pious and zealotic, they look upon the Utopian 
future of the Jews as miracles and wonders which are solely left 
to God Almighty, Whose fingers and hands will perform them 
speedily and in our days, without any human interference or the 
meddling of mankind. 

Again, there are latitudinarian Orthodox who prefer life in 
modern Berlin, Vienna, London and St. Petersburg than a some- 
what dubious existence in ancient Jerusalem, the prayers and 
prophecies, they maintain, are but allegoric and metaphoric. 
The younger element, the growing generation, the rising men 
and women of both different brands of Orthodoxy ridicule the 
miraculous expectations and would not rest content with the 
allegorical illusions. Never believing in yielding compromises, 
half-way stations and timely concessions, they want a genuine 
Orthodoxy, unadulerate Zionism or assimilation pure and simple. 
These are the main causes that prompted the Jewries of all 
European lands to gather together for the adoption of some 
positive basis, sound and solid to support and substantiate all 
kinds of doxies. 

One wonders, indeed, at the apathy and lukewarmness of 
American Jewish Orthodoxy, failing to send representatives to 
the Katowitz Conference. Younger Jews and Jewesses of 
American birth and rearing are confronted, likewise, with the 
very perplexities and disabilities which are felt by their kinsmen 
on the European continent. And to goa step further, Reformers 
may ponder upon these questions as well, seeing the decline of 
Judaism, disregard of the Law, forsaking of the Hebrew tongue 
and discarding of ancestral traditions. 

History repeats itself. The Talmud relates of four Rabbis, 
Ben Asai, Ben Zoma, Elisha Ben Abuyah and Rabbi Akiba, 
who at the sight of the deplorable conditions and distressing 
circumstances in the spiritual life of Israel, unable to heal the 
wounds and repair the breaches, departed, respectively, going 
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into various directions. Thus Ben Asai succumbed, Ben Zoma 
turned melancholic, Elisha ben Abuyah joined the enemy’s camp ; 
while Rabbi Akiba remained loyal and inflexible (Hagigah f. 14, 
b). Leaving Europe aside, contemporaneous Judaism in America 
resembles, indeed, the very one of the Talmudic days, lacking, 
however, a Rabbi Akiba, with his loyalty, steadfastness and in- 
flexibility. Dr. Juda Leon Magnes, severing his connections 
with Temple Emanuel, sanctified, indeed, the name of the Holy 
One, blessed be He. He, however, can hardly claim the mantle 
of Rabbi Akiba, becoming recently inactive and quiet, a fad and 
fashion of the Talmudic Ben Zoma. Joseph Meyer Asher, rabbi 
of Orach Hayim and professor at the Jewish Theological Semi- 
nary, one of the youngest and ablest Orthodox rabbis in both, 
England and America, seeing his work useless and his strivings 
hindered, like Ben Asai of old died in the prime of life! While 
Rabbi Fleisher of Boston is a modern Ben Abuyah incarnate. 

To return, however, to the conference at Katowitz. The 
rabbis and laymen represented all types of Jews, internally as 
well as externally. There were German rabbis, university gradu- 
ates, whose dress and attire are the very kind in vogue with all 
Europeans and Americans; while Hungarian and Galician pre- 
lates reminded one of the burghers of Poland and Germany be- 
fore the days of the Renaissance, their fur headgears, footwears 
and sandals being antediluvian, in addition. After deliberations 
and discussions they formed an organization under the name of 
Agudath Israel, pledging themselves to institute religious schools 
in their respective communities, the program being identical and 
the system and method on a fundamental uniform. 


LXXXII. 
PALESTINIAN PIONEERS 


Coes is actually divided into two portions, the upper 
and the lower. Physically there is\no distinction between 
one and the other. In practical life and daily pursuits there is 
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indeed a wide gulf separating one from the other, the bridgings 
of which have not been attempted as yet. Innnumerable colonies 
and settlements flourish and expand in the lower region, bringing 
new life, hope and aspirations continually ; whereas in the upper 
regions desolation and ruin stare one in the face. As an illus- 
tration of existing conditions, one may take the process of 
watching, which has been conducted by Jews all throughout 
lower Galilee and its immediate vicinity,'as a matter of common 
cause and proper policy. In upper Galilee, however, the Arabs 
are the watchmen, in their own interests, the Jews suffering im- 
mensely by these processes, irrespective of the fact that they are 
the owners and proprietors of the soil, stock and their accessories. 

Machanaim, a Jewish colony, established by a group of 
Galician Jews, under the name of Ahabath Zion in 1899, may 
serve as an illustration. Unlucky thirteen was the number of the 
first settlers. They weathered all storms and braved all misfor- 
tunes, succeeding, finally, somehow or other. Then the families 
began to increase and the incoming product would not suffice 
for the additional members. An appeal was then addressed to 
the Jewish Colonization Association, in charge of Baron Hirsch’s 
millions, left for colonization purposes to lease them more land. 
Instead of the wealthy and influential society, the Rosh Pinoh 
turned to be the good Samaritan. As it is always the case in 
similar affairs, a rival institution, the Rosh Pinoh, itself being 
but a newly organized colony, can never become useful or essen- 
tial in its administration in behalf of another venture. Macha- 
naim colonists, therefore, asked the ICA to turn sponsor and buy 
the land from the owners and sell it to them on installment. 
Accepting this proposition, there appeared another obstacle, in- 
juring the scheme and checking the plucky pioneers’ strivings 
and ambitions. The Rosh Pinoh people were willing to sell the 
mentioned landed properties to the ICA, provided the company 
secures for them other land instead. Unable to comply with 
these stipulations, the scheme had to be abandoned, causing thus, 
innumerable settlers to forsake their places and emigrate. The 
Rosh Pinoh colonists leased the forsaken land to the Arabian 
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colonists, who endeavored to force the remaining Jews to migrate, 
putting obstructions in the way of Jewish progress and making 
themselves noxious and obnoxious, time and again. 

The following incident may shed light upon the situation, 
position and condition of the struggling Jews in their attempted 
ventures and endeavored adventures. The shepherd that tends 
the cattle of both, the Jews and Arabs, took a notion to appro- 
priate the newly born Jewish cattle, finding all sorts of excuses 
when asked for the whereabouts of the missing calves. Wiser 
than the rest, one Jewish colonist insisted upon the shepherd 
to return the missing one, dead or alive. Unable to get satis- 
faction of the thievish Arab, the bereaved farmer drove the 
shepherd away from the house, telling him not to dare face him 
any more. Thereupon, another Arab appeared on the scene, 
who swore vengeance and began to shower blow after blow on 
the face of the Jewish colonist. The latter’s cries for help 
solicited a host of neighbors who rescued their co-religionist and 
drove away the offending Arab. Now the Arabic population 
formed a hostile party, threatening the Jews, calling them all 
sorts of vile names and boasting of going to kill all the Jews of 
the settlement. Frightened and terrorized, the Jews concealed 
themselves in their houses and barns, wondering what the conse- 
quences would bring in store for them. Nothing serious had 
happened so far, but what about the future? One may question 
oneself, what was the use in leaving European disabilities and 
atrocities, only to be exposed, once again, to Asiatic misrule and 
Arabian menacing? Dr. Herzl dreamt of a “Legally assured 
home,” where then are the league, the assurance and the home? 

There are, however, glorious appearances and delightful 
phenomena in the lives, environments and surroundings of other 
farmers and fortunate colonists, which will certainly allay the 
sorrows and render consolation after the described troubles and 
depicted tribulations. Leaving behind wailing Machanaim, one 
is pleased to behold the colony of Machdel. Formerly a German 
settlement, it has been purchased by a syndicate of Moscow Jews 
for the sum of forty thousand Francs. Climatically advanced and 
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favorably situated, Machdel became addicted with malaria fever, 
although all investigations and examinations failed to discover 
the reason and find the cause. Disappointed and despondent, the 
Germans fled from the dreadful place, and dissatisfied with their 
bargains, they went to East Africa where their fatherland’s 
government will take good care of them. Having no fatherland 
nor mother-country to take up their cause, the Jews have to fight 
their own battles single-handed and work out their own salvation 
individually. Running chances, or unaware of the lurking 
dangers, the Jews flocked thither in considerable numbers, the 
soil proving sufficient to provide for all the new arrivals; while 
the feverish germs and the poisonous bacilli left, apparently, the 
place to follow, perhaps, their former masters. Hundreds of 
men are continually employed on the farms, the proprietors, as 
well as the workingmen being perfectly satisfied with existing 
conditions and local environments. Some of the houses were 
remodeled while a goodly number of new cottages sprang into 
existence. New cisterns have been dug for the accumulation of 
water, fearing the infection and poisonous spread of the former 
ones. And last but not least, the erection of a factory for the 
work of ceramics attracts men and women from far and wide, 
the work of this particular kind being paid with consideration 
and appreciation. It goes without saying that the working forces 
consist of Jewish people, the Arabs and the Bedouins failing to 
lend themselves to these trades and occupations. 


LXXXIII. 
PALESTINIAN PRODUCTS ON LONDON EXHIBITION 


HERE is given indeed considerable space to the Palestinian 

products at the British Exposition, in London, England. Be- 
coming the Mandatory Power of Palestine, England looks upon 
the Jewish Homeland, for the present at least, as one of its 
daughter colonies, 
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Of course, the Biblical shibboleth of “Nothing new under 
the sun” (Ecclesiastes i, 9), may be applied aptly in reference to 
the Jewish colonists and their exhibited products, which, indeed, 
were put on exhibition a quarter of a century before this, at 
Paris. But, then, twenty-five years ago the Jewish colonies, very 
few in number, being then embryonic and incipient, in the process 
of formation, lacking financial support and wanting physical 
undertaking, the Jewish exhibited product was nothing but wine. 
Now, however, there having sprung in the course of the quarter 
of a century almost one hundred colonies, and the work and 
the labor increasing right along, the Jewish colonists need not be 
ashamed when balanced with other colonists and settlers, under 
British dominion. 


As noted, at the former exhibition, wine was the only article 
on sight displayed by the Palestinian settlers; whereas at this 
British display of its advancements and accomplishments, there 
are exhibited textile work, ceramics, pottery, leather, tobacco, 
soap, tapestry, handicraft and artistic work of plastic, engraved 
‘and sculptural designs from Bezallel school, and similar articles 
of skilled, technical and mechanical industries. And all these 
improvements and augmentations are but the manipulations and 
the manifestations of willing workers and_ self-sacrificing 
pioneers, achieved and accomplished in a comparatively short 
time, working against odds, and conquering innumerable obstacles 
and inimical oppositions. 


And deducting from the twenty-three years that elapsed 
from the exhibition of Paris, in 1900, and this year of 1924, the 
years of the World War and the latter’s aftermath, there is, in- 
deed, a very short time left for men inexperienced in agricul- 
tural labor and industrial ventures, strangers in the country, 
lacking necessary help and wanting needful assistance, to make 
experiments and attempt novelties. But the stubborn and sturdy 
Jews of the Goluth, men of the Diaspora, former shop-keepers 
and erstwhile bookworms, departed for, Palestine, and, like 
Caesar of old, came, saw and conquered, i 
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Moreover, the products and samples exhibited at the Lon- 
don exhibition are marked and mentioned as Jewish work and 
Palestinian productions, recalling, once again, the name of this 
particular people and giving the Jew credit for his achievements. 
After an interval of 1854 years of inactivity and stagnation, 
Jewish work and Israelitic performances in the course of those 
dreary years were given other masters and selected owners, in- 
cluding the wine produced by Jewish vinoculturists and exhibited 
at the 1900 year’s exhibition at Paris, the credit of which was 
assigned to the Sublime Porte, the Jews proving but an insignifi- 
cant fractional minority of that government. Similarly, articles 
exhibited in London by the Jews from Poland, Hungary, Ger- 
many, France and England are classed as Polish, Hungarian, 
German, English and French products, ignoring and silencing the 
Jewish maker altogether. The Palestinian examples, however, 
are Jewish exhibits, first and foremost, and their credit goes to 
the Jews only. 


LXXXIV. 


PATCHOGUE HEBREWS AND THEIR ACTIVITIES 


NOMALOUS and problematic as the Chosen People are, 
A they diffuse and ramify their singular traits and peculiar 
tendencies in all sides and directions, to various objects and sun- 
dry subjects, including, likewise, lineal identifications and lingual 
ramifications. The patronymic Hebrew as the common designa- 
tion and proper appellation of the race is, indeed, doubtful and 
ambiguous, maintaining as some are, that with the conquest of 
Palestine by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, the Hebrew disap- 
peared from the scenic surface, being supplanted by Jew. This 
asscrtion is certainly basic of Scriptural embodiments, Hebrew 
and Hebrews being but mentioned by Moses, Jeremiah and Jonah, 
only on rare occasions. 

Again, Hebrew as a veneering for the Holy Tongue is also 
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confronted by speculative theories and sophisticated notions, 
Isaiah calls it both, Canaanitish and Juedish, the latter term 
being accepted by Nehemiah as well. Yet we countenance now- 
adays in this very country of ours, institutions, fraternities and 
periods euphonically named Young Men’s Hebrew Association, 
Hebrew Union College, Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions, Hebrew Standard and American Hebrew, which, however, 
could not demonstrate the standing criterion of a dynamic 
people or manifest the intricacies and complications of a static 
language. The standard of the Hebrew in America, the people 
or the tongue, does not differ in doings and activities, aim and 
scope, visions and burdens from the causes and courses, facts and 
effects, wranglings and bickerings of the Hebrew race and the 
Hebrew tongue of the continents of Europe, Asia and Africa. 
And modern institutions and constitutions of Occidental mould 
and Western fashion would hardly resort to prehistoric means 
and primitive media for decorations and ornaments for centri- 
petal purposes or centrifugal intentions. 

But then, life and existence constitute and establish won- 
derful sights and eccentric phenomena, defying adopted laws and 
in variance with accepted custom, proving, once again, the need 
of schooling and the necessity of instruction for one and all, in 
the abysmal depths and bottomless profoundities of space and 
time, matter and form, presence and future. 

Parts and parcels of the body politic, organic tissues, sur- 
rounding spheres, the Jews, naturally, in common with other 
peoples of various material, cherish similar notions and lavish 
identical ideas, responsible for all sorts of speculations and sun- 
dry kinds of postulations. Assuming Hebrew as the designation 
of a racial distinction, religious peculiarity or lingual specialty, 
irrespective of the pursuance of the racial customs, adherence 
to religious doctrines and employment of the lingual idioms, 
sons of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and daughters of Sarah, 
Rebeccah, Rachel and Leah are commonly designated as He- 
brews, Jews and Israelites, respectively, with an additional 
veneering of Semites, when in contradistinctidn to Teutons, 
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Gauls, Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons and other inhabitants of 
the world. 

Patchogue, conspicuously absent from the universal map 
and an insignificant spot on the Long Island coast, never beck- | 
oned to any oppressed and down-trodden Jews on the continent, 
metropolitan New York proving the proper proxy. Brooklyn, 
however, itself an ingredient of Long Island, furnishing men and 
means for towns and villages of the peninsula, gave Patchogue 
the first Jewish pioneers. Messrs. Maurice Beck, David Davi- 
dow, Benjamin Dranitzky, Sam Gayer, R. P. Gordon, Max 
Greenfield, Morris Hodkin, Samuel Jacoby, Israel Katz, Meyer 
Lifshitz, Israel Novick, B. Raffe, Abraham Ratchik, Meyer Simon 
and a few more men of enterprise and backbone settled in 
Patchogue, a quarter of a century ago, embarked on mercantile 
ventures and succeeded, more or less. Kinsmen and co-reli- 
gionists followed, pursuing, likewise, commercial undertakings 
and trading occupations, increasing, slowly but surely both, finan- 
cially and numerically, having at present a community of 100 
families, approximately. 

Only once the Israelites made a blunder, when Moses failed 
to return from the Mountain of Sinai, asking Aaron for the mak- 
ing of another God, thinking that with the absence of Moses God 
disappeared as well. They have learned the lesson and gained 
the experience since, God is always with them, in all times and 
climes, ages and generations, in the great wilderness and in- 
habited settlements, because of which the Jewish pioneers in 
Patchogue formed a community, built a Synagogue and became 
religiously established, under the name of Hebrew Congregation. 
The House of God is widely open, in the broad spirit of King 
Solomon, the builder of the First Temple of Jehovah in Jeru- 
salem, for supplications and meditations, for both, members and 
strangers, at any time and season. Prayers are conducted, the 
Scriptures recited and Psalmodies chanted on Sabbaths and Fes- 
tivals, as well as on other occasions of importance, during the 
year, at the call of the elders and the invitation of the leaders. 
Lay readers and invited ministers address the members and lead 
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the meetings, accordingly. Recently, however, the writer of 
these lines was called to assume the rabbinate of the Congrega- 
tion and the leadership of all its various branches and ramifica- 
tions. Hebrew, as stated before, denoting the Sacred Tongue of 
the Old Testament, the prayers and petitions are continually de- 
claimed in that ancient tongue, true to Orthodox customs and 
traditions, though the Rabbi, a man of advanced learning and 
modern culture, delivers, time and again, English sermons, using 
the vernacular for the benefit of the younger element, born and 
reared on American soil, speaking the native tongue and study- 
ing American literature, classics, science and wisdom. 

Maurice Beck is the president and R. P. Gordon is the 
warden of the Synagogue, attending all its meetings and gather- 
ings both, secular and religious. 

With the long run and the course of time, the Hebrew Con- 
gregation extended, far and wide, giving birth to additional in- 
*stitutions and augmentary activities, the younger men and the 
younger women having banded themselves under respective 
Societies of Hebrew Alliance and Hebrew Girls Club. Although 
differing in their aims and aspirations from the parent body, the 
name Hebrew is retained, just the same, proving conclusively 
their connections and intimacies with the Synagogue and its use- 
ful pursuits. Alfred Blum is the President of the Hebrew Alli- 
ance and I. W. Davidow is the Secretary. While the destinies 
of the Hebrew Girls Club are furthered by Miss Hilda Jacoby 
and Miss Helen Zickerman, President and Secretary, respectively. 

The Hebrew School, for instruction of Hebrew and cognate 
subjects throughout the week, the Religious School for the teach- 
ing of the Bible and Jewish history on Sundays, and the Jewish 
Institute, for cultural, social, philanthropic and religious recrea- 
tions and revivals, are recently inaugurated adjuncts to the 
Hebrew Congregation, in charge of the Rabbi and under the 
supervision of Mr. Maurice Beck and a Committee of five, name- 
ly: Abraham Ratchick, Joseph Hochheiser, Samuel Gordon, 
Samuel Cantor and Benjamin Marganoff, whose yeoman work 
for the good causes and the best effects calls for merit and atten- 


Patchogue Hebrews and Their Activities 233 


tion. Mention may be made right here of the good and prodi- 
gious teachers and pupils of the state schools, the Misses Pauline 
Dranitzky, Sarah Dranitzky, Minnie Gordon, Rebecca Gordon, 
Rae Ratchick, Sarah Katz, Victoria Gersowitz, Dorothy Gordon 
and others, for their efficiency and advancement. Caring for the 
living, one cannot forget the dead, and Mr. Meyer Simon, the 
custodian of the Hebrew cemetery, is responding promtply when- 
ever a call is extended in this particular line of service. 


The Zionist movement becoming permanently established in 
each and every Jewish settlement, in all parts of the world, it is 
but natural for Patchogue to follow suit and identify itself with 
kinsmen of other cities and towns. A Zion Society was formed, 
presided over by Mr. Louis Cantor, the meetings of which are 
addressed by prominent Rabbis and national speakers, and large 
sums of money are sent to the Zionist Organization in New York, 
from time to time. With the coming of the Rabbi to Patchogue | 
and with the approval of Palestine as a Jewish Homeland by 
the High Council at San Remo, local activities doubled and multi- 
plied, Jewish children turning altruistic and charitable, depriving 
themselves from unnecessary luxuries and donating instead their 
nickels and dimes for the restoration of Palestine and the re- 
building of Zion. 


Peter Stuyvesant, governor of New Amsterdam, when ad- 
mitting the first Jews to America, made the stipulated condition 
of having to take care of their own poor and needy, which is 
certainly followed up by each and every Jewish community in 
America, Patchogue inclusive. Though deviating from the name 
Hebrew, the Jewish women banded themselves under the 
euphony of Daughters of Israel and Jacob, for the purpose of 
dispensing charity and rendering assistance to needy causes and 
deserving cases. They, likewise, institute gatherings, dances and 
plays, the proceedings of which go to the support of local insti- 
tutes as well as national and international, helping the European 
Relief Fund, continually. Mrs. Minnie Girshoff heads this 
society discretionally. 
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Jews and Jewesses of Patchogue subscribed ‘and gave abun- 
dantly to all the national undertakings, throughout the world 
war and after, purchasing Liberty Bonds, donating to Red Cross 
Funds, sharing the burdens of the community in general and 
assisting any cause, religious, philanthropic, social and cultural. 

And out of a small and insignificant number of families 
almost every house of the Jewish faith and race had one or two 
sons who sacrificed homestead, career and the very life, during 
the world war, seeing active service abroad both, as privates and 
officers in the various operative sections. Following is the list 
of Patchogue’s Jewish quota for service in the World War: 
Joseph Cohen, Leonard Cohen, Benjamin Cohen, Edward Davi- 
dow, Louis B. Davidow, Samuel Davidow, Simon Feinberg, 
Louis Fuss, Samuel Hodkin, Louis Litchtenstein, Max Levy, 
Max Rottman, Nathan Rottman, Sol Seltzer, Maurice Seigel, 
Dr. Weinberger, Benjamin Wilson, James Wilson, and the four 
sons of the Rabbi, the writer of this sketch, namely, William 
Heller, Caleb James Heller, Harold Sigmund Heller and Jerome 
Francis Heller. Parenthetically it may be asked as to who makes 
a better citizen, Henry Ford of the automobile fame and anti- 
Semitic infamy, who had his son exempted from national duty 
and American obligations, or Mr. Davidow and the Rabbi, both 
of Patchogue, who sacrificed three and four sons, respectively, 
for the country’s interests and the loyalty to the Flag? 

From Henry Ford, the modern Haman, one may, indeed, 
get by leaps and bounds to the original Haman of the Scriptures, 
ingloriously responsible for the institution of the Feast of Purim, 
recently commemorated by the Children of Israel, all the world 
over. In connection with this historic misfortune, the Rabbis 
of the Talmud maintain, that God Almighty, the Guardian of 
Israel, prepares the remedy in advance of the malady (Megillah 
f. 13, b), and scores of years before Ford and his automobiles 
appeared on American sceneries, the Order of B’nai B’rith was 
instituted, the foster daughter of which,\the Anti-Defamation 
League, combats anti-Semitism and frustrates the latter’s evil 
designs and vicious machinations. B’nai B’rith extending and 
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ramifying far and wide, in all parts of the civilized world, has, 
likewise, a Lodge in Patchogue, Maurice Beck being the Presi- 
dent and the Rabbi the Secretary. Its aim and activities are 
philanthropic, eleemosynary, religious, educational and cultural, 
financing and supporting Orphanages, Shelters, Homes and 
Schools both, in America and various continents. 

Humble in their ways and modest in their pursuits, 
Patchogue Hebrews still cling to metropolitan institutions and 
identify themselves with Gotham fraternities, having formed a 
local Branch of the Workingmen’s Circle, manned by a Board 
of Trustees with Mr. Jacob Levy as Secretary. Though more or 
less of a mutual character and beneficial nature, Patchogue 
Branch of the Workingmen’s Circle contributed largely towards 
the relief of the sufferers from European wars and pogroms, 
swelling formidably as the amounts did to numbers of the fourth 
figure. 

The liberal professions of law, medicine and literature have 
also their Jewish exponents, Mr. Harry Davidow representing 
the legal and Drs. Louis Feldman, Henry Ungar and D. N. 
Booth the medical, surgical and dental practices, respectively ; 
while the Rabbi is noted in the journalistic fields and literary 
avenues, contributing extensively to papers and periodicals, in 
various parts of the country, New York inclusive, and having, 
likewise, published a book, named Facts and Fiction, which 
could be found in many libraries. 

Jews and Gentiles live in peace and harmony with each 
other, Samuel Jacoby making a fine specimen and a remarkable 
example in these particular instances, answering Christian calls 
and responding to invitations from Gentiles for campaigns and 
drives for funds and resources for all ventures and undertakings, 
working with zeal and laboring with devotion for fellow citizens 
of other denominations as well as for his own co-religionists. 
And Patchogue Gentiles prove also equal to the task, patronizing 
Jewish places of business, having nothing but praises and lauda- 
tions for the plays and shows of the Unique and the Star, con- 
ducted by Mr. Nathan Goldstein. Similarly, when Maurice Beck, 
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ventured, some six months ago, the introduction of an opera into 
Patchogue theatrical sceneries, it was received with satisfaction 
and attended delightfully by leading Gentiles and eminent Chris- 
tians, signs of backbone and tokens of backing for their friend 
Beck. 

Father J. J. Cronin, the Catholic priest, and Louis H. John- 
ston, the Congregational minister, visit Jewish places and address 
Hebrew meetings; while the late Rev. William A. Kloeppel, pas- 
tor of the First Baptist Church, addressed the Hebrew Congre- 
gation, in the course of its divine services. The Rabbi, your 
humble servant, reciprocally, took parts, by invitation, in the 
Baptist church celebrations, in connection with the burning of 
the mortgage of that sacred edifice, and was one of the partici- 
pants of the Kloeppel Memorial Cervices, held recently at the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The Rabbi, your correspondent, has been bestowed honors 
and distinction, time and again, by Patchogue institutions as well 
as individual persons, men and women of prominence and merit, 
namely, The Board of Education, Sorosis Club, Bible Society, 
Mr. E. A. Van Slyke, principal of Bay Avenue School, Dr. Frank 
Overton, president American Legion, and many others; mani- 
festing thusly good fellowship, demonstrating proper friendship 
and confirming to the prophetic altruism of “Have we not all one 
Father? Hath not One God created us” (Malachi ii, 10) ? 


LXXXV. 
PATRIOTISM AND ZIONISM 


AN a Zionist make a good patriot? has been a cause for 
arguments, time and again. Jews as well as Gentiles raise 

the debates and discuss the problem. Jews, in fact, endeavor to 
become plus sages quo les sages and dwell, every now and then, 
on that particular question at considerable length. Tolerated and 
recognized in constitutional countries, they fear their own 
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shadows, painting the devil blacker than he is, lest they may be 
looked upon with distrust and suspicion, turning suddenly dis- 
franchised and forfeiting their loyalty, citizenship and patriotism. 
Dr. Max Nordau proved, indeed, in both, theory and practice, 
that there were no frictions and contradictions between Zionism 
and patriotism, one never opposing to, neither dissenting from 
the other; harmony and peace, on the contrary, may exist con- 
tinually and reign supreme within the realms and dominions of 
the two apparently antagonistic forces. But then Nordau as Jew 
and Zionist, can hardly carry conviction, bear the brunt and sway 
opinions. One, therefore, must need prove positively by argu- 
mentatively established and phsychologically demonstrated al- 
truisms, the practicability and possibility of the two sons of 
Yitzhar or daughters of Alukah to abide together under one roof, 
Shelter, veneering and cover. 

First of all, citizenry and patriotism need an explanation 
and definition, correct and unequivocal, from philological points 
and linguistic views. Loyalty and civics never spell chauvinism 
and jingoism, the latter terms being but products of ecstatic 
dreamers and imaginative enthusiasts. Narrowness will never 
be praised and self-aggrandizement can win no laurels. Again, 
citizenship does not interchange with nationality, the identity of 
the one would never fuse and amalgamate with the sameness 
of the other. The students of ethnology and savants of anthro- 
pology have never arrived at such a conclusion as yet. There 
are citizens in the United States who are Germans, Frenchmen, 
Scandinavians, and Italians, by their national traits and racial 
tendencies. And there are, likewise, Poles, Slavonians, Ruthen- 
ians and Roumanians in Austro-Hungary, forming integral por- 
tions of the national government. Citizenry and civics must need, 
therefore, turn elesatic and flexible, assuming larger proportions 
and extensive dimensions, and tending toward cosmopolitanism 
and a united brotherhood of mankind. Becoming a citizen of a 
certain country, by birth or adoption, one does not arrogate to 
himself and his close neighbors some peculiar privileges and par- 
ticular sanctions of clannishness, classification and tribalism. 
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The Zionist makes a loyal, faithful and devout citizen 
wherever he chances to live, stay or exist. . He, nevertheless, 
cannot shout Hallelujah to panoramic sights and visionary hallu- 
cinations, at his own expense and detriment, merely denying his 
glorious past, voluminous history and ancient traditions. His 
sacrifical genuflection is, indeed, superfluous and his exuberant 
humiliation is not demanded. The racial vitality and the na- 
tional consciousness of the Jews can never impeach the latter 
in treasonable traits and traitorous designs. Poles in Germany, 
Galicians in Austria, Frenchmen in Canada and Englishmen in 
the United States may, indeed, cause suspicion and foster accu- 
sations from their respective governments, that they, the former 
owners and the quondam possessors of the given territory, may 
conspire and plot for change of tactics and introduction of old 
regime, dominion and sway. Yet, none would stultify himself in 
expressing such notions and propositions. One’s citizenship, by 
birth or adoption, dispels all fears and nullifies all mistrusts. The 
Jews, away from their own land for thousands of years and 
scattered all over the universe, can never give food for such re- 
“flections or pabulum for imaginations of suspicions and accusa- 
tions. The Jews, indeed, are perfectly satisfied with the favor- 
able conditions and constitutional policies of enlightened coun- 
tries and civilized lands, never dreaming of becoming masters, 
tulers or feudal lords in any place, state or dominion. And as 
for Palestine, the native rulers, the Young Turks especially, can 
take good care of themselves, without European or American in- 
terference. Matters may certainly settle between themselves, as 
descendants from the same ancestry, the Semitic race, to the 
fullest satisfaction of all concerned, friend and foe. 

Of course, if a Jewish nation and state is established in 
Palestine, European, American, African and Asiatic Jews may, 
one bright morning, pack up bag and baggage, renounce their 
respective citizenries and join their brethren in the ancestral 
Eretz Israel. But then, citizens of a certain state and subjects 
of a given land are living and thinking \people just the same, 
having rights and liberties of their own to move, travel and settle, 
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wherever they want to, irrespective of neighborly remarks or 
governmental dissatisfactions. And committees have never been 
appointed as yet, in any civilized country and constitutional lands 
to watch and guard, study and propound, observe and behold the 
thoughts and inclinations, ideals and ideas, notions and disposi- 
tions of the respective citizens and the individual members. 
Tradesmen, people of various industries, manufacturing and 
commerce, and men of the professions, arts and crafts, exercise 
their free will and extended opportunities to change calling and 
embark in other vocations and avocations, necessitating, at times, 
the removals from place to place, from province to capital, and 
when these migrations become somewhat expansive and cross 
boundary lines and geographical zones, the persons forming and 
performing these motions and commotions are neither condemned 
nor ostracised. Why, then, should the Jews make exceptions and 
be dubbed traitors for their Zionism, which never implies whole- 
sale movings and massive exodus? It is but an ideal or a notion, 
which may or may not come to pass, speedily or never, in our 
days or in no time. Why not give the dreamers, the visionaries 
and the imaginative minds, the benefit of the doubt, without, 
however, convicting them of crime, felony or misdemeanor be- 
fore these latter atrocities were ever committed? Be reasonable, 
normal and rational, brothers. Have patience, keep cool, quiet 
and tranquil, watch for results and wait for consequences! 


LXXXVI. 
PENINIM YEKORIM 


Editor Hebrew Standard, New York. 

Peninim Yekorim, a collection of sermons, speeches, 
addresses and discourses delivered and given on New Year’s, 
Atonement and Sabbaths of Penitence, Ellul and Memorial, as 
well as on various occasions and different happenings; namely, 
Abrahamic Covenant, Training of the Youth, Instruction of the 
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Law, Zionistic Propaganda, and Sufferings Through the Euro- 
pean War, by Rabbi George Silverstone, incumbent of the United 
Congregations of the Orthodox and Conservative Jews of Wash- 
ington, D. C. (formerly of Belfast, Ireland). 

Of Rabbi Joshua, the son of Hananiah, of Talmudic fame, 
there are numerous stories to the effect of his frequent visits and 
continuous callings to the Roman capital, where he had conver- 
sations and intercourses with members of the royal family, ex- 
plaining their difficulties and solving their problems to the best 
satisfaction and greatest delight, his own trials, troubles and 
tribulations notwithstanding (Taanith f. 7, a; Berachoth f. 28, b). 
Similarly, Rabbi Silverstone is an occasional visitor to the White 
House, being invited to the famous “Golden Wedding” celebrated 
by William H. Taft during his Presidential incumbency, some 
five years ago, and heading and accompanying rabbinical delega- 
tions, time and again, interceding with both, Taft and Wilson, in 
behalf of European co-religionists and Russian sufferers, yet he, 
the rabbi, is constantly occupied with his lucubrations and inves- 
tigations in the fields of exegesis, homiletics and theological 
research, the drudgery and labor of which paying no retributions 
and bringing no rewards—deprivations and abnegations being 
the only compensation and consideration. Though the Rabbis of 
the Talmud maintain that the teaching of the Law is to be 
imparted gratuitously, free of any charges and without any 
payment whatever (Nedarim f. 37, a). But then that was in- 
cumbent upon Moses and gentlemen of his ilk, more divine than 
human, more saintly than secular, and more spiritual than physi- 
cal. In this age of materialism, land of prose and time of 
temptation, Rabbi as well as layman becomes part and parcel of 
the body politic, and must needs partake from terrestrial 
advancement, modern inroads and recent novelties, if not for 
himself, then for members of one’s family, who indeed, lay 
claim on timely beauties and surrounding niceties, which are but 
reduced to first necessities and important commodities. 

Rabbi Silverstone, therefore, is entitled to better recognition, 
and his Peninim Yekorim should, indeed, formi-one of the Lares 
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and Penates of each and every Jewish household, inasmuch as 
there is food for thought and pabulum for reflection for one and 
all at all times and seasons, responding to numerous purposes 
and suitable for multifarious gatherings. 

Your correspondent craves the editorial indulgence for the 
reproduction and the translation of some of the pearls and rubies 
scattered at random in the Peninim Yekorim. In one of his 
speeches appealing for funds to be forwarded to the sufferers 
through the European war, Rabbi Silverstone, among others, 
wonders at the accepted custom in Israel to have the youngest 
member of the family propound to the head a quartet of interro- 
gations, known under the euphonic name of Mah-Nishtaneh, on 
the first nights of Passover, while as a matter of policy this 
process should have progressed on the evenings and mornings of 
the Feast of Tabernacles, when the house is vacated and meals 
are served in tents, sustaining inconvenience and undergoing all 
sorts of hardships and vicissitudes? The reason, the rabbi main- 
tains, is obvious. Israel, turned accustomed to wanderings, 
travelings and pilgrimages, practising these very traits and plights 
for thousands of years, proving beneficial to his temporary hosts 
and helpful to his timely neighbors, at his own expense and 
deterioration, and no Mah-Nishtaneh could be smuggled into the 
Tabernacles’ bill of fare. The reverse, however, constitutes the 
celebration of the Passover. Members of the Israelitic household 
gather around the family tables, partake from culinary delicacies 
and drink sparkling wine to their hearts’ content, fearing no 
intrusion and dreading no invasion, as if the prophetic millen- 
nium had come to pass and the prognosticated Utopia is marching 
through Georgia. 

At such a revolving of the wheel of Jewish affairs small 
wonder, then, that the youngest of the family, thinking and 
imaginative, expresses his astounding surprise with the tradl- 
tional quadrupled puzzles of Mah-Nishtaneh. Here in this 
country of bliss and blessing, with tables full of gastronomic 
food and delicious drinks, almost after the manner and fashion 
of traditional Passover, one is, likewise, apt to repeat the timely 
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and appropriate Mah-Nishtaneh. And in this particular instance 
the reply of “slaves we were to the Pharaohs of Egypt” could 
not satisfy the questioner. Monetary contributions and pecuniary 
offerings to the victims across the Atlantic would certainly help 
both, the giver and the receiver, for “Whoever exercises pity over 
fellow-beings is receiving the proper consideration from the 
Heavenly Father” (Sabbath f. 15, b). 

This will suffice for the present, and in time to come your 
humble servant will pluck some more sweet and. savory fruit 
from the Peninim Yerkorim for the Hebrew Standard. 


LXXXVII. eS eG 


PETER J. SCHWEITZER, ZIONIST (LEADER 3 Asses 
AWAY 


ETER J. SCHWEITZER, chairman of the Jewish National 
, Fund and Palestine Foundation Fund, Treasurer of the 
Zionist Organization of America, Member of the Zionist Execu- 
tive Committee, Member of the Greater Actions Committee of 
the International Zionist Organization and affiliated with many 
other foreign and domestic institutions of philanthropy, education, 
religion and culture, died, in the prime of his life, at the 
comparatively young age of 48, at his home, 270 West End 
Avenue, New York, Monday, November 27, after an unsuc- 
cessful operation performed upon him at the Mount Sinai 
Hospital. 

P. J. Schweitzer was born at Balta, Ukraine, of a wealthy 
and intelligent Jewish family. He received his religious and 
secular education at home, under the tutelage of private instruc- 
tors, the Russian government never having provided any school- 
ing or teaching for its subjects and citizens, paying premiums 
for ignorance and fostering bigotry, superstition and prejudice 


among its sons and daughters, irrespective of,race, color, nation — 
and denomination. 
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Odessa, an erstwhile Ukrainian metropolis, harboring in 
quondam days the so-called New-Russian University, Schweitzer 
went thither, succeeded in his examinations, matriculated at the 
engineering department, qualified in all the details and particulars 
of this branch of science and graduated with honors after con- 
tinuous studies and diligent perusal, traits and tendencies of 
genial students and profound scholars. 

In order to increase his knowledge and augment his wisdom, 
P. J. Schweitzer went to Paris, France, and took additional 
studies at the Sorbonne, one of the famous places of learning 
in the world, reaching his goal and attaining his aim with remark- 
able satisfaction and wonderful delight, and returned home 
pleased and rejoicing. 

Conditions in Russia going from bad to worse, for the Jews 
especially, Schweitzer left the valley of tears, his Russian home, 
for good and came to America in 1905, landing in New York, 
as a matter of course, where he secured employment with the 
local State Bank,- becoming eventually one of its heaviest stock- 
holders and possessing wealth and riches. Being, however, more 
idealistic than materialistic, more poetic than prosaic, and caring 
more for the scientific book than the bank book, having in fact 
made translations in his former days from some of the works and 
writings of George Brandes, the Danish critic, and Dr. Theodore 
Herzl, the father of the Zionist movement, Peter J. Schweitzer 
joined the Zionist ranks, shaped the latter’s destinies, furthered 
the theories, exercised the practices and made Zionism the very 
object of his life, contributing enormous sums of money towards 
the growth and development of the cause, four hundred thousand 
dollars being an approximately rough estimation of his donations 
for various Zionistic ventures. He contributed likewise, large 
amounts of his resources, at all times and seasons, to all good 
causes, cultural, educational, religious and eleemosynary, having 
financed the publication of the Yiddish works of Shalom Asch, 
the noted Jewish playwright and novelist. 

American Jews, like all other Americans, are furnishing, 
indeed, topics for contempt and subjects for scoffing, being 


244 The Coming of Shiloh 


looked upon by both, friend and foe, as tradesmen, money makers 
and dollar worshippers, lacking altruistic ideas and wanting lofty 
ideals; the war, however, put a stop to the universal sneering 
and checked entirely the public ridicule. Sixty-four million dol- 
lars were given by a mere handful of Jews of the United States, 
numbering but three million souls, within a short space of three 
years, to the Joint Distribution Committee, for relief of war and 
pogrom-stricken co-religionists in various continents of the world. 
* Record-breaking philanthropy like this can néver be associated 
with tendencies of greed and traits of sordidness. And Peter J. 
Schweitzer as an individual great philanthropist sheds luster 
indeed on his people and casts glory on Jews of Russian birth 
and nativity. Dispensing charity and helping Zion, Schweitzer 
built his monument. May his soul rest in peace! 


LXXXVIII. 
: PRACTICAL ZIONISM 


HE Zionist pioneers and migrating groups, who took upon 

themselves the task and the burden to colonize Palestine 
and rebuild the ancient ruins, were confronted with numerous 
obstacles and numberless hardships. Somnolence, stagnation and 
inactivities filled the atmosphere of the Holy Land and its imme- 
diate approaches; saints and saintliness usurped the country on 
all sides and directions; celestial appearances and heavenly phe- 
nomena took a permanent hold of the sluggish natives and the 
drowsy inhabitants. 

People of all nations and denominations came to Palestine, 
time and again, as visitors, pilgrims and seekers of curiosities, 
varieties and antiques, some of whom remaining there to spend 
their last days in penance and die on the consecrated soil, in the 
proximity of the holy sepulchres, a medium to reach Paradise 
and enjoy everlasting bliss. The clergy ofall fiations, altruistic 
or treacherous, superstitious or biased, zealous or zealotic, en- 
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couraged these expediences, laying emphatic stress on death and 
its aftermath at the expense of life and the living, and fleecing 
their constituents and followers without mercy or pity. Amidst 
such conditions people assumed but faces of shadows, ghosts 
moving about the streets and the lanes, and Egyptian mummies 
swaying the destinies and the fates of Palestine and the neigh- 
borhood. 

The task for the young enthusiasts and the burden for the 
energetic settlers were hazardous and daring. The reawakening 
of dormant efforts and the renaissance of petrified forces needed 
monetary means, the sources of which the prospective colonists 
were sorely lacking. As Europeans, full of life, education and 
initiative, the immigrants ventured large undertakings, in agri- 
cultural, industrial, commercial and manufacturing lines, which 
must need adequate finance and reserved funds. True, in Orient, 
as well as in any part of the world, there are brokers and bank- 
ers, who might have furnished the necessary amounts and turned 
good Samaritans to the young pioneers; the latter, however, 
abhorred the very idea of selling selves and belongings to feudal 
lords, fiscal agents and impotent mortgagees, who, in cases of 
emergency, would have turned the sharks and monsters that they 
really are, and force the colonists to abandon their fields. Be- 
sides, the interest and usury that these brokers would charge the 
settlers for financing their affairs, might have assumed extensive 
proportions, causing sooner or later the collapse of the venture 
and the failure of the scheme, these misfortunes injuring the 
Palestinean courses and frustrating the Zionistic movement. 

Co-religionists in England came to the rescue of the strug- 
gling settlers at the eleventh hour, instituting the Anglo-Pales- 
tine Company with the sole purpose of assisting all enterprises 
in the Holy Land, at a very nominal charge, advancing sums of 
money to all men of industry, commerce, manufacturing and 
agriculture. The Anglo-Palestine Company opened branches 
and offices in Jerusalem, Hifa, Saffed, Jaffa, Hebron and Bey- 
ruth, is doing a flourishing business and pays dividends to its 
promoters and constituents. The Palestinian offices of the com- 
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pany increased the trade and traffic of the Orient, for which 
particular case the directing managers of the Ottoman Bank 
praised highly the successful work of the company and its 
branches. 

Practical Zionism is responsible, likewise, for the creation 
of the Bezallel school, at the City of Jerusalem, where arts and 
crafts, textile work and carpet weaving, wood carving and 
painting, sculpture and engraving, embroidery and ceramics, give 
continual work to 500 people. 

The Hebrew gymnasium at Jaffa, the polytechnical school 
at Hifa and the Abarbenal library in Jerusalem augur well for 
the furtherance of Zionism and the fostering of the latter’s prin- 
ciples, dogmas and regulations. Practical Zionism carries, in- 
deed, a two-fold mission and a multiplied commission, it dispels 
the Jewish laziness, lethargy and stupidity, manifesting, on the 
other hand, the achievements and accomplishments of the muchly 
maligned movement. 


» 


LXXXIX. 


PROFESSOR DR. SOLOMON SCHECHTER 
PASSES AWAY 


Die SOLOMON: SCHECHTER, President of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, New York, died recently at his 
home, Riverside Drive and 119th Street, at the aged of 68 years, 
surrounded by immediate member of his family. 

The world, in general, and Jews, in particular, lost a pro- 
found scholar, a deep thinker, a great theologian, a brilliant 
writer, an ardent Zionist and an excellent man, whose books, 
pamphlets and newspaper contributions proved sources of infor- 
mation, interest and instruction to thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of men of all nations and denominations. Though a busy 
man, teaching his pupils and preaching to audiences, every now 
and then, in all parts of the country, Dr. Schechter found time 
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to write for papers and periodicals both, in this country and in 
England, in addition to his numerous books, sketches, reviews 
and essays. 

Born in Fakshan, Roumania, in the year of 1847, of ortho- 
dox parents, Schechter received but an elementary religious edu- 
cation at the local Jewish Heder, increasing, however, his mental 
output in the metropolis of Vienna, in the Beth Hamidrash of 
Dr. Adolph Jellinek, Meyer Friedman and Isaac Hirsh Weiss. 
The latter’s methods of investigation and research appealed to 
Schechter considerably. He soon adopted a similar course and 
republished the Midrash Rabba, Aboth d’Rabbi Nathan and a 
score of books of a similar kind and an identical nature. 

Like Phinehas of the Pentateuchal fame, who was. never 
recognized at home, his descriptive portion and chronicled sec- 
tion being assigned for the Sabbath following the fasting day of 
the seventeenth of Tamuz, a period of mourning and a season 
of lamentations, yet on all the Holy Days and Festive times of 
Tabernacles, Passover, Pentecost, New Year and Atonement, as 
well as the New Moons, Phinehas appears on the scenic surface, 
as the triumphing hero and the glorious victor, Schechter, too, 
despised and ignored at home, looms up on the forefront in 
England, where he becomes reader in Rabbinics at the Cam- 
bridge University. His usefulness and learning were soon 
felt and recognized by international scholars and universal 
savants, and degrees of Master and Doctor were conferred upon 
him as tributary homages for his yeoman work in the vineyard of 
culture and literature. Studies mm Judaism, Critical Reviews of 
Israel Baal Shem, Elijah of Vilno and Nachman Krochmal and 
other works of literary value raised Schechter high above his 
English contemporaries. Jealous of English scholarship and 
wishing to out-Herod Herod, American Jews induced Schechter 
to quit his English professorial chair, offering him a cathedra in 
Philadelphia, at the establishment of the Graetz College. Staying 
here but a short while, Schechter left both, the college and the 
country, for obvious reasons, and returned to England to his 
former place in Cambridge. Fate, apparently, would have 
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Schechter both, live and die in this country, and the reorganiza- 
tion of the Jewish Theological Seminary of New ‘York, after the 
demise of its founder, Dr. Sabbato Morias of Philadelphia, the 
Professors Rabbi Dr. Bernard Drachman, Rabbi Dr. Henry 
Pereira Mendes and Rabbi Joshua Joffe contemplated the bring- 
ing of Dr. Solomon Schechter to preside at the Seminary, further 
its causes and lead its destinies. 

The lack of funds and the want of men to turn instrumental 
in the movement caused some considerable delay, the promoters 
and the workers turning somewhat discouraged and becoming 
downcast for fear of the Seminary’s extinction and its entire 
dissipation. But then at the eleventh hour, Mr. Jacob Schiff, the 
American Maecenas, came to the rescue, turning thus the good 
Samaritan. He endowed the institution liberally, invested very 
large sums of money in building the house for the seminary 
which may rival with any institution of this kind throughout the 
longitude and latitude of the land. Mr. Schiff, moreover, under- 
took to pay Schechter a princely salary for the rest of his life, 
assuming as the latter would the presidency of the Seminary. 
And so, we behold Schechter coming to America, once again, in 
the year 1902, bringing a host of professors with him, namely 
Dr. Louis Ginsberg, Dr. Israel Friedlander, Dr. Alexander Marx 
and Dr. Joseph Jacobs, who, indeed, shed lustre on the seminary 
and cast glory upon the new world. Schechter and his galaxy 
of associates took to their work with zeal and ardency, and for 
the thirteen years of their activities the world is the richer for 
having one hundred Rabbis of American training and modern 
education ministering to the spiritual needs and religious wants 
of their co-religionists in the United States, Canada, Jamaica 
and England, the London Chief Rabbi, Dr. Joseph Hertz, being 
a product of the New York Seminary. 

Like his Maker, Dr. Schechter never slept nor slumbered. 
He visited the Orient, time and time again, and at Cairo, Egypt, 
he discovered a supposed museum or Genisa, the books and man- 
uscripts of which turned by his master hant.into pearls and 
rubies, one of which, the Proverbs of the Son of Sirach, proved 
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to be the very original writings of the author who flourished 
more than 2,000 years ago, its translations becoming substituting 
supterfuges, all this great while. Solomon Schechter, like King 
Saul of old, towered above his people from his shoulders and 
upwards, his features were angelic, his face patriarchic and his 
beard flowing. “The demised sage can never be replaced” 
(Horioh 13, a). May his soul rest in peace! 


XC. 
PSALMODIC DEMONSTRATION AT JERUSALEM 


HE American methods of expressing one’s dissatisfaction 

by public processions and open-air gatherings, interesting 
this wise universal sympathy and stamping thus the oppressors 
as cruel and ruthless, this American custom, it appears, spread 
widely, expanded extensively and furthered the cause, here, 
there and everywhere, intersecting boundary lines, passing coun- 
tries and continents, spheres and atmospheres, glacial regions 
and torrid zones, and crossing oceanic depths, watery walls and 
aquatic divisions, gaining, likewise, a foothold in Jerusalem, the 
ancient capital of David and Solomon of Scriptural fame and 
Biblical repute. 

Trans-Atlantic periodicals deliberate to considerable extents 
upon a public demonstration that took effect very recently in the 
Holy City. People of the Jewish persuasion, men, women and 
children, of all stations, ages, classes, ranks and files, participated 
in the parade, marching through the prominent streets and pop- 
ular avenues to the Mount of Olives, where a halt was called, 
prayers conducted, dirges declaimed and Psalmodies recited, 
accompanied by tears, moans, mournings and lamentations. The 
reasons were obvious and the causes ostensible. Iconoclastic, 
destructive and horrible, an archaeological Society ventured the 
task of unearthing historical records, primitive documents and 
old monuments, treasured and preserved, as these antiquities are, 
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in the montainous incline, Temple cavities and the close ap- 
proaches to the Omar Mosque. There is a rumor current to the 
effect of these defilements and desecrations of the sanctified 
places going on with unusual hastiness and unprecedented quick- 
ness, the Parisian scholar and pundit ‘of the famous Rothschild 
dynasty and Monsieur Antebi, representative of the local schools 
of the Alliance Israelite Universelle, financing and countenancing 
the irreligious movements and the sacrilegious undertakings. 
Moreover, excavations and diggings being conducted for quite a 
while, resulted in the exploration and finding of human bones 
and other objects, proving parts and parcels of the dead and 
demised. The places visited by the explorers and archaeologians 
appear to encompass and enclose within their limits and bound- 
aries the detention house of King Ossiahu, the monumental 
edifice of Absalom and the sepulchre of prophet Zechariah, the 
remnants and relics discovered by the excavators belonging, un- 
doubtedly, to those distinguished celebrities, each of whom having 
suffered enough in the courses of their respective lives and dur- 
ing their tragic stay and melodramatic existence in this world of 
misery and wretchedness, in days of old and times of yore. 
Ossiahu leaving a record of righteousness, piety and devotion; 
Zechariah turning sacrifice for no cause, reason, text or pretext, 
by the machinations and plottings of a bureaucratic clique, 
prompting his execution, punishment and death, without any 
sufficient ground and proficient impeachment; while Absalom, 
scheming the usurpation of the throne and the dastardly act of 
patricide, was pardoned and forgiven by his very father, the 
merciful King, the noble ruler and the sweet singer in Israel. 
Small wonder then that their descendants and offsprings, 
Jews and Jewesses of Jerusalem, revolted against the ill-treat- 
ment of their illustrious ancestors and the defamation of the 
remains of their glorious progenitors, expressing their disgust, 
reluctance and sorrow in parades, marches, services and declam- 
ations, added and augmented by the display of Hossannas and 
the exhibition of palm branches, the latter.traits and tendencies 
being peculiarly demonstrated by the Yemenite Jews, whose men 
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and women swell the numbers of Palestinian settlements, con- 
tinuously, owing to economic conditions and domestic disabilities, 
that turned oppressive and proved barbaric through governmen- 
tal changes, political altercations and federal alterations, the 
Wandering Ahasuerus always making the target, victim, prey, 
spoil and scapegoat for native shootings and local plunder. The 
Turkish police, however, checked the demonstration and dis- 
persed the participants, depriving this wise the Jews from their 
only liberty. 


XCI. 
RABBI ABRAHAM ISAAC KOOK IN NEW YORK 


ABBI ABRAHAM I. KOOK of Jerusalem, Palestine, who 

came to America recently to convey the message of the Lord 
and His Law, emanating as they are, according to both, Isaiah 
and Micah, from Zion and Jerusalem, is indeed one of the 
greatest, if not the greatest Rabbinical authority of our genera- 
tion, succeeding, likewise, in the incarnation and personification 
of the erstwhile Nassi, former Naggid and whilom Reish-Gelu- 
tha, the abolition of these titles and vestures notwithstanding. 

Born in the town of Greeva, Courland, at present a portion 
of the Latvian statelet, formerly of the Baltic provinces, under 
Russian domination, he was proclaimed a Talmudic genius before 
he ever reached his teens. As a student of the Wolozhin Yesh- 
ibah, some sort of a Jewish Yale university, he rose mentally, 
culturally, religiously and intellectually above his mates mag- 
nificently high, at the expense, however, of his physical structure 
and at the detriment of his muscular development, as a matter 
of common course and proper effect. At the age of 17, A. I. 
Kook wrote and published a book on homiletics, which turned 
popular with all circles and concerns, laic and rabbinic. At 18, 
he was made Rabbi of a Lithuanian town with a considerable 
Jewish population, after which he became Rabbi of the city of 
Buisk, a flourishing place in Latvia, in the course of which rab- 
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binic administrations and ecclesiastic ministrations Rabbi Kook 
turned famous in the rabbinical world. | 

Having married the daughter of Elijah David Teomim, who 
went to Palestine and was made associate Rabbi to Samuel 
Salant, Chief-Rabbi of Jerusalem, some 25 years ago, Abraham 
I. Kook departed from his place of exile and went to the Holy 
Land to join his father-in-law in Jerusalem. His fame preced- 
ing, A. I. Kook was made Rabbi of the Jewish colonies, which 
were undergoing then the process of formation. 

Kind-hearted and good-natured, Rabbi Kook soon won the 
interest and appreciation of the Jews in general and his flock in 
particular, his name became proverbial and his treatment of his 
kinsmen turned an object for copy and specimen for emulation, 
and when the incumbent of the Jaffa rabbinate, Rabbi Naphtali 
Hertz, joined his fathers in the great beyond, A. I. Kook was 
given charge of the Jews of the latter city, in addition to his 
colonial custody; continuing his dispensing of goodness and his 
disseminating of generosity, for one and all, as heretofore, irre- 
spective of age, station, class or rank. 

‘ Extremely pious and intensely religious, he is neither fanatic 

nor bigotted, allowing singular discount for the young and the 
modern, exercising leniency for the tillers of the ground and the 
impious pioneers, the so-called Halutzim, and repeatedly quoting 
the Talmudical saying of “He that settles in the land of Israel 
and speaks the Holy Tongue is assured of his portion in the 
world above” (Shekels iii, 3), stressing, in augmentation, the 
forgiving and forgetting of former transgressions and previous 
iniquities. 

In the summer of 1914, Rabbi Kook went to Europe to 
participate in a Rabbinic International Conference. and could not 
return home to Palestine because of the World War that over- 
took all civilized nations. In London, where he was stranded, 
Abraham I. Kook was made Rabbi of the influential Jewish Con- 
gregation of Mahasikei Hadath, which honored position he 
accepted with the conditioned stipulation of severing his connec- 
tion with the Mahasikei as soon as hostilities were over and peace 
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was restored, once again, when he would return to Palestine and 
resume his charges of Jaffa and the colonies. The Palestinian 
Jews, however, neither slept nor slumbered and as soon as Eng- 
land entered the Holy Land, a movement started in Jerusalem 
to notify the London authorities to release Rabbi Kook and let 
him go back to the rabbinate of the Palestinian metropolis. 
And then the trouble began in earnest, the colonies claiming 
Rabbi Kook as their own, almost having a mortgage on him; 
while the Jerusalemic Jews maintained that the metropolis should 
have been given predilection over the province and its rural 
accessories. It goes without saying that Jerusalem turned tri- 
umphant and became the incumbency of Rabbi Kook to the 
reluctance and chagrin of Jaffa and its colonial tributaries. 


XCII. 


RABBI DR. ABRAHAM HIRSCH ERSHLER PASSES 
AWAY 


R. ABRAHAM HIRSCH ERSHLER, Rabbi. of Syna- 

gogue Ahabath Hesed Anshei Shavel, 322 Bainbridge St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., died at his home, 515 South Ninth St., that 
city, on Saturday, November 11th, at the age of 50, after a 
lingering illness. 

Abraham H. Ershler was born in the city of Neustadt, prov- 
ince of Kovno, Russia. At an early age, young Ershler displayed 
remarkable talents and his desire for study was phenomenal in 
those days. After going through a process of Heders and pre- 
paratory schools in his home town, Abraham was sent to the 
seminaries and Yeshibaths of Mir and Woloshin, graduating 
from the latter with the Rabbinical diploma, at the age of 20. 
He also learned and studied secular science and acquired the 
knowledge of numerous tongues both, classic and modern, at 
one time having cherished an idea of becoming a present day 
Aesculapius, after the manner and fashion of his predecessors in 
mediaeval Spain, namely, Maimonides, Sabbati Denulo, Jehuda 
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Halevi and their innumerable disciples. Family affairs and Jew- 
ish disabilities in the land of the Muscovite thwarted, however, 
the aspirant’s ideas, because of which, disappointed and dissatis- 
fied, the young Rabbi arrived in this country of ours, some 
twenty-three years ago, settling in the City of Brotherly Love, 
becoming one of its spiritual leaders and taking an interest in 
local institutions of education, philanthropy and Zionism. Though 
the Rabbi of the Bainbridge Street Synagogue, Dr. Ershler 
preached in other temples, in his home city, as well as in Harris- 
burg, Pa.; Cleveland, O.; Wilmington, Del.; Brooklyn,’ N. Y., 
and Camden, N. J. In the latter place, the writer, as incumbent 
of the local pulpits, formed Rabbi Ershler’s friendship and inti- 
macy, calling on him and visiting his house, whenever the occa- 
sion rendered it possible. 

The demised Rabbi was indeed a bookworm, being literally 
surrounded by hundreds of pamphlets and thousands of books, 
reading and perusing them continually, his onerous duties and 
manifold obligations to his parishioners, charges, pupils and 
townsmen notwithstanding. The observer could always find the 
Rabbi standing before his desk in his cozy library, having a score 
of volumes and tomes, the open pages of which reminded one of 
the tower of Babylon with its confusion of languages and con- 
glomeration of lingos. French, German, Russian and English 
were there fairly represented, on a par with Latin, Chaldean, 
Syriac and Hebrew. Of the latter’s peculiar idioms and singular 
phrases, Ershler was the genius incarnate, a flowing exposition 
of which one may behold in your correspondent’s translations of 
the Scriptural Books of Daniel and Ezra, the demised Rabbi’s 
indorsement appending the book. 

In contradistinction to his mental opulence and _ spiritual 
wealth, Rabbi Ershler felt, time and again, material wants and 
substantial shortcomings, his income and fees hardly covering 
the family’s needs and necessities. Added to these deplorable 
conditions, the Rabbi’s constant studies and continuous over- 
work caused his ill-health and the last few yeags were spent in 
bed, under the care of the physician, 
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A widow and six children survive the Rabbi; three of his 
offspring living in Cleveland, Ohio, one of whom is practicing 
medicine. 

The Rabbi’s funeral was one of the greatest functions 
Phiiladelphia has ever seen, almost fully twenty-five thousand 
people participating in the procession. Leaving the house on 
South Ninth Street, the remains were taken to the Synagogue 
on Bainbridge Street, preceded by all the pupils of the local 
Hebrew schools, chanting Psalmodies throughout the long 
march. Rabbis Moses M. Rivkind and Leon H. Elmaleh of the 
Kesher Israel and Mikveh Israel shrines, respectively, conducted 
memorial services there ; after which functions the bier proceeded 
to Kesher Israel Synagogue, on Lombard Street, where the 
obsequies were performed by more Rabbis and lay friends of the 
deceased. The Rabbi found his final resting place in the Har 
Nebo Cemetery, amidst shedding of tears and bitter lamentations, 
emanating as these did from thousands of people. 

More memorials and eulogies will be delivered both, in 
Philadelphia and in other cites by Rabbis and friends of the 


expired Rabbi, your humble servant included. May the soul of 
Rabbi Hershler rest in peace! 


XCIII. 
RABBI DR. ADOLH M. RADIN PASSES AWAY 


Editor Star-Independent, Harrisburg, Pa. 

With deep sorrow and profound regret your correspondent 
read in last Friday’s edition of the Star-Independent of the un- 
timely demise of Dr. Adolph M. Radin, Jewish chaplain of the 
State prisons and Rabbi of the People’s Synagogue, New York. 

Dr. Radin was born in the year 1848 in the city of Neu- 
stadt, the province of Suvalk, in Russian Poland. — Follow- 
ing traditional customs and domestic habits, young Adolph had 
been put through a course of local Heders, after which he was 
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sent to Woloshin, the erstwhile Jewish Mecca, for advanced 
studies in the Yeshibah, or theological institution. 

It goes without saying that the instruction was Jewish, reli- 
gious and Talmudic, pure and simple. As that portion of the 
Muscovite empire chanced to approach the German frontier, some 
modern tendencies, enlightened atmospheres and new ideas have 
been smuggled into benighted Neustadt, to the delight and satis- 
faction of some and the chagrin and reluctance of others. 

Equipped with Talmudic lore and armed with Biblical eru- 
dition, Adolph M. Radin crossed the border at the age of nine- 
teen, landed in Koenigsberg, and matriculated at the university. 
After three years’ study he was given his Ph.D. degree. For a 
time he devoted his natural gifts to journalism, becoming editor 
of the Grenzbote, a German periodical, and contributing exten- 
sively to Hebrew weeklies. He, however, abandoned literature 
and adopted the ministry as his life’s calling. 

In the latter capacity he served some three congregations in 
Germany. Later he was called to Lodz, a manufacturing center 
of ‘Poland. During the influx of the Russian immigration to 
this country in the eighties of the last century, Dr. Radin was 
called to assume the incumbency of the Children of Israel Con- 
gregation in Elmira, N. Y. Having served his constituency for 
four years he was extended an invitation to Gates of Hope 
synagogue, New York. 

Dr. Gustave Gottheil, of a blessed memory, one of the 
leading reform Rabbis in the metropolis, was instrumental in the 
creation of a Jewish chaplainship in the State’s penal institutions, 
and the introduction of Dr. Radin as the incumbent. 

Later, when Gates of Hope was disbanded, Dr. Radin was 
made Rabbi of the People’s Synagogue, which was instituted at 
the Educational Alliance, East Broadway and Jefferson Street, 
by Dr. Gottheil of Temple Emanuel, Fifth Avenue and Forty- 
third Street, and his Sisterhood, the Auxiliary of the Temple. 


He was an eloquent and forceful speaker in both, German 
and English, and was very popular with the recent immi- 
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grants as well as with the native Americans, owing to his fluent 
mastery of numerous tongues. Dr. Radin’s love for the poor 
brother and his devotion to the indigent kinsman were marvelous. 
In fact he conducted a regular employment bureau where men 
and women of all sorts and conditions came in quest of employ- 
ment from the early hours of the morning until late at night. 
Radin’s Bureau differed in this respect from other agencies that 
instead of charging fees for positions secured, the kind and sym- 
pathetic Rabbi had to pay out from his own pocket, on frequent 
occasions, money. for food, lodging, tools and implements for 
applicants. : 

Now Lodz and Bialystok being both manufacturing and 
industrial cities of Poland, it is but natural for their respective 
Jewish intelligent residents to know each other, because of which, 
the Jews from Bialystok permanently located in New York 
would invite Dr. Radin, time and again, to address their meet- 
ings, and at the amalgamation of the various Bialystok Societies 
into one unit, in order to form the Synagogue of Beth Haknes- 
seth Anshei Bialystok, in 1905, a mass-meeting was held at the 
People’s Synagogue, Dr. Radin being the principal speaker, fol- 
lowed, likewise, by your humble servant. 

Although a staunch adherent to reform, the platform of 
which inculcates the denial of a personal Messiah and the aboli- 
tion of a Palestinian regeneration, Adolph M. Radin recently 
joined the Zionistic ranks, participating in its deliberations and 
diffusing these philosophies. 

“Requiescat in pace’ (Isaiah xi, 10). 


XCIV. 
RABBI DR. EMIL G. HIRSCH PASSES AWAY 


R. EMIL G. HIRSCH, one of the greatest Reform Rabbis 
of America, died a few months ago at his home, 4608 
Drexel Boulevard, Chicago, at the age of 72 years. Emil G. 
Hirsch was born at the city of Luxemburg, Germany, on May 
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22, 1851. His father was a Rabbi of note, ministering at various 
cities both, in Europe and America. As a son of a rabbi it was 
but natural for young Hirsch to follow the paternal course and 
pursue rabbinical studies, which he started at an early age and 
continued after the family came to America, in 1865, at the com- 
paratively young age of 14. 

Of brilliant attainments and wonderful perception, Emil G. 
Hirsch entered the University of Pennsylvania, soon after he 
landed on these shores, and graduated with honors and distinc- 
tion. He returned to Germany, once again, and took additional 
courses at the Universities of Leipsig and Berlin, for secular 
subjects and scientific matters, matriculating, likewise, at the 
Rabbiner Hochschule of Berlin, for Jewish wisdom and rabbinic 
material. 

Having obtained both, his philosophical doctorate and his 
rabbinical authorization, he came back to America, at the age of 
25, and became rabbi in Baltimore, Louisville and New York, 
successfully. He finally secured Temple Sinai of Chicago, the 
second of import in the land, and ministered to its congregation 
for fully 43 years, to the end of his days. But his rabbinical 
activities and ministerial doings were not concentrated within the 
portals of his Temple and the gates of his Synagogue only. Dr. 
Hirsch made his presence felt in every nook and corner of this 
great and glorious country of ours. 

Of a militant nature and a belligerent character, Emil G. 
Hirsch turned indeed a force for inspiration and a source of 
aspirations. Like his Maker, the God of the universe, of whom 
the rabbis say, that He created multifarious worlds only to have 
them destroyed and rebuilt again (Genesis Magnum ix, 2), so Dr. 
Hirsch, too, would appear at a Zionistic meeting at one night, 
encouraging the promoters, praising the leaders and pleading 
with the auditors and listeners to join the ranks, contribute their 
shares and support the movement, because of the Jewish origin 
being but Palestine and the Jewish goal, aim, scope, strivings and 
aspirations should go eastward; only to attend an anti-Zionistic 
gathering, the next evening, where he would>pour sulphur and 
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brimstone upon the heads of the Zionist movement, accusing them 
of high treason and calling them pseudo-Messiahs, modern Sab- 
batat Zebis and all sorts of epithets of doubtful derivation and 
ambiguous resources. 

Dr. Hirsch was extremely for reform, having banished the 
Scrolls of the Mosaic Law from the Ark of Sinai Temple, sus- 
taining, apparently, his iconoclastic innovation by the proverbial 
command of “Bind them upon thy heart continually, tie them 
about thy throat” (Proverbs vs. 21), which is but metaphoric 
and figurative, the heart and the mind being merely wanted to 
remember the Law and study the rules. Similarly, the deposited 
Law in the Synagogal Ark, hidden from view and concealed 
behind portals and portiers, the Mosaic Scrolls prove useless and 
ineffective. But then, the Orthodox and Conservative Syna- 
gogues make indeed public expositions and continuous demonstra- 
tions of the Scrolls and the Law, during divine services, on Mon- 
days, Thursdays, Sabbaths and Festivals, when appropriate 
selections and assigned portions are chanted and recited by the 
ministers for the spiritual benefit and religious instruction of 
the worshippers. However, rumor had it, that at the reconstruc- 
tion of Sinai Temple, recently, Dr. Hirsch repented and had the 
Scrolls re-entered in the Ark, though silence prevailed concern- 
ing the recital and cantilation of the portions and the passages. 

Dr. Hirsch was also professor of Semitics and Hebrew at 
the Chicago University, was the editor of the Reform Advocate 
and the possessor of numerous degrees from various colleges, 
here and abroad, and with his demise the mantle of Elijah falls 
on Dr. Stephen S. Wise. May Hirsch’s soul rest in peace! 


XCV. 
RABBI DR. ISAAC RUELF OF MEMMEL 
EMMEL, a city in dispute between Germany and the 


newly formed Lithuania, is certainly cosmopolitan, more 
or less, because of its geographical location and physical posi- 
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tion, situated on the border line ; but then, there is the everlasting 
problem and the perpetual complication of right and might, who 
shall succeed? German culture, literature, intellect and integrity 
foster, indeed, virtue and righteousness, and beckon to the people 
to remain loyal and faithful to German sovereignty and Teutonic 
dominion; while Lithuanian impudence, nerve and rudeness, 
backed by mighty France, allure the inhabitants into seeking the 
sceptre and increasing the authority of the newly revived State, 
promising millennial prospects and a golden future. 

Anti-Semitic, as one of these countries continually is, and 
semi-Barbaric as the other one indulges to be, it is but left for 
the Jews to turn neutral, parade under their own banner and 
force the recognition of Minority Rights. Rights for the Jews 
are certainly flexible, ramifying and far-reaching, including as 
they do the love of God, of the neighbor, of the poor and needy, 
rendering help and assistance to the unfortunate and miserable, 
spreading knowledge and furthering religion among brethren and 
kinsmen. 

. More than any other co-religionists, the Jews of Memmel are 
following the mentioned traits and stated tendencies, because of 
Rabbi Isaac Ruelf, who ministes in that city for fully 40 years, 
extending his activities and performing his administrations, far 
and wide, in all sides and directions, in Germany, his native 
country, and in neighboring Lithuania, then under Russian sway, 
disregarding political divisions and national separations. 

Born in 1831, in a small village, in Hessen Darmstadt, Isaac 
Ruelf received in his childhood neither Jewish nor secular edu- 
cation, the rural environments badly lacking the desired oppor- 
tunities. Ignorant and illiterate, his father managed, neverthe- 
less, to read the Hebrew prayers and chant Scriptural Psalmo- 
dies, and when Isaac’s thirteenth birthday came, the time for the 
Jewish youngster’s Confirmation, young Ruelf never knew more 
of his ancestral religion than the neighboring peasant boys, 
although his father initiated him into the practice of the binding 
and winding the phylacteries upon his left arm and between his 
eyes, with the utterance of the assigned graces for that particular 


Rabbi Dr. Isaac Ruelf of Memmel 261 


performance, as finishing touches; never bothering about the 
meaning of the benedictions or the significance of the sacred 
charms. 

In the course of time, there came and settled some more 
Jews in the village, and by combined forces and joint efforts a 
Hebrew instructor was engaged to teach the children the rudi- 
ments of Hebrew and the elements of religion. After receiving 
this domestic teaching for two years, Isaac Ruelf went to the 
nearest town of Gudensbeg, where he matriculated at the local 
Yeshibah, taking to the study and perusal of the Talmud and 
its numerous addenda. He studied hard and diligently, days and 
nights, for fully three years, sleeping but very little and denying 
himself all earthly pleasure and worldly recreation, making up 
for lost time and pursuing a Rabbinic advice in this singular 
instance. Having absorbed the Talmudic profoundities and the 
Rabbinic intricacies to remarkable dimensions and wonderful 
degrees, Isaac Ruelf embarked on the shores of secular learning 
and the modern sciences, and although up to that time, a youth 
of 18 summers, he never knew the alpha of the one and the 
omega of the other, he made marvelous strides in the course of 
but two years, at the end of which he passed a successful exami- 
nation and was given an instructor’s position at one of the local 
public schools. A teacher through the day, he remained a pupil 
at night, just the same, gaining wisdom and acquiring knowledge 
continually, passing another examination, after the elapse of 
three years, and entering the university of Magdeburg, for the 
pursuing of courses in philosophy, ethics and psychology. There, 
his marvelous diligence, continuous studies and deep profoundity 
attracted the attention of the professors, who provided for his 
maintenance and support, during his student days, so as to 
enable him to devote all the time for learning and study, never 
caring for the necessities and commodities of living and exist- 
ence. While pursuing secular wisdom, Isaac Ruelf kept up his 
Talmudic exercises right along, adding rather luster to his glory 
and pondering, likewise, on the Codices and the Responsive lit- 
erature, imbibing the truth and theories of the latter as well. 
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And simultaneously with his receiving of the philosophical doc- 
torate from the university, Isaac got his rabbinical ordinance 
from authoritative and authorized Rabbis. He, wrote and pub- 
lished there and then a book on philosophy, which created a stir 
in the world of letters and literature. He became soon after 
Rabbi of Memmel, proving, however, more laic than rabbinic, 
more terrestrial than celestial, more practical than theoretical, 
more material than mental and more physical than metaphysical. 
Memmel, situated on the Lithuanian frontier, it turned indeed 
some sort of a Mecca to thousands of Jews, who flocked thither 
for commercial purposes and industrial expeditions, lacking as 
most of them did, means for one and wanting media for the 
other, the mind and the brains being pressed into active service 
as substitutes and subterfuges for missing funds and absent 
sources. But attempts and endeavors of such a nature would 
fall flat and prove disastrous in many instances, causing the 
venturers and adventurers considerable anguish and painful dis- 
appointment. Then calling on the Rabbi would make the best 
panacea and the surest cure. 

Dr. Ruelf is the greatest social worker imaginable, work- 
ing literally every day of the week with an additional one or 
two watches of the nights in behalf of struggling Jews and 
suffering co-religionists, buying stock for some, guaranteeing the 
honesty of others, paying debts, indorsing notes, and performing 
many another act of benevolence and charity. He joined all 
Jewish institutions, Zionism inclusive, and was a friend and 
admirer of Dr. Herzl, contributing occasionally to the latter’s 
Welt, and editing the daily Memmler Dampfobote. 


ACVI. 
RABBI DR. JOSEPH KRAUSKOPF PASSES AWAY 
D R. JOSEPH KRAUSKOPF, rabbi of the Reform Temple 


Kennesseth Israel, Philadelphia, and president of the 
National Farm School, Doylestown, Pa., died, Tuesday, June 12, 
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at the age of sixty-five years, at Atlantic City, after a lingering 
illness. 

Born at Ostrow, a little town in East Prussia, Joseph Kraus- 
kopf came to these shores with his parents, at the age of fourteen 
years, going then to work in a shop, at Fall River, Mass., for 
an insignificant wage, helping this way, the newly-arrived family 
to establish itself and build a home, slowly but surely. 

Mentally bright and studiously inclined, the young German 
was never pleased with the sordid prospects and doubtful per- 
spectives of barter and trade, and one bright morning, he took 
a trip to Cincinnati, where Dr. Isaac M. Wise was planning the 
introduction and institution of the Hebrew Union College, a 
place of instruction for young men as teachers, preachers and 
guides for growing Israel in this country of bliss and blessing. 

Joseph Krauskopf proved a diligent student and a willing 
worker, absorbing both rabbinic knowledge and secular wisdom, 
with wonderful perception and marvelous intuition, turning 
indeed an incentive to others to follow suit, become ambitious, 
pursue the rabbinate and aspire for the pulpit. 

Being one of the first graduates of the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege, with distinctive titles and meritorious degrees, Dr. Kraus- 
kopf shed continual lustre upon his Alma Mater and cast glory 
on the Cincinnati college, all through his checkered, useful and 
influential life. Ministering to one of the greatest and most 
important Jewish congregations of the United States, numbering 
twelve hundred people in its membership, Dr. Joseph Krauskopf 
devoted, likewise, considerable time to social work, eleemosynary 
ventures, philanthropic enterprises, Zionist activities, journalistic 
contributions and literary undertakings, working constantly with 
zeal and fervency in God’s vineyards for the good causes and 
their better effects, his entire days, as well as the first watches 
of the nights. And when a drive was made for an endowment 
fund for the Hebrew Union College, for the raising of a half 
million dollars, Dr. Krauskopf travelled far and wide, sounded 
the clarion call, preached and lectured in scores of pulpits and 
tribunals in behalf of the fund. 
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The National Farm School at Doylestown, recognized by 
the United States Government as one of. the best agricultural 
institutions of the land, having survived its parent-institution, the 
Baron Hirsch Agricultural School at Woodbine, N. J., is the 
creation of Dr. Joseph Krauskopf, an everlasting monument to 
the ingenious rabbi. [ts innumerable graduates, who occupy 
responsible and lucrative positions in various sections of the 
country, will never forget their benefactor. 

The name of Joseph Krauskopf frequently wielded, indeed, 
force and influence all throughout the United States and the 
neighboring Dominion of Canada, his addresses and speeches 
being eagerly awaited by numerous men and numberless women 
in various cities and numerous towns both, Jews and Gentiles, 
flocking to get his messages. He was not only a Philadelphia 
rabbi or a Pennsylvania minister, he was claimed by all the States 
and the whole country as their own Krauskopf, and when the 
pioneers in Alaska celebrated their national festivities, some fif- 
teen years ago, Dr. Krauskopf was invited to come all the way 
from the city of Brotherly Love to address the Alaskan ranchmen 
and share their rejoicing, success and advancement. 

At home, in Philadelphia, Krauskopf sought out the needy, 
the wretched, the poor and the unfortunates so as to extend them 
aid; visiting the slums, interviewing the inhabitants, preventing 
the children from turning wayward or miscreant, and procuring 
employment for the parents when such was wanted, saving thus 
the police and magistrates trouble and inconvenience. 

There was a time when Dr. Krauskopf was against the 
Zionist movement, but having visited Tel-Aviv, the town found- 
ed by Jewish pioneers in Palestine, the streets of which may 
challenge those of Philadelphia or any other American or Euro- 
pean modern city, he changed his mind and joined the cause, 
subscribing to its issues and swelling its funds. May his soul 
rest in peace! 


Rabbi Dr. Philip Klein 265 


XCVII. 
RABBI DR. PHILIP KLEIN PASSES AWAY 


ABBI DR. PHILIP KLEIN, the incumbent of the Ohev 

Zedek Congregation, worshipping at the magnificent Syna- 
gogue, on 116th Street, New York, departed his life for better 
quarters, recently, at the age of 75. Born at Baracska, Hungary, 
in 1849, he received his early training both, secular and Jewish, 
at home, from his father, Mr. Herman Klein, who was both, 
a pious Jew and a Talmudic scholar. In the course of time, 
Philip was sent to the Yeshibah in Pressberg, attending there, 
likewise, the local Gymnasium, graduating from the latter insti- 
tution with honor and distinction. 

Continuing the studies of the Talmud, the Codices and the 
Responsa, Philip Klein never neglected his secular knowledge 
and scientific wisdom, going from strength to strength and at- 
tending regularly the sessions at the universities of Vienna and 
Berlin, receiving his philosophical doctorate from the latter 
Temple of Minerva. 

Having received, likewise, his rabbinical ordinance, Dr. 
Klein became the Rabbi of Libau, one of the noted cities of the 
Baltic provinces, then under Russian rule. Having absorbed, 
more or less, the German education, culture and refinement, local 
Jews were delighted, indeed, to get a titled Rabbi, which was 
somewhat exceptional in those days among the Jews of Russia, 
who looked with suspicion upon any Jew who went to school 
and university, mingled with Goyim and mastered the native 
tongue, doubting his religiosity and disbelieving his Jewishness. 
Especially, when the individual turned out a Rabbi, there and 
then would be added fuel to the flames and the vital question 
and the burning interrogation of how can a Rabbi defile his 
tongue and pollute his lips by the usage of Goyish speech and 
employment of profane language? Besides, the time passed in 
the study and perusal of these insignificant matter and disgrace- 
ful material, one should rather, have his time devoted to the 
recital of the Bible and ponderance on the Talmud and its 
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numerous and multifarious addenda, means and media of per- 
forming religious functions to the satisfaction of God Almighty 
and the myriads of His ministering angels? 

Neither would the barbaric Muscovite government suffer in 
its midst a German-Jewish scholar, preferring, rather, as it did 
to have its Jewish subjects remain ignorant and illiterate, for ob- 
vious reasons. Extremes certainly meet, because of which Rabbi 
Klein had to quit the unhospitable country and go to America, 
landing in New York, as a matter of common course, where he 
became the Rabbi of Ohev Zedek, ministering to its people for 
thirty years. 

He was given, in the course of time, the help and assistance 
of Dr. Bernard Drachman, Rabbi of the Synagogue Zichron 
Ephraim, who became, likewise, the associate Rabbi, for a con- 
siderable number of years; while Rev. Josef Rosenblatt, the sweet 
singer in Israel, was made the Hazzan of the Synagogue. 

Dr. Klein was not only the Rabbi of New York’s Ohev 
Zedek, he was, in fact, the spiritual leader and the leading spirit 
of all the Orthodox Jewries of America, turning instrumental in 
all and sundry institutions of religion, education, culture, benevo- 
lence, philanthropy and Zionism, foreign and domestic, national 
and international, Palestinian and European; and proving re- 
sponsible for their useful doings and resourceful activities. His 
gates were open continually for wayfarers and visitors, Rabbis 
and laymen, and his pockets as well, helping the needy and 
assisting the poor, at all times and seasons. Your humble ser- 
vant had the pleasure and the privilege of being an intimate 
friend of Dr. Klein, for the last twenty-five years, visiting him, 
time and again, and having his books of Translations and Com- 
mentaries on Daniel and Ezra, and The Psalms Paraphrased, 
translated and commented, indorsed and recommended by Ohev 
Zedek’s incumbent with abundant praises and extensive lauda- 
tions, in a wonderful style and marvelous diction. Rabbi Klein 
is certainly lamented by thousands and tens of thousands of 
kinsmen, rabbinic and lay, your humble sérvant inclusive. May 
his precious soul rest in peace! 
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XCVIII. 
RABBI DR. SAMUEL N. DEINARD PASSES AWAY 


R. SAMUEL N. DEINARD, rabbi of ‘the Reform Con- 

gregation Shaarei Tov of Minneapolis, Minn., died on the 
Day of Atonement, at the comparatively young age of 50 years. 
The span of life allotted by the Psalmist as 70 or 80, the age of 
50 is young, indeed, and making good use of his life for the 
betterment of humanity and improvement of mankind, Dr. 
Deinard’s untimely demise is a universal bereavement and a 
public calamity. 

Born at Jerusalem, Palestine, it was but natural for Deinard 
both, to study the Holy Tongue and to imbibe Jewish nationalism, 
which turned his vide mecum wherever he went, sojourned and 
settled, America inclusive. Coming to America quite young, 
S. N. Deinard diligently undertook the study and perusal of 
English, the language that predominates all the world over, 
without the knowledge of which one can hardly get along in 
Palestine, as well as he would not be able to exist in the United 
States of America. He studied, likewise, at the universities of 
Pennsylvania and Chicago, getting there his B. A. and M. A. 
degrees respectively. 

Being naturally gifted with preaching faculties and oratori- 
cal eloquence, and receiving Jewish instruction from his father 
in the Holy Land of Israel, Deinard became a full-fledged Rabbi 
and was called to minister to the Minneapolis Congregation, 
some twenty years ago. Bookish and studious, he attended 
courses of science and research at the University of Minnesota, 
located as the latter is in the city of Minneapolis, procured the 
doctor’s degree in philosophy and received a professorial chair 
in scientific research. He married a daughter of Ephraim Dein- 
ard, the noted tourist and celebrated author, the latter being 
fortunate in becoming the father-in-law of two more Rabbis, 
namely, Rabbi Alexander Bassel, incumbent of Congregation 
Montifiore, New York, and Dr. Mendel Silber, Rabbi of Con- 
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gregation Gates of Hope and editor of the Jewish Ledger, New 
Oreleans, La., to the columns of which your humble servant con- 
tributes extensively. 

While most of the American Jews divorce themselves from 
the Hebrew tongue and Zionistic aspirations, preferring English 
to antiquarian Hebrew and giving predilection to America over 
ancient Zion, Dr. Deinard remained a true Hebraist and a 
staunch Zionist, and becoming editor of the American Jewish 
World, an English weekly magazine, continually divulged the 
niceties of one and constantly exposed the beauties of the other, 
as paragons and models for emulation and copy. Requiescat in 
pace! (Isaiah xi, 10). 


XCIX. 
RABBI HAYIM MOSES ALICHER PASSES AWAY 


(OME years ago, the writer of this necrology reported for 
the New Bedford Evening Standard, the demise of Rabbi 
Jacob Saul Alicher, of Jerusalem, Palestine, and is sorry to 
make notes now of the departure of the late Rabbi of the Holy 
City, Hayim Moses Alicher, the son of the former Rabbi. Al- 
though H. M. Alicher’s days lengthened considerably, having 
gone to his fathers at the hoary age of 89, the Rabbi’s demise 
will be badly felt, for his activities superseded abundantly the 
performances and ministrations of other men of the clothes. 
whose number is legion in the Holy Land. 

Rabbis Alicher both, father and son, were noted for their 
piety, devotion, acumen and learning among the various sects and 
sections of the Jews of Palestine, Egypt, Turkey and neighboring 
States, their derivation and offspring from the Spanish exiles 
notwithstanding. As a rule, with a few exceptions to prove it, 
there are some prejudices cherished and entertained by the sons 
and daughters of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, atid Sarah, Rebecca, 
Rachel and Leah, making discriminations and forming distinc- 
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tions between Israelite and his brother and Jewess and her sister, 
basing this unsavory contention upon geographical lines and con- 
tinental divisions, the Spanish Jews arrogantly assuming the 
honor of patricians and reducing the other Jews, German and 
Polish especially, to the stage and state of plebians; while the 
latter boast ostentatiously of their abundant knowledge, pro- 
found scholarship and deep thoughts, contemptibly scoffing at the 
Oriental Jews and their simplicity, ignorance and stupidity. But 
the Jerusalemic Rabbis Alicher, father and son, turned excep- 
tional, having been themselves fair-minded and unbiased, lavish- 
ing good fellowship and common brotherhood on Orientals and 
Occidentals, Spanish and Polish alike, and deserving, therefore, 
recognition and acknowledgement as scholars and pundits. 

Hayim Moses Alicher was the recognized spiritual head of 
the Jewish communities of Jerusalem, who pride themselves as the 
scions from the Spanish and Portugese refugees, having left their 
native countries and gone into exile by the edict of King Ferdi- 
nand and Queen Isabella, rulers of Spain, of a gloomy repute, 
under the spell and agitation of inquisitor Thomas Torquemado. 

The Spanish Jews, it must be borne in mind, proved to have 
been of better stock and loftier material, having produced states- 
men, ministers, diplomats, poets, thinkers, philosophers, physi- 
cians and scientists. Spain, under Moorish rule, giving fair 
treatment to its Jews, prospered marvelously; decaying and 
dwindling down into insignificance after the banishment of the 
Jews. Enlightened countries give equality and grant liberty to 
their Jewish subjects and citizens; yet, the newly made states 
could not learn this lesson and would not understand its truth. 

But in the course of time, the Jews sojourning among the 
Mohammedan peoples contracted stupidity and ignorance from 
their stupid and simple hosts, and the word of the Lord and the 
wisdom of the Law will hardly be expounded and exposed by 
men from Jerusalem and women from Zion out of the Spanish 
stock and the Portuguese stem; the recently demised Rabbi 
Alicher, exchanges inform, closes the list of great men of the 
Spanish lineage. 
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The Wailing Wall, the relic of King Solomon’s Temple, 
still attracting thousands and tens of thousands for lamentation 
and weeping, Jerusalemic Jews are certainly masters in mourn- 
ing, wailing and shedding tears profusely both, for the sick and 
the dead, for the continual life of the former on this world and 
for life eternal of the latter in the world above. In these in- 
stances they make no discrimination or distinction between 
Spanish Jews and Polish Israelites, pressing indeed, into 
active services all the Scriptural passages in connection with 
sorrow and sadness, pity and sympathy, passion and compassion. 
Requiescat in pace! (Isaiah xs, 4). 


G. 


RABBI HYMAN BRODSKY AND THE CITY OF 
BIALYSTOK 


Editor Hebrew Standard, New York: 

* Your esteemed journal, in a recent issue, praises the Bialy- 
stok Jews settled in Newark, N. J., for generosity and kindness 
to their townsmen in Poland, having raised the enormous amount 
of $250,000, which they have sent abroad through their Rabbi, 
the Rev. Hyman Brodsky, who undertook the task of going to 
Europe and bringing relief to the unfortunate kinsmen. 

It must be added, that Newark is not alone instrumental in 
the dispatching of the Rabbi and the forwarding of this large 
sum of money, which will swell immensely when converted into 
Polish zloties. Hyman Brodsky is, indeed, the Rabbi of the 
West Kinney Street Synagogue of Newark, but he is just the 
same a New York Rabbi, a Bialystok Rabbi, our Rabbi, 
and the Bialystok Jewish Relief, with headquarters at 
228 East Broadway, New York, issued a call to erstwhile 
townsmen, located in the metropolis and the immediate 
neighborhood, to raise funds for the relief of their kith and kin 
in Bialystok. This being neither the first nor the last time that 
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money for Bialystok unfortunate victims was raised in New 
York and its vicinity and sent to Poland; messengers with mone- 
tary amounts of extensive numbers going there every two 
months, ever since the trouble began. Charitable and benevolen- 
tial, Bialystok Jews and Jewesses shed lustre upon co-religionists 
in America and sacrifice fortunes for the cause of the remnant of 
Israel in Europe, subscribing, in addition, to all local, domestic, 
foreign, national, international, Zionistic and non-sectarian insti- 
tutions. 

Born and raised in Bialystok, your humble servant is cer- 
tainly proud of the noble work and pleased with the good per- 
formances of his townsmen both, at home and abroad. 


Cl. 
RABBI HYMAN BRODSKY IN NEWARK, N. J. 


FTER having dealt with Noah’s ark, through the Penta- 
A teuchal medium of last Saturday’s assignment for the 
synagogal declamation, the writer will crave the indulgence of 
the forbearing readers, venturing to attract their kind attention 
to another ark of a modern design, recent erection and novel 
construction, namely, the city of Newark in the State of New 
Jersey. 

Though the Hebrew Standard has published a book which 
gives a detailed description, a graphic delineation and a full ex- 
planation of the Jews in Newark, their institutions, synagogues 
and places of interest, your correspondent, nevertheless, cherishes 
a notion and manifests an inclination to depict some objects and 
subjects, the existence of which has been entirely ignored. 

The press in general and the Hebrew Standard in particular, 
heaped piles of abuses upon the heads of the Anglo-Jewish dele- 
gation, who bowed before King Alfonso of Spain, during the 
latter’s visit to England, and kissed the folds of his royal gar- 
ments. Similarly, there are Synagogues in Chicago, Boston, 
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Philadelphia and New York, bearing the peculiar names of Cal- 
vary, Mariampol, Minsk, Pinsk, Wolotchisk, Moscow, Warsaw, 
Russia and Sephorad. Now, Calvary reminds one of the Chris- 
tian religion, pure and simple; while Mariampol denotes the city 
of Mary. And as for Sephorad, literally Spain (Obadiah i, 20), 
why, the Jews were banished from there more than 400 years 
ago. And one doubts, if any of the erstwhile residents of Minsk, 
Pinsk, Wolotchisk or Moscow (?) will ever return there. Well, 
why should their names become everlasting in Jewish sanctua- 
ries? Again, this is not an exilic introduction or a Goluth 
novelty, it certainly dates back to prehistoric days and time im- 
memorial. The. Bible calls the Land of Israel Canaan continu- 
ally, and all Zionists have no other name for it but Palestine! 
But then, there may be some psychic forces and avenging desires 
underlying these anomalies. There are, indeed, Christian 
Churches designated as Zion, Bethlehem, Mitzpah and Joseph, 
and we name our Synagogues, therefore, Calvary, Mariampol 
and Sephorad. “Vengeance is mine,” says the Lord of Hosts 
(Deuteronomy xxxii, 35). 

. Be it as it may, as good Americans, let us follow Shakes- 
peare, who said, What’s in a name? And the Synagogue of 
Anshei Russia of Newark, N. J., towers, indeed, above its sister- 
institutions from its shoulders and upwards. It has the unique 
distinction and particular privilege of indulging the ministrations 
of Rabbi Hyman Brodsky, who certainly cuts a figure among his 
Orthodox brethren of the clothes. He is the moving machine, 
the staunch Zionist, the living spirit, the potent factor, the 
vigorous power, the strong force of all the Congregational, 
Zionistic, communal, local, domestic, national, foreign and inter- 
national activities. 

He was instrumental in building the synagogue for his con- 
gregation, which is the most magnificent structure in the city. 
The interior is beautiful and interesting. The services, decorous, 
inspiring and impressive, accompanied with modern melodies 
and advanced intonations. 

In this connection it may be mentioned the.subsequent inci- 
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dent, characteristically reflecting upon the qualified capabilities 
of Master Nathan L. Brodsky, the Rabbi’s son. 

During the chanting from the scrools of the Law on Simchath 
Torah, the eighth day of the Feast of Tabernacles, about three 
score of youngsters, sons of the congregational members, ex- 
pressed a desire of being called up to the pulpit, get honors and 
pronounce the blessing before and after the sacred declamation. 

The warden, for obvious reasons, refused to comply with 
their wishes. Young Israel, however, did not turn despondent. 

Pressing one of the synagogal tables into active service and 
converting it into a pulpit, they chose young Nathan, the Rab- 
binical progeny, as their spiritual guide for the occasion. 

The latter accepted the invitation, removec a scroll from 
the ark, placed it on the desk, declaimed portions from V’zoth 
Habrakha, concluding chapters of Deuteronomy, and called up 
his auditors, alternately, exhibiting, as he did, an astonishing 
recollection of omitted punctuations and a splendid remembrance 
of the lacking intonations, two substantive essentials, the per- 
formance of which could hardly have been accomplished by one 
out of a thousand adults. Moreover, this very Nathan is a 
Biblical scholar and a Talmudic student, rendering lucid defini- 
tions and giving fluent explanations from the Scriptural Hebrew 
and Talmudic polyglot into the vernacular, his young age of 
twelve notwithstanding. 

This gem of a boy, apparently, has become the bone of con- 
tention for the local youths, and there is another youngster, 
Jacob by name, the son of the Rev. Mr. Moses Pollak, a studious 
scholar, diligent student and a frequent visitor to the synagogue 
for morning and evening services, almost striving to out-Herod 
Herod and get ahead of the Brodsky prodigy. 

Let these two tablets of the testimony, American products, 
provincial youths, learned boys and pious Jews, serve as models 
for emulation by the metropolitan emanations. 

Mr. Michael Hollander is first and foremost in all benevolent- 
ial activities, philanthropic institutions and eleemosynary and un- 
dertakings. Rev. Brodsky is the Rabbi emeritus at present, 
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Rabbi Joseph Konvitz being the incumbent and successor to the 
satisfaction of the members and the delight of the Newark com- 
munity. Rev. Dr. Solomon Foster is Rabbi of Temple B’nat 
Jeshurun; while Rabbis Julius Silberfeld, Jacob B. Mendelson, 
Max Radin and Elias Scher of the Orthodox and Conservative 
Synagogues, respectively, shed lustre and cast glory or both, 
clergy and laity of Newark. 


CIE 
RABBI ISAAC JACOB REINES PASSES AWAY 


UROPEAN exchanges convey the sorrowful news of the 

demise of Rabbi Isaac Jacob Reines at the city of Lida, 
in the province of Wilno, at the age of 76, after a lingering ill- 
ness. The war raging ferociously in that very section of Russia, 
the aged rabbi turned, indeed, a victim of Tartaric brutality and 
the Muscovite’s deviltries. 

Born at Pinsk, in the government of Minsk, of pious parents 
with a sprinkling of royalty in the paternal pedigree, the family 
record tracing the ancestry to Saul Wahl, at one time King of 
Poland, I. J. Reines, like the rest of the Jewish children of his 
days, received only a religiously Jewish training both, the rabbis 
and the Russian Government, seeing to it that no secular knowl- 
edge should penetrate the Jewish Ghetto. Reines, however, out- 
grew his foes and friends alike, and although history is some- 
what reticent on the subject whether, in addition to his studies 
of Talmud and Responsa in the Yeshiboth of Wolozhin and 
Aisheshok, he acquired the wisdom of languages and sciences or 
not, he became, just the same, an enthusiastic agitator for the 
spread and furtherance of the latter subjects even among the 
men of the clothes and the rabbis of the Jewish law and learn- 
ing. Maturing, graduating and becoming rabbi of the city of 
Svenziany, Rabbi Reines instituted a seminary for the prepara- 
tion and study of rabbinics, where secular™schooling was im- 
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parted to the students, side by side with the religious instruction, 
the idea being, this wise, promulgated of having a new set of 
Rabbis to represent both, the performer of the religious respon- 
sibilities and the functionary for the records assigned to the 
crown rabbi, reducing thus the doubling of forces and having 
one rabbi instead. 

The public failing to grasp the need of such a rabbi and 
supporting but meagerly the institution, Rabbi Reines was com- 
pelled to shut its doors, taking, in the interim, to the writing of 
books, which he published by the dozens, for the benefit of both, 
rabbi and layman. 

Assuming the rabbinate of Lida, I. J. Reines remembered 
his cherished idea of a rabbinical institution and reopened it in 
the latter place, succeeding this time wonderfully, his co-religion- 
ists from all parts of the world, America especially, contributing 
generously to the seminary. The reason is obvious. Russian 
schools, gymnasia and universities failing to admit Jews and 
Jewesses, youth and maiden either immigrated to other countries 
of Europe in search of knowledge, or adopted the dominating 
religion as a password for admission in the temples and shrines 
of Minerva and Apollo. And as for the rabbis, why, they turned 
to a lot of medieval subjects amidst modern surroundings, being 
useful to none, but hurtful to all, themselves in particular. 

Rabbi Reines’ conception of a combination of a rabbi with 
higher schooling was idealistic and enthusiastic, and American 
Jews, knowing of the existence of similar institutions at home, 
contributed cheerfully toward the maintenance and support of 
the modern Yeshibah. But the war, robbing the seminary of its 
best and most profound students, offering instead mutilation and 
death, with the possible grant of a Cross of St. George, ruined 
the rabbi completely. Details are lacking as yet as to the welfare 
and condition of the seminary. One, however, can imagine the 
havoc and destruction in the very precincts of the Yeshibah, 
since it is situated in the war zone, Cossack and Teuton taking 
turns in the methods of ruin and demolition, the volumes of the 
Talmud and the books of the law being sad and silent witnesses. 
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Rabbi Reines was a staunch adherent to Dr. Herzl and his 
Zionism. Being, however, censured for joining “infidels and 
agnostics,” Reines formed the Mizrachi, a refuge for Orthodox 
Jews, succeeding, indeed, in having thousands of co-religionists 
both, among the clergy and the laity, to follow suit and subscribe 
to Zionism. Credit, indeed, should be given to whom it is due, 
and the Rabbi’s father, a resident of Palestine for a number of 
years, is certainly responsible for the son’s Zionistic proclivities 
and Palestinian achievements. May his soul rest in peace! 


Ciil. 
RABBI ISIDORE MYERS PASSES AWAY 


HE Jewish exchanges brought recently the sad tidings of 

the death of Rabbi Isidore Myers at San Francisco, failing, 
however, to give any details and particulars of the wonderful 
man and his marvelous activities. Commenting on the passage of 
“And if the man has no redeemer” (Leviticus xxv, 26), the 
Rabbis of the Talmud speculate upon such a possibility, unless 
he be an alien, unknown to his fellowmen (Kidushin f. 21, a). 
Rabbi Myers, indeed, was not a hermit; he was, rather, of a 
fighting mood and militant disposition, contributing, likewise, to 
newspapers and periodicals, the Hebrew Standard inclusive, and 
he should not, therefore, pass in oblivion and be left in obscurity. 
Indeed, there was a tribute rendered to Myers’ memory in the 
Jewish Daily News by one of its anonymous editors, which, how- 
ever, lacks the proper appreciation of the demised Rabbi and 
fails to mention his recent works and domestic doings. 

Born in one of the small Lithuanian villages, in the neigh- 
borhood of Wilno, Isidore Myers was reared and raised in the 
Heder and Yeshibah, like all the Jewish youth of his time. Dis- 
playing particular mentality and amazing intuition, Isidore was 
sent to Woloshin, the academy of which produced innumerable 
Rabbis and multifarious scholars, some of whom having, how- 
ever, drifted away from the religious studies and the rabbinic 
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preparations, embarking the secular fields and the liberal pro- 
fessions. Myers continued his Talmudic learning, nevertheless, 
receiving his rabbinical degree before he ever passed his teens. 
His parents departed from the Russian Pandemonium in 
the early eighties of the last century, going to Australia and 
taking Isidore along with them. He matriculated at the Mel- 
bourne University and worked his salvation, receiving the degrees 
of A.B. and A.M. accordingly. Prepossessing both, university 
diplomas and rabbinical authorization, Myers became the Rabbi 
of a flourishing Congregation. Longing, however, for Jews and 
Judaism, the Rabbi could not be satisfied with antipodal mon- 
otony and left for London, the English metropolis. There he 
joined the Hobebei Zion, the pre-Herzlian movement of a na- 
tional Homeland for the Jews, addressing their meetings, propa-| 
gating the idea and converting the uninitiated. But as in Mel- 
bourne so in London Myers was confronted with stagnation, 
dormancy and somnolence, local Zionists proving unequal to 
their task, Colonel Goldsmith endeavoring, indeed, to make a 
splendid Zionist, but failed in his attempt to turn a good presi- 
dent, lacking the backbone for a national leader and wanting the 
self-respect of a modern Moses. As a brilliant speaker and pro- 
lific writer, Myers was heard, time and again, at Synagogues and 
Temples, and contributed extensively to the local press, chiefly the 
Jewish Chronicle and the Jewish World. Then, he incurred the 
animosity of some of the upper crust both, Rabbis and laymen, 
for no reason, cause, text and pretext, but stultified jealousy and 
stupid envy. There being some monopoly held by the rabbinical 
trust of London on all subordinate Rabbis, Hazzans, ministers, 
Schochetim and other members of the clothes, leaders of the 
rabbinate refused to take in Myers as a member of the Trust, 
advancing some technicalities and doubting his piety, devotion 
and consciousness, although Myers was a great pietist, very devo- 
tional and truly sincere in all his actions and performances. And 
his Talmudic wisdom and his English vocabulary certainly 
superseded that of his opponents and antagonists a hundred 
fold. His poetical work, called “Gems from the Talmud,” is 
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certainly more precious and valuable than pearls and rubies; 
while his poetical rendition of Solomon’s “Valiant Woman” was 
translated into Hebrew, also in rhyme and rythm, by your hum- 
ble servant, stimulating the latter to paraphrase the entire Book 
of Proverbs into poetry, in accordance with the metrical system, 
which ambition extended and expanded very soon, culminating 
into the paraphrasing of the Psalms, the all 150 chapters, the 
writer of this tributary homage having published them serially, 
every week, for a period of four years, in the Pittsburgh Folks 
Freund, and now reprinted in five books, the first of which will 
soon appear on the literary sceneries. 

Isidore Myers came to America and ministered in San 
Francisco and other Californian cities. May his soul rest in 
peace! 


CIYVé 


RABBI JACOB DAVID WILOWSKY PASSES AWAY 

ISPATCHES from the Holy Land announce the demise 

of Rabbi Jacob David Wilowsky, better known as Ridbaz, 

at the city of Safed, Palestine, on the first day of the new year, 
corresponding as the latter did with the 2nd day of October, 
1913, at the age of 73 years. Born at the city of Kobrin, prov- 
ince of Grodno, Russia, of pious and learned parents, Jacob 
David displayed prodigious talents and marvelous abilities in his 
early childhood. At 17 he entered in matrimonial bonds, this 
being the custom in benighted Russia of those days. Four years 
later, he was granted the rabbinical diploma by Rabbi Meyer 
Morris of Kobrin, Jacob David’s native town. He procured the 
rabbinate in the town of Sabelin, in the immediate neighborhood, 
where he devoted his leisure to additional studies of the volumi- 
nous rabbinic literature, adding decisions of his own, time and 
again, which he diffused and disseminated for public benefit and 


universal use in his books of Tower of David and Harbor of 
David, respectively. 
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From Sabelin he went to Bobrausk, one of the larger centers 
of Russian Jewries. There and then, the name and fame of the 
rabbi became widely known, men of the clothes and colleagues 
of mediocre education resorting to Jacob David when in doubt 
as to theological doctrines, religious dogmas, Biblical incongrui- 
ties and Talmudical anachronism. The rabbi’s replies were 
always prompt, decisive, accurate and authoritative, suffering no 
contradictions and undergoing no censure. All these epistles, 
letters, answers and replies, Jacob David Wilowsky collected, 
arranged and ordered into a book which he had published under 
the name of “Queries and Responses of the Ridbaz.” Critics 
found pabulum for reflection in the somewhat euphonic nomen- 
clature of Ridbaz, maintaining that the Rabbi praised himself at 
the expense of his father, adding the title of Rabbi to his own 
name, leaving his parent, however, without any rabbinical appel- 
lation. Obviously, J. D. Wilowsky followed a mediaeval scholar 
and author, who became famous under the veneering of Ridbaz, 
to such an extent as to have his patronymics almost past in 
oblivion. Ridbaz then is but an acrostic, signifying Rabbi Jacob 
David Ben Zeev, the last two dicta denoting son of Zeev, prov- 
ing thus that the Rabbi’s father was but a mere layman. Jacob 
David, however, apologized in one of his books, this being but a 
sin of commission and not of omission, never making use of 
any rabbinical shibboleth for himself or ancestor, the first char- 
acter of the acrostic manifesting but declamations, which take 
issue with the Hebraic Rinath. Be it as it may, Ridbaz turned 
paramount on the rabbinical summit of modern Jewries in Russia, 
and Wilno, the Lithuanian metropolis, selected him as its spiritual 
leader for quite a while, going thence to Plotzk, Wolkovishk and 
other cities. In the latter place he had republished the Jerusalemic 
Talmud, augmenting it by two commentaries of his own, under 
the respective names of Pirush Ridbaz and Tosphoth Ridbaz, 
after the manner and fashion of the Babylonian Talmud, which 
is margined by both, Tosphoth and Pirush. He became perma- 
nently established for a time as the rabbi of Slutzk. Owing, 
however, to some innovations that he introduced, there appeared 
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a chism in local Jewish circles, causing the seandis resignation 
from the position. 

In 1901, J. D. Wilowsky came to this country in the interest 
of his Talmudic books, and disposed of a goodly number of 
them, American materialism, prose and inactivity notwithstand- 
ing. He returned to Russia and was proposed for the rabbinate 
of Bialystok, becoming vacant by the demise of Rabbi Samuel 
Mohiliver. Failing in this venture, Ridbaz retraced his steps to 
America, once again, and was made chief rabbi of the Orthodox 
Jewish communities of Chicago. Neither Russia nor the United 
States would suit this Rabbi, and after ministering to Chicago 
Jewries for a period of two years, he left for the Holy Land 
and settled at Safed, over the Jews and their institutions of 
which he supervised continuously. Though at Palestine, Ridbaz 
was heard both in Europe and America, in connection with the 
Palestinian colonies, which he ordered to rest on the seventh 
year, the year of release, in accordance with the Mosaic injunc- 
tion, the other Rabbis’ leniency and evasion of this inconveniency 
notwithstanding. May his soul rest in peace! 


CV. 
RABBI JACOB GOODMAN PASSES AWAY 


aie REV. JACOB GOODMAN, Rabbi of Burlington, Ver- 
mont, formerly Rabbi in Jersey City, died suddenly last 
month at the comparatively young age of 37 years. He leaves 
his wife and seven small children to mourn their irreparable 
loss and lament over their departed glory. 

Jacob Goodman’s life was somewhat romantic and would 
make good material for the sculptor’s chisel or the painter’s 
brush. He was born in the city of Bialystok, which city boasts 
of a German pedigree, the Treaty of Tilsit in 1797 having an- 
nexed it to Poland, culture, refinement and eduvation being still 
dominating factors and potent agents in the life, doings and 
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activities of the residents and inhabitants, the Jews in particular. 
With the institution of the serial massacres and continual pogroms 
in 1882, Jews and Jewesses from Russia fled in to all sides and 
all directions and landed in all parts of the Western world, Amer- 
ica inclusive. Bialystok refugees scattered, likewise, everywhere ; 
some of its best citizens, namely Rabbi Bernard L. Levinthal and 
Mr. Abraham Lichtenstein, settled in Philadelphia and Camden, 
respectively. Jacob Goodman, however, of Zionistic rearing and 
nationalistic tendencies, immigrated to Jerusalem, Palestine, where 
he resumed his Talmudical education and religious training, under 
the guidance and guardage of competent Rabbis and efficient 
teachers. 


Graduating from Torath Hayim Yeshibah and receiving his 
rabbinical diploma, Goodman married the daughter of Rev. Sun- 
dil Schochet of Pethah-Tikwah, this being a colony established 
by the enterprise and ventures of a union of Bialystoker enthu- 
siasts, who imbibed Zionistic ideals and ideas before Theodore 
Herzl of Zionist fame ever appeared on the scenic surface. 
Rabbi Goodman left the colony for obvious reasons, and went 
to America, landing in New York and becoming the Rabbi of 
the Jewish communities of Jersey City, where he supplied to the 
spiritual wants of his people for nine years. Abhorring, how- 
ever, to see his children grow up irreligiously in mundane 
America and surrounding atmospheres, he returned, some three 
years ago, to Palestine, settled in Jaffa and embarked in com- 
mercial pursuits, culminating in the entire loss of his American 
dollars and former accumulations. 


Tachkemoni, some kind of a Jewish school for higher sub- 
jects, having been established in Jaffa, the aims and tendencies 
of which have been dwelt on in the columns of the Post-Tele- 
gram by your correspondent, some years ago, Rabbi Goodman 
undertook a trip to the United States, with the main object in 
his view of soliciting subscriptions among his former friends and 
American philanthropists. He partly succeeded, changing, how- 
ever, his mind in the meantime and yielding to pressure brought 
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to bear upon him to assume the rabbinate of Burlington, Vt., 
and turned American, once again. 

Jacob Goodman settled in Burlington for soot as the local 
Rabbi, his flock sending for the Rabbi’s family, the latter having 
come and joined their husband and father but recently. But 
the horrible death brought profound grief and sorrow to the 
family and to hundreds of friends of the Rabbi in both 
hemispheres, your humble servant included. 

To the credit of Burlington Jewries may it be said, that at 
a meeting held at the local synagogue, it was decided to grant 
the widow an annual income of a considerable sum, so as to 
enable her to take good care of and pay particular attention to 
her children, physically, morally, religiously and educationally, 
in order to make them worthy offsprings of the learned and! 
scholarly father. 

May Rabbi Goodman’s soul rest in peace! 


CVE. 
RABBI SAMUEL MARGOLIES PASSES AWAY 


EFLECTIONS on the untimely demise of Rabbi Samuel 

Margolies, of Cleveland, Ohio, caused by an automobile 
accident. Delivered at the Ahabath Achim Synagogue of At- 
lanta, Ga., the incumbency of Rabbi Abraham P. Hirmes, Sun- 
day, July 15th, 1917. 

“And Aaron, the priest, went up on Mount Hor by the 
order of the Lord and died there, in the fortieth year after the 
going out of the children of Israel from the land of Egypt, in 
the fifth month, on the first of the month” (Numbers xxxiii, 38). 

Samuel Margolies, Rabbi, educator, Zionist, social worker, 
leader in Israel and publisher of the Jewish World, a Yiddish 
and English daily paper, of Cleveland, Ohio, met with death, as 
a result of an automobile accident, almost at the prime of his 
life, at the comparatively young age of 35, leaving his young 


wife, small children and aged father to mourn the irreparable 
loss ! 
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His father is Rabbi Moses Zebulun Margolies, the dean of 
the American Orthodox Rabbinate and the incumbent of Kehilath 
Yeshurun Synagogue, Eighty-fifth Street, New York. 

American Jewries of all shades, beliefs, stations and affilia- 
tions will join with the immediate members of the stricken 
family to deplore and lament the early demise and the unfortu- 
nate departure of Rabbi Margolies. 

Having enjoyed the hospitality, friendship and brotherly 
love extended to him by Rabbi Margolies, some three years ago 
during his visit, stay and sojourn in the city of Cleveland, the 
writer considers it his duty to render homage and pay tribute 
to his martyred friend and demised colleague. The introduc- 
tory passage of the death of Aaron of the Biblical fame may 
assume, indeed, a metaphoric interpretation, alluding as it might 
to Rabbi Margolies. Though not of the Aaronitic dynasty, of 
the priestly descent and of the tribe of Levi, Rabbi Margolies 
deserved the title of priest or Cohen just the same, this cognomen 
substituting the terms and sobriquets of Rabbi, sage and scholar, 
every now and then, in the Scriptural, Talmudical, Midrashic 
and Responsive literatures. Of Aaron it is written that he was 
a “lover of peace and a pursuer of peace, a lover of mankind 
and bringing it to the Torah” (Ethics of the Fathers, i, 12) and 
Samuel Margolies discharging numerous obligations and dispens- 
ing with multifarious responsibilities, approaching all sorts of 
people and communicating with men and women of various per- 
suasions and different denominations, furthered and fostered 
fellowship, concord, harmony and peace. A college graduate, a 
Yeshibah student, a stirring speaker, an eloquent Rabbi, an ex- 
cellent teacher, a qualified pedagogue, a genial scholar, a staunch 
Zionist, and a nobleman in the true sense of the word, Samuel 
Margolies achieved wonders and performed marvels for the good 
causes and the best effects towards the betterment and ameliora- 
tion of the conditions and circumstances of his fellowmen, press, 
pulpit, rostrum and tribunal turning accessories to the Rabbi’s 
command and biddings. 

Of Aaron it is said that he “stayed between the dead and 
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the living and the plague was checked (Numbers xvii, 13); 
similarly Rabbi Margolies by his convincing arguments, advanced 
ideas, rhetorical diction and powerful force stopped the assimila- 
tory plague and the contagious epidemics of the infidels, agnos- 
tics and skeptics, pointing towards the path of life and the way 
of law, order, righteousness and justice. 

An Egyptian by birth, training and education, Aaron under- 
stood, felt and sympathized with the Israelitish wanderers in 
the wilderness, in the course of the latter’s long, tiresome and 
dreadful journeys, catering to their whims, overlooking their 
faults, allowing discount for shortcomings and forgiving their 
iniquities. Samuel Margolies, of Russian origin, learning and 
culture, never deserted his brethren and kinsmen, neither for- 
sook them, nor has he divorced himself from their associations, 
organizations and congregations, unlike other young Rabbis and 
youthful ministers, who break away from the ranks, desert 
the Orthodox camp, disassociate with former comrades and 
search shelter in the reform wing, selling thus the ancestral in- 
heritance for a mess of potage and some illusionary allurements. 
Rabbi Margolies withstood all temptations, disregarded all pros- 
pects and defied all snares. He remained with his own people, 
‘the Russians, the immigrants, the older folks, at his own expense 
and detriment of a minimal salary and insignificant perquisites, 
endeavoring, however, to conciliate and affiliate opposing parties 
and antagonistic actions, the very plights and traits of Aronites, 
priests and prophets. 

By the order of the Lord Aaron, the priest, died, and by the 
order of the Lord Samuel Margolies died, though the latter’s 
death was a horrible shock to his venerable father, relatives, 
friends and colleagues, the writer inclusive. 

It is customary in Israel to mourn the demise of the just 
and the righteous in public places, open forums and assembled 
gatherings, discoursing at the same time Scriptural verses and 
Talmudic sentences. Your humble servant may, likewise, conse- 
crate the explanations and definitions of the following Psalmodic 
reflections to the accidental death of Samuel Margolies. “Come, 
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look at the deeds of the Lord, who hath made desolations on the 
earth. He causeth war to cease, unto the end of teh earth, he 
breaketh the bows and cutteth the spear; he burneth wagons in 
the fire’ (Psalms, xivi, 9-10). Wise, and otherwise, as all the 
Biblical proclamations and prophetical promulgations are, one 
wonders, indeed, at the grouping, construction and combination 
of the wording of the given verses. Why, where are the desola- 
tions coming in when war ceases? ‘The reverse is, rather, the 
case, war bringing in its trail desolation, destruction and ruin, 
and we, part and parcel of civilized mankind of the twentieth 
century, see and behold the havoc and terror that the universal 
war is wreaking vengeance on the earth, while the breaking of 
the bow and the cutting down of the spear are but means and 
media for introduction of universal peace and good will among 
men of various races, religions and colors. In other words, these 
divine promises certainly correspond with resembling prognosti- 
cations of Isaiah and Micah. Where then is the desolation 
coming in? Again, the finishing touch of the burned wagons are 
somewhat out of place here, there certainly being nothing in 
common between broken bows, cut spears and burned wagons, 
this last implement never being associated with brutal forces and 
cruel efforts, working but its own salvation of mere carriage and 
simple conveyance ? 

The desolation, one is inclined to believe, should be trans- 
ferred into wonder, which the stopping of battles and the ceasing 
of war by God Himself, without consulting on the subject the 
European potentates and American statesmen, is really astonish- 
ing, since the attempt at universal peace, inaugurated on the 
sceneries, some fifteen years ago, by Nicholas the Second, the 
Czar of Russia, of a gloomy repute, failed to become an actual 
reality, the Christian nations never being fitted for such lofty 
ideals and uplifting ideas as yet. And as for the wagons that 
are keeping company with bows and spears, why, they are not 
ordinary vehicles of a common mould and unimportant stock. 
They are automobiles, able to destroy life and ruin property as 
well as their neighborly spears and friendly bows! 
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The Psalmist, indeed, ascribes it to supernatural phenomena 
and Godly appearances, when there shall be no war because of 
the lack of bows and the want of. spears, neither will be life or 
property destroyed and ruined by the abominable automobiles, 
these killers and destroyers being demolished and ruined them- 
selves, saving thus humanity and working this ‘wise for better 
causes. Who knows, if not for the automobile the precious life 
of Samuel Margolies might have been saved, neither would the 
war have him affected, the spiritual leaders and ministers of the 
gospel turning immune in times of war, but the automobile that 
turned war-like in times of peace and dangerous in places of 
safety! May the Lord bring about the prophecy of “He will 
destroy death to eternity, and the Lord eternal will wipe away 
the tear from off all faces, and the shame of His people will He 
remove from off all the earth, for the Lord hath spoken it.” 
(Isaiah xxv, 8). May the memory of Samuel Margolies be 
blessed and his soul rest in peace! 


CNA. 


RABBI SAMUEL MOHILIVER 


N THE pre-Herzlian period of Zionism, known as the Hib- 

bath Zion movement, Rabbi Samuel Mohiliver certainly occu- 
pies one of the first, if not the very first, place of honor and 
distinction. 

Born in the little Lithuanian town of Gluboko, in the prov- 
ince of Wilno, in the year of 1824, Samuel Mohiliver studied con- 
tinually the Talmud, the Codices, the Responsa and _ similar 
rabbinical literature both, at local and provincial Talmud-Torahs 
and Yeshiboth, with the glorious results of becoming the Rabbi 
of his very birth-lpace, at the comparatively young age of 24, 
after receiving his Rabbinical ordinance. To become the spiritual 
leader of the very people among whom one was born, raised, 
reared, taught and cultured, was indeed an éxceptional merit and 
a peculiar occurrence in those primordial days of stress and storm 
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for Jews and Judaism, suffering and struggling between Scylla 
and Charybdis of the Napoleonic wars, Polish insurrections and 
Russian severities. 

He went from strength to strength and became later the 
Rabbi of Radom, of Russian Poland, where he took active parts 
in the universal celebration of the natal day of the great Jewish’ 
philanthropist, Sir Moses Montifiore, the centenarian, of Lon- 
don, England. Sir Moses, it must be borne in mind, was the 
greatest and staunchest Zionist in his time, because of his con- 
tinual journeys and continental trips, for the redemption and 
salvation of his brethren in the Goluth-lands, particularly in, 
Damascus, Messopotamia, where the mediaeval myth of blood 
accusation was renewed against local Jews by the Turkish 
authorities, with the sanction and connivance of the French 
ambassador and his hirelings. The only panacea for Jewish 
misery, trials, troubles and tribulations, Montifiore thought, was 
the restoration of the Jews to their ancient Homeland, either by 
appealing to the European governments for mercy and compas- 
sion fer the Israelitish people, who are after all but flesh of 
their flesh and blood of their blood, or by interesting the entire 
jewish population of the world in making special efforts, taxing 
themselves to pecuniary subscriptions, according to abilities and 
standing, and purchase Palestine from the Sublime Porte. Being 
respected by Queen Victoria and looking upon the English people 
as next of kin, the idea of the English descending from the Lost 
Ten Tribes having widely circulated then, Montifiore relied on 
English help and assistance in his cherished Zionistic dreams. 
But neither Rabbis nor influential laymen would sustain Sir 
Moses in his Palestinian Utopia, believing this as an infringe- 
ment upon the doctrine of a personal Messiah and a Godly return 
to Zion, without any partnership, pecuniary, governmental or 
otherwise. 

There appeared, indeed, in those days, two books on Zion- 
ism by Rabbi Hirsch Colisher and Moses Hess, the aim and 
scope of which would hardly produce any effect upon Palestinian 
restoration. Hess was a noted radical, whose words could never 
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have been taken then for their face value; while Colisher bent 
his energies upon the renewal of sacrifices, forgetting perhaps 
as he did the prophetic rebuke of “They sacrifice men but kiss 
the calves” (Hosea xii, 2), the nations would rather kill the 
Jews as sacrificial offerings, saving thus the dumb animals out 
of sympathy. Meditating upon Montifiore and his Zionistic 
strivings, Rabbi Mohiliver argued in favor of the latter, substan- 
tiating the Englishman’s goal by events and incidents in the 
Jewish checkered history, when individuals and aggregations 
attempted, time and again, to go to Palestine and regenerate its 
former sources and erstwhile glory, Jehuda Halevi, Nachmanides 
and Isaac Lurie being, indeed, some of the great pioneers in 
their as well as future generations. Rabbi Samuel turned a 
Zionist, pure and simple, and assuming the rabbinate of Bialy- 
stok, he spread, furthered and fostered Zionistic ideals and ideas 
on all sides and directions, converting all his friends and admir- 
ers to the love of Zion and cause of Palestine, irrespective of 
former notions and whilom positions. 

With the assassination of Czar Alexander II of Russia and 
the introduction of a series of pogroms on the Jews through the 
Pale of the tolerated settlement, thousands and tens of thousands 
of Jews fled to America by the way of the Galician cities of Brody 
and Lemberg. There and then went, likewise, Samuel Montague, 
later Lord Swaythling, from London and a representative from 
Paris for the Rothschilds to regulate the immigration, to assign 
the fugitives for their respective destinations and to help them 
financially. Thence rushed also Rabbi Mohiliver to plead with 
the men of power and finance to divert some of the refugees 
from America and direct them to Palestine, where the pioneers, 
the members of Bilu, shaped after the verse of “Beth Jacob 
L’chu V’nelcho” (Isaiah Il. 5), acrostically, pitched their tents; 
students of the Bialystok High School and Gymiasia having been 
conspicuous amongst them. 

The European philanthropists treated the Polish Rabbi with 
great courtesy, Mr. Montague escorting Rabbi Mohiliver to the 
railway depot. There he took out from his pocket 50 pounds 
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and offered them to the Rabbi as means toward the payment of 
his passage, which gift the Rabbi, however, flatly refused, asking 
the philanthropist instead, who paid his expense? This discre- 
tional policy of the Rabbi created a sensation among Jewish 
powers that be of Western Europe, the latter having continuously 
considered the Eastern Jews both, clergy and laity, as a bunch of 
schnorrers, removing this wise as Rabbi Mahiliver did, the stain 
from the Russian Jews and opening a new chapter in their his- 
tory by his back bone self-respect, wisdom and sagacity. Samuel 
Montague thought the world of Rabbi Mohiliver ever since that 
monetary incident and visiting Bialystok in 1887, he was ensconc- 
ed with Rabbi Mohiliver, stopping in the latter’s house all the 
time that he remained in the city, refusing all other offers of en- 
tertainment and shelter, at the chagrin and reluctance of the local 
Croesuses who wanted to be honored by housing Baron Roths- 
child’s cousin. 

In the course of time, the Jewish conditions and position 
in Russia changed from bad to worse, the Temporal Laws of 
Graf Uegnatieff, the Prime Minister of Russia, added fuel to the 
flames and crushed the Jews completely, Bialystok as a town of 
manufacturing and industry suffering the severest. Rabbi Mohi- 
liver, like his Maker, never sleepeth nor slumbereth. He goes 
to Paris, interviews Baron Edmund De Rothschild and converts 
the latter to the Zionist cause, resulting into the flow and stream 
of many millions that showered upon Palestine, for the work of 
agriculture, horticulture and vinoculture. The origin and birth 
of the Ica may also be ascribed to the pleadings and intercessions 
of Rabbi Mohiliver, Baron Rothschild having laid the foundation 
of that institution and his millions paying for all its doings and 
activities ; though Zionism making but the fifth wheel in the Ica’s 
wagon, prefering, rather, to colonize the Jews on the other side 
of Sambation, on the planet of Mars and on the Dark Mountains. 

Rabbi Mohiliver invades, likewise, Warsaw, where he insti- 
tutes the first Organization of the Hobebei Zion, forms the 
friendship of Jacob Braude, the uncle of your correspondent, 
a conscientious Jew and a noted philanthropist, makes him a 
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staunch Zionist, who financed the erection and the establishment 
of the Palestinian colony Zichron Jacob. 

At the Zionist Conferences at Katowitz, Wilno and Drusge- 
nik, Mohiliver is first and foremost in all the discussions, propo- 
sitions and introductions, manifesting wonderful skill and mar- 
velous acumen, which Rabbis and bookmen could never have dis- 
played and which were certainly accepted with appreciation by all 
the members present, some of whom being noted manufacturers, 
leading merchants and prominent industrialists. The Shemitah, 
the Sabbatic year, chanced to fall in the period of the first 
pioneering of the Palestinian colonies, and if followed closely, 
according to the Mosaic prohibition of tilling the ground on the 
seventh year, it would have turned a calamity for the settlements 
and the settlers. There were Rabbis both, in Palestine and in 
the Goluth countries, who ordered the following of the law and 
the pursuing of the ordinance in keeping the Shemitah accord- 
ingly, irrespective of disastrous results and catastrophic conse- 
quences, trusting, rather, in God Almighty, Who would send His 
blessings, just the same, as a reward for keeping the command- 
ments. Bold and courageous, Rabbi Mohiliver ordered the work 
of the new settlements to continue right along, entirely disre- 
garding the Shemitah, sustained in this deviation from the law 
of Moses by Rabbi Ianai of the Talmud, who advised his people 
to go and till the ground in the Sabbatic year, for the good 
cause (Sanhedryn f. 26, a), censuring the rabid Rabbis, who 
dared to endanger the embryonic Zionist movement in its first 
stages and imperil the incipient Palestinian ventures in their sta- 
tions of infancy, because of a law that has been wisely amended 
by the Talmud. University students, modernists and atheists 
becoming converted to the Hibath Zion idea, some few Zionistic 
Rabbis became frightened lest they may turn contaminated by 
infidelity and the Holy Land would be infested by irreligious 
elements, because of which they withdrew from the ranks, saving 
thus their religious convictions and their creedal purities. Rabbi 
Mohiliver, however, ridiculed the very deeds, or misdeeds, of the 
seceding Rabbis, maintaining as he did, thatthe very return of 
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the stray sheep to Palestine should have been greeted with joy 
and blessing by brethren and kinsmen both, Rabbis and laymen, 
this return being but the beginning, the return to God and 
Judaism would certainly follow. Moreover, these irreligious 
converts taught Rabbi Mohiliver a wonderful lesson, resulting in 
his taking the circuit to travel far and wide, advocate Zionism, 
propogate Palestinian colonization and gain adherents to the 
movement among all sorts of Jews, throughout Western Europe. 
During his continuous journeys, Rabbi Mohiliver met with 
all and sundry incidents and accidents, some of which deserve 
particular consideration for future history and chronicled records. 
He went to Kovyno, for propogandistic purposes, visited the local 
Rabbi, Isaac Elhonon Spector, the dean of the Russian rabbinate, 
and asked the latter’s permission for holding a meeting in his 
house for the Zion movement. It goes without saying that Mohi- 
liver’s wish was granted, the host being himself one of the lead- 
ing Zionists of his time, working with might and main for the 
good cause and its better effects. But local powers-that-be dis- 
advised their Rabbi from permitting Rabbi Mohiliver to conduct 
his propoganda in Kovno, for obvious reasons and ostensible 
causes. Whereupon, Rabbi Spector withdrew his _ permis- 
sion and notified Rabbi Mohiliver to that effect. Rabbi 
Mohiliver held his meeting in Kovno all the same, in one of the 
prominent places, as a matter of course, though the local Rabbi 
was conspicuously absent. This came to pass on Thursday. 
And on Friday, there came the local Rabbi to Rabbi Mohiliver 
in his hotel, inviting him to be the guest of his house, during 
meals, on the approaching Saturday, making this a sort of atone- 
ment for the unavoidable dissatisfaction that Mohiliver had to 
undergo in his quest for a suitable meeting-place for his Zionistic 
agitation. Smiling good-naturedly, Rabbi Mohiliver flatly re- 
fused the honor, giving the following reason. Ensconced in my 
hotel, Mohiliver said, I will get my three traditional Sabbath 
meals, sure enough, in the correct time and the proper place; 
accepting, however, your call, I may experience the difficulties 
of lacking a meal or two on Saturday, in case you decide after 
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a while to recall your invitation or change your opinion, as it 
happened, unfortunately with the Zionistic intricacy. A bitter 
pill was this wise administered by Rabbi Mohiliver to Rabbi 
Spector for breach of promise. 

European Jews were always inclined to believe that in lieu 
of the custom of Rabbi Jehudah the Prince in Israel of ex- 
tending particular honor to the wealthy and opulent (Erubin f. 
86, a), the Rabbis of Eastern Europe would subscribe to all 
ideas and notions of the laic leaders, never daring to contradict 
their statements, manifesting thus genuflection and cringing; 
Rabbi Mohiliver, however, disproved this accepted belief of bow- 
ing the head and bending the knee before a wealthy co-reli- 
gionist and a rich kinsman. And it came to pass in the following 
way. Rabbi Mohiliver visited St. Petersburg, the capital of 
Russia, in the interests of spreading and furthering Zionism 
among the local wealthy Jews. And to assure the success of 
his mission, the Rabbi introduced himself to Baron Horatio 
Guinzburg, the leading Jew in Russia, in those days, and asked 
the Baron’s permission for having the Zionistic meeting taken 
effect in his palatial mansion. The Baron, being more or less of 
an assimilator, like all the rich Jews of his time, but having 
heard of the Rabbi’s tremendous activities and ventured under- 
takings, had to demonstrate his courtesy and reluctantly granted 
the Rabbi’s wishes. This certainly invited trouble, the Jewish 
powers that be of assimilative tendencies and irreligious traits 
censuring the Baron for his generosity, which may cast shadows 
upon Jewish citizenship, civilization and culture, determined to 
prevent the gathering for Zionistic propoganda from taking place 
in the baronial quarters and with that purpose in their mind 
went to meet and see the Bialystok Rabbi in his hotel. Professor 
Noah Bakst and Dr. J. L. Cantor, the leading Jews of St. Peters- 
burg, headed the delegation and as spokesmen of the Russian 
Jewries, endeavored to prevail upon Mohiliver to relinquish 
his mission and refrain from smuggling into the Russian capital 
outlandish propositions and obscure notions)endangering as they 
may the Jewish conditions and position both, in the capital and 


Rabbi Samuel Mohiliver 293 


in the province. For a quarter of a century, they maintained, 
they worked and toiled with might and main to prove conclu- 
sively and demonstrate convincingly their good citizenship, de- 
votional patriotism and unflinching assimilation with Russian 
advancements, local environments and modern influences. Now 
the Rabbi’s meeting, the singular advocacy and the finishing 
touch will destroy and ruin their instructions and constructions 
of a duration of 25 years. 

It goes without saying that experienced and practical as the 
Rabbi was, he slowly but surely gave his views and opinions on 
the complicated subject, refuting entirely their unnecessary fears 
and uncalled-for dreads and pointing towards timely occurrences 
and daily events, the significance and meanings of which they 
may easily decipher and explain, they especially, as men of the 
profession and education. The matter, however, did not solve 
at that particular point, and as an additional attempt to save and 
guard their deeply cherished and vehemently lavished feelings and 
sentiments, they changed the altercation and resorted to reli- 
gious quibble and theological casuistry, proving what they be- 
lieved positively that Palestinian colonization and Zionistic in- 
clinations are irreligious invasions and _ sacrilegous encroach- 
ments upon the Messianic ascension and Godly redemption, 
which should certainly be avoided both, by Rabbis and laymen. 
At this particular instance, Rabbi Mohiliver lost his calmness, 
forsook his patience, discontinued his natural quietude and arose 
like the militant, fighting Rabbi to battle the war of the Lord 
among the mighty. He told them that the divine recompense, 
Zion’s restoration and Messiah’s coming are lares and penates of 
loyal and faithful co-religionists, the beauties and niceties of 
which are openly disregarded and venomously discarded by Can- 
tor, Bakst and their ilk. How then do they dare to fight the 
Rabbi with the latter’s ammunition, the ingredients of which 
turning into dust in their hands of Esau? 

Mohiliver was not only preaching Zionism and lecturing 
on Palestine, but practicing as well, being instrumental in the 
formation and establishment of the society of Menuha V’Nahalah 
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(Rest and Inheritance) which mothered the colony of Rehoboth, 
some few parcels of land of which having been purchased by 
the Rabbi himself. ' 

Struggling and working, hard and vigorous, for success and 
progress of Zion restored and Palestine regenerated, under the 
auspices and initiative of the Hobebei Zion leadership, Samuel 
Mohiliver, was the first one to welcome and acknowledge the 
sacrifices and achievements of Dr. Theodore Herzl in his political 
interpretation of Zionism, laying particular stress and extending 
abundant accentuation on the phenomenal appearance of a West- 
European man with wonderful talents and college education, for 
his joining the rank and file and creating a new epoch in the 
checkered history of Israel. Being the leader of the Hibbath 
Zion movement, one might have rather turned envious or be- 
come jealous of a new move coming to the front with another 
captain to marshall its forces and shape its destinies, out-Herod- 
ing Herod and obscuring the light and splendor of the prede- 
cessor. Rabbi Mohiliver, however, was not a man of that sin- 
gular sort, and like Moses of old, who satisfactorily turned his 
precious charge, the people of Israel with their onward march 
to the Holy Land, into the hands of his faithful disciple Joshua, 
Mohiliver encouraged and emboldened the advance and ventures 
of Herzl, in spite of the other Rabbis both, Orthodox and Re- 
form, who suspected the novice, calling him a modern Sabbati 
Zebi and another Jacob Frank, casting slur on the man and frus- 
trating his work. Reform Rabbis, who banished Zion from the 
Prayer-book and disqualified Jerusalem from the Daily Ritual, 
considered Herzl a dreamer, whose views are but sentimental and 
whose aspirations would never be realized; while the Orthodox 
men of the clothes doubted Herzl’s sincerity, believing him to 
have some sinister mission and vicious intentions concealed and 
secreted behind his Palestinian propoganda. With ardent zeal 
and enthusiastic efforts, Rabbi Mohiliver would speak of Dr. 
Herzl whenever and wherever the chance was given and an op- 
portunity offered, admiring the man and praising his work, striv- 
ings, intentions and inyentions. For obyious reasons, Rabbi 
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Mohiliver did not attend the first Zionist Congress, introduced 
by Herzl, which took place at Basle, Switzerland. But he sent 
a letter, expressing his delight over the wonderful novelty of 
having a Jewish gathering assembled for the first time since the 
downfall of Judeah and the conquest of the Holy Land by the 
Roman Emperor and his henchmen, almost two thousand years 
ago. The letter, originally written in Hebrew, was translated 
and published by Sholom Rabinowitz, better known under his 
nome de plume of Sholom Aleichem, which proves some sort 
of a monument for Mohiliver for future generations, displaying 
his tolerance and broadmindedness, traits and tendencies hardly 
followed by Rabbis of the older school. And Dr. Herzl himself 
perpetuated the name of Rabbi Mohiliver in his Zionistic book 
named Old-New Land, deeply expressing his appreciation of the 
‘Rabbi’s labor in upholding Herzl’s Zionism and fully subscribing 
to his issues, the opposing Rabbis and their vigorous protests 
notwithstanding. 

The Psalmist in making the allotment for the individual’s 
existence in this world, is somewhat doubtful whether it is 70 
or 80; Rabbi Mohiliver made some sort of a compromise and 
left his earthly abode in the year of 1899, at the age of 75, at 
Bialystok, where his departure is being felt ever since, no other 
Rabbi having succeeded him as yet. May his glorious name be 
blessed and his soul rest in peace! 


CVIIt. 
REAWAKENING OF THE GERMAN JEWS 


EW, fresh and vigorous life bristles within the confines of 

the Jews in the German Empire. It is the animation of 

a national epoch and the revivification of a racial era, which 

bear consolations and augur good promises to torpid Israel and 
dormant Jacob. 

Coming in daily contact with these chosen ones of the 

Abrahamic progeny, living their lives, attending their gatherings, 
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mingling freely with them, listening to their prattle and verbiage, 
observing their strivings and ambitions, following their quotidian 
pursuits and participating in their diurnal intercourses, one must 
needs subscribe to the above-stated issue and add his seal of 
approval and indorsement. 

There are, indeed, psychic forces and inner impulses that 
would sanction this action and stimulate these ventures. Pres- 
sure is, likewise, laid upon one and all that, like German culture, 
advancement, study and philosophy dominated and swayed the 
world of letters, learning, wisdom and science, Jewish mind, 
intellect and erudition, originating in Germany, fostered and 
fathered these very ideals and ideas among co-religionists, all 
the world over, to a similar extent. Kant and Mendelson, two 
pillars of German light, lustre and sunshine, spread enlighten- 
ment and diffused instruction throughout the entire world and 
its terrestrial accessories, obscuring almost the Renaissance and 
eclipsing somewhat Spinoza and his doctrines. Mendelson, it 
must be borne in mind, was in addition a Jewish scholar, Biblical 
student and wielded a prolific pen in Hebrew. Alongside with 
his Phaedon, which revolutionized and evolutionized the world 
in general and the philosophical portions thereof in particular, 
Mendelson translated the Old Testament into German and was 
instrumental in the publications of the Hameasphim, a Hebrew 
periodical, perhaps the first venture of that kind among the Jews 
of the world, unless one is apt to find its prototype in the Holy 
Writ (Ecclesiastes xii, 11). Mendelson’s translation of the 
Scriptures into the native tongue became a medium for the 
acquirement of German and the study of the language by the 
Jews, who had it somewhat neglected in. former days, for obvi- 
ous reasons. While the Hameasphim tended to keep the Jews 
within the limits of history, tradition, customs and precepts, 
which are extensively disseminated in the Hebrew books. 

But then these lofty ideas and illustrious ideals underwent 
radical alterations and assumed different colors. With the ex- 
ception of Wesseli, Zunz and Steinschneider, the disciples and 
descendants of Mendelson strayed from the ight path, some be- 
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coming traitors and leaving the fold, while others undertook the 
preachment of delusive messages and ventured to further decep- 
tive doctrines, reducing the Jews to a mere religious sect and 
diminishing Judaism to an idea. These deceptions and delusions 
wrought havoc and drove away multitudes from Jewish camps 
and Israelitic strongholds both, in Germany and other countries. 

Geographical limitations and topographical boundaries 
brought about the reawakening, at last. Austria with its multi- 
tudes of nationalities, each of whom demanding recognition and 
shouting for their own peculiar national rights, and Russia with 
its continual massacres and constant butcheries, these seething 
caldrons of neighboring mankind dispelled the stupor and dis- 
solved the petrification of the German Jews. And notwithstand- 
ing the stray objections and the sporadic protestations emanating, 
time and again, from certain quarters against Zionism, mediae- 
valism and conservatism, in the guise of a dismissal of Rabbi 
Cohen from a Berlin pulpit, for his avowedly Zionistic proclivi- 
ties, and in the disguise of a public condemnation of the Zionist 
Congress, recently held in the city of Hamburg, the bulk of the 
Jews in Germany are returning home, bent towards Jewishness, 
religicn and Zionism. 

The establishment of a “Jewish Day,” which has been cele- 
brated of late with pomp and splendor, in the city of Breslau, 
the very seat of the Juidische Seminar, where Reform Judaism 
gets its stem and stamina, speaks volumes for the tension, intui- 
tion and tendencies of the Teutons of the Mosaic persuasion. 
And as if in fear of stagnation and dreading a presumable mon- 
otony, the Allegemeine Zeitung des Judenthums is fighting this 
new movement, tooth and nail, and although Gustav Karpeles, 
the erstwhile versatile and versed editor, is dead (his demise was 
necrologically recorded in the Post-Telegram, some few months 
ago by your correspondent), his successor, Dr. Ludwig Geiger, 
son of the famous Reformer Dr. Abraham Geiger, true, however, 
to paternal notions, opposes the innovation with facile pen and 
flowing quill. “Vox popwli vox Der’ (Daniel xi, 6.) And the 
last is best! 


, 
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THE RED SHIELD OF DAVID 


HE contemporaneous history, chronicling complete records 

and registering exhausted reports of the affairs and pro- 
ceedings of the Balkan-Turkish war, will devote, likewise, pages 
and columns to Jewish enthusiasm, heroism and patriotism, and 
the Shield of David will be given recognition, consideration and 
acknowledgement on a par with the Cross and the Crescent, re- 
spectively. Epicureans and scoffers amuse themselves at the 
expense of the Jews, doubting their bravery and discounting 
their courage, suspecting them, in addition, of cowardice, greed 
and selfishness. Tidings and intelligence coming continually 
from the battle fields in Near East, relative to Jewish tactics, 
maneuvers and activities refute the critics and stamp them as 
tale-bearers. There was a bloody engagement at the threshold 
of Scutari, a.Turkish intrenchment, Servians and Turks fighting 
each other, fiercely, desperately and bitterly, with the shouting 
of “Pro Patria’ in their respective tongues, picturing simul- 
taneously the historic conflict between East and West, Orient and 
Occident, Mussulman and Christian, Crescent and Cross. It 
appears, however ,that neither side was represented, the com- 
batants turning but Jews, Servian Jews, opening fire on Ottoman 
Jews, the respective military attachments and their officers, mar- 
shals, rank and file being exclusively Jews, these cosmopolitan 
people who oppose neither Mohammedan nor Christian, neither 
Asia nor Europe, neither Crescent nor Cross, fighting neverthe- 
less, in the name of God of Israel, the God of peace, and the 
Shield of David, the symbol of former glory, each against his 
brother, just because cruel fates separated them and transplanted 
them on divers places and sundry continents, among alien peoples 
and strange nations. The Wandering Jew gave his blood freely 
for the moistening of the soil of Manchuria, yet Muscovite sav- 
ages would not permit him to pitch his tent there. Weary Israel 
shed his blood in streams, during the Franco-Prussian war, Jews 
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fighting considerably on both sides of the battling fields, yet 
no Jew may ever become an officer in the German armies and 
the Dreyfus affair in France checked abruptly Jewish desire for 
the ornaments of epaulets in French territories. And even in 
the United States, beginning with General Grant and down to a 
contemporaneous Colonel, the Jews are discriminated against 
both, in the army barracks and military schools, frequent 
occurrences and daily happenings may corroborate this statement 
and substantiate this manifestation. 

The Rabbis declare that God enjoined the Jews not to revolt 
against the nations, the latter’s oppressions and persecutions not- 
withstanding (Kethuboth f. 111, a). They, however, fight the 
common cause and lend help whenever this is called for. In 
the uprising of Kossuth, insurrections of Garibaldi and recent 
revolutionary movements in Russia, the famous or infamous, 
Jews were fairly represented, sacrificing themselves for univer- 
sal fellowship, brotherhood and humanity, and putting this wise 
at stake their own welfare, prospects and outlooks. Irrespective 
of results and consequences, Lasker the Jew attacks Prince Bis- 
marck in the name of social democracy; Nathan, the Jewish 
Mayor of Rome, assails the Pope and his clerical cliques, and 
many other Jews of distinction subscribe to public issues at the 
expense and deterioration of their own kith and kin. Thus the 
Jewish bundists in Russia, making special mention of the clans, 
tribes and races that are severely maltreated, ruthlessly outraged 
and fearfully oppressed, never laid any stress on Jewish suffer- 
ings and the atrocities and cruelties perpetrated upon their 
brethren and kinsmen, having out-Heroded Herod and proving 
plus sages que les sages. And to cap the climax, the Rabbis of 
both, Servia and the Porte, issued clerical encylicals, enlisting the 
services of their respective Jews for the calls and claims of the 
fatherlands. 

Responsive to the calls of duty and heeding the country’s 
demands, Jew fights his brother and Israelite against his kins- 
man, the God of their ancestors being appealed to from opposing 
quarters and contradictory directions, wondering whose petition 
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would turn effective and whose entreaty acceptable. The Jews 
are after all but adopted sons and foster children of the disputed 
lands and questioned territories, their stability doubtful and their 
perpetuity dubious, atmospheric changes and spheric transfers 
may dispense with existing conditions and introduce new envir- 
onmenis, leading toward disastrous results and ruinous conse- 
quences. Come as it may, the Jews cling tenaciously to their 
holdings, temporary or permanent, withholding no offer and 
declining no sacrifice, giving their blood for the good cause, 
mindful of the prophecy of “In thy blood, live.” (Ezekiel 
xvi, 6.) 


Jerusalem, Jaffa and the Jewish colonies, situated in Pales- 
tine, a portion of Asiatic Turkey, is a considerable distance from 
‘the battle fields and warring scenes, furnishing, nonetheless, great 
numbers of men and means for fighting purposes and combating 
expeditions. Among the volunteers, one is satisfied to behold 
chundreds of men whose stay and tenancy in Turkey is but of a 
short time, arriving very recently, never becoming naturalized as 
yet and willing, however, to share the country’s trouble and 
distress, as well as its bliss and blessing. 


The International Red Cross Society, exchanges related, gave 
birth to a child, namely the Red Crescent Society, enlisting in its 
membership Mohammedans of all parts of the world, Christians 
and Jews are, likewise, welcome and eligible as members, mercy 
and compassion knowing no religious diversities or creedal varie- 
ties. A cuspide corona (Judges xiv, 14) and “A crown from the 
spear” (Jeremiah xv, 19), and one is pleased to announce the 
birth of a second child to the Red Cross, the Red Shield of 
David is the name of this one, Palestinian Jewesses being respon- 
sible for its birth and formation. It goes without saying, Jews 
and Jewesses join, subscribe and contribute to the Red Cross, 
simply because Jacob H. Schiff, the Jewish merchant price, is its 
treasurer. David, however, superseding bdth, Jesus and Moham- 
med, there may exist the Red Davidic Shield as well as the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent, respectively. 
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REUBIN BRAININ 


EW YORK in general and its Jewries in particular harbor, 
presently, one of the greatest exponents of the neo-Hebraic 
literature, Mr. Reubin Brainin. 

Born in 1863, at the city of Minsk, Russia, he displayed 
marvelous talents and genial traits at an early age, studying day 
and night with such a zeal and devotion as to disregard food and 
discard sleep. He has not remained, however, a book-worm and 
his intense desire for learning and knowledge has not stopped 
there and then. He became, likewise, a student of human nature 
and considering his native town somewhat narrow for his observ- 
ations and its various peoples, prosaic, monotonous and provin- 
cial as they were, insignificant for lucubrations and experiments, 
he went to Moscow, where he turned both, teacher and pupil 
simultaneously. He worked assiduously, preparing his examina- 
tions for the entrance and matriculation in the local university, 
at the same time contributing extensively to the Hamelitz, a 
Hebrew weekly, published in the capital city of St. Petersburg, 
under the editorship of Dr. J. L. Cantor. His first literary ven- 
tures, namely, “Logic of a Hebrew Writer,” “Agony of the 
Book,” and “Two Worlds,” arrested the attention and attracted 
the appreciation of the scattered scholars of Hebrew, all the 
world over. They opened new avenues and created novel chan- 
nels for lore, erudition and wisdom, in Hebraic veneering, which 
was something extraordinary in the ancient literature of the 
Bible, prophets, sages and Rabbis. The intensity, pathos and 
ardency were almost supernatural phenomena and metaphysical 
appearances in the uncultivated soil of modern Hebrew. 

As a true son of the nation, that is dubbed the Wander- 
ing Ahasuerus, like the Patriarch Abraham, and the prophet 
Elijah, Brainin is always moving, his pursuits are of a nomadic 
nature and his tendencies of traveling impulses, more or less. 
Leaving Moscow, he went to Vienna, the Austrian metropolis, 
thence he turned his steps towards Berlin, the German Mecca, 
where he settled permanently, departing, however, at some inter- 
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vals for London, Paris and other continental attractions. In the 
course of all these journeys and circuits his pen followed him 
right along and his journalistic propensities never rested nor 
reposed, for a month, fortnight or a week; adding gems and 
pearls to both, logic and lingo. In only one branch of his flexible 
emanations, viz: biographical and contemporaneous histories, the 
approximate number given is one hundred and fifty, containing, 
among others, as these latter do, the lives, achievements and 
works of Peretz Smolenski, editor of Hashahar and originator 
of modern Zionism; Alexander Zederbaum, editor of Hamelitz; 
Abraham Mapou, author of “Love of Zion,” “Bird of Prey,” 
and “Guilt of Samaria.” He also made successful translations 
from “Jeremiah” of Professor Bernard Lazarus; “New Ghetto” 
of Dr. Theodore Herzl, of Zionistic fame; and “Paradoxes” of 
Dr. Max Nordau, of Paris, France. 

It goes without saying that Herr Brainin introduced a new 
epoch in the neo-Hebraic literature. Groping, perhaps, in the 
darkness, as he did in the beginning, Brainin reached a certain 
goal in the course of his constant literary outpourings, during the 
long run of his effusive issues, in both, press and platform, for he 
is as good and as eloquent a speaker as he is a fluent and prolific 
writer. And now he enjoys, to some extent, the fruits of his 
laborious toil. For there are hundreds of writers and speakers 
who adopted his style and assumed his methods, and like Moses 
of old, he never consents to Joshua’s solicitations of checking 
the flow and staying the profusion of the young disciples and 
the prodigal aspirants. 

It is undoubtedly new to Zionists, that but for Brainin, Herzl 
would never have reached the paramount pinnacle of his “legally 
assured home” idea. With his keen observations, knowledge of 
many languages and clever subtlety, Mr. Brainin beat the drum 
and sounded the horn, the clamor of which turned current in 
all the corners of the globe, and in response to it men and 
women of sundry reasonings and diverse ways flocked thither, 
to the Congress, to God and to the Zion movement. 

The Talmudic elucidation of the words of Noah, “May 
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God enlarge the boundaries of Japheth and may he dwell in the 
tents of Shem” (Genesis ix, 27), “That the rhetoric of other 
tongues should have been applied to Semitics as well” (Megil- 
lah f. 9, b), has been duly conformed to by Brainin, who with 
his skilful knowledge and precise understanding of modern lan- 
guages, mastered to accord the Hebrew a European tincture and 
an advanced coloring, which innovation has been promptly ac- 
cepted and immediately imitated by novelists and belletrists of 
all shades and descriptions. 

He also consecrated his facile pen to the writing of novels, 
sketches and short stories, in the production of which he, like in 
all his other ventures, succeeded immensely. He had, however, 
to give up this mode of compositions as soon as he had encoun- 
tered the meagre returns and their pecuniary decrease. 

The reason is almost obvious and the cause is indeed osten- 
sible. Even an author of the peculiar Brainin type is made of 
flesh and blood, and without proper stimuli and particular nour- 
ishment, the mental faculties and the intellectual powers cease 
operations and adjourn their activities. He, therefore, as a 
matter of course, had to yield, once in a great while, to authori- 
tative publishers and authentic financiers, his own wishes and 
yearnings notwithstanding. 

For a time he commenced the publication of a monthly mag- 
azine, called Minuizrah Umimaarib, which, however, succumbed 
in its incipent stage, for want of means and lack of support, but 
which, nevertheless, became the cement and the mortar for the 
subsequent Hashiloah, published by Ahad Haam ever since. 
Reubin Brainin enriched, similarly, the Yiddish literature with 
scholarly contributions and scientific articles in weeklies and 
dailies of both hemispheres, some of which your humble servant 
translated for the Post-Telegram and other papers and 
periodicals of our great and glorious country. 

Herr Brainin is booked for a series of lectures in the me- 
tropolis and other American cities, and to hear him will certainly 
be one of the best treats one has ever had and a unique distinc- 
tion to be served with. 
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CXI. 
THE ROTHSCHILDS 


N Frankfort-on-the-Main, an old German city, established 

during the period of the Romans, there is a house, the in- 
habitant of which was Meyer Anselm Rothschild, flourishing as 
he did in the other half of the 18th. century and giving birth to 
his children, whose financial operations and banking activities 
spread and ramified throughout the principal dominions of con- 
tinental Europe. The little Frankfort homestead, though modest 
and unassuming, like all the rest of private dwellings of 200 or 
300 years ago, is indeed a source of information and a resource 
of inspiration to historian and student alike. Under its roof and 
within its walls the fortunes and misfortunes, fate and doom, 
destinies and prestiges of nations and peoples were signed and 
sealed, time and again, the coin and mint of Rothschild, the 
humble occupant of the little house, swaying the welfare of the 
rulers and potentates, ordering the progress of the countries and 
the governments, checking the disagreements of some or prompt- 
ing hostilities, fights and battles in others, and raising or reducing 
royalty and nobility to a pinnacled elevation or a lower, unosten- 
tatious and insignificant station. Alexander of Maccedonia and 
Julius Caesar pale, indeed, before Meyer Anselm Rothschild, and 
the latter’s bank notes and gold pieces supersede the former’s 
soldiers, warriors and legions a hundred fold, turning victorious 
and becoming triumphant continually. 

It is, therefore, noteworthy to study and learn the birth, 
conditions and environments of Meyer Anselm Rothschild as 
psychic forces and philosophical sentiments, which are but traits 
and tendencies of the integrity and culture of the ancient people, 
the Jews, of whose loins the Rothschild family sprang. In the 
earlier decades of the 12th century, there began Jewish refugees 
to settle in Prussian and German towns and cities, building sep- 
arate quarters for themselves, which became ‘known, in the long 
run and the course of time, under the euphonic name and sten- 
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torian appellation of Ghetto. The Jews thusly established turned 
the private property of the kings and potentates, paying enor- 
mously for their accorded rights and protection. And protection 
they needed, indeed, biased clergy and barbaric laity wreaking 
vengeance on Jews and their personal belongings, every now and 
then. Sickness, plagues or any other misfortune visiting the 
neighborhood, menacing the populace and devastating the land, 
the Jews were held responsible as the principal cause of the dis- 
aster and the potent agents of the calamities. Wholesale mas- 
scres of Jews and public confiscation of their possessions changed 
somewhat the infuriated passions and checked the intensified 
feelings. 

To avoid repetitions of these atrocious practices and to 
discountenance the frequency of the wild outbursts, the rulers 
and sovereigns, the actual owners of the Jews, ordered the forti- 
fication of the Ghettoes, high structures, solid walls and iron 
gates, separating the Jews from the rest of the people and leaving 
them in seclusion and isolation, the execution of these stringent 
laws being enforced by locking the gates of the Ghetto. Occa- 
sionally, however, the Jews left their improvised prisons, saun- 
tered down the streets and avenues of the city proper and con- 
cealing their identity, mingled with the outside world to their 
heart’s content, trading, purchasing, and participating in various 
deals and sundry transactions, domestic shortcomings and Ghetto 
poverty prompting these devices and urging the necessary sub- 
terfuges. The enemies of Israel, however, never slept nor slum- 
bered. Discovering the dexterities and unearthing the artifices 
of the cunning Jews, they designed the yellow badge to be dis- 
played by the Jews conspicuously, whenever appearing outside 
of the Ghetto walls, indicating thus the personality, race and 
creed of the individual, as a warning to burghers of Aryan stock 
and Teutonic origin to watch, observe and beware. 

Frankfort-on-the-Main, not only subscribed to the issues 
and ordinances, limiting the Jew’s activities, progress, and sub- 
tlety, but advanced several steps ahead. It put a normal or 
rather abnormal percentage for the permission of men and women 
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of marriageable age, to enter the matrimonial bonds, following 
thus the examples of Laban, Pharaoh and Haman of gloomy 
reputes, checking the natural spread and preventing the ordi- 
nary increase of membership of the Jewish families. It is 
historically proven that numerous men and innumerable women 
had to pass their lives as bachelors and spinsters, the results 
and the consequences of the arbitrary rules and brutal regula- 
tions. Degenerating physically, mentally and socially, the Jews 
looked for economical relief and financial succor, but even 
the latter were denied them, the only avenues of salvation left 
being the sale of old clothes and the lending of money to irre- 
sponsible individuals and the scum and dregs of the Christian 
society. Time and again, the borrowers, instead of paying the 
principal sum with the additional interest, it was of principle 
and much interesting to institute a riot, attack the money lender 
and plunder all his ready cash and valuable articles. 

Among these surroundings and in such conditions, out of 
generations of maltreated, broken-hearted and down-trodden 
Jews, there arose to life, fame and universal activities, Meyer 
Anselm Rothschild, in the year of 1743; the appellation of Roth- 
schild being but responsive to the red shield that hung over the 
house of the family. At the age of 12, Meyer Anselm became 
bereft of both, father and mother, relatives taking care of the 
orphaned boy. Caring more for the soul than the body, Meyer 
Anselm’s benefactors sent the youngster to the Talmudic Semi- 
nary, in the city of Furth, hoping to make a rabbi of the bright, 
young man. The latter, however, exhibited no inclinations for 
the rabbinate and its onerous attractions. Leaving the Yeshibah, 
the place of learning, he returned home, where he started a brok- 
erage, manifesting energy and zeal for new ventures and under- 
takings. Bearing a good reputation and showing signs of accum- 
ulating creative abilities, Meyer Anselm was called to Hanover 
to take charge of one of the banking houses of the wealthy 
Oppenheim. Faithful and industrious, young Rothschild soon 
became a partner in the firm’s large concerns, following, how- 
ever, his accepted course of modesty and timidity, all the while, 
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with the ambition and prospect to open a bank of his own in 
his native city. Frugal and thrifty, he waited patiently for the 
realization of his hopes and the coming of his expectations. 

Meyer Anselm Rothschild withdrew from the partnership, 
left Hanover, and returned to Frankfort, where he embarked in 
the banking business in the year of 1760. Three years later, he 
married Guitle Schnapper, a. girl of means, culture, and refine- 
ment. His financial operations and pecuniary transactions suc- 
ceeded in the meantime to a wonderful degree, speculating but 
occasionally and never running any race, risk or hazard. Honest 
and punctual in all his dealings and treatments, he soon became 
noted as a good Jew and reliable banker. People of all classes 
and callings opened accounts with Meyer Anselm and entrusted 
him with their moneys and valuables. The Lieutenant General 
Baron Estorph, on hearing of Rothschild and his banking achieve- 
ments, spoke favorably of him before the Landgraf of Hessen 
Cassel, William IX., recommending him as the proper person to 
make the Graf’s financial agent. Coming in the nobleman’s 
mansion, Rothschild found the host playing chess with a friend of 
his, the latter being on the brink of winning the game. Chagrined 
at his approaching defeat, the host resorted to the banker, hoping 
against hope that the Jew might help him in his troubles. It 
turned satisfactorily, indeed; the banker was an excellent chess 
player, bringing about the triumph of the Graf over his opponent, 
which won for Rothschild the good will and the friendship of the 
Potentate, making him his banker, there and then. 

It must be borne in mind that the Land-Graf was one of the 
richest rulers in Europe in those days, his cash amounting to 
the formidable sum of 56 millions. Of course, all these millions 
never changed ownership and never forsook their comfortable 
quarters in the apartments of the ruling monarch for the sake 
of being installed in the unassuming home of Meyer Anselm. 
But then, fate was good to Rothschild, helping him right along 
in his doings and accomplishments. October 14th, of the year 
1806, saw one of the fiercest fights ever fought by Napoleon and 
his allied armies at the approaches of the city of Jena, defeating 
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the Prussians and causing the flight of their leader, Land-Graf 
William, to Denmark. Fearing confiscation of :his household, 
gold, diamonds, jewels and coins, the value of which was counted 
in millions of dollars, the fleeing sovereign transferred his re- 
sources to Meyer Anselm, the Jewish banker. The latter de- 
posited them in several casks, removing the casks from the castle 
before its invasion by the Napoleonic cavalcades. When quiet 
again reigned and William IX. returned to the court, he was 
given back his riches, together with their improvised depositories. 
The Land-Graf sincerely expressed his admiration for the Jew’s 
cunningness and the straightforwardness of the Jewish banker, 
telling Meyer Anselm of his intentions to make Rothschild a 
millionaire, in recognition of his honesty and in consideration of 
his loyalty. He widely opened his safes and coffers, granting 
Rothschild continual access to the millions contained therein, for 
the institution of loans, commission of enterprises and negotia- 
tions of commercial, mercantile and industrial treaties. Clever 
and subtle, Meyer Anselm financed all European great under- 
takings, kings and emperors being always the parties he transact- 
ed business with, and returning to the Land-Graf both, the 
principle and the interest, keeping for himself but the nominal 
commission, which, however, turned into millions in a very 
short time, owing to the rapid progress and the speedy advance- 
ment resulting from the numerous affairs and the multifarious 
operations. 

He never changed quarters, neither had he moved away 
from the house in the Frankfort Ghetto, where he was born, his 
clients and patrons, the aristocrats and the noblemen, visiting 
Meyer Anselm, time and again, in his humle abode, satisfied to 
see him ensconced in the place of his very birth and discuss 
politics, economics and civics, all of which ebbing and flowing 
with the rise and decline of monetary matters and pecuniary 
peculiarities. 

Neither a prophet nor a son of a prophet, Rothschild never 
believed in Napoleon’s rising star, having no*sympathy for the 
great Corsican nor compassion for his startling pursuits. Dis- 
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cretionally and judiciously, Meyer Anselm supported the cam- 
paigns and the mobilizations of England, Austria and Denmark, 
the bitter enemies of Napoleon. Not that he hated the latter and 
his people, loving instead the former nations and their respective 
kings, but merely because of the particular care and the special 
anxiety he exercised in the way of handling his sovereign’s mil- 
liions, that his inner impulses and the internal inclinations warned 
him against Napoleon’s movements and maneuvres. As an ex- 
perienced general, Rothschild employed tactics and used strate- 
gics when sending his armies, currency and coin, to face the foe 
and countenance hostile forces, avoiding dangerous positions and 
dodging inimical camps. In his younger days, as well as in 
advanced age, Meyer Anselm was his own bookkeeper, account- 
ant, cashier and notary, using no assistants, intermediaries or 
agents. 

Meyer Anselm was very generous and benevolential, taking 
walks through the streets, every day, for the sole purpose of 
distributing alms and performing charity. He gave everybody, 
irresptcive of creed, class, or nationality, refraining from listen- 
ing to thanks and gratitudes, coming as they would from the 
unfortunate beneficiaries, as he firmly believed in the heavenly 
reward, which would be given in the future, after death, in 
compensation for the good deeds and noble performances, in 
which cases the gratitude of the interested individuals offered 
and accepted in this world might reduce the bliss and blessings 
that are in store for one in the other world. The whole theory 
smacks of superstition, modern philanthropy hardly cherishing 
it, but then 100 years ago, a self-made man, without any school- 
ing or education, could scarcely entertain better views and sup- 
positions on the delicate subject of sociology and its ramifying 
branches. Meyer Anselm Rothschild endeavored, likewise, to 
ameliorate the conditions and better the situation of his brethren, 
the Jews in Hesse, interceding in their behalf with his benefac- 
tor, the Land-Graf, whenever there were favorable chances for 
such occasions. 

Meyer Anselm Rothschild was the father of five sons, An- 
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selm, Solomon, Nathan, Carl and James. Beholding his approach- 
ing end, the father called his sons to his bedside and ordered them 
to follow his advice of a trebled nature, to remain devout and 
loyal Jews, co-operate in the business together and consult their 
mother before venturing a new plan or a novel design. Receiv- 
ing an affirmative reply, the financial veteran departed, satisfac- 
torily smiling. His advice was certainly pursued, the sons con- 
tinuing the parental business, although deviating somewhat from 
the father’s policy, leaving but one, Anselm, in Frankfort, to fill 
the ancestral place, while the brothers, Solomon, Nathan, Carl 


and James, went to London, Vienna, Naples and Paris, respec- 


tively. The partnership remained, nevertheless, and the co-oper- 
ation continued perpetually, just the same. 

Before, however, giving the accounts of the sons and their 
activities, some consideration must be extended the mother, Guitle 
Rothschild. Like her husband, she looked upon the house in the 
Frankfort Ghetto as the source of the family’s happiness and 
prosperity, refusing, therefore, to vacate it, in spite of the plead- 
ings of her children and the threats of the physicians, who feared 
for her health, which declined considerably, as a result of the 
unsanitary conditions of the old-fashioned house. In this case, 
the Rothschild woman turned wiser than the wise men of Aescu- 
lapius’ school, living to the matriarchic age of 96. She, indeed, 
enjoyed to see her sons’ gatherings, every once in a while, from 
all sections of Europe to the little house in Frankfort to consult 
her, regarding their enormous operations and world-wide trans- 
actions. She, as a matter of policy, never interfered, nor mixed 
in their financial schemes and monetary ventures, reminding them, 
however, time and again, of their duties and obligations to the 
demised parent not to quarrel with one another and to remain 
loyal to the God of Israel. Heinrich Heine, Germany’s Jewish 
poet-laureate, has the following to say of Guitle Rothschild: 

“There lives in Frankfort, in a little cottage, another Liticia 
(borrowing the name of Napoleon’s mother), who gave the ex- 
changes and the bourses innumerable Napoleons. She, the mother 
of the great financial powers of the civilized world, the practical 
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and indispensable Napoleons, refuses to part with her earthly 
abode in the Frankfort Ghetto, all the allurements and attrac- 
tions of European palaces and modern mansions notwithstanding. 
She is rejoicing and celebrating the victory and triumph, not of 
her sons, the bankers and brokers, who cornered the money mar- 
kets and conquered the world and its inhabitants, but of her 
ancestors and progenitors, Judas Maccabeus and his valiant 
brothers, who subdued their enemies, the Greeks and the Syrians, 
and delivered their kith and kin from oppression and bondage.” 
But then, Liticia, the mother of Napoleon, as well as her 
Jewish successor, are but temporal and timely, while the Roth- 
schilds and their financial functions are, indeed, everlasting and 
perennial. European conditions and their political policies turned 
indeed perplexed and intricate after the death of Meyer Anselm. 
Napoleonic agitations, French communism and the politics of 
Prussia, Austria, and other hot-headed governments, caused the 
inauguration and continuation of fights and battles, the execution 
of which plunged Europe into pools and rivers of blood, misery 
and wretchedness. Industries came to indispensable stoppages, 
enterprises were not indulged in, fields could not be cultivated 
and traffic and commerce turned slow and dull, for lack of men, 
want of endeavor and shortage of monetary means. Rothschild 
brothers turned indeed the good Samaritans, helping and assist- 
ing -one and all, morally, materially and discretionally. They 
loaned the formidable sums of $200,000,000 to Austria, Russia 
and Prussia, during the years of 1812-1820, by means of which 
law and order were re-established in the affected governments, 
wars discontinued, feelings allayed, sufferers compensated, broken 
homes repaired, breaches mended, wounds healed and malcon- 
tents satisfied. The little house in the Frankfort Ghetto became 
thus the attraction and the magnetic spell for all the nations of 
Europe, whose represenatives and plenipotentiary agents flocked 
there continually, in quest of relief and in search of succor. It 
goes without saying, that the owners of the little house, swaying 
the destinies and future welfare of governments and their titled 
potentates, were raised and elevated to positions of honor and 
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callings of distinction, the Red Shield, that adorned the little 
cottage, changed into the escutcheon of baronetcy, going from 
political strength and noble knighthood to the highest rung of the 
ladder, various European nations vieing with one another in the 
bestowal of titles and the granting of nobility upon the respective 
members of the Rothschild family. 

Thus England bestowed on its Rothschild the title of Lord; 
France conferred upon James Rothschild the Cross of the Legion 
of Honor; while other nations followed suit and contributed their 
respective shares, as tokens of esteem and signs of appreciation, 
recognition and consideration. Thus the Jew, the erstwhile 
pariah, the former outlaw, the quondam outcast and the whilom 
scum of Christian society, turned the object of admiration and 
jealousy of his very oppressors, tormentors and persecutors, in 
the fulfillment of the prophecy of “Thus hath said the Lord of 
Hosts, in those days, it shall come to pass, that ten men out 
of all the languages of the nations shall take hold, yea, they shall 
take hold of the garment of him that is a Jew, saying, let us go 
with: you, for we have heard that God was with you.” (Zecha- 
riah viii: 23.) 


CXII. 
THE ROTHSCHIEDS’ ACTIVITIES 


ATHAN ROTHSCHILD was the ablest and the most 
energetic worker of the family, and his enterprises and 
achievements turned the machineries of the house in the right 
direction, ascending the summit of success and prosperity. The 
years of 1815-1835 were indeed epoch-making for the Rothschilds, 
under the guidance and observations of Nathan. Relating of his 
experiences, Nathan Rothschild has the following to state: 
“Frankfort offering but a limited territory for the doings 
and activities of all of us, we naturally looked for wider quar- 
ters. I selected England as the field for my operations, and 
notwithstanding my lack of the English language¢M went to Man- 
chester and purchased as many pieces of goods and articles of 
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local manufacture as my ready cash permitted me to do, selling 
them with large profits before I ever reached home. There and 
then, I began to think that there would be chances for better 
dividends and ampler interests by buying the raw material and 
the chemical compounds, reducing this wise, the manufacturing 
expenditures. I conveyed all these propositions to the mill-owner, 
who followed my advice, and we soon reaped the harvest, the 
increased income heading immensely our expectations.” 

Though young and tender, but 24 years of age, of mediocre 
education, with very little experience in commercial pursuits and 
mercantile affairs, Nathan displayed, nevertheless, acumen, tact 
and enthusiasm, which substituted, indeed, for his other deficen- 
cies and supplied the shortcomings. Starting with £20,000 of his 
own, during the life of his father, Nathan Rothschild had his 
capital in a very short time increased and enlarged many fold. 
He soon found Manchester inadequate for his schemes and plans, 
and in 1805 he removed to London, embarking, there and then, 
in the banking business, his cash, energy and ancestral fame 
opening for him the gates and the portals of the metropolitan 
nobility. Herzog Wellington’s notes flooded then London and 
the provinces, and people fearing the worst that might result from 
the unfortunate war with Napoleon, valued but little the notes 
of their commanding general. Nathan, however, like his father, 
anticipating the Frenchman’s downfall, sooner or later, bought 
all the Herzog notes, their owners selling them at sacrificial 
prices, satisfied of getting rid of them. At the close of hos- 
tilities, the English government redeemed the notes, swelling 
thus Rothschild’s coffers into vast proportions. 

During General Wellington’s campaign in Portugal, there 
was a shortage in cash, the Portuguese hosts though in alliance 
with the British, refused to cash and recognize Wellington’s 
notes, gold being the local demand in all dealings and purchases. 
True, the East Indian Company had gold to the value of 
£800,000, for sale on the market, the English government, how- 
ever, would not buy it, fearing its seizure by the Napoleonic 
forces, during the transmission and dreading confiscation by other 


314 The Coming of Shiloh 


a 


pirates and buccaneers, in the course of the transportation. 
Nathan Rothschild turned the good Samaritan, purchased the 
gold from the company, sold it to England and brought it to 
Portugal, to the scene of the fighting expeditions, risking both, 
his life and millions, coming out. safely at the end and clearing 
a million in the transaction. The daring venture and the haz- 
ardous undertaking of conveying the gold to Portugal, amidst 
lurking danger and through inimical camps, brought Nathan in 
contact with high officials of the British court, members of 
nobility and royal personages, who praised his zeal, fearlessness 
and bravery, invited him, time and again, to their private gather- 
ings and public functions, and acknowledged his loyalty and 
faithfulness to his adopted country, exhibiting, in addition, their 
consideration of his abilities and their recognition of his use- 
fulness, and revealing to him confidential matters and secret 
happenings, out of which Rothschild made capital on the various 
exchanges of European cities, always preceding other bankers, 
brokers and financial agents. Finding this medium of procedure 
somewhat slow and deferred, Nathan ordered his own heralds, 
couriers and mail men, who accompanied the troops in their 
marches and trampings and informed their master of the pro- 
ceedings and happenings, before these occurrences and incidents 
were sent and transmitted to the interested govrenments. Dread- 
ing detection of the tidings and fearing for the fate of the men, 
Nathan Rothschild established a pigeon post, by means of which 
he received news and tidings of all imports and significances far 
ahead of any government. It is an established fact that Roths- 
child was the first one to receive the information of Napoleon’s 
defeat at Waterloo; receiving, likewise, tidings of the French 
revolution of July, 1794, and giving intimation thereof to Lord 
Aberdeen in London, before local authorities ever heard of it. 
These overtures and maneuvers turned beneficial and profit- 
able to Rothschild, who speculated heavily upon the fate of 
Napoleon and his inevitable doom. Anxious and impatient, 
Nathan would not wait for his messengers and his pigeons, going 
instead himself to the battlefield to obtain itfformation and wit- 
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ness the engagement. Never waiting for the end, he returned 
hastily to London, knowing full well of the approaching English 
victory, yet never saying a word, either for or against Napoleon, 
leaving for time to inform the curious and notify the inquisitive. 
Accepting Nathan’s silence as an acknowledgement of English 
helplessness against Napoleonic overwhelming forces, the bourse 
reduced the notes and papers of all concerns and circles to a 
minimum; Rothschild’s agents and trusted men secured, never- 
theless, all the currency, receiving their actual values on the very 
day when General Wellington’s victory became known all the 
world over, clearing almost a fortune by this downfall and fate 
of Napoleon. Nathan’s name became thus proverbial, his ven- 
tures gainful, his attempts prosperous and his launchings payable. 
All the classes and masses began to admire and worship Roths- 
child for his prognostications and foresight, entrusting him with 
millions and commissioning him to transact their commercial 
treaties, float their loans and speculate in mines, stocks and 
bonds. Investing funds in foreign institutions, Nathan Rothschild 
closed his deeds on conditions granting the cessation of hostilities 
and withdrawal of armies, manifesting thus his love for peace 
at all hazards. 


Nathan Rothschild’s dashing traits and spontaneous deter- 
mination turned indeed public shibboleth and universal watch- 
word. Before marrying his wife, a daughter of Levi Cohn, one 
of the wealthiest Jews in London, doubts were expressed by the 
parties concerned as to the actual amount of Nathan’s opulency 
and a request was made for positive proof, so as to corroborate 
the rumors and substantiate the reports. Rothschild, however, 
stubbornly refused to furnish the evidence and satisfy the mal- 
contents, jestingly remarking that in proportion to his riches all 
the Cohn daughters might become his wives. 


At another occasion, when the director of the bank of the 
British empire would not cash a note of one of the Rothschild 
brothers, disregarding, likewise, the English Rothschild’s in- 
dorsement, Nathan swore vengeance, which he executed pretty 
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soon. A few weeks afterwards, one bright morning, as soon as 
the Imperial bank opened, Nathan Rothschild made a dash for 
the teller’s window, opened his portfolio, took out a £5 bank 
note, deposited it on the desk, and wanted its value in gold. 
Having his wishes complied with, Nathan examined carefully 
the various coins, tested some and weighed others, irrespective 
of the cashier’s grumblings and the dissatisfaction of patrons 
coming to transact business and waiting patiently for their turn. 
Rothschild, instead, presented another note, making the poor 
cashier pass through the exchanging operation, once again, exer- 
cising these very practices the entire day, while nine of his em- 
ployes engaged a similar number of the banking authorities in 
the very trades and occupations of cashing their currencies into 
gold, slowly but surely touching and testing the different coins 
and respective moneys. A day thus passed, during which the 
banking officials could not do a single thing but changing Roths- 
child’s notes and catering to the millionaire’s whims, the amount 
exchanged reaching the formidable sum of £210,000. The next 
morning found Nathan and his men beleaguring the bank again, 
heavily loaded with notes of all descriptions and designations, 
ready for the repetition of yesterday’s tactics and expedients. 
Asked for the reasons and causes for his peculiar plights and 
singular practices, Rothschild declared of his intentions of getting 
square, and since the directors of the bank would not honor his 
notes he thought his best not to deal with any notes private, 
public or governmental cash in silver or gold would certainly 
make better expedients and safer subjects for any operations or 
undertakings. This practice was continuously going on for quite 
a while until it was reported to the higher spheres, and there it 
was decided to the effect of having the Rothschild’s notes cashed 
at any time without any encumbrance or hesitation. 

Nathan Rothschild, following the very course of his father, 
was philanthropic and generous, dispensing benevolence and per- 
forming charity whenever and wherever the latter were called 
for. He died in 1835, at the age of 60, leaving three sons, of 
whom, Lionel became the successor of thésfather as the head of 
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London Rothschild’s banking concerns, his subtlety and clever- 
ness placing him above the other members of the household. 

James Rothschild opened his banking house in Paris, France, 
in 1812, the very year when preparations were made for the 
march to Russia. The internal wounds of the aspiring empire 
were somewhat covered by improvised brilliancy and imitated 
gems of a feverish people and excited nation, irresponsible for 
their ideals and ideas, following but blindly the advices and coun- 
sels of agitators and schemers, and worshipping reverently their 
demi-god Napoleon. The national treasury being almost bank- 
rupt, it was but natural for the son of Meyer Anselm to refrain 
from business, running no risk and indulging in no speculations. 
James Rothschild waited patiently for favorable times, which 
came, rather late during the reign of Louis Philip. Himself 
very rich, the king resorted to speculations on exchanges and 
gamblings on the bourse. Fearing, however, public sentiment 
and dreading universal gossip, he performed his stakes and races 
by proxy, having James Rothschild to represent him in all pecu- 
niary processes and monetary machinations. The cabinet minis- 
ters and other dignitaries pursued the identical course, making 
likewise Rothschild their agent. Sharp and penetrating, James 
always succeeded, equally sharing the gain and the dividend, king 
and ministers admiring James’ acuteness and ingenuity. James 
Rothschild became in the course of time an intimate friend of 
the king, being dined by the latter, time and again; princes and 
members of royalty going to parties and banquets in Rothschild’s 
mansion. 

Not only in financial pursuits was Rothschild’s penetration 
acknowledged, but even in international politics and foreign 
diplomacy was James’ advice sought and followed. It happened 
this wise. There was some kind of a clash between France and 
Germany in 1840, France’s honor becoming vulnerated, the presi- 
dent of the ministers declared war against Germany, endeavoring 
to move the king to sanction the fight. The king would never 
have undertaken any venture without consulting Rothschild first. 
The latter warned the king against the dangerous step in a wrong 
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direction, the war being a menace to France and its institutions. 
He was far from it and in case of its inauguration, Rothschild 
would side with Germany. It goes without saying that Roths- 
child turned triumphant, the war never took place, while the 
president of the chamber had to resign his position. 


Rothschild’s enterprise began to decline with the year of 
1848, when a republican government put an appearance on 
France’s scenic surface. Ignoring the banks and the brokerages, 
the republican administrators appealed for money to the people, 
who responded quickly, the coin and the mint coming lavishly 
from all sides and directions, charging no interest or commission. 
With the spirit, however, of Meyer Anselm, James the son, in- 
vented new fields for cultivation and novel avenues of revenue, 
culminating and fulminating in the building of railways in 
France, Austria and other European countries, the Paris-Ver- 
sailles road turning a force for good, politically, economically 
and financially. 


James Rothschild lived to the patriarchic age of 90, but six 
years less than his mother, expiring in 1860, and leaving a for- 
tune estimated over a milliard of Francs. 

So much for the achievements of Nathan and James Roths- 
child, these two sons of Yizahr, who certainly inherited the 
qualities and the abilities of the father in their creative ingenui- 
ties and inventive devices. Yet there were minds added, indeed, 
to the firm’s concerns by the participations and accumulations of 
the three other brothers, Anselm, Carl and Solomon, especially 
the latter, a Vienna resident, who purchased from the Austrian 
government the Hydria Quicksilver Mines in Spain, with a privi- 
leged monopoly on the sales of this metal throughout the empire. 
While the building of street and surface railways in the double 
empire of Austria-Hungary was the work of the combined forces 
of all the Rothschild brothers, pursuing thus a clause in the 
paternal will. 


The third generation of the Rothschild family reduced the 
concentration of its activities to three principal European cities 


pe 
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only—London, Paris and Vienna. The house in Naples, Italy, 
shut its doors altogether with the demise of the originator, Carl, 
his sons discontinuing the parental practices of banking and 
embarking in other trades and avocations. The Frankfort firm 
was but left as a memory to the Paterfamilias, and a mere branch 
of the respective metropolitan concerns. 

Lionel Rothschild, whose name was mentioned in a previous 
paragraph as the head of the London banking house, exemplified 
both, father and grandfather, having received, in addition, an 
excellent education, somewhat rare in those days of ignorance 
and superstition. Like his predecessors, he received, read and 
answered his letters himself, their excessive numbers and large 
multiplicities notwithstanding. Peculiar and eccentric, Lionel 
would neither ask for nor receive any advices, enlightenments or 
directions, his reasons being trusting a creditor, who might look 
for a chance to stop his payments, and never trusting any one 
who, forsooth, may become a creditor in lieu of his services. 

Prophetic or otherwise, there was a foundation for suspi- 
cions and accusation, the Rothschilds turning, time and again, 
target and prey for thieves and swindlers, jealousy, envy and 
anti-Semitism augmenting the artifices and treacheries of mal- 
contents and scoundrels. Lionel went even some steps ahead, 
employing a detective agency, the members of which would in- 
vade the firm’s offices, every now and then, under some excuse 
or pretext. 

Aside from financial influences and pecuniary prestige, 
Lionel Rothschild displayed Jewish backbone and racial stiff- 
neckedness to extensive degrees and elastic proportions, winning 
thus for himself and co-religionists equal rights in economic, 
civic and political life. It came to pass this wise. A group of 
bankers and merchants of the London West End district elected 
Lionel Rothschild as their representative to parliament in the 
year of 1847. Rothschild, however, could not avail himself of 
the offered opportunity, refusing to take the prescribed oath, 
which contained, among others, the phrase: “Of the true belief 
of a Christian.” Again, he would rather prefer to swear on the 
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the Old and the New Testaments, smacking as the latter did of 
Christianity, pure and simple, to the issues of which he could not 
subscribe and the doctrines of which he would not follow. The 
incident might have closed, there and then, with Rothschild’s 
open declaration of his religious views and his steadfast inclina- 
tions, irrespective of surrounding hostilities. Enlightened Eng- 
lishmen and latitudinarian Britons praised, indeed, Lionel for 
his religious loyalty and creedal devotion. John Russell and Wil- 
liam E. Gladstone, leaders in parliamentary circles and national 
statesmanship, praising Jewish patriotism in general, and Roths- 
child’s benefits for the country in particular, advocated the en- 
franchisement of the Jews and the elimination of all sectarian 
allusions in public offices and federal trusts. The House of 
Commons, following suit, supported the liberal movements and 
indorsed the motion of changing the wording of the oath, so as 
to make a Jewish delegate liable to assume his duties without 
prostituting his religious dictates and convictions. The Upper 
House, however, and its patrician Lords defeated the bill by a 
great majority of members, exhibiting thus their snobbishness 
and chauvinism. 

Lionel Rothschild never failed nor faltered, and spurred by 
his friends and well-wishers, he ran for office and was elected in 
1850. Approaching the president of the parliament, he boldly, 
once again, stated in plain talk his wishes to take the prescribed 
parliamentary oath, substituting, however, the Hebrew Scriptures 
for the English Bible. Intense discussions and hot debates re- 
sulted, the biased obscurantists winning the battle royal, Roths- 
child sustaining his defeat, once more. The year of 1854 was 
eclipsed by the Crimean campaign, all home politics turning but 
secondary matter and insignificant causes, Rothschild waited pa- 
tiently another quartet and triumphed at last in 1858, becoming 
one of London’s representatives and sworn in as faithful and 
upright by the medium of the Hebrew Old Testament, defying 
thus the enemies of the Jews and the traducers of their sacred 
inheritage. 7 


— 
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Lionel Rothschild associated with knights and nobles, the 
Prince of Wales, Marquis Salisbury and Lord Beaconsfield being 
his occasional visitors. Having contracted rheumatism, he suf- 
fered painfully for fully 20 years, unable to attend to his onerous 
duties and follow his multifarious responsibilities. He lived all 
these years of affliction on a strict diet and singular regimen, 
barely participating in public festivities and social gatherings, 
parting from both, pain and pleasure, in 1879 for his rest eternal 
and leaving three sons and £100,000,000. 


To sum up the activities, industries, and pursuits of the 
Rothschilds one must needs pay glowing tributes and render full 
credit to the honesty, sincerity and particular devotion to trade 
and commerce, barter and business, exchange and traffic. Provi- 
dence and fortune helped the father and sons, time and again, 
succeeding where others would have failed, gaining, where their 
rivals sustained heavy losses, and prospering in all ventures and 
schemes. 


Finance and currency constituted their main stock in trade 
and traffic, all European governments being for a time under 
obligations to the Rothschilds. Later, when the railway fever 
broke out epidemically, both in Europe and America, the Roths- 
childs backed and assisted the respective companies and the vari- 
ous syndicates, laying rails, in addition, single-handed, without 
any outside help, in France, Austria and Turkey. In the course 
of time, they assumed operations of gold, diamond and naphtha 
mines in Guinea, Brazil, and the Caucasus, instituted mills and 
factories in numerous cities, and speculated in the bourses and 
on the exchanges. The shibboleth of: “There is strength in 
union,” turned beneficial, indeed, to the Rothschilds. Following 
the father’s advice of having all forces combined and all efforts 
united, the brothers communicated with one another, every now 
and then, and being located in the largest European centers, they 
certainly felt the pulses of the nations and their rulers before 
other bankers and brokers could have obtained the necessary in- 
formation and the useful tidings. 
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With but few exceptions, the Rothschilds marry among 
themselves, the formidable dowries remaining thus within their 
former confines. Although conducting balls, banquets and par- 
ties, collecting paintings, rarities and curiosities, participating in 
public sports, general amusements and horse races, and running 
mansions, castles and villas, in comparison with other billionaires, 
the Rothschilds are considered thrifty, frugal and economical, 
the expenditures being but minimal, when paralleled perpendicu- 
larly to their maximal income. 

The eleemosynary institutions and philanthropic concerns of 
the Rothschilds are far-reaching and manifold. They have. built 
non-sectarian hospitals in the cities of London, Paris, Vienna, 
and Jerusalem, the former three being residences of respective 
members of the family, while the latter city is but the cradle of 
all the Jews, its abandonment of a 2,000 years’ duration not- 
withstanding. And talking of the Jew’s affiliation with the Holy 
Land, Palestine and Jerusalem, one has to mention Baron Ed- 
mound de Rothschild, one of the proprietors of the Paris concern, 
who at the solicitation and earnest pleadings of Rabbi Samuel 
Mohiliver, of Bialystok, Poland, some 20 years ago, after the 
inaugural of the Jewish massacres all throughout the Muscovite 
empire, gave several millions of Francs for the establishment of 
Petah Tikwah and a dozen or more Palestinian settlements, as 
a refuge for unfortunate Jews fleeing from Russian inferno. 
Edmound de Rothschild has his name emblazoned with golden 
letters in the Jewish annals, among the national celebrities, the 
patriarchs, the kings, the prophets, the sages and the Rabbis. 
Edmound de Rothschild superceded Dr. Theodore Herzl, the 
father of the recent Zion movement, in both, practical achieve- 
ments and timely appearance; and Elyakim Zunser, the noted 
bard and sweet singer in Israel of Wilno, Lithuania, calls him 
the modern Zerubabel in one of his celebrated songs, named 
The Socha, putting Rothschild on a par with the leader of Israel 
in the beginning of the second commonwealth. 

Another member of the Rothschild’sin Paris is Baron Henri, 
a university graduate with the diploma of M.D., who, however, 
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never practices any medicine or surgery, devoting rather his time 
to scholarly researches and studious lucurbations, and contribu- 
ting extensively to papers and magazines. 


In this connection it is worth to note that the largest col- 
lection of Jewish books and manuscripts found its way into the 
Frankfort city library, the munificent gift of Baron William 
Rothschild, recently demised. 


Other members of the family, particularly Barons James and 
Ferdinand, were great lovers of arts and paintings; helping con- 
tinually willing workers and endowing prizes and scholarships 
for engravings, sculptural renditions and cognate work. 


And last, but not least, comes to the surface the present 
head of the London firm, Nathaniel Meyer Rothschild, one of 
the three sons of Lionel Rothschild. He is a graduate from 
Cambridge University, where he met Edward, the late King of 
England, who became his friend until his demise. Being 
the ablest of the brothers, he was given full charge of the 
London bank, as well as the complete participation in the 
continental firms. Like his father and grandfather, Nathaniel 
M. is religious, philanthropic and clever in the financial deal- 
ings. In addition to the hospitals, mention of which was made 
before, he erected the Hebrew free school in London, which is 
the largest institute of its kind in the whole world, contributing 
towards its maintenance the sum of £15,000 annually. He is 
president of the Anglo-Jewish association, parnass of the great 
synagogue, and managing director of the committee to appoint 
another chief Rabbi after the death of the last incumbent, 
Dr. Herman Adler. In this latter position, Nathaniel M. Roths- 
child is confronting numerous obstacles and numberless hin- 
drances, the Sephardic Jews in London, the descendants of the 
Spanish refugees, who were compelled to leave Spain and Por- 
tugal, for fear of the Inquisition and dread of the auto-da-fe, 
some 420 years ago, have their own chief Rabbi, Dr. Moses Gas- 
ter; while the foreign Jews of the English metropolis, supported 
by Lord Swaythling, Rothschild’s opponent, elected but recently 
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Dr. Meyer Young as their chief Rabbi. Again, his own asso- 
ciates differ as to the successful candidate, Rothschild wishing 
none but a genuine Englishman as his Rabbi; the others, on the 
other hand, recommend two New York Rabbis, Dr. Joseph Hertz 
and Dr. Bernard Drachman, respectively. The former having 
been elected, after all, for good. 

Nathaniel M. Rothschild became peer and gained a seat in 
the House of Lords in 1885, being the first Jew to gain this 
title and recognition in England. He, as well as all the mem- 
bers of the Rothschild family, are praised and exalted by Jews 
and Gentiles alike, all the world over. 

Having compiled, written and published the Rothschild 
sketch, years ago for the Charleston, West Virginia, Gazette, it 
turns, indeed, now a source of delight and a resource of satis- 
faction, for your humble servant, to put an additional star in the 
glorious Rothschild constellation and register the fact that the 
famous Arthur James Balfour’s Declaration in the name of his 
Majesty the King of England, of Palestine becoming, once again, 
the Jewish National Homeland, was sent to Lord Walter 
Rothschild, who certainly is another scion of the exalted family. 


CXIII. 
ROTHSCHILD AND THE WONDER-RABBI 


él ean was a rumor current in certain sections of Austrian 
Galicia of Meyer Anselm Rothschild, the progenitor of the 
wealthiest Jewish family in the world, having been in his younger 
days, in the course of his adolescence, the valet of the Wonder- 
Rabbi, Isaac Baer Friedman, which position, however, he left, 
one bright morning, and went to a neighboring town, where he 
married a girl of his choice, settling afterwards permanently in 
that particular place. \e 

The Rabbi, at the same time, wanted td give out in marriage 
one of his daughters, for whose benefit he saved up five hundred 
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ducats as dowry, in accordance with the custom of those days, 
in order of having the matrimonial bonds fastened securely. 
And one may easily imagine the Rabbi’s sorrow and affliction at 
missing the money, one day, when the match-maker brought into 
the house a suitable candidate for a rabbinical son-in-law. The 
Rabbi kept the precious coins in the very drawer that was -con- 
nected with the table upon which all his books were gathered 
for study and perusal, and how the money was gone passed 
indeed all comprehensions, thieves never coming to the house, 
pious Jews and devout Jewesses frequenting the premises, who 
would, rather, touch burning coals than lay their fingers on other 
people’s property. Besides, the Rabbi is omniscient, able to 
discover the thief before the latter would leave the place, and 
who could dare to attempt such a crime, knowing full well that 
the results might turn disastrous and the consequences unfor- 
tunate? But the money was missing, all the same, and the puzzle 
was not solved. 

Suspicion fell on Rothschild, the Rabbi’s objections notwith- 
standing, his sudden disappearance from the house making the 
reason for the accusation almost obvious. Although the Rabbi 
vouched for the valet’s honesty, the members of his household 
never took it seriously, doubting as they always did, Rothschild’s 
piety and devotion, manifesting occasionally German traits and 
irreligious tendencies, being, apparently, in league with the devil, 
in which singular instance the Rabbi’s saintliness would not be 
reduced to meddle and investigate. But then, dismissing for the 
time being wonders and miracles, they wanted the Rabbi to 
resort to mundane means and worldly manipulations, namely to 
go to Rothschild and demand the return of the stolen money. 

With chagrin and reluctance, the Rabbi repaired for Roths- 
child’s abode and was gratified to find him home. The latter 
being, likewise, pleased to behold his master in his house, won- 
dered, however, at the extended homage and wished to know the 
cause that prompted the Rabbi to take a special trip to his erst- 
while valet. Whereupon, the Rabbi, slowly but surely, related 
of the loss of the five hundred ducats, feeling it keenly now, 
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when his daughter is to be engaged to a suitable husband, who, 
however, would not complete the performance without obtaining 
of two hundred ducats, as the first installment on account of the 
dowry. Hesitating for a moment or two, Rothschild admitted 
his guilt of taking the five hundred ducats, advancing the reason 
for his vandalism the need and necessity of himself to get mar- 
ried and his girl demanding five hundred ducats as well. He, 
thereupon, helped himself to the hidden treasure, being, never- 
theless, positive of repaying it in time, when the Rabbi will need 
its usage for dowry of his own daughter, and at the present 
moment he would repay to the Rabbi the 200 ducats, the exact 
amount that he requires, as this makes all his cash now, con- 
tinuing to pay the rest in small sums every week, until the entire 
500 are repaid, just in time for the wedding, when the latter 
takes effect in good luck. 

It goes without saying that the Wonder-Rabbi was satisfied 
with the proposition, pocketed the money and returned home, 
waiting for his valet’s promises to be fulfilled, though it pained 
him horribly to see that he mistook the man, whom he consid- 
» ered as honest and guiltless. Time passed as usual, in the course 
of which Rothschild sent continually the promised money, accord- 
ing to his income, making loans every once in a while, when there 
would be no coin left over from his small earnings and meager 
profits. 

At the approach of the Feast of Passover, a woman was 
hired to help in the cleaning, washing and scrubbing of the house 
and the furnishings of the Rabbi. She found in one of the 
unoccupied parts of the house a little bag filled with golden coin, 
the value of which she hardly knew. Of a doubtful character 
and somewhat curious as well, the woman took the bag home and 
showed it to her husband, asking for particulars and wondering 
what should be done with the bag. Keeping silent, was the 
husband’s advice, and saving the treasure for rainy days. Being, 
however, aware of the fact of a liquor store that flourished in 
the neighborhood, supplying as it did all the thirsty and thie 
hungry with food and drink of all sort8sand descriptions, the 
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scrubbing woman’s husband made it his custom to take but one 
ducat every night, which he carried over to the inn-keeper, order- 
ing drinks, lunches and all kinds of refreshments. Suspecting 
something wrong, the liquor man notified the local police, result- 
ing in the coming of one of the guardians of law and order to 
the inn, meet the distributor of the golden pieces of money and 
find out the latter’s original sources. Watching the man turned 
somewhat abnormal, after having emptied a number of glasses, 
the policeman succeeded in his plights and learned that the 
ducats belonged to the Wonder-Rabbi, the woman having stolen 
them and brought them over to her husband, the drunkard. 
The guilty couple was arrested and put into prison, while the 
bag with the ducats was handed over to the Rabbi, their owner. 
He hurriedly went to Rothschild, told him of having found his 
lost bag of ducats and reprimanded his former valet for assum- 
ing the position of a felon, while he was but honesty incarnate 
and perfection personified. Rothschild’s apology was, that he 
preferred to be considered a criminal than see the Rabbi suffering 
and his daughter losing her would-be husband. The Rabbi 
blessed Rothschild, which blessing came to pass, indeed. 


CXIV. 
SABBATH NACHMU 


HE Saturday, following the Fasting Day of the Ninth of 

Ab, commemorating as the latter does the burning of the 
Holy Temple, the destruction of Jerusalem, the conquest of 
Palestine and the scattering of the nation of Israel in all sides 
and directions, this Saturday is captioned in the Jewish calendar 
as Sabbath Nachmu, the latter dictum being the initial word of 
the fortieth chapter of the Book of Isaiah, which, added by fol- 
lowing paragraphs and subsequent passages, has been assigned by 
the wisdom and sagacity of the Rabbis to constitute part and, 
parcel of the day’s divine services, at the Synagogues. Nachmu 
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denotes comfort, Isaiah, the prophet of the Lord, cheers his 
down-trodden people, encourages their humble spirit and advises 
his fellow-prophets, contemporaneous and following, to offer 
comforts and extend consolations to brethren and kinsmen, all 
the while. Shedding of tears, constant afflictions and languishing 
contrition would rend a nation and ruin a people, completely, 
checking the ambitions and thwarting the aspirations. Hope and 
trust are, indeed, the stepping stones, the Jochin and Boas, the 
potent agents, leading the way towards restoration and rejuvena- 
tion, hindering, in some measure, the misery, wretchedness and 
disappointment. Proof positive and vital forces must necessarily 
escort the message of trust and accompany the watchword of 
hope. Articulative power, verbal assurance, eloquent preaching 
and mere promises could scarcely produce any tangible effects, 
the submissive resignation becoming too strong to yield and the 
deplorable conditions failing to change fronts at sudden notices 
and psychological moments. 


A number of prophets, sages and wiseacres appeared on the 
scenic surface, wielding their wisdom and displaying their pro- 
foundities. The people, however, regarded them lightly, dis- 
missing the given advices with pathetic sighs, never resenting 
their pensive moods and gloomy disposition. Hosea, the sup- 
posedly leading prophet, according to the Talmud (Baba Bathra 
f. 14, b), introduces himself with the remarkable promise of “I 
will be as a dew unto Israel,” the sincerity of which they hardly 
believe, for the fact that this very sage but recently sentenced 
Ephraim to be smitten, “Their root dried up, shall bear no fruit” 
(Hosea xiv, 6; ix, 16). Why, being condemned to total destruc- 
tion both, root and branch, what good will the dew bring forth? 
Of what avail is fresh water for withered flowers, smitten roses, 
decayed fruits? 


Joel, the next on the roster of the Minor Prophets, comes 
with the mission of “And it will come to pass on that day that 
the mountains shall drop down sweet wine and the hills shall 
follow with milk, ard all the ravines of Judah shall flow with 
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water.” The milk and the vine of Joel could not, apparently, 
replace the traditional milk and honey of Moses, the former turn- 
ing but sour somewhat sooner than it should, while the latter, 
the honey, carried the sting right along, choking and biting 
instead of refresring and satisfying. And then, this very mes- 
senger admonished his people, on a previous occasion, in a some- 
what undignified manner, telling them to “Wake up, ye drunk- 
ards, and weep, wail all ye drinkers of wine, because of the sweet 
wine that is taken away from your mouth” (Joel iv, 18;i, 5). If 
the somewhat doubtful epithet of drunkard is once bestowed on 
them, why indulge again in drinking and justify the disgraceful 
nickname? Is it because members of other nationalilties drink 
excessively, in season and out of season, that the Israelites should 
have become congenial to these traits and customs, follow similar 
causes and pursue identical effects. resulting as they may, time and 
again, in turning heroes of the gutter and knights of the prison? 

Amos is the next to appear on the arena, delivering himself of 
the divine power which would hasten ‘The day when I shall raise 
up David’s fallen tabernacle,” meeting, likewise, with the distrust 
and suspicion of his former colleagues. After having prognosti- 
cated that “She will have fallen, she shall never rise again, the 
virgin of Israel” (Amos ix, 11; v, 2), for what purpose then 
should the Davidic tent be risen? Who will enjoy its hospitality 
and who will share its shelter? 

Micah arrives now before the tribnual with his lofty idea of 
“Who is a God like unto Thee, pardoning iniquity and forgiving 
transgressions to the residue of his heritage?”’, which, however, 
was severely criticized. Why, they say, “The transgressions of 
Jacob caused the mountains to melt and the valleys to cleave in 
twain” (Micah vii, 18; i, 4-5), the very words of this seer, then 
the pardon and forgiveness are somewhat late, melted mountains 
and cleaven valleys will never beckon to stray refugees and 
fugitive wanderers. Again, the notion of a forgiving God may 
become instrumental in the continuation of transgressions and 
the countenancing of iniquities, leading, once again, to disaster, 
dispersion and ruin. 
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The last prophet announces his coming with the representa- 
tion of a comforting shibboleth, namely, “And all the nations 
shall call you blessed, for you shall be as a land of delight.” 
Doubt and skepticism meet the speaker in response to his con- 
solations. Why, after giving utterance to the passage of “I have 
no delight in you, saith the Lord of Hosts” (Malachi iii, 12; 
i, 10), what good would be accomplished by the nations’ praises 
and laudations, delights and pleasures, satisfactions and con- 
gratulations? There will, rather, accumulate jealousy and envy, 
turning as they might, in the course of time, into hatred and ani- 
mosity, with the probable results and possible consequences of 
fights and battles, the blessings becoming curses and the delights 
transferred into dislikes, the Lord having once rejected His 
people, they must need become the universal prey and the public 
spoil, for ever and ever. Where then are the comforts and con- 
solations, which are indeed but delusive lullings into sleep eternal 
and mere mirages, insignificant devices and small subterfuges for 
erstwhile tortures and whilom sufferings? No, there is no com- 
fort, no consolation for Israel, no mortal can heal his wounds, 
‘no creature may mitigate his pangs, unless it is God Almighty 
Himself, coming down to bring salvation to His children and re- 
demption to His people, having thusly promised to the Patriarchs, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob! 

There were confusion and commotion up above, in God’s 
own heavenly habitation, prophets and seers with profusive tears 
and wailing voices, tell of their terrible experiences, how, down- 
cast and melancholic, Israel refused to be comforted. The Arch- 
angels, Michael and Gabriel, have been consulted, and the son 
of Amoz was ordained prophet in Israel, to alleviate his people’s 
struggles and offer balsam for their intense sufferings. The 
mantle that never fitted the other seers turned part and parcel 
of Isaiah, who is, inded, a constant target and a continual object 
for both, Jews and Gentiles, for misquotations and misrepresen- 
. tations. Gentiles, calling themselves Christians, misconstrue nu- 
merous paragraphs of Isaiah’s prophecies, while Jewish children 
chant Isaiah’s passages, in the courses oftheir confirmations, 
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after the manner and fashion of accepted intonations and tradi- 
tional melodies, parrot-like, never taking the trouble to study and 
peruse the meaning and the significance of the operated recita- 
tions, firmly blieving, however, of becoming, this wise, true and 
loyal sons of the Covenant. 


Isaiah maintains that the Israelites need no outside pressure, 
they may form their own salvation and bring themselves their 
redemption, rising, indeed, after being smitten, by the promulga- 
tion of God’s precepts to their own delight and the satisfaction 
of the civilized world, with the slogan of “The grass withereth, 
the flower fadeth, but the word of our God will stand firm for 
ever” (Isaiah xi, 8). Strengthened by Divine power, Israel shall 
sin no more, and like refreshing dew will bring forth happiness 
and satisfaction, wisdom and understanding will overflow the 
land, David’s tent, Zion, shall rise, Jerusalem will be rebuilt, the 
Temple consecrated, Palestine restored and Israel rejuvenated, 
as in days of old and times of yore. Amen, Selah! 


CXV. 
SACRIFICED TO MODERN MOLOCH 


EX was the pet of the family, yet he was but partly fed, in 
R order that he may bark the louder, for want of provision, 
thus driving away the peddlers and beggars from the farm and 
its immediate approaches. 


Half-starved, the dog made a pilgrimage to neighboring 
farms, settling permanently on a Jewish homestead, where the 
summer-boarders passed the hot season and scorching period, 
finding as Rex did sufficient food there for the satisfaction of his 
canine appetite. 


Scrupulous about the dietary laws, the proprietors followed 
to an iota all the Mosaic regulations and Rabbinic promulgations, 
as prescribed and ordered, accordingly, even as to abstain from 
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eating meat and fleshy stuff in the course of the Nine Days of 
National Mourning for the conquest of Palestine, destruction of 
Jerusalem and burning down of the Temple, by Titus and his 
Roman legions, running as this gloomy period of Jewish history 
does through the first nine days of the month of Ab of the lunar 
calendar to the closing thereof on the Fasting Day of Tishah 
b’Ab, the ninth day of that particular month. Host and guests 
lived then on milk regimen, cheese cakes and buttered truffles, 
substituting subterfuges for veal chops and mutton steaks. Rex 
had to follow suit, as a matter of common course, and certainly 
turned Jewish by leaps and bounds. 


Times change, indeed, and hands changed with them. An- 
other farmer and other boarders settled on the premises, these 
people being radical to the extreme, disrgarding Jwish customs 
and discarding Rabbinic traditions, defying the very notion of the 
observance of Days of Mourning, neither refraining from the 
use of meat, nor introducing milky material and buttered matter 
on the domestic sceneries. 


Instinctively, Rex, purporting to know the import of the 
season and the significance of the time, refused to touch the for- 
bidden food, barking, however, continually, with all his might 
and main for want of dinner and lack of sustenance. 


Startled by the dog’s changed attitude, never guessing as to 
its real cause of mourning for the destruction of the Solomonic 
Temple, conquest of Palestine, conflagration of Jerusalem and 
down-fall of Zion, and dreading the possibility of Rex going mad, 
host, hostess and visitors armed themselves with sticks and beat 
the poor beast into insensibility, causing its death, a victim of 
radical irreligiousness. 
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CXVI. 
THE SACRIFICES OF THE GALICIAN JEWS 


N the very midst of the tempest and storm, wind and whirl- 

wind, thunder and lightning of the raging war and fierce 
fighting, comes the satisfactory tidings and the delightful news 
of the wonderful sacrifices offered by the half-starving, poverty- 
stricken and dilapidated Jews of Galicia for the support and 
assistance of the National Fund in Palestine. It must be borne 
in mind that Galicia was always considered Austria’s stepchild, 
because of which its people, the Poles, turned inferior to the 
other races and nationalities, comprising the ferment and leaven 
of the country’s growth, extension and multiplicity. The Ger- 
man chauvinism and the Teutonic self-aggrandizement, making 
inroads and gaining adherents among the Austrians, Hungarians, 
Bohemians, Ruthenians and Poles, at the latter’s own expense 
and detriment, racial variations and religious differentiations not- 
withstanding. Severing former connections and obliterating 
erstwhile relations, Galicians follow suit and become full-fledged 
Germans, adapting themselves to Teutonic culture, sway, pres- 
tige and customs. 

Ill-treated by one and dorset by the others, the Jews suf- 
fer and struggle politically, economically and socially, reduced 
almost to states and stages of indigency and beggary. And the 
continuous war and its atrocious devastations rendered thousands 
and tens of thousands of the Galician Jews almost homeless, 
penniless and foodless, entirely depending upon the mercy and 
pity of charitable co-religionists and philanthropic kinsmen, at 
home and abroad. Yet, out of their meager portions and allotted 
shares, they managed to contribute to the National Fund, for the 
building and development of Palestine, the formidable sum of 
forty-eight thousand Francs! Why, these Galician Jews broke 
the record, out-Heroded Herod and put to shame their prosper- 
ous brethren in the lands of plenty, opulence and wealth, the 
promised and promising America especially. The latter, as a 
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matter of record, collects and forwards vast sums of money for 
the Jewish sufferers from the war and its terrible effects, the 
Galician Jews sharing, likewise, American generosity and divid- 
ing the benefits with the other unfortunates. And to deprive 
themselves, wives and children from life’s first necessities and 
commodities, giving instead away for the establishment of a 
Jewish homeland and the restoration of Zion to its former glory, 
ancient lustre and quondam greatness, is certainly a marvelous 
appearance and a supernatural phenomenon, the like of which 
was never chronicled in the history of any nation, denomination 
or aggregation ! 

The Jews in Galicia number one million, approximately, 
struggling continually and suffering horribly, without and within, 
mentally and physically, from friend and foe alike. Neighboring 
Gentiles, as well as Jews in other countries, Austrian and Hun- 
garian inclusive, look down upon them, casting slurs and consid- 
ering them below the ordinary level of mankind, some sorts of 
outcasts, abnormal, illiterate and ignorant, whose fathers of 
former generations having, likewise, been stupid and backward. 
The reason for this accusation is obvious and the cause for the 
impeachment is ostensible. For some text or pretext, the Gali- 
cian Jews never divorced themselves from the traditional gabar- 
dine, customary girdle and the muchly abused side-locks, with 
the kinky beard as a finishing touch. Now, to stamp a million 
of people as irrational and aboriginal, just because of the peculiar 
manner of dress and the singular mode of habiliment, is indeed 
preposterous and absurd. Long robes and expansive garments 
are the priestly outfit both, in continental Europe and various 
American countries, and as the Hebrews of old were consecrated 
as priests for the service of the Lord, it is but right and proper 
for one and all to distinguish themselves by special designations 
and suitable resignations. And as for the side-locks, why they 
are Mosaic injunctions and one must indeed follow suit, irrespec- 
tive of environments and circumstances. Neither is the charge 
of ignorance based on any solid foundation, the reverse, rather 
being the case. Why, the names of Nachman Krochmal, Solo- 
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mon L. Rappaport, Isaac Erter, Solomon Rubin and Solomon 
Buber shine brightly on the Jewish horizon of all countries an¢ 
continents. Being, however, between the hammer and the anvil, 
all the while, ground mercilessly, in season and out of seasor, 
the Jews in Galicia stepped back some few steps, making no his 
tory and creating no wonders, leaving these plights and postula 
tions to lucky kinsmen and advanced brethren. 

With the beginning of the Universal War and its overtures 
and maneuvers, the changing of lands and the transferring of 
ownership, every-now and then, opened the eyes of the Galician 
Jews to think of their future in a publicly assured and properly 
secured homeland in Palestine, and while speeches, addresses, 
manifestations and demonstrations are the lares and penates of 
the Jews in many lands, the Galicians superseded them a hundred 
fold, actions speaking, indeed, louder than words, especially when 
these are bought at such high prices, as the deprivation of one’s 
self and immediate members of his family from the crust of 
bread and the morsel of food for the lofty ideal of Palestine re- 
stored and the worthy idea of a rejuvenated Zion! 

They are heroes, the Galician Jews are, and God shall cer- 
tainly grant them bliss and blessings! 


CXVII. 
THE SAMARITANS AND THEIR PASCHAL LAMB 


HE Samaritans, according to the Scriptural history, as it is 

recorded in the Second Book of Kings, constitute a people 
who were transferred to the land of Israel, after the latter had 
been taken captive and sent into exile by the Assyrians. Having 
a sprinkling of both, Jewish blood and Jewish traditions, the 
Samaritans turned offensive, arrogant and uppermost, consider- 
ing themselves the scions from the genuine stock of Israel, the 
higher strata, the “upper crust,” and reducing the bulk of Jews 
and Jewries almost to a state of humiliation. They, the Samari- 
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tans, maintain that but for the sake of their ancestors Moses 
appeared on the scenic surface, achieved the historical redemp- 
tion, divided the water of the Red Sea and led his flock success- 
fully through the wilderness for a period of forty years. 

With the course of time and advance of ages, the gulf wid- 

ened, the schism grew and the separation increased. There arose 
particular legends, special customs, sundry notions and singular 
functions, the like of which could hardly be traced to other clans 
and tribes of Israel. Moreover, the Samaritans had the audacity 
to divest Jerusalem of its saintly paraphernalia, ancient majesty 
and historical beauty, adopting the Mount of Gerizzim as a sub- 
terfuge. The mention of the latter and the lack of the former 
in the Pentateuch caused, somehow or other, the elevation of one 
at the expense of the other. And this strife and struggle between. 
Jerusalem and Gerizzim for recognition and consideration have 
been continually in motion and operation for the last three thou-. 
sand years, Gerizzim admitting its defeat, sooner or later, and 
bowing in submission before overwhelming Jerusalem. 
» The Samaritans dwindled down to the insignificant number of 
one hundred and ninety souls, occupying the so-called Samaritan 
Quarter, in the city of Schechem, Palestine. Outwardly they 
differ but little if any from their Arabian neighbors and towns- 
men, the garb, headgear and mode of dressing being identical. 
The melancholic look of the eyes tell, however, a tale of suffer- 
ings and struggles, manifesting thus the mental anguish and the 
approaching doom, comforting themselves as the Samaritans 
painfully do with the gloomy outlook of a universal disaster, a 
public calamity, a worldly catastrophe, which will come to pass 
upon all mankind. 

Formerly they knew the Hebrew tongue, the medium of 
their prayers and supplications, to perfection. Now decay and 
decadence stare in their faces, the growing generation concen- 
trates its knowledge and wisdom in the Arabic exclusively, at 
the expense of any other tongue. The High Priest, the Samari- 
tans’ spiritual leader, appealed to the Hilf’s Kerein der Deutschen 
Jweden, some years ago, for the erection and establishment of a 
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Hebrew school. The Berlin powers-that-be have not considered, 
for obvious reasons, the priestly application. 

The Samaritans are financially disabled and circumstantially 
lagging, some of whom are trading in small objects of merchan- 
dise, others occupy themselves with all sorts of labor, skilled, 
artistic and otherwise, while the remaining members of the clan 
invented a somewhat novel phase of commerce. They watch for 
tourists, visitors and men of research who come to their quarters 
in quest of spiritual pabulum for literary purposes and scientific 
matter. A visit to the Samaritan Synagogue brings quite a sum 
of money into the empty pockets of the guide, the inspection of 
the community’s records nets considerable sums of money for a 
dozen or more of powers-that-be; while the witnessing of reli- 
gious ceremonies and the observation of traditional performances 
grant pecuniary subsidies for the entire tribe for indefinite 
periods. 

The Genizah, a dictum coined by Dr. Solomon Schechter of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, though wanting 
in vocabularies and lacking in encyclopedias, found its correct 
meaning and proper definition in the Samaritan Quarter of 
Schechem. The Samaritans, at least a portion of them, under- 
stand that Genizah contains old manuscripts, rare books, rusty 
pages and hoary writings, which turn into peculiar treasures, 
milch cows and “gold bricks” if cunningly handled and cleverly 
dealt with. Accordingly, the subtle Samaritans as the natives of 
Palestine, familiar with the historical places and ancient tombs, 
find, unearth and discover, every now and then, objects of curi- 
osity and subjects for seekers of rare articles. The Book of 
Joshua, recently purchased by Dr. Moses Gaster, Rabbi of the 
Sephardic community of London, England, was but manufac- 
tured by one of these subtle and scheming Samaritans. 

Those travellers and archaelogians who search for antiqui- 
ties and look for old relics are indeed fully compensated by 
observing the rites and customs conducted by the Samaritans, 
which are still following the very ways and means as they have 
been practised some thousands of years ago, undergoing no 
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changes and assuming no alterations. The Paschal lamb, the offer- 
ing of which is but a part of one’s recollection of his Sabbath- 
school lessons, is an actual reality with the Samaritans, sacrificed 
as it is with the same, perhaps, zeal and enthusiasm as it was 
by the ancestors in the days of Moses, when the commandment 
was first promulgated. 

The astronomical calculations in vogue with the Jews all 
over the civilized sections of the world, finding no followers in 
the camps of the Samaritans, the uninitiated chancing to come to 
Schechem can never tell what festival or commemoration there 
may be celebrated by local supposedly members of the Jewish 
race, if there is any race at all, from an ethnical view or an 
anthropological point. The High Priest or the ecclesiastic func- 
tionary of the Samaritans is the only authority to set the feasts 
and establish the comemorative days for his constituents to cele- 
brate and rejoice. One finds himself, indeed, on the zenith of 
ecstasy beholding the entire population, men, women and chil- 
dren, assembled one morning on the summit of the Gerizzim, ab- 
sorbed in devotional prayers, watching at the same time their 
spiritual leader performing some mystic ceremony upon an inno- 
cent lamb, putting it on an improvised altar, where a heap of 
wood in a burning position causes pillars of smoke to ascend 
heavenward. MHurriedly, in lieu of the Biblical narration, the 
lamb but partly roasted is removed from the fire and equally 
distributed to all present, the strangers and visitors included, for 
immediate consumption and festal breakfast. 


CXVIIL. Lx 

THE SCRIPTURAL BETH-SHEMESH 
|S yercsie gun related recently of the discovery of the ancient 
city of Beth-Shemesh by a group of pioneers, under the 


auspices of the Palestine Exploration Fund. It is located in the 
neighborhood of Jerusalem, thirty miles separating one from the 
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other. A discovery of this particular kind carries important news 
and significant tidings for students of Scriptural chronology and 
scholars of ancient history. Pundits and Orientalists received 
the intelligence with delight and studied its details with satisfac- 
tion. Beth-Shemesh, in addition to its frequent mention in the 
Holy Writ and its prevailing dominancy among sister-cities, 
Beth-Shemesh turned popular in days of old and times of yore 
among both, Israelites and Philistines, alike. Thither the Ark of 
the Lord was sent, after being kept in various places as hostage 
and spoil, the result of the Israelitic defeats and the consequences 
of the Philistines’ victories. Resting and reposing, there and 
then, the Ark of the Lord, the Scriptures relate, became dreadful 
and horrifying, those approaching its premises were smitten and 
killed, the calamity increasing enormously, thousands upon thou- 
sands sharing the disaster and turning sacrificial victims (I. Sam- 
uel, vi, 9-20). Of course, high criticism treats the episode meta- 
phorically. Shemesh, fathering the English dictum of “sun,” 
reflects upon the Gentiles who are compared to the sun (Succah, 
f. 29, a). Beholding the holiness of the Ark and attracted by 
the greatness of God, men and women of all races and tribes 
discard former occupations and relinquish previous trades, be- 
coming dead to the world and its allurements, joining the ways 
of virtue, righteousness, and Godliness, the Biblical number of 
the smitten ones, assuming as it does the exceedingly large fig- 
ures of fifty thousand and seventy, prompts the theologian and 
student to doubt the statement and admit an exaggeration. But 
then, the very fact that Beth-Shemesh made pabulum for, an alle- 
gory, it calls for a wider attention and deserves greater credit, 
and its recent find by contemporaneous explorers is, indeed, a 
source of delight and resource of satisfaction to one and all, 
occidental and oriental, scholar and layman, Jew and Gentile. 
Beth-Shemesh has been given honor and distinction, time 
and again, in the Bible, having played conspicuously in the time 
of Joshua, Solomon and Ahaz (Joshua xix, 38; I Kings iv. 9; 
II Chronicles xxviii, 18). And now after a continuous forget- 
fulness and a long oblivion, lasting fully two-thousand and five 
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hundred years, Beth Shemesh reappears on the sceneries, once 
again, to tell the offspring of ancestral glory and verify the tru- 
ism of ancient writings. 

We Jews rejoice and are pleased with the archaeological 
success and the exploring expedition’s progress, sharing the lau- 
rels and participating in the distribution of the trophies. But 
then, there seems to gather peculiar objects and queer matters, 
eclipsing the sunshine and threatening its brightness. 

Why are the Jews beggars, waiting for alms and knocking 
at eleemosynary institutions? To have their past revealed, their 
history told, their Bible praised, their heroes lauded, their ruins 
cleared and their glory established, what do they look for proxies 
for? Having men in their midst who run exchanges, speculate 
on bourses, finance wars, conduct railroads, edify institutions, 
establish Colored Christian Associations and assist Catholic 
Churches, could not the Jews form their own Palestinian Expe- 
ditions, Exploring Funds and Oriental Research Societies? Nu- 
merous Jews and numberless Jewesses undertake annual pilgrim- 
ages to Rome, Paris, London, Vienna and Berlin, spend for- 
tunes on luxurious souvenirs and costly antiquities, products and 
inventions of the respective European capitals, never going to 
Jerusalem, neither remembering Zion, nor visiting Hebron, the 
resting place of the Patriarchs. They long to kiss the seam of 
the papal garment in Rome, never caring to subscribe to the 
scanty sustenance of the Jerusalemic Rabbis. Past and present 
constitute but one long chain, our brethren in faith and race miss 
a link, because of which they discard their present kin and dis- 
regard the past affiliation. Gentiles and Christians turn substi- 
tutes, emphasizing thus the prophetic dirge of “Our inheritance 
is turned over to strangers” (Lamentations, v, 2) ! 
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CXIX. 
THe SCRIPTURAL. TARSHISH 


DISPATCH to the New York Times announced recently 

the discovery and location of the Biblical city of Tarshish, 
having it identified with an obscure and insignificant hamlet in 
Spain. Modern archaeologians and contemporaneous investiga- 
tors endeavor, time and again, to search and inquire for Biblical 
relics, remnants of antiquity and ancient curiosities in all corners 
of the globe. 

Tarshish, a city of a Biblical reputation and Scriptural fame, 
has been located by scholars and savants here, there and every- 
where. 

Jews of Tunis were inclined to look upon their capital as the 
old Tarshish, putting thus the latter in charge and custody of 
France, Frenchmen of research subscribing to the issue and 
priding themselves with the identification, checking this wise 
further discussion and discontinuing the progressing expeditions. 
But then, there might have existed several cities by the euphonic 
name of Tarshish. In the days of old and times of yore there 
could have been as well as now cities and towns adorned by the 
same feathers and bedecked with resembling ornaments, the dis- 
puted Tarshish having undergone a similar fate. 

Originally, Tarshish is the proper name of the great grand- 
son of Noah (Genesis x, 1-4), which expanded largely and was 
applied to a harbor city (Jonah I, 3), as well as to remote places 
and far-off settlements (Isaiah Ixvi, 19; Psalms Ixxvii, 10). 
Later Tarshish ramified widely, adorning ocean liners and ships 
of navigation (Ezekiel xxxvili, 13; Psalms xlviii, 8) though 
this Tarshish may deal with a city of that name where ships have 
been built and boats constructed. 

On the other hand, there are Bilical critics who deny the en- 
tire existence of a city by that name, giving Tarshish a Phoeni- 
cian definition, signifying seaport or the sea itself. These suppo- 
sitions and hypotheses can hardly be taken for their face value, 
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Scriptural records and historical annals refuting statements as 
these, Tarshish associating continually with other cities of 
import and prominence. A German-Jewish savant, deluded by 
the recent fads and fancies of Higher Criticism, ventured the 
statement that the author of the Biblical Book of Chronicles 
failed to understand the true meanings of Tarshish. This sup- 
posed Orientalist advanced some steps forwards, accusing the 
Rabbis of the Gemara in the lack of sufficient knowledge of the 
Mishnah and its multifarious overtures. Having departed from 
this world of tears and sorrow, he may be spared the contempt 
he actually deserved, let his name be withheld and his memory 
be left in peace. 

Tarshish, it appears, produced gold, silver, copper, iron, lead 
and zinc (Jeremiah x, 9), supplying neighboring countries with 
these particular species. The question of location arises then. 
The Septuagint identifies it with Carthage, which is, indeed, part 
and parcel of Tunis, lending thus color to the beliefs and notions 
of the latter’sJews, which theory is substantiated, likewise, by 
Jonathan’s Aramaic Translation, Africa proving the cradle of 
both, Tarshish and Tunis. While a telegraphic message flashed 
recently all over the civilized world, made Spain the cradle of 
Tarshish. Jews have suffered enough by means and media of 
Spanish inquisition, cruelties and tortures. Now, to yield, once 
again, to Iberian arrogance and Pyrenean assumption, because of 
the cabled messages of the Associated Press, would display a 
mere spirit of genuflection and a degrading tendency of cringing 
hackneyism. There are, indeed, geographical divisions between 
Palestine and Spain, Jerusalem and Madrid, Zion and Barcelona, 
the distance, however, being considerable, navigation and sailing 


hardly combining with one another. Tarshish is Tunis, sure 
enough. 
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CXX. 


SIGEMUND BROMBERG, POET AND ZIONIST, 
PASSES AWAY 


IGEMUND BROMBERG, one of the erstwhile aspirants for 

membership in the brotherhood of Polish poets and lately 
professor at the girls’ gymnasium at Lodz, Poland, died suddenly, 
a short time ago. Born at Tarnow, Galicia, 55 years ago, young 
Sigemund received no Jewish rearing at all, his parents being 
extremely antagonistic to Jews and Judaism, assimilation being 
their motto and secular education the aim and goal for their 
efforts and strivings. Although Galicia in those days was domi- 
nated and ruled by Austria, the language of which was German, 
the Bromberg family gave predilection to the Polish language, 
literature, culture and customs. 


The most Jews of those days, outlandish in their attire, ori- 
ental in their appearance and awkward in their manners, in 
Galicia in particular, employed the Yiddish tongue, which is 
practically German plus corruptions and pollutions, for their 
daily intercourse and continuous conversation, and the supposedly 
refined individuals and the apparently modern Jews went to ex- 
tremes, discarding the real genuine German language so as to 
avoid confusion and prevent embarrassment. 


Under such conditions and environments, it was but natural 
and characteristic for Bromberg to grow and develop into a real 
and unsophisticated Pole, especially when he succeeded to the 
mastery of the Polish language with inclinations and impulses of 
writing poetry. He, as a matter of record, advanced several 
steps farther than his parents of a former generation and a some- 
what conservative mind, having replaced his name of Bromberg, 
German, pure and simple, by the cognomen of Bitkowsky, pass- 
ing this wise as a full-fledged Pole and severing all connections 
with his Jewish ancestry and racial affiliations, But for unknown 
reasons and mysterious causes, Bitkowsky turned Bromberg, once 
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again, forsook his Polish aspirations and became a convert to the 
Zionist movement, which had undergone there and then its 
embryonic stages of the pre-Herzlian times and Hobebei Zion 
periods. 


He went to Lemberg, the quondam Mecca of the Galician 
intellectuals, procured employment with one of the local attor- 
neys, where he worked through the day, studying at night Jewish 
history, Rabbinic research and Zionistic literature. Hess’ “Rome 
and. Jerusalem” and Smolensky’s “Am Olam” transformed Brom- 
berg into an incarnate Zionist and personified nationalist. He 
issued a clarion call for a mass meeting for the introduction of 
Zionist ideas and the establishment of a permanent society. 


Among the candidates for membership who answered the 
first call were Dr. Nathan Birnbaum, now known as one of the 
leaders of the Agudath Israel; Dr. Isaac Feld, author of the 
Zion hymn of “Dort Wou Die Zeder’; Adolph Strand, after- 
wards the Galician representative in the Austrian Parliament; 
Reuben Asher Braudes, author of “Hadath vHahayim” ; Ger- 
shom Bader, associate editor of the New York Jewish Daily 
News, and many other men of fame. A Zionistic society was 
formed and as preparations were in vogue for Dr. Theodore 
Herzl’s projected Zionistic Congress to be gathered in Basle, 
Switzerland, material was selected and delegates appointed. 
Sigemund Bromberg was chosen for the mission of representing 
the Lemberg Jews at the Basle Conference. 


Mr. Bromberg cut a figure at the Basle Conference, oppos- 
ing Dr. Herzl at the very start, believing the latter’s propositions 
and program but mere theories, which would never become ac- 
complished, his very shibboleth of “legally assured and publicly 
acknowledged Jewish Homeland in Palestine,” Bromberg main- 
tained, was but an idealistic illusion and a deceiving chimera, for 
_what instrument could force the legal assurance and what agency 
would back the public acknowledgement? Subscribing rather to 
the popular slogan of “Actions speak louder ‘than words,” Sige- 
mund Bromberg clung tenaciously to the old Hobebei Zion 
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watchword, consisting of practical work and.continuous doings, 
buying land, calling volunteers, settling in Palestine, cultivating 
the soil, spreading farming and furthering colonization, by all 
means and methods, at all risks and hazards, with fervent devo- 
tion and zealous passion, bordering on self-denial and personal 
sacrifice. 


Firmly believing in the realization of his hopes and the 
coming of the millennium, Bromberg affiliated himself with the 
enthusiastic group of Zionists of his home town, formed a society 
under the euphonic name of Ahabath Zion, went to Palestine, 
established the colony known as Mahanaim and assumed charge 
of the latter. 


The glorious results being somewhat slow in putting in their 
appearance, the Zionist neophyte turned disappointed and 
gloomy, doubting the future and wondering whether it is rational 
or fallacious to stress an ideal just because an unfortunate, wan- 
dering and stiff-necked people had cherished and encouraged it 
for fully two thousand years? ; 


Finding no satisfactory solution for his anomalous problem, 
Sigemund Bromberg returned to Galicia, engaged in educational 
work and took up once more his forgotten and forsaken Polish 
poetry. But having gone through Jewish depths and national 
profoundities, his topics and subjects turned Jewish, pure and 
simple, all the while, almost against his own wishes and desires. 
Having recognized before the abilities and talents of Sigemund 
Bromberg, the government assisted him both, in his educational 
work and journalistic ventures. But with the introduction of the 
World War and especially at the partition of Austria, after the 
conclusion of peace, Bromberg lost his prestige. May his soul 
rest in peace! 
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CXXI. 
SIMON SAMUEL FRUG 


T IS terrible, indeed, for one to long for light and yearn for 

air, getting neither one nor the other. His eyes gaze into 
space, pensive, gloomy and sad; his heart melts for want of 
fresh, pure air, looking for it in all sides and directions. Thick 
darkness and pestilential atmosphere confront him, at last, after 
diligent quests and continual searchings. Is it providential des- 
tiny or the individual’s shortsightedness? It is left to students 
of human nature and disciples of theological seminaries to pon- 
der and pore on the complicated topics and intricated subjects. 

As with an individual so it is with an aggregation of indi- 
viduals, commonly called nation or people. And when an indi- 
vidual takes the task to suffer single-handed the pangs and the 
agonies of the entire nation, whose strugglings for light and 
suffering from want of air for thousands of years never cease, 
stop or hinder, then this man is a hero, a saint, a martyr, and no 
expression of pity, no words of condolence, no comforting speech 
may suffice for the conveyance of solace and the bearing of 
alleviation. 

Simon Samuel Frug is the name of the man. He is romantic 
and poetic, a sort of a dreamer and a visionary. He sees where 
others fail to observe, he feels where others remain apathetic. His 
eyes are keen and his heart is warm, all the time. The nature is 
wonderful, the stars shine, the water rushes, the birds sing, all 
these phenomena are indeed impressive and inspiring, interesting 
and instructive, noble and beautiful, but the Hebrew poet is 
chained and shackled, his lips are parched by the sun, dried from 
thirst, his muse disappeared, he cannot sing, he may but sigh in 
his longing for freedom and his yearning for water. 

He did not sing. Frug never sang. He mourned for his 
people for fully 30 years. The minor key was the poet’s hobby 
all the time, lamenting the downfall of hispeople, after the 
manner and fashion of Isaiah, Jeremiah and David. Frug never 
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sang of feminine beauty and loving affairs, his nation’s beauty 
having faded long ago and a wounded heart knows love no more. 
He was more than a poet, a singer in Israel, he was a prophet, 
a seer, prophsying of the future of his people, their aim, striv- 
ings, tendencies and proclivities. In fact, some of his poems are 
* neither novel nor original, having taken them from the Bible, 
Talmud, Midrash and other Jewish sources. But then the origi- 
nal dictum has been misconstrued by some and misunderstood 
by others. Emerson maintains that originality does not carry the 
idea of creating both, the substance and the veneering, in which 
instance one must revert for an example to the spider which 
forms its web out of its own material. 

The genius mingles with the people, observes their actions, 
follows conditions, participates in their pains, shares their plea- 
sures and studies, likewise, their manners, notices their wishes 
and beholds the hustle and bustle of life and its accessories. All 
combined, the poet weaves them into a profile, which expands, in 
the course of time, assuming large dimensions and gigantic pro- 
portions. 

Nature and its innumerable appearances carry messages and 
convey missions to all of us mortals, irrespective of age, class, 
rank, file and station. The sun whispers, the moon beckons, the 
stars shout, the heavens roar, mankind at large fails to under- 
stand these peculiar things, the genius does and answers accord- 
ingly, being indeed himself part and parcel of the celestial beings. 

The Jews as a whole bear the brunt and carry the burden 
of the continuous exile, the long captivity, the perpetual Goluth; 
the intensity, depth and bitterness thereof, however, have never 
been felt since the days of Jehuda Halevi, as much, as hard and 
as bad as it is felt by Frug, whose moans are appalling, whose 
groans are terrifying and whose weepings are heart-rending. 
When Frug sheds tears, the latter swell into rivulets in great 
profustion; the rain, wind and the entire universe join in the 
sorrowful procedure. 

So much for the man, the poet, the genius. Now about the 
poems, the songs and the masterpieces of the literary output. 
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These may be divided into three sections: elegies, poems from 
the Bible and the Talmud, and reflections on Jewish life and 
conditions. The elegies manifest the poet’s inner soul, which 
suffers constant tormentings and continual tortures for the mis- 
fortune of Israel. There are poets, Frug says, who sing of 
might and heroism, plow and harvest, while he has also two 
articles of import, a torch to look for the ruins and a spade to 
dig the graves. Day and night, one must needs weep and cry 
at the fresh graves, the new sepulchres, dressing in black, mourn- 
ing bitterly and shedding tears all the while. The grave-digger 
is but human and wants consolation and calmness, if not for him- 
self, then for his unfortunate people, whose weeping might have 
ceased and tears dried off. A useless task, a dreadful venture! 
He is but vexatious and lachrymal, lacks the cheering facilities 
and his smile turns into spasmodic convulsions. Hard as he 
tries to cheer and comfort, bitterness and poison fill his cup, 
leaving no room for salvation, no place for redemption. Frug 
resigns in humble submission, exclaiming as he does: “I cannot 
laugh, I have no smile to render!” 

His reflections on Jewish life are somewhat meagre in their 
picturesqueness, wanting the finishing touches of the painter’s 
brush and chisel. Jewish life in those days, some thirty or forty 
years ago, in the smaller towns of the Pale, in Russian Lithuania, 
was simple, monotonous and ridiculous. Loving his people as 
dearly and deeply as Frug does, he would forgive them their 
iniquities and discount their transgressions. Though a trained 
intellectual, a reared maskil, Frug is the son of his people, all the 
time, never forgetting his mission of peace and commission of 
harmony; his censures savoring of pity, his criticism flavoring 
with passion and his rebukes losing their venom in the abundance 
of sympathy and compassion that the sketches flourish with. 

His poems from the Bible and Talmud are masterpieces, 
indeed, ranking our poet with the greatest singers of Israel as 
well as of other nations. Frug is perhaps the first to discover 
the hidden treasures and the concealed charms of the Talmudic 
Agada or the Rabbinic adages. No scholar, thedlogian, Rabbi or 
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scribe has ever got such a profound inspiration, such a divine 
infusion, such a deep impression from the beauties and the 
niceties of the Talmudic legends, parables and allegories as Frug 
did. It is enough to read Frug’s “Cup” and behold the master- 
mind and the masterly hand of the poet Frug. The Rabbis in 
their graves danced for joy and sent kisses to Frug for his lucid 
interpretation and vivid translations of their words, style and 
diction. His songs in this particular branch of reviving old 
scenes and reproducing historic events assume two parts, of 
lyrics and epics. He possesses to a great extent technical plas- 
ticity, vivid imaginations, pictorial hues and graphic designs, 
samples of which one beholds in “Rabbi Amnon,” “The Sacri- 
fice,” “The Dispute” and “The Beadle’s Daughter.” The Tal- 
mud and its sourceful Agadic material never absorb the poet’s 
talents all the while, leaving spare moments for reflection and 
perusal of Biblical beauties and Scriptural niceties. These fur- 
nish Frug time and again hopes and aspiration for the future of 
his people and cast once in a great while a flash of light and a 
grain of joy in the dark and melancholic heart of Zion’s mourner. 

Speaking of Frug’s gifts and talents, one cannot shut his 
eyes from observing his faults and shortcomings, that are found 
in his poems and writings, though few in numbers and far be- 
tween. Sculptural and plastic, he lacks the depth and the inward- 
ness of phsychic forces and dramatic efforts. But then as the 
national poet, the people’s mouthpiece, the racial singer, Frug 
became flexible, causing likewise the elasticity and ramifications 
of his muse, as a matter of course. The fields of his activities 
being large and extensive, his telescopic lenses fail to reproduce 
insignificant dots of individual characters, the collective aggre- 
gations swallowing the single units and the national disabilities 
obscuring the individual grievances. 

Prophets and poets are as a rule of a double mold and dual 
material, singing and weeping, laughing and crying, lamenting 
and rejoicing. Frug, however, is too much of a pessimist. Study- 
ing the gloomy past, observing the unfavorable present, Frug 
turns despairing, impressionate, can never forget, his heart melts, 
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his soul dissolves, causing the shedding of tears—intensified, hot, 
burning tears. Cup after cup the tears fill, and celebrating his 
jubilee, at the round number of thirty years’ literary and poetical 
activities, Simon Samuel Frug gets another tear from the eyes 
of his tear-stained brethren. 


CXXII. 
STAGES IN JUDAISM 


Editor Hebrew Standard, New York: 


Reviewing the “Heker Dabar,” a book dealing with Talmudic 
intricacies and rabbinic complicacies, written by Rabbi M. S. 
Sivetz of Pittsburgh, some thirty years ago, the American 
Israelite made the following remarks: “ “‘Heker Dabar,” denoting 
‘Essential Investigations,’ is erroneously transliterated—the k 
should have been replaced by c, or rather its equivalent s, in 
which instance it would read ‘Heser Dabar,’ the definition of 
which is ‘Substantial Stultifications,’ the Rabbi’s doctrines being 
obscure and his lucubrations antediluvian.” 


This Rabbi in the course of time was invited to speak at a 
Zionist gathering, where, among the speakers, Rabbis of note and 
scholars of fame, he observed Rev. Harris Masliansky. As it 
happened, by previous arrangements or by mere chance, Masli- 
ansky’s address preceded that of Sivetz, whereupon the latter 
prefaced his harangue by some sort of a diatribe, quoting Leviti- 
cus x, 16, and playing a pun on the words of Hahatos Dorosh, 
dorash Mosheh, elucidating the Hahatos as a sinner in connec- 
tion with the Dorosh preached in reference to the previous 
speaker and turning Dorash-preaching, so as to reflect upon him- 
self, making the following Mosheh, his name, indeed. 


Rev. Masliansky, greeting recently Dr. Weitzmann at one of 
the Zionistic mass meetings in New York, made mention of the 
fact of being one of the Talmudic instructors of Weitzmann, 
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during the latter’s childhood, a quarter of a century ago. Now, 
Dr. Weitzmann’s lamentations over the missing bridge between 
Washington and Pinsk were contemptibly derided in the Ameri- 
can Israelite of June 23, editorially. Whether the world is mov- 
ing or not is a matter of discussions and arguments, but even 
Ecclesiastes of a gloomy, philosophical mood admits the move- 
ments of generations and their rapid advancements. And one 
may easily see from the above quoted events how the Judaism of 
the first editors of the American Israelite differs from the Jew- 
ishness of Rabbi-Sivetz, the latter’s from Rev. Masliansky’s, this 
reverend gentlemen’s from Dr. Weitzmann’s and this chemists’s 
Jewish creed from that of the present editors of the American 
Israelite. A modern Had-Gadyo, sure enough. But how many 
stages are there in Judaism? 

Again, the offering of thanks by the Israelite for the lack of 
bridges between Pinsk and Washington is a matter of conjunc- 
‘ture and arbitrariness. Supplant Pinsk by Lemberg, Warsaw, 
Berlin, Wilno and many another European metropolis and you 
will certainly find them far superior to America’s capital. Neither 
Washington nor New York nor any other American city pro- 
duced any great man as yet. The founder of the Israelite, Dr. 
Isaac M. Wise, never claimed Washington as his birthplace. 
Schechter, Kohler, Deutsch, Hirsch, Straus, Schiff, Sulzberger, 
Warburg and Rosenwald are not born Washingtonians, New 
Yorkers, Philadelphians and Chicagoans; neither does the native 
born generation, genuine Americans, aspire to personal philan- 
thropy, ancestral wisdom and Jewish Judaism. It is an estab- 
lished fact that all the relief work for stricken Jewries of Europe 
is done by Warburg, Fischel, Margolies and other foreign-born 
Jews, and Polish Pinsk outnumbered American Washington an 
hundred fold. Dr. Israel Friedlaender and Rabbi Louis Cantor, 
who lost their lives in bloody Ukraine while on a mission of 
mercy, were not Washingtonians, but Pinskers, sure enough, 
Cantor’s studies and graduation from the Hebrew Union College 
notwithstanding. And that bombastic and sonorous shibboleth 
of Washington replacing Zion and America supplanting Palestine 
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is neither novel nor inventive. Josephus Flavius cherished 
similar notions in oldten times, joining the Roman legions against 
his own bleeding brothers. And the Jewish traitors in the midst 
of the Napoleonic Sanhedryn, replacing Jerusalem by Paris and 
accepting France’s fleshpots instead of Palestine’s promised milk 
and honey, were but poor imitators. 

And that accusation of a double nationalism flung at Zion- 
ists time and again by their friends, the enemies, may find its 
origin in the Bible. Jeremiah, who broached the very idea of 
loyalty, faithfulness and devotion to one’s adopted country in 
any part of the wide world, was told by God Almighty, while 
serving a term in prison, to purchase his uncle’s field in Anothoth, 
in the land of Benjamin, at the very time when Jerusalem was 
captured, Palestine conquered and the Israelites driven into 
exile. | Obeying submissively God’s order, the prophet buys 
the field, wondering, however, at the incongruity of such a 
transaction and the idiosyncracy of a dual citizenship, and 
addressing these very doubts to God Almighty. The prophet 
thereupon is stopped abruptly, God telling him that such was His 
will (Jeremiah xxix, 7; xxxii, 7-27). Jewish anti-Zionists and 
anti-Semites may ponder upon these Scriptural narratives and 
make their deductions. The Bible is certainly older than both, 
Pinsk and Washington, and its truth and truism are indeed 
models for emulation and examples for copy by the Yeshiboth of 
the former and the legislatures of the latter. 

And at last, but by no means least, there is a delicious des- 
sert for the interested parties. Announcing my assumption of a 
Michigan rabbinate some fifteen years ago, the American Israelite 
introduced me to its readers as one engaged in bridging the gulf 
between Orthodoxy and Reform. Abstract as these two strata 
are, they turn flexible, indeed, including likewise Pinsk and 
Washington, in the instance of which the American Israelite 
proves a prophet incarnate and a seer personified. My father 
was worldly and widely known as the Pinsker Eluy, born, reared 
and trained in Pinsk, while three of my sons, namely, C. James 
Heller, Harold S. Heller and Jerome F. Heller, took heed of 
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incidents in Washington during the World War and joined volun- 
tarily the United States navy, relinquishing collegiate studies and 
university aspirations. 

Well, then, there is a bridge between Pinsk and Washington, 
your humble servant being the builder, the assertions of Dr. 
Chaim Weitzmann and the editor of the American Israelite to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 


CXXIII. 
TAHKEMONI 


HE cosmopolitan metropolis, the city of New York, harbors 

a prominent and unique visitor in the person of Dr. Herman 
Abramson, Rabbi of the Orthodox Jewish community of the city 
of Zarborgrad, Hungary. Dr. Abramson is one of the ardent 
members of the Zionistic Organization of Mizrachi, the latter 
representing the Rabbis, ministers and all other staunch followers 
of traditional Judaism, throughout the civilized world. He is 
also a literary genius, contributing extensively to religious and 
denominational periodicals and magazines in Germany, Austria 
and other countries. 

Rabbi Abramson’s visit to this land of ours is of a two-fold 
nature, to increase the membership, subscription and adherence 
to the Mizrachi for Zionist purposes and to acquaint American 
Jewries with the aim, scope, usefulness, activities and curriculum 
of the newly-established High School at the city of Jaffa, Pales- 
tine, under the Scriptural title of Tahkemoni (2 Samuel xxiii:8), 
a technical metaphor for wisdom and sagacity. 

Modest and unostentatious, Tahkemoni aims towards the 
furtherance and fostering of the national consciousness and racial 
pride within the minds and souls of the younger element and 
the growing generation. The gulf that separates children from 
parents in their respective views, ideas, and impressions, in 
Europe, America and other continents and countries, found, like- 
wise, adherents and followers in the very centre of gravity, the 
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heart of traditional Judaism, the Land of Israel. There, as else- 
where, the older folks are retrogressive and reactionary, cherish- 
ing but hoary customs and indulging in mediaeval usages, entirely 
ignoring modern innovations and recent inroads of reasonable 
conceptions and proper receptions. While the sons and daugh- 
ters affected by novel tendencies and advanced propensities turn 
to the other @#xtreme, scoffing and scoring anything and every- 
thing that reminds of past glory and historical splendor. 

The regeneration of the Jewish nation and the restoration 
of the Jewish independence being part and parcel of the liturgy, 
prayers and synagogal functions, the younger Jews and Jewesses 
look somewhat suspiciously upon Zionism, wondering whether it 
spells, likewise, retrospect and mediaevalism, and becoming, 
therefore, avowedly anti-Zionistic, strive thus to out-Herod 
Herod and oppose the Zionistic ideals and ideas more than their 
kith and kin are prone to do in the Goluth countries. 

To win over these lost sheep to Judaism, Zionism and na- 
tionalism the Tahkemoni has been instituted, the legend of which 
is enameled by the picture of a Jew whose head is covered with 
a traditional headgear, a Scroll of the Law in one hand and a 
tablet with the words of “work, culture and education” in the 
other. The program and curriculum of the Tahkemoni are, 
indeed, extensive-and far-reaching, covering as they do a multi- 
tude of subjects and a goodly number of courses, namely Talmud, 
Apocalypse, Scriptures, Neo-Hebraic Literature, Halachah, his- 
tory, geography, physics, chemistry, mathematics, natural sci- 
ences, penmanship, orthography, rhetoric, gymnastics, vocal and 
instrumental music, and the Arabian and English tongues. 

Having gone through such an exhaustive course of studies, 
the graduates will undoubtedly become fully equipped with secu- 
lar learning, while the enormous absorption of Hebrew and 
Talmudic literature will enkindle into their hearts and minds the 
love for Zion and the devotion to the national cause. In other 
words, the Tahkemoni will introduce life, spirit, vitality and 
motion within the petrified souls and thte_ossified bodies of the 
young Jews and Jewesses of Palestine and its adjacent provinces. 
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Local Rabbis and communal workers are supervising the 
educational, instructive and scholastic aspects of the Tahkemoni, 
while European notables are supplying its financial and material 
wants and necessities. 

American philanthropy becoming proverbial of late and the 
generosity of our Jews having won a name and a fame all the 
world over, it is the hope and the expectations of the Palestinian 
Committee and their emissary, Dr. Herman Abramson, to have 
the latter’s venture crowned with a progressive success, ad ma- 
jorem Dei gloriam. 


CXXIV. 
TO REFUTE THE SCOFFER 


HAT anomalous position of the Zionist who is an American, 

Englishman, Italian, Frenchman, German or citizen of any 
country, by birth or adoption, had been solved once for all the 
time by Dr. Max Nordau in one of his Zionistic writings, which 
your correspondent had the privilege to translate in English and 
enlighten the American readers with. A philosopher as he really 
is, Max Nordau maintains that one can never tell what the future 
would bring him, where he could locate and what he should 
pursue and follow in the course of life and existence. 


Peoples as well as individuals are dynamic, never static, 
moving to all sides and directions. And there are no limitations, 
frontiers and boundary lines preventing one from moving from 
one country to the other, or from one cootinent to the other, as 
there are no rules and regulations prohibiting one from moving 
from one street to the other, one city to the other and one prov- 
ince to the other. Barbaric Russia would not permit its subjects 
to leave the fatherland and search for lands of promise, oppor- 
tunity and betterment; civilized countries and enlightened nations 
do not cherish notions and ideas such as these, and the Jew is 
certainly prompted by the Talmudic advice of “Failing in one 
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direction one must needs look for other chances” (Baba Metzia, 
f. 75, b). John Jacob Astor, unable to procure lordship in 
America, for obvious reasons, forswore American allegiance and 
became a subject of His Majesty, the King of England, reaping 
American harvests all the while from his large estates and accu- 
mulated wealth that flourish abundantly in the United States, to 
his credit. He is never considered a traitor nor looked upon as 
a deserter by local authorities, upper crusts, chauvenists and 
powers that be. 


Again, the prophet of old was confronted, by similar exper- 
iences. Arrested and imprisoned for supposed disloyalty, he was 
ordered by Providence to buy a field at Aanathoth, in the land 
of Benjamin, which command he strictly followed, paying for it 
the proper price, as was agreed upon by the contracting parties. 
He wondered, however, at the seemingly useless purchase of a 
field at a time when the city is besieged by the enemy, sword, 
famine and pestilence raging ferociously, resulting in the Baby- 

.lonians becoming the owners of the palaces and taking all the 
Israelites in captivity to Babylon. The Lord, however, com- 
manded silence, never solving the mystery (Jeremiah, xxxii, 


7, 8, 9 and 27). 


! CXXV. 


TRIBUTARY HOMAGE TO WOODROW WILSON, 
PRESIDENT OF U.S. A., WHO RECENTLY / 
PASSED AWAY 


The righteous perisheth and no man layeth it to 
heart ; and pious men are taken away, without one con- 
sidering that because of the evil the righteous is taken 
away. (Isaiah lvii, 1.) 


HE Jewish Daily Prayer-Book contains among others the 
following Talmudic selection: “Tht. order of the daily 
service, Abba Saul maintains, was in the following manner. The 
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prominent order preceded the second order of the incense, the 
second order of incense preceded the arrangement of the two 
rows of wood, the arrangement of the two rows of wood pre- 
ceded the removal of the ashes from the inner altar, the removal 
of the ashes from the inner altar preceded the dressing of the 
five lamps; while the dressing of the five lamps preceded the 
continual shedding of blood.” Originally written in Hebrew, the 
writer of this tribute admits his making the translation somewhat 
liberal in order of having its wording corresponding with condi- 
tions and developments resulting from the World War and the 
Versailles Treaty of Peace. 

The process of evolution may be observed as it grew and 
ramified from the very beginning of creation. Adam and Eve, 
the first human species, never knew of any other friends or rela- 
tives and certainly could not tell their sons to love each other 
and live in peace with one another. Jealousy appearing on the 
surface and envy having intrcduced its fangs, fratracide turned 
the disastrous result. Noah learned, indeed, a good deal from 
this ancestral experience and cherishing no pity for fatal human- 
ity and knowing no mercy for doomed mankind, he understood 
well enough to save his children, instructing them, likewise, to 
exercise friendship and practice good fellowship among them- 
selves. But in his primitive belief and crude disposition, Noah 
deemed it right and proper to offer thanks to the Lord for having 
reserved his life out of the universal catastrophe and public 
calamity. He did not want to sacrifice his children, whose life 
God spared as well as his, but an animal could make a fitting 
substitute, its survival from the flood notwithstanding. Abra- 
ham, however, turned the wiser and when his time for offering 
sacrifices came to pass, he would not use brutal force upon a 
dumb animal and a helpless beast, displaying, rather, remarkable 
devotion and astounding unselfishness, taking his only son for the 
sacrificial offering. But then, the Hebrew tongue is flexible and 
its idioms elastic, the word in question never signified killing, 
bringing or removing might have become the device and subter- 
fuge. And so neither son nor beast were sacrificed; they were 
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merely brought up and simply removed, there being no altar 
built to consume the sacrifices. 

Now, the liturgical prayer quotes the name at Abba Saul, 
which may assume a metaphoric rendition, signifying as it would, 
the Father’s desire, which orders but the offering of incense, 
changed into incentive, it introduces Woodrow Wilson on the 
scenic surface, who would have the World War the last one, the 
League of Nations and the Universal Court forming potent 
agents and reliable factors in checking international strife and 
introducing everlasting peace instead. But Woodrow Wilson 
was handicapped by his own American people, reducing their 
dignity to inconsiderable stations of ashes, putting dust into peo- 
ple’s eyes so as to pass muster in history, preserving the won- 
derful document of the Monroe Doctrine, leaving, this wise, the 
back door open for the five great nations of continental Europe 
to practice continually the torturing and butchering of each other, 
irrespective of the fearful results and disastrous consequences, 
for the sprinkling of the blood shall never disappear from among 
the»nations and the peoples across the ocean. 

Peaceful as the Jews always were, rows of wood that made 
parts and parcels of the actual services in the Temple of Solo- 
mon, in the days of old and times of yore, turn food for thoughts 
and pabulum for reflection, transfering the rows of wood into 
Woodrow (Wilson) and making the portion of the Ritual an 
object for symbolic suggestions and subject to allegoric postula- 
tions. Woodrow Wilson wanted no sacrifices and never en- 
couraged any killings, but politicians and financiers both, in 
America and Europe, long for altars and yearn for perpetually 
flowing rivers of blood. There being no prospect for reign of 
peace in this world, Woodrow Wilson departed. 

He, however, succeeded in having his name indelibly in- 
scribed in the records and annals of Zion and Zionism. It is, 
indeed, an open secret that Justice Louis D. Brandeis, Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise and President Woodrow Wilson, all of America, 
and Dr. Chaim Weitzmann of England, weré,.more or less, in- 
strumental in the granting of the Declaration of Palestine as 
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the Homeland of the Jews, given by Arthur James Balfour, 
in the name of his Majesty, King George of England. 

Grateful and appreciative, the Jews will never forget Wood- 
row Wilson and his memory will be cherished forever. 

May his soul rest in peace! 


CXXVI. 
THE TRIBUTE OF MERCY 


ABBI SIMLAT expounded: The performance of mercy has 
been emphatically stressed both, in the beginning and the 

end of the Scriptures. It is related in the introductory portions 
of the Pentateuch, “The Lord God made unto Adam and his wife 
coats of skins and clothed them” (Genesis iii, 21) ; while one of 
the closing clauses is responsible for the following statement, 
“And He buried him in the valley, in the land of Moab, opposite 
Beth-Peor, but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day” 
(Deuteronomy xxxiv, 6; Sotah f. 14, a). One wonders, indeed, 
at the simplicity of the injunction and the crudness of its con- 
struction. The Lord made for Adam and Eve coats of skins, 
where did He get the skins? He killed animals, removed the 
latter’s skins and covered with them the naked bodies of the man 
and the woman; is this considered mercy, robbing Reuben and 
supplying Simon, satisfying one creature at the expense of the 
other? Can this be a subject for emulation and a matter for 
copy just because a murderous God perpetrated the atrocity and 
indulged its cruelty? And what was the use in creating those 
particular beasts only to deprive them of their lives in but a short 
while, merely to make garments for the human beings? <A 
creative power as God is, could He not achieve any better, could 
he not produce coats from other material than animalic cover- 
ings? The Talmudic authors and contemporaneous scholars 
have been, apparently, confronted with these puzzles and prob- 
lems, and Abba and Samuel of the Rabbinic fame turned the 
skins elastic and flexible, introducing some devices and subter- 
fuges. Thus, one of the Rabbis adds augmentary matter to the 
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skins, wool, for instance, which could be indeed obtained from 
the skin without robbing the owner of its life. The other pundit 
advances further, believing the skins to be the property of Adam 
and his wife, which was covered by coats made of other stock, 
the quality of which never being exposed in the Bible, for ob- 
vious reasons or unknown causes (Sotah 1. ¢.). Obscure and 
ambiguous, as these Rabbinic expositions are represented in their 
Talmudic veneerings, they never solve the problems or settle the 
difficulties, and supplanting means and supplementary media 
for cover and comfort for man and woman, taken at random, 
promiscuously, in field or forest, may never become criteria and 
paragons for mercy and benevolence. Where then comes the 
stressed emphasis of a mercy adorning the Sscriptural entrance? 

Similarly, the finishing touch of the Bible dealing with the 
burial of Moses can neither pass muster in mercy nor display 
signs of kindness. The earth, as a matter of fact, is a living 
species, cultivating and producing continually its respective off- 
springs. Why then should it be disturbed, cut and sliced for the 
furnishing of an everlasting repose for Moses? And this be 
called mercy, when injustice and injury are caused to each and 
every grain of the ground? The Rabbis, it appears, felt the 
sting, once again, and endeavored to change the situation and 
alter conditions. They refute the entire statement of Moses’ 
death, maintaining as some of the Talmudical authorities are that 
Moses never died, the Biblical statement to the contrary not- 
withstanding. The death, the burial and the other identical pas- 
sages are but metaphoric and allegoric, which suppositions may 
be sustained by the saying of “no man knoweth of his sepulchre” 
(Sotah 1. c.). But these novelties of metaphoric expressions 
and allegoric phrases cannot be taken seriously because of the 
open saying of “And He buried him in the valley.” Increased 
study and lucubrative speculation will certainly establish the truth 
and truism of Simlai’s standard as to God’s mercy which, indeed, 
endureth forever. In the Scriptures of Rabbi Meyer there was 
given the dictum of Oir, the Hebrew for Skins, in a different 
spelling. Traditionally it is spelt with the letter “Ayin” in its 
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beginning, defining as it generally does skins. Meyer’s Bible, 
however, had the character of “Aleph’’ instead, denoting as the 
change would cause it light. The coats for Adam and his wife 
were not made of skins then, but of light, never robbing the 
animals, neither killing the beasts, nor taking their coverings. 
Light is the very veneering of the Lord God Himself, as it is 
said: “He wrappeth Himself in light as a garment” (Psalms 
civ, 2). Changing the skins into light (Midrash Genesis Mag- 
num xx, 29), Rabbi Meyer certainly stresses mercy to a mar- 
velous degree and accentuates benevolence to wonderful dimen- 
sions. Clothed in light as the Lord was, he broke parts of His 
garments and gave them to Adam and Eve to cover their naked- 
ness, their disobedience and transgressions notwithstanding. An 
object for emulation, indeed, and a matter for copy, sure enough. 
One is not only enjoined to give away his spare piece of clothes, 
but having only one coat, he should break it in two, give one 
half away, not to a friend only, but to an enemy as well, keep- 
ing the other half for himself. And Rabbi Meyer is certainly 
given the right recognition and the proper consideration by 
posterity ever since. There are chests and boxes placed almost 
in each and every house of Orthodox Jews both, in Europe and 
America, labelled Rabbi Meyer Baal-Ness, into which the house- 
wives deposit, occasionally, coins of various denomination, ac- 
cording to their monetary means and financial abilities. The 
monies thus accumulated are sent away to Palestine, in support 
of educational, eleemosynary and philanthropic institutions, as 
well as for the help and assistance of individual poor and needy. 

Rabbi Meyer’s name is connected with these charitable per- 
formances because of his novel introduction of giving charity and 
exercising kindness almost to the remarkable stage of a sacri- 
ficial self-denial. And the duet of Baal-Ness that supplements 
his name means “the maker of the standard”, as he certainly 
turned the standard of benevolence, generosity and kindness, 
flexible and elastic, helping the cause of Zion and assisting the 
effects of Jerusalem. 

And Mr. Louis Marshall, famous in the legal profession and 
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prominent in religious, educational, synagogal, cultural and phil- 
anthropic institutions, local, national and international, is follow- 
ing, apparently, Rabbi Meyer and his definition of benevolence 
and mercy. At a meeting, called for the increase of subscrip- 
tions towards the Joint Distribution Committee’s funds, for 
the sufferers from the World War and its aftermath, Mr. 
Marshall related of his father, who came over from Germany 
with but fifty cents in his possession, yet, he managed to live, 
strive, get along and give his children a splendid education, and 
Mr. Marshall, therefore, advised his auditors, some millionaires 
being amongst them, to give away all their wealth and opulence, 
leaving but fifty cents for themselves, by the means of which 
they shall certainly be able to get along as well as his father did. 
And God Almighty showed this example at Creation, giving 
Adam and Eve parts of His own clothes, satisfying to get along 
on what was left; a fine lesson in mercy, benevolence and kind- 
ness. So much for the beginning of the Bible and its example 
of mercy. Now, the end is about of a similar nature and an 
identical characteristic; the earth never being disturbed, Moses’ 
death and burial are but allegoric, as he never died, and the 
statement of “He buried him in the valley” cannot be taken 
literally. “Then also did I see the wicked buried” (Ecclesiastes, 
viii, 10), “burried” being fathered by the Hebrew “Keburim’”, 
which the Talmud maintains interchanges with “Kebutzim” 
(Gittin f. 56, b), and the “Vayikbor’ (buried) of Moses is 
undergoing likewise, the identical process and takes issue with 
“Vayikbotz”, corresponding in English with keeping close, 
Moses living continually under God’s care and protection, a re- 
markable trait of mercy, saving the ground from the unneces- 
sary operations of digging, which makes it incumbent upon 
God’s children to perform similar and identical traits and tributes 
of mercy, kindness and generosity. 


rays ~ CXXVII. 


THE TRIUMPHANT MARCH 


ITH the rising sun of that great day, something novel 

and startling was felt in the Jewish sections of the metrop- 
olis of New York. With shining faces and beaming counte- 
nances, in their best clothes and Festival apparel, men, women 
and children of all ages and stations filled the streets and avenues, 
pushing along onwards and forwards, as if in anticipation of 
great events and epoch-making happenings. The East Side 
swarmed with people, moving towards the main streets and 
prominent thoroughfares, where the marchers and paraders are 
bound to pass along, according to orders and arrangements. 
Flags and banners of White and Blue, the Zionistic colors, the 
Jewish colors, decorate each and every window of the thousands 
and tens of thousands of the Jewish houses; while similar num- 
bers are carried and waved by hands and arms of the celebrants, 
ebbed and flowed in all sides and directions. Davidic Shields 
and Zionistic emblems ornament and decorate women’s dresses 
and men’s attires, signs and tokens of acquired freedom and 
gained liberty, for religion, Judaism, mankind, the Law coming 
from Zion, the tower of David and the Divine inspiration from 
Jerusalem. 


And the march begins, the procession advances, headed by 
regiments of soldiers, American soldiers, our soldiers, who 
fought on all fronts, in various battles, in foreign countries, and 
turned victorious. As in contrast with the soldiers and their 
mission, another army, of numberless children, school-children, 
dressed in white with blue ribbons on their heads and arms, fell 
in line and added to the gaiety of the occasion. In time to come, 
in Palestine especially, the armies of white dresses and blue rib- 
bons will conquer the armies of spurs and spears, nations and 
denominations becoming imbibed with learning and wisdom, 
waging war no more and never lifting up any swords, in pursu- 
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ance of the predictions of Micah and prophecies of Isaiah of the 
Hebrew Scriptures. Presently, however, and for the immediate 
future, we need the soldiers badly, the sight and the numbers of 
whom might have prevented the riots in Palestine, the pogroms in 
Poland and the butcheries in Ukraine. Jewish blood being re- 
served, their manhood preserved and womanhood saved. The 
Goluth had ceased, remarks an old Jew, observing the innumer- 
able paraders, and reverently pronounces the benediction of 
“Sheeheyonu”, being likewise responded with “Amen” by his 
neighbor who expresses his belief in the arrival of the long- 
awaited Messiah. 

Arguing somewhat loudly, a girl tells of her intention to go 
to the Holy Land. But her woman companion censures her 
selfishness, advancing the idea of an wholesale exodus, the Dias- 
pora being over, indeed. The march continues, in the ranks of 
which you behold a large group of small children with a banner 
bearing the legend of “There shall come a redeemer unto Zion” 
(Isaiah lix, 20). There followed great numbers of Rabbis of the 
older type, of majestic appearance, Patriarchic beards and rev- 
erential features, the torch bearers and the carriers of the Burn- 
ing Bush, Israel’s treasures and inheritance throughout the long 
run of the exile, neither failing nor faltering. After them goes 
young America, youth and maiden, bright and happy, hardly be- 
traying any Jewish descent or pedigree, ages of freedom and gen- 
erations of equality having removed the mark of Cain, fear and 
cringing from their carriage, walk and manners. Oriental Jews, 
Levantin Jews, Spanish Jews, Syrian Jews and Jews from all 
countries and continents join the paraders, all members of fam- 
ilies joining forces, great-grand-parents and small wees partici- 
pating, likewise, shouting Palestine, Jerusalem and Zion, in their 
quaint Oriental fashion and shaking their heads, as fiinishing 
touches. These people are almost new-comers in America, the 
Universal as well as the last Balkan Wars brought thousands and 
tens of thousands of them to these hospitable,shores, the bulk of 
whom remained in the metropolis of New York, believing, as 
most of the immigrants do, that the Island of Manhattan is the 
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only America of the world, the rest being but mere country- 
places, with no alluring opportunities and beckoning chances. 


Now the march reaches Second Avenue, which is overfilled 
with spectators, the police exercising great difficulties in ordering 
the sea of humanity to repair to the side streets, in order to give 
room the paraders to pass on and continue their march. The 
waving of the flags, banners and legendary signs continues right 
along, accompanied by bands of music, playing “Hatikvah” and 
America, the national and Zionist hymns, alternately, sung and 
chanted, likewise, by both, marchers and watchers. They come 
to Fifth Avenue. Immense crowds greet them both, from the 
sidewalk and automobiles, the latter displaying eager faces, Zion- 
ist flags and buntings of blue and white. For lack of space and 
the vigilance of the police, thousands of people are filling the 
side streets, pressing hard against one another to see the march 
and behold the participants. This is the manufacturing district, 
and employers and employees stopped work to see the sight and 
greet their co-religionists. 


Eighth Avenue is approached. Thousands of Gentiles view 
the parade, some of them wondering, however, what all this 
means and inquire of one of the marching soldiers, who hap- 
pened to be a British Legionaire. The latter informs them of the 
success that he and other fellow-soldiers won over Turkey in 
wresting their country, Palestine, from its unlawful owners, be- 
cause of which the public march is being celebrated. The 
American is somewhat amazed, but feels proud of his Jewish 
Americans who remind him the Irish and their national aspira- 
tions. 


The columns extend, more people join the marchers, those 
living in the upper parts of the city, who were advised not to 
come to the East Side, to save the overcrowding. Joseph Baron- 
dess, the Grand Marshall, leads majestically his triumphant army, 
receiving cheers and greetings from all sides and directions, on 
the entire line of the march, shaking his head and smiling ap- 
provingly in response to his numerous admirers. 
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An American woman belonging, apparently, to the upper 
crust, secured a dozen of Zionist flags, enlisted a similar number 
of little girls and joined the paraders, at one of the streets, at 
upper Eighth Avenue, repeating continuously, “God bless you, 
God bless you.” Well, there was no Aaronitic benediction ; let 
the blessings of the woman make a good substitute, paraphrasing 
a Talmudic expression: “Al thi birkath Kallah hedjot b’eimeko” 
(Megillah f. 15, b). 


t CXAVIE: 
UNITY IN JERUSALEM 


T WILL perhaps sound strange and seem somewhat paradoxi- 
I cal to caption a legend of Unity in Jerusalem. Why, the 
very name Salem indicates peace and spells unity, friendship, 
agreement, satisfaction, concord and harmony. Well, in days of 
old and times of yore, there have been prophets and priests, 
judges and kings, seers and scribes, who sought peace and pur- 
sued its lofty concepts. However, since the change of ownership 
and the international rivalry for permanent possession and imme- 
diate occupation of the Holy City and its historical monuments, 
representatives of various shades and sundry factions of Chris- 
tianity are constantly contending and perpetually vieing with each 
other, and but for the local police and Turkish authorities, hos- 
tilities may have become intensified and grave results would fol- 
low. No wonder then that the Jews, likewise, copy their neigh- 
bors and openly display animosities and hatred to their kinsmen, 
the latter being similarly divided into Ashkenasic, Sephardic, 
Karaitic, Babylonian, Yemenitic and Maarabitic. 

The rabbinate, which became vacant by the demise of Rabbi 
Samuel Salant, some six months ago, has never been filled as 
yet, and there are very poor prospects for ever becoming the 
incumbency of any Rabbi, simply because ‘the manifold societies, 
institutions, congregations, organizations, synagogues and clubs 
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are competing with one another, each demanding recognition and 
claiming consideration. The Constitution, once proclaimed, all 
nations and denominations, who live and sojourn in the land, 
gather together, join forces and co-operate for public improve- 
ment and general satisfaction. The Jews, however, seem to be 
somewhat paralyzed, failing to see the lurking danger, chaos and 
confusion reigning supreme, distrust and jealousy checking the 


newer policies, and ignorance and superstition arresting the 
modern progress. 


There was a talk of creating some sort of a municipality, 
the members of which being invested with power and authority 
to legislate and introduce order in local affairs and Halukah com- 
plications. But then the bulk of the Ashkenasic Jews in Jeru- 
salem are of foreign birth and alien allegiance, who are ineligble 
for Turkish offices, while the native Jews of Sephardic or other 
origin are looked upon suspiciously, with dread and fear by the 
Rabbis and their accessories, heresy and infidelity making objects 
of accusation and mistrust. Turkish tongue and Arabian lan- 
guage are recognized in governmental quarters as the means and 
media for speech and intefcourse, while the Jews, otherwise 
linguistic and polyglot, speaking French, German, English, 
Spanish, Ladino, Russian, Polish, Hebrew and Yiddish, fail to 
master the Turkish or use the Arabic. Neither do the Sephardic 
Jews, the patriarchs, the supposedly native, the older settlers, 
fare much better in their own precincts and concerns, their intri- 
cacies being enormous and ramifying. 


While the Ashkenasic Rabbinate is but vacant for a short 
period of six months, the Sephardic ministry is unoccupied for 
the last four years, since the departure of the Hacham Bashi, 
Jacob S. Elicher, because of which all monies that have been sent 
to these particular classes of Jerusalemic Jewries, for decades 
and scores of years, for the maintenance and sustenance of their 
educational, eleemosynary and religious institutions, stopped their 
circulation, causing thusly the useful and beneficial places to 
cease operations and discontinue their mission, turning out 
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pupils from Schools, worshippers from sedi oe and bene- 
ficiaries from their own shelter. 

Dr. Richard J. H. Gottheil, Professsor of Senilies at Co- 
lumbia University, New York, stopping at Jerusalem in the 
interests of the American Archaeological Society, is bringing 
his influential pressure to bear upon the combatting parties, for 
the inauguration of peace and the hastening of the millennium in 
quarrelsome Jerusalem. Who knows, a citizen of the United 
States, a member of the Greatest Union, may, indeed, establish 
peace and bring about everlasting union? 


CXXIX. 
THE WAILING WALL AND ITS TRIBULATIONS 


HE Western Wall of the Solomonic Temple in Jerusalem, 

the only remnant of the Jewish ancient glory and ancestral 
lustre, the magnificent souvenir that withstood numerous hard- 
ships and multifarious vicissitudes, this antiquarian trophy that 
turned fetish to Christian, Mussulman and Jew alike, for its 
illustrious past and splendid history, this sanctified object is 
threatened with new troubles. There being something in com- 
mon between the Jews and this historical relic, sons of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, and daughters of Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and 
Leah from all parts of the world gather in Jerusalem, in front 
of the Wall of the Temple, to shed profusive tears, worship the 
very ground and pray for the return to. Zion, rejuvenation of 
the nation, restoration of Israel and rebuilding of the Sanctuary. 

Legend has it that in the days of old and times of yore, 
there was incumbent on the Arabians, men and women, to dump 
their ashes on and around the remaining wall of the Temple. In 
the course of time and during the reign of humane monarchs 
ovér the Turkish Empire, this deplorable condition was done 
away with. The Jews and Jewesses, however, were maltreated, 
assaulted and pelted with stones, during theix, pilgrimages, visits 
and services on the Temple premises. 
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Philanthropists and men of charity and benevolence donated 
recently chairs, tables and lamps for the accommodation of the 
worshippers and the convenience of tourists. The Young Turks’ 
government, however, has ordered the removal of the lamps, 
tables and chairs, permitting the pilgrims to remain there but a 
short time, never resorting to chairs’ reclining or table leanings, 
while nocturnal advents are entirely forbidden, causing thus the 
removal of the lamps and the discontinuance of the lighting 
system. 


One, indeed, wonders at the turn that local authorities took 
in the matter of the Western Wall, acting almost arbitrarily and 
endeavoring to deprive thousands of Jews of their long-cherished 
idea of approaching the Temple Wall, kissing the very stones of 
the sanctified structure and spending some time round about, in 
prayer and meditation. The Young Turks, as a matter of good 
policy, should have extended the Jews all the courtesies, privi- 
leges and protection, in consideration of their patriotism, loyalty 
and faithfulness. 


With the proclamation of the Constitution and the declara- 
tion of equality, it would have been right and proper for the 
powers-that-be to sanction the construction of a Jewish chapel 
on the Holy Ground, round about the Wall of the Temple, order 
the cessation of the Jewish assaults, and detail orderlies and 
sentinels for the guardage and shielding of the Jewish properties 
and possessions. But then, Jews, domestic and foreign, are 
perhaps responsible for the new trials and fresh tribulations that 
menace the Western Wall and its surrounding plots. Baron 
Rothschild of Paris negotiated a decade of years ago about the 
purchasing of all the Wall and the neighboring district. The 
Jerusalemic Pasha, fearing public gossip and hostile sentiment, 
discouraged the venture. The fact was obvious, Rothschild, 
known in Turkey as the greatest financier in the world, would 
create the envy and jealousy of the entire Arabic population, 
causing bloodshed and carnage in all sides and directions. The 
purchase of these properties by unostentatious individuals was 
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openly propagated by the Pasha and his hirelings. The pro- 
spective buyers, however, failed to appear on the surface, though 
scores of self-styled messengers scoured the continent in quest 
of gold and in search of yellow metal, for the acquisition of the 
Western Wall and the purchase of the Temple Grounds. The 
government, disgusted with the Jewish apathy, indifference and 
lukewarmness, withdrew its consent and determined not to sell 
the places at all. 


Of course, the Jews maintain that they have a monopoly 
on the place, a firman issued by one of the Turkish Sultans 
grants them full permission and extends complete freedom to 
use the Western Wall and its premises for worship, prayer, 
meditation and devotion, at any time of the day or night, without 
any stop or hindrance. But then where is that license? 


\ . CAR Res Te yee 
THE WEDDING OF HERBERT L. SAMUEL'S SON 


ALESTINIAN exchanges have good news for the world, 

in general, and Jews, in particular, the wedding of Edwin 
Samuel, son of Sir Herbert Louis Samuel, British High Com- 
missioner to Palestine, taking place on the First Day of the 
Maccabean Festival, December 6th, 1920, his life partner being 
Miss Hadassah Grosowsky, daughter of Mr. Judah Grosowsky, 
an instructor of Hebrew at one of the Jertisalemic schools and 
one of the first settlers in the Holy Land, in the pioneering days 
of the “eighties” of the last century. 


High Commissioner Samuel is Jewish to the core, following 
closely Jewish customs and national traditions to a remarkable 
degree. Closing his offices on the Jewish Sabbaths and attending 
divine services on. these particular days at local Synagogues, it 
is but natural for Samuel to prove equal to his task and pursue 
scrupulously all the details and particulars in connection with the 
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solemn rites of the matrimonial ceremonies and the nuptial func- 
tions, although discarded in London and disregarded by the 
latter’s Jews of the upper crust. 

Accordingly, Edwin Samuel followed his father on the pre- 
ceding Saturday to the Synagogue Beth Jacob, located on the 
sanctified places of Rabbi Jehudar the Pious, escorted by an 
honorable body guard of officers of His Majesty the King of 
England, in order to participate in the Sabbatic services and 
chant the Mosaic and prophetic assignments for the day, as it is 
customary in Israel all throughout the Diaspora. Out of respect 
to the High Commissioner, Jerusalemic Rabbis gathered also at 
that Synagogue for that Saturday, took respective turns in the 
Pentateuchal recitations with Samuel and members of his family, 
the Maphtir, however, being entrusted to the groom, as a matter 
of record. 

This Saturday preceding, likewise, the 24th of Kislev, the 
day that General Edmund Allenby entered Jerusalem victoriously 
and triumphantly, three years ago, the Rabbis Kook, Epstein and 
others delivered addresses appropriate for both, England’s con- 
quest of the land and the High Commissioner’s approaching fes- 
tivities. Thousands of people, Jews, Christians and Mohamme- 
dans, filled the sacred edifice, the adjacent places, the surrounding 
streets and the entire city, praising the names of the High Com- 
missioner, the groom and the other members of the family, while 
the Arabs spread rugs on the streets, where the High Commis- 
sioner and the members of his household would have to pass, 
when on their way home from the Synagogue, shouting joyously 
as they did, all the while, this is in honor of the Jewish Sultan, 
Herbert Samuel! 

Years ago, Dr. Theodore Herzl met Kaiser Wilhelm at 
Jerusalem, expecting the latter’s intercession with the Sultan of 
Turkey in behalf of a Jewish charter for Palestine. Wilhelm 
flatly refused and Herzl turned disappointed, none of them 
dreaming, however, that within twenty years the Turk would be 
banished from the Holy Land and Israel will settle there, once 
again, after two thousand years of exile, wanderings and pil- 
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grimages. Moreover, the very palace that Kaiser Wilhelm built 
for himself and his offsprings is occupied by the Jewish ruler of 
Palestine, Herbert Louis Samuel, and within its portals thou- 
sands of guests, composing various nations and sundry denomi- 
nations, flocked thither, Monday, December the sixth, to celebrate 
Edwin’s wedding. Mount Scopus and Mount of Olives, appar- 
ently, have never harbored before as many peoples, animals, 
vehicles and machines as they did on the day of the wedding of 
the High Commissioner’s son. Pomp, splendor and brilliancy 
reigned supreme in the multifarious chambers of the castle, the 
electric lights shone radiantly ,obscuring the stars and eclipsing 
the moon; while the groom and the bride, under the golden 
canopy bearing the inscription of “Judah is like a lion’s whelp“ 
(Genesis xlix, 9), proved, indeed, the Prince and the Prnicess 
of Israel rejuvenated. 

There were present at the wedding all the Rabbis of Jeru- 
salem and the neighboring towns, the Greek and Armenian Pa- 
triarchs, the Turkish Muftis, the Arabian Sheiks, the foreign 
Consuls, the governors, the Judges, the heads of the various insti- 
tutions, the representatives from the colonies, the Jewish Bat- 
talion, relatives of the bride, friends of the groom and many 
invited guests of all ranks and stations. 

The Hazzan of one of the Jerusalemic Synagogues, Rev. 
Solomon Shore, introduced the service by the universally accepted 
Hebrew song of “Mi Adir,” in the course of which all present 
covered their heads, after the manner of the Orthodox order, the 
Rabbis chanted the seven benedictions and the additional grace 
for the occasion, as well as the blessing over the wine, which was 
given to the couple. Edwin Samuel put the ring on Hadassah’s 
index finger, recited the prescribed formula in Hebrew and broke 
a glass, in accordance with Jewish custom. The Hazzan, at this 
juncture, read the Kethuba, the matrimonial contract, the tradi- 
tional document, written in Aramaic, some features of which 
being one hundred silver Zekukim, and the shouting of “Masol 
Tov” by all present brought the ceremonies to“their successful 
termination. 
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Having witnessed all the spiritual and religious perform- 
ances, the guests beheld, likewise, the physical and secular clauses, 
that appeared on the sceneries, and repaired to the tables, filled 
with royal and sumptuous dainties and luxuries, invitingly 
beckoning to observing eyes and causing moisture on lips and 
tongues. 

A delicious cake was presented to the married couple by 
the Christian residents of Jerusalem, bearing the inscription of 
Mitspah of Nabi Samuel on its front, in commemoration of the 
neighboring village by that name which was conquered by Edwin 
Samuel, who was a Colonel of one of the Jewish-British Bat- 
talions in the late war for universal democracy. And among 
other costly and numerous presents, the embroidered uniform and 
the golden escutcheon of the chieftain of all the Sheiks of South 
Palestine, presented to Edwin the groom by the Sheiks of Beer- 
Sheba, turned the most appreciative, indeed; which Edwin made 
good use of, right then, a token of thankfulness and good policy, 
at which wonderful sight all those present congratulated sten- 
toriously. 

Telegrams of congratulatory expressions and felicitative of- 
ferings came by the hundreds from all parts of the world, the 
Britons as well as the Jews living and striving in all countries and 
continents, the former as prosperous landlords, the latter as poor 
tenants, as a matter of course. 

The Saturday of the Maccabean Festival, succeeding the day 
of the wedding which was, likewise, one of the seven days of 
rejoicing, the traditional honeymoon for married Jewish couples, 
the High Commissioner, groom, bride and the rest of the family 
went to the Synagogue of Rabbi Johanan ben Sackai, for reli- 
gious services and Sabbatic exercises. There and then, the drills 
and thrills of the previous Saturday were repeatedly indulged in, 
with the High Commissioner’s recitation and the groom’s chant- 
ing of Maphtir as finishing touches. Although British officers, 
born Englishmen, the members of the Samuel family are Ortho- 
dox Jews all the same. 
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WEITZMAN AND BRANDEIS 


NE must needs fully understand the Zionist leaders and be- 
come familiar with their natures and characters, traits and 
tendencies, ideals and ideas, to have a clear comprehension and 
proper appreciation of the psychological moment of the situation, 
the worldly support of the movement and the universal prospect 
of Zionism. 


The writer of these lines intends to give a series of delinea- 
tions on the higher strata of Zionism, beginning with Dr. Chaim 
Weitzman and Justice Louis D. Brandeis, the eminent leaders 
and the guiding stars at the London Zion Congress, who caused, 
likewise, dissension and schism among the assembled delegates. 


The honest observer, the unbiased critic, the conscientious 
reporter could clearly see the abysmal depth and the wide gulf 
that separated Weitzman and Brandeis, their aims, views, meth- 
ods and prospects differing extensively, with no chance for com- 
promise or possibility of conciliation. The reasons are certainly 
obvious and the causes ostensible, indeed. 


Weitzman is a product from the Ghetto, born, raised and 
reared among his own people, went to Heder, acquired a knowl- 
edge of Hebrew, studied the Talmud and imbimed the Jewish 
spirit, Jewish incentive and Jewish intuition, suffered and strug- 
gled with his co-religionists and kinsmen, lived their life, cher- 
ished their notions and developed Zionism as the result of 
unfavorable conditions and oppressive circumstances. Weitzman 
is, therefore, a Jew first and foremost, living, thinking, and 
striving with his people continually, rejoicing in their pleasures 
and sharing their sorrows, praising their achievements and dis- 
counting their blunders, assigning reasons for the former and 
finding excuses for the latter, overlooking the shortcomings of 
the Poalei Zionists and exercising leniency“or the Mizrachists, 
centuries of continuous oppressions having created these deplor- 
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able conditions of diverse tensions and opposing opinions. So 
much for Weitzman, his truth, truism and Zionism. 

Brandeis, on the other hand, is an American to the core, 
brought up with Gentiles, spending most of his life among Chris- 
tians, knowing very little of the needs and wants of the Jews, 
their trials, troubles and tribulations, never coming in contact with 
the scholars, scribes, idealists and dreamers, keeping aloof from 
the rank and file of Jews of the Ghetto, the foreign-born, the 
immigrants, the unctuous, the Europeans. Louis D. Brandeis is 
certainly idealism personified and intellect incarnate, making for 
the best and noblest in society and mankind; lacking, however, 
the specific Jewishness, its psychology, dynamics, impulses and 
sentiments. He may possess Jewish brains, gifts, talent and ani- 
mation, turning, however, as the latter did into American virtues 
with their particular covers and singular veneerings, developing 
into pungency, perception, lucidity and docility, obscuring, this 
wise, their original sources and adhering rather to system, analy- 
sis, observation and criticism. Naturally, he can never compre- 
hend the multifarious phases in Zionism, introduced by the Poa- 
lei-Zionists and Mizrachists, accepting only as he does one side 
of the movement, without any additional right and augmentary 
left, strictly following the rules of logic and regulations of learn- 
ing, potent factors and instrumental agencies as these worthies 
are in jurisprudence, law and the legal accessories, forgetting or 
ignoring the claims and demands of the factions and fractions 
within the various Jewries, coming as the latter are from different 
sections of the universe, interpreting Zionism in accordance with 
their own respective ideas and prospective notions, which indeed 
could not and would not change and transform within a moment’s 
notice or without any notification whatever, merely because an 
order to this particular effect was issued by American authorities 
or by English Commissioners. 

Dr. Weitzman, having been through all the Jewish disabili- 
ties, hardships and vicissitudes, changing residences, every now 
and then, from Lithuania to Germany, then to England, mingling 
with kinsmen of these various countries, knowing their plights 
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and grasping the situation, had exercised his chemical inventions 
and scientific innovations in behalf of his forlorn co-religionists 
and lonely brethren, turned elastic for their sake and flexible to 
their improvement, even at his own sacrifices and inconveniences, 
proving thus the real son of his people and following closely the 
footprints of his lofty predecessors, Moses, David, Elijah, Ezra, 
Judas Maccabeus, Rabbi Akiba and many another celebrity. 

Justice Brandeis, however, unfamiliar with the Zionist lead- 
ers, the first initiators, builders and promoters of the New Pal- 
estine, unconscious of their beliefs, strivings and ambitions, never 
having studied their particular profoundities and singular theo- 
ries, Mr. Brandeis can never be converted suddenly and become 
enlightened at once on the European Jews and their Zionism. 

There was a time when trans-Atlantic scholars and contin- 
ental sages looked down on America, its institutions and consti- 
tutions ; scorn and contempt would make their tributary homages 
and extended appreciations, discarding American enterprise and 
belittling the initiative that has a New World label on it. Now 
the reverse is the case. America may indeed compete with Ger- 
many, rival France and stand on a par with any cultured country 
or civilized nation; nay, the land of Columbus is out-Heroding 
Herod, and its masters of the pen, leaders of thought and dis- 
seminators of the word disdain Europe and its inherited emo- 
tionalism, fanaticism and chauvinism. With American backbone 
and Jewish consciousness, Louis D. Brandeis would never reduce 
the former or sacrifice the latter for European intellect and 
Jewish arrogance, for democracy does not signify humiliation 
and equality calls for certain limits, all the same, despite the false 
prophets of modern philosophy and in defiance of the wrong 
interpreters of new-fangled notions. 

But England is part and parcel of Europe just the same, 
and the spirit of the neighboring Ghettoes still influences its Sons 
of the Covenants. Chaim Weitzman lives, thinks and feels with 
his brethren and kinsmen of hellish lands and pandemonial coun- 
tries, listening, therefore, to their tales of Woe and stories of 
disaster ; he considers their propositions and accepts their sugges- 
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tions, wherever they may tend and towards any direction they 
may go, irrespective of his own ways and methods, opinions and 
sentiments, inclinations and impulses. 

Zionism, as a matter of common course, has to deal with 
life and its burning questions and anomalous problems of econ- 
omies, politics, civics, culture and religion, for the successful solu- 
tion of which revolutionary hotheads and evolutionary dreamers 
could never do. Men of mundane experience, worldly practice, 
lively bent, vivacious character, enterprising ventures and work- 
ing capacity may rejuvenate Zion, in compliance with the wishes 
of Brandeis. And what about Weitzman’s ideals? 


CXXXII. 
WHAT IS IN A NAME? 


Editor American Israelite, Cincinnati: 

Sir: Among its “Jottings,” in a recent issue, the American 
Israelite quotes an English contemporary of London to the effect 
that a Matthew Kelly, connected with the Hammersmith Syna- 
gogue, presented a handsome cover for the latter’s ark, in mem- 
ory of his wife’s deceased parents. The American Israelite 
wonders at the peculiar combination of Matthew Kelly and a 
Synagogue, the name and patronymic betraying, rather, a Celtic 
descent. The fact, however, is obvious. In one of the metro- 
politan Yiddish dailies, your correspondent was enlightened with 
a somewhat surprising piece of news, relating of a Polish Jew, 
whose name Yankele, the Polish derisive sobriquet for the Bib- 
lical Jacob, turned resourceful and proved beneficial to the 
owner, becoming John Kelly, a successful split, by which its 
bearer changed into a full-fledged Irishman, which may grant 
the neophyte free access in politics, civics and social uplift. 
Matthew, as a matter of record, interchanges with the Hebrew 
name of Matathiath, the father of the Maccabean family, whose 
father in turn was the High Priest Johanan, called, likewise, 
Janai, which would abbreviate into John. Hence Matthew Kelly 
might have been formerly but Yankele, pure and simple. 
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On the other hand, the following jotting in the mentioned 
American Israelite deals with Tifereth Israeh Synagogue of 
Cleveland, Ohio, in charge of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, which 
was known heretofore by the name of the Temple of radical Re- 
form tendencies. One, indeed, may express his surprise over this 
peculiar grouping of names and titles, a genuine and an unadul- 
terated Reform Temple named Tiferth Israel and ministered by 
Abba Hillel! As far as the Temple is concerned, one may em- 
ploy his intuitive power and resort to casuistic ingenuity, making 
the Temple acrostic, covering to some extent as Temple does 
Tiferth Israel, T and I characteristically placed first and last in 
both, Temple and Tifereth Israel. And as for Abba Hillel, being 
the names of the Rabbi, instead of Alfred Philip or Arnold Per- 
cival, which might have sounded more euphonic and stentorial, 
Zionism, covering a multitude of sins, is certainly responsible for 
this Hebraic chauvinism, the Jewish backbone, ancestral pride 
and national consciousness, Abba and Hillel being both, scriptural 
and Talmudical names, respectively. 


Zionism being tabooed at the Hebrew Union College, antag- 
onized in the American Israelite and denounced by Morgenthau 
and Company, yet shining stars and brilliant luminaries, products 
from the very Hebrew Union College, like Joel Blau, Hellers, 
father and son, Joseph Krauskopf, Judah L. Magnes, Edgar F. 
Magnin, Martin A. Meyer, the two brothers Raisin, Mendel 
Silber, Abba Hillel Silver, Joseph Silverman and last, but not 
least, Stephen S. Wise, are all staunch and enthusiastic Zionists 
who certainly achieved wonders and accomplished marvels, bring- 
ing about the millennium, salvation and redemption. 


Again, the names Moses, Mordecai and Esther, Egyptian 
and Persian, pure and simple, were given predilection to their 
genuine Hebrew names of Yekuthiel (Midrash Magnum Levi- 
ticus i, 3), Pethahjah (Mishnah Shekels v, 1), and Hadassah 
(Esther ii, 7), actions speaking louder than words and deeds 
bringing better results than creeds, the naméybe whatever it may, 
After all, what’s in a name? 


CXXXIII. 
WLADIMIR JABOTINSKY 
(Published in the Jewish Advocate, Boston, Mass, June 17, 1920) 


OW, when Wladimir Jabotinsky is languishing in a Turk- 

ish prison, American Jews, in general, and Zionists, in 
particular, want to know who he is and what sacrifices he made 
for his people, resulting in the tragic end of being condemned 
for fifteen years, perhaps the rest of his life, in an infernal 
dungeon. Born in Odessa, a Russian coast-city, where European 
education made rapid strides, finding numerous adherents among 
the residents, Jews especially, young Jabotinsky displayed signs 
of bravery and symptoms of talent in his very earliest childhood. 
There being very poor facilities and meager inducements for 
Jewish youth and maiden to get their education and schooling 
in Russia, unless one was backed sufficiently by monetary means 
and pecuniary media for the furnishing of bribery and supple- 
ment of red tape so as to secure his admission and registration, 
Jabotinsky succeeded, however, in entering one of the local 
Schools, because even barbaric Tartar had to make an exception 
for the Hebrew genius and opened the gates and the portals of 
this Eldorado very widely for him. 

There being no special departments in Russia in any of 
its Temples of Minerva for journalism and literature, Jabotin- 
sky adopted these particular traits just the same, his gifts and 
talents developing in his early ’teens to a remarkable degree and 
a wonderful extent. At the age of 16, he contributed extensively 
to various metropolitan and provincial papers and periodicals, 
dealing with vital subjects and reflecting upon important topics. 

At the age of 22, he becomes the editorial writer of Rus, 
one of the most influential and prominent newspapers in the 
Russian capital, his young age and Jewish descent notwithstand- 
ing. There and then, he goes from strength to strength, maga- 
zines and periodicals vie with one another for Jabotinsky’s 
lucubrations and the genial Jew’s contributions. The future is 
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bright, shining and promising, his prolific writings and fecund 
pennings being eagerly read and perused throughout the civilized 
portions of the great Empire. And in this very midst of note 
and fame, Jabotinsky abandons his journalistic work, quits his 
literary career and becomes a zealous and staunch Zionist, trav- 
eling throughout the Russian Pale of Jewish Settlement, the so- 
called Ghetto, propagating among co-religionsts and kinsmen the 
nationalistic idea and the Zionistic movement, in their first-born 
form of Hibbath Zion. 

During the Zionist Conference at Helsingsfors, Finland, 
Jabotinsky was one of the speakers, demonstrating for the first 
time his love for his people and his devotion to their cause, which 
is also his cause. There and then, Wladimir Jabotinsky laid 
the basic principles for the national rejuvenation and Israel’s 
regeneration, for which he labored and fought continually, for 
the last twenty years. 

The creation and formation of ‘Self-Defense Societies” 
throughout the length and the breadth of infamous Russia, that 
saved and defended Jewish lives and properties by hundreds and 
thousands, are the results and consequences of Jabotinsky’s 
pen and speech. He can certainly manifest backbone to a state 
of vengeance and his self-respect is proverbial, serving as models 
and showing specimens for copy and emulation. 

There is, indeed, a comparative resemblance in the causes 
that effected Jabotinsky’s Zionism and the reasons that prompted 
Dr. Herzl’s conversion to the Zionist ideal. Both, the Aus- 
trian Herzl and the Russian Jabotinsky, although Jews by 
birth, were very far from Jewish spheres and Hebrew atmos- 
pheres, irreligious professors would have been their proper 
designations, if a negative theory deserves any consideration at 
all. Neither Herzl nor Jabotinsky knew their kinsmen, work- 
ing as they did in foreign fields and cultivating alien vineyards, 
German and Russian, respectively. Outside pressure and exter- 
nal friction were instrumental in Herzl’s Zionism and Christian 
influence prompted the regeneration of Jabotinsky into both, 
Judaism and Zionism. 
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Karney Chikowsky, a Russian writer and critic, who pos- 
sessed a wonderful soul, loving mankind almost to a stage of 
passion and cherishing a particular devotion for the sons of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, because of having been born in a 
Jewish neighborhood, in Odessa’s fashionable district, Chikowsky 
was an intimate friend of Jabotinsky, fostering as he did his 
love for the Jewish people upon his companion, the un-Jewish 
Jew. The latter, at this juncture, returned to Judaism and made 
a good Zionist. The fact is obvious, Hess, Herzl, Jabotinsky, 
Brandeis, Mack and others of the Zionist rank and file, assumed 
Zionism before making conscientious and pious Jews, which 
may, indeed, prove consonant with the prophetic prediction of 
“Out of Zion the Law would go forth and the words of the Lord 
from Jerusalem”; in other words, the Zionist goal and Jeru- 
salemic aim precede one’s religious dogmas and creedal doctrines. 


Wielding a prolific pen and employing an eloquent tongue, 
Jabotinsky spread and furthered Zionism in every nook and 
corner of the Russian Empire, writing essays and publishing 
pamphlets on Zionism and its developments. Believing in Jewish 
rejuvenation on their own land and admitting the necessity of a 
national language, he began the study of Hebrew, in the subtle- 
ties and intricacies of which he became fully qualified, in the 
very short period of six months, to such an extent as to be able 
to master it remarkably well for pen and speech. His works. 
and labors met with tremendous success, making converts for 
the movement and gaining lovers for Zion from the classes and 
the masses. 


With the outbreak of the Universal War, he enlisted in the 
Russian army and won his spurs and was commissioned as an 
officer. Later he went to London, became affiliated with local 
Zionists, introduced the idea of a Jewish Battalion, delivered a 
series of addresses on this subject before large and appreciative 
English and Jewish audiences, formed the friendship and co- 
operation of the brilliant Jewish-English writer, Israel Zangwill, 
and was instrumental in the creation and formation of the Zion 
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Mule Corps, which fought heroically, though without any suc- 
cessful results, the battles of Gallipoli. . 

Later, he joined the British-Jewish Legion, the 38th Regi- 
ment of the Royal Fusileers, with the rank of Lieutenant and 
displayed gallant activities on Palestinian fronts, under General 
Edmund Allenby, getting medals and decorations for bravery 
and valiancy, and becoming raised to the captaincy. 

After the demobilization of the Legion, Jabotinsky, keen 
and observant, inaugurated a self-defense organization which 
worked its own salvation, achieved marvelous performances and 
put many a brigand to fright and flight. With the beginning of 
the excesses, commonly called pogroms, in Jerusalem and vicinity, 
Jabotinsky and his Light Brigade charged their assailants, right 
and left, saving numerous brethren from sure death and sparing 
innumerable sisters the shame and disgrace of violence, attacks 
and personal assaults. 

The local administration, the Arabian satrapy of His 
Majesty, the King of the games of cards, Emir Feisal, the conni- 
vance of which was responsible for the anti-Jewish demonstra- 
tions, disarmed Jabotinsky and his valorous followers, court mar- 
tialed them and convicted them for high treason; their confine- 
ment in prison being the inglorious result. 

The civilized world, in general, and the Jews, in particular, 
protest vigorously against such a perversion of justice and the 
misapplication of the English laws! 


CXXXIV. 


WOLF JAABETZ, JEWISH HISTORIAN, PASSES 
AWAY 


Woe JAABETZ, Zionist, historian, journalist, revivalist 
and Hebraist, died recently in London, England, at the 
age of 77 years. Russian by birth, German By adoption and 
Palestinian by inclinations, but not an Englishman, Jaabetz ex- 


Wolf Jaabetz, Jewish Historian 383 


pired in England’s fog and mist, in the metropolis of London, 
neglected and forgotten, among strangers and amidst unsavory 
surroundings. 

Going to Palestine in his younger days, in company with the 
early pioneers, Jehiel Michael Pines and Eliazar Ben Jehudah, 
Jaabetz was responsible for the regeneration and introduction of 
the Hebrew as a living language, giving thus Ben Jehudah the 
incentive to begin his stupendous work of his Hebrew dictionary, 
which turned instrumental and responsible for the recognition of 
the Hebrew as a contemporaneous tongue by the English gov- 
ernment, the Mandatory Power of Palestine, on a par with native 
Arabic and British English, in defiance of opposing Arabs and in 
spite of anti-Semitic opponents. 

With the very first introduction of practical and physical 
work of the Jewish colonies, Jaabetz instructed the younger 
generation into the literature and the language of their elders and 
sires, without the study and perusal of which neither colonies 
nor settlements could succeed or prosper. Lacking text-books 
and wanting manuals for instructive drills and teaching exercises, 
Jaabetz contemplated, wrote and printed there and then, pam- 
phlets and leaflets for teaching usages and instructive employ- 
ment both, by pupils and tutors. His Hebrew is certainly Zion- 
istic, Palestinian, national, including his technical dicta and coined 
words, which would have been recognized by the Patriarchs and 
prophets, had the latter the notion to leave their graves and visit 
the regenerated and rejuvenated land, settled and colonized by 
their children and offshoots. 

But before the passing of ample time for his anthologies and 
plantings to take root and produce fruitfully, Jaabetz quits Pales- 
tine and returns to Goluth, only to resume his work of writing 
Jewish history and employing none but Biblical words and Scrip- 
tural phrases, banishing all the neo-Hebraic terms. The schools 
of the Neo-Hebraists, however, cherish notions of their own and 
would never forgive Jaabetz for abolishing their Neo-Hebraic dic- 
tion and resorting, once again, to the classic style and the Biblical 
expressions. And talking about the Bible, one meets with para- 
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doxical views, confronting and conflicting continually, more or 
less, necessitating therefore as they say, the changes and trans- 
formations, the protests and objections of the old timers not- 
withstanding. 

Because of his sojourn in Palestine or in spite of it, Jaabetz 
turned religiously inclined, almost Orthodox in his belief, which 
scribes and scribblers would never forgive, these traits and ten- 
dencies proving, as they maintain, offensive and outlandish; and 
Joshua Meisah of the Gan Perhaim fame scolds Jaabetz for 
having forgotten to chant the Pentateuchal weekly portion both, 
Hebrew and Aramaic, once the latter and twice the former, after 
the order given by Joseph Caro in his Codex of Jus Divinum or 
Shulhan Aruch., 

Jaabetz, however, is dead, and while he was forgotten and 
neglected, in the last days of his life, his works and books remain. 

May his soul rest in peace! 


i CXXXV. 
ZION ABOVE ALL 


HE parabolic anecdote of the pitcher and the stone, how the 

latter is always the victor and the former the sufferer, the 
stone breaking the pitcher, irrespective of the fact, whether it 
falls on the top of the vessel or the other fellow looking for a 
celebrated companion and climbing on the heights of the rocky 
mountain. This allegorical episode is a common appearance and 
a frequent visitor in Jewish life, both, without and within. In 
dealings and deliberations taking effect between Jews and Gen- 
tiles, of a social nature and a public character, the Jews are the 
losers, while the other fellows are the gainers, as a matter of 
common cause and proper result. Witness the recent atrocities 
in Poland, Ukraine, Roumania, Hungary and Bolshevistic Russia, 
the poor Jews turning targets, victims, sacrifices and culprits, 
while the Gentiles, the Christians, Catholic’, Protestants and 
Orthodox are immune, exonerated and overlooked, although their 
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atrocities are criminal and their outrages murderous, love and 
fraternity covering, indeed, multitudes of sins. 

Similarly, controversies and frictions in Jewish camps, within 
the Synagogues, specifically religious, between the ecclesiastic 
guides and fashionable lay leaders, the latter, the Congregational 
presidents and Synagogal Machers, always turn triumphant, 
while the other fellows, the Rabbis, ministers and Hagzans, have 
to pack up bag and baggage and disappear from the scenic sur- 
face, leaving the field clear for the money bags to reap the har- 
vest, gather the trophies and reign supreme. Gaster in London, 
Magnes in New York and your humble servant in half a dozen 
places are living examples and existing models of this deplorable 
order. 

Zion, however, towers above all things and matters from its 
shoulders and upwards, and the division of opinions and the dif- 
ference in ideas between Rabbi Stephen S. Wise and President 
Henry Morgenthau, both of the Free Synagogue, concerning the 
aspirations and establishment of a Jewish commonwealth in Pal- 
estine, edification of Jerusalem and rebuilding of Zion, caused 
the downfall of the President and withdrawal of Morgenthau, 
while Wise remains at the helm, ever active and continuously 
doing! A miracle was performed and the pitcher broke the 
stone, sure enough! 

“Yet, of Zion it shall be said, this man and that man were 
born there, but the Most High Himself will establish it” 
(Psalms Ixxxvii, 5)! 


CXXXVI. 
ZIONISM AND PATRIOTISM 


UR adversaries, the anti-Zionists, are continually fighting 

us with weapons and instruments, under all sorts and con- 
ditious, by various means, fair and foul, flinging at us, time and 
again, the adjective of unpatriotic and the epithet of traitor, 
for which accusations they, however, lack food for substantials 
and want pabulum for essentials. 
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Lafayette, De Kalb, Kosciusko and Pulaski fought for 
American independence, never having, however, severed connec- 
tions with their respective fatherlands or particular countries, 
Pulaski and Kosciusko being devotional Poles, and De Kalb and 
Lafayette remaining loyal Frenchmen all their lives, their par- 
ticipation in the American Revolution notwithstanding. 


Neither contemporaries nor history found fault with their 
patriotism, national sincerity and racial consciousness. In fack: 
posterity praises highly their flexible unselfishness and elastic 
achievements, sacrificing their blood and marrow for a good 
cause and reasonable effects. y 

The various species of mankind and the sundry tribes of 
humanity are but members of one conglomeration or races, parts 
of an aggregation of peoples, brothers of one fraternity and 
children of one God. 

Again, instead of being accused of egotism and narrowness, 
one may, rather, profess cosmopolitanism and expansion. Civili- 
zation, education and modern sciences becoming common to all, 
irrespective of geographical limitations or political boundaries, 
it is but normal and rational for the American, Englishman, 
Frenchman, Scandinavian and German to equally share their 
pains and participate in their pleasure. Recent innovations and 
modern novelties tend towards universal brotherhood and public 
friendship, the agricultural, industrial and artistic exhibitions 
being inaugurated in selected cities, of diverse countries, where 
representatives of many lands come for social intercourse and 
mutual agreement; and diplomatic agents, state ambassadors and 
college professors being sent regularly from one government to 
another, all these actions and transactions are proof positive of 
the tolerable spirit and peaceful policy of States and Empires. 


True to the Psalmist‘s injunction of “If I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its cunning” (Psalms 
exxxvii, 5) the bulk of the Jews, all the world over, remember 
Jerusalem and render homage to Zion, thrice daily, during morn- 
ing, vespers and evening prayers, in the staces after meals and in 
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the special benedictions for various occasions and sundry func- 
tions, in all walks of life and daily occurences. 

Fighting for the flag of the respective countries of their 
adoptions and contributing towards the educational uplift and the 
industrial raise of their newly made fatherlands, the Jews, never- 
theless, manifest a hope and cherish a desire for ancient Zion and ~ 
historic Jerusalem, whence the law and the words of the Lord 
emanate for the benefit of mankind and the profit of humanity 
(Isaiah 11, 3; Micah iv, 2). Mendelsohn, Montefiore, Cremieaux 
and a host of other philanthropists, statesmen and philosophers 
were staunch Zionists and devotional nationalists, their loyal ad- 
herence to Germany, England and France, respectively, notwith- 
standing. 

Again, the United States being but little over a century old 
and its people still in the process of formation, one cannot 
divorce himself entirely from a land of hopes and aspirations, 
backed by thousands of years and myriads of miracles. After 
all, Moses and Jeremiah, fortunately have touched this very sub- 
ject, and wise and otherwise, the Rabbis of yore incorporated 
their lofty sayings in this week’s synagogal declamation. 

Thus says the former: “And in all the land of your possession 
ye shall grant a redemption for the land” (Leviticus xxv, 24), 
this repetition of the “land” reflects upon one’s incumbency to 
devote to two lands, one of adoption and the other of tradition. 
Jeremiah, likewise, speaking of the redemption of the Holy Land 
by Israel, makes the following promise: “For, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, the God of Israel, houses and fields and vineyards shall 
be possessed again in this land” (Jeremiah xxxii, 15); though 
this very prophet conjured the children of Israel to “seek the 
peace of the State whither I have caused you to be carried away 
and pray unto the Lord for its welfare, for in the peace thereof 
shall ye have peace” (Ibid. xxix, 7). Henceforth Zionism 
and patriotism may dwell together in harmony. Amen, Selah! 
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CXXXVIT. 
ZIONISM AND THE BOARD OF JEWISH MINISTERS 


Editor Hebrew Standard, New York: 

At a meeting of the Board of Jewish Ministers of this city 
and its surrounding towns, held, the other night, at one of the 
vestries of Temple Emanuel, 43rd Street and Fifth Avenue, 
Rabbi Clifton H. Levy presiding, Zionism, augmented by Scrip- 
tural discussions, turned the topic for consideration, responding, 
this wise, to the double prophecy of “out of Zion the Law will 
come forth.” (Isaiah II, 3; Micah IV, 2). 

An editorial paragraph of your Hebrew Standard of a recent 
date mentioned the fact of Rabbis Maurice H. Harris and Alex- 
ander Lyons having returned from Palestine, where they spent 
some few days of their vacation and became sympathetic with 
Zionism, because of the successful developments of the land and 
the wonderful achievements of the Jewish pioneers and adven- 
turers. 

Rabbis Harris and Lyons enlightened, indeed, the assembled 
colleagues with their Palestinian impressions and Zionistic in- 
spirations, displaying, however, very little sympathy to the cause 
of Zionism and censuring, rather, the conduct of the Palestinian 
Jews and the impiety of the supposedly pious co-religionists. 

Dr. Harris in his somewhat crude and unpolished report 
made the impression of a member of an archaelogical expedition, 
dwelling at considerable length upon the deplorable facts of hav- 
ing the holy places occupied by Christian Churches and Moslem 
Mosques ; the Cave of Machpelah, the Mount of Olives and Beth- 
lehem being forbidden ground to the Jews; paying, in addition, 
particular homage to the founder of Christianity and to Naza- 
reth, the latter’s place of birth, as finishing touches. Dr. Lyons, 
on the other hand, was certainly lively and vivacious, giving de- 
tailed particulars of Tel-Aviv, its houses, gardens, streets, thor- 
oughfares and their occupants, admiring the accomplishments of 
the Halutzim, the pioneers, men and women of European educa- 
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tion and university training, who abandoned their former aspira- 
tions and forsook glorious anticipations in order to go to the land 
of their fathers, cut its stones, till the ground and rebuild the 
ruins. Rabbi Lyons, however, found fault with a Jewish young 
man who smoked a cigarette at the Synagogue on the Fasting Day 
of the Ninth of Ab, which, according to the Rabbi’s knowledge 
of the Shulhan Aruch (American edition), consists of a double 
crime, the breaking of the fast and the desecration of the sacred 
place. Now, the Orthodox Jews as well as the Zionists may 
forgive the young man and allow him some discount, smoking 
in the Synagogue never counts a sin with the former, neither 
is its practice forbidden on fasting days; while the Zionists 
may advance the argument that after the issuance of the Bal- 
four Declaration, the grant of the San Remo Treaty and the 
acceptance of the Mandate by Great Britain, the Tishoh b’Ab 
may disappear from Jewish sceneries. 


Dr. Lyons continued his interesting and eloquent remarks, 
regaling his listeners with his experiences, manifesting his de- 
light with the spread and furtherance of the Hebrew tongue in 
all and sundry parts of Palestine. He told them, how he came 
across a bunch of youngsters, who exercised in baseball playing, 
employing the Holy Tongue for the somewhat profane prac- 
tice, wondering as the youngsters did at the Goy for his close 
observation of their innocent play. Palestinian boys do not 
know the difference between a Goy and a Reform Rabbi. 
But when the latter ventured to address them in Hebrew 
(Ashkenasic pronounciation or Sephardic accents?) the young- 
sters quickly dispersed, fleeing to all sides and directions. 


Wise and otherwise, the chairman called next on Dr. David 
De Sola Pool, who also returned recently from Palestine, to 
give his Palestinian views, which the latter gladly did, in a long 
and exhaustive address, relating of his own experience, during 
the pogroms, pacifying Dr. Harris’ gloomy thoughts and answer- 
ing Dr. Lyon’s criticism, basing his contentions on current events 
and passing phases, giving credit to the Palestinian youth for 
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going to the Synagogue, whether for the sake of smoking cigar- 
ettes or participating in the evening prayers, while his American 
brother indulges, likewise, in smoking on the street corners, but 
never goes to the Synagogue; and as for talking Hebrew and 
playing ball, simultaneously, the Rabbi said he witnessed these 
stunts, time and again, but was never looked upon as a Goy, 
neither had he scared the players with the revelation of his 
identity. The reason is obvious, Dr. Pool, as a conservative Rabbi, 
has a full grown beard, Dr. Lyons has a smoothly shaven face, 
and one certainly remembers his recent attack on the beards, 
advising one and all for their removal. 

Dr. Bernard Drachman asked for the floor and deplored 
the fact that the muchly praised Halutzum cast infamy upon 
Palestinian Jewry by the public desecration of Sabbaths and Fes- 
tivals, in spite of pietistic Jews and in defiance of their religious 
scruples, and he would suggest severe punishment by cudgel and 
knout, maintaining as he does that the Holy Land should not 
become profane and the fear of Heaven might dominate con- 
tinually, as in days of old and times of yore. 

Dr. Moses Hyamson took issue with the fear of Heaven and 
quoted the litany of the Daily Prayers that emphasizes the fear 
of Heaven, which has been wonderfully elucidated by a Jerusa- 
lemic scholar in an instructive and interesting book that he had 
lately received, believing, therefore, in the “Atmosphere of the 
Land of Israel that makes all wise” (Baba Bathra f. 158, b), 
and the sinners will repent, likewise. Dr. Israel Elfenbein added 
fuel to the flames, stressing the Jewish peculiarity of lore and 
learning, relegating the fear of Heaven or, rather, the fear of the 
Lord to the proselytes (Midrash Magnum Numbers viii, 2). 

At this juncture, there opens an opportunity for your humble 
servant to continue his proposed Jewish Forum, employing the 
Talmudic passage of “The Holy One, Blessed be He, has nothing 
in His world but the fear of Heaven” (Sabbath f. 31, b), which 
refutes both, Elfenbein’s as well as the M idxgshic remarks, 
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CXXXVIII. 


ZIONISTIC DEVELOPMENTS MATERIAL ‘ 
FOR NOVELIST 


ODERN Zionism turned a new leaf in contemporaneous 
history. Why, the land is on the way of regenerating, 
once again, immigrants of no particular calling or singular occu- 
pation come to Palestine and become the builders of the state, 
constructors of cities and masters of the country. They till the 
ground, cut the stones, dig wells, form streets, cement the roads, 
construct houses and plant orchards; in short, there is new life 
in Palestine with prospects and promises of success, achievements, 
progress and prosperity. The Halutzim, the pioneers, the pil- 
grims, erstwhile step-sons of continental Europe and former sub- 
jects for pogroms and massacres, left their hellish quarters and 
pandemonial abodes, went to the land of Israel, the whilom pos- 
session of their fathers and landed safely on the shores of the 
Jordan, determined to work their salvation, hasten the millen- 
nium and turn instrumental in the coming of the Messiah, by 
physical application and mental supplication of endurance, perse- 
verence, willingness and devotion. 

There are chances of new life and opportunities for im- 
provements have widely opened, beckoning enticingly both, in 
Bolshevic Russia and Jewish Palestine, and the novice, the im- 
practical, the uninitiated, lacking experience and wanting informa- 
tion, is indeed at a loss, unable to decide for himself which 
course to follow and what direction should be taken. Bolshe- 
vistic Russia, one must bear in mind, wishing to sound the 
clarion call throughout the civilized world of its leniency, toler- 
ance and broadmindedness towards people of divers races and 
different religions, Russia offered thousands of acres of land, in 
the Ukraine, Crimea and other places of refuge, promising, in 
addition, help and assistance to the prospective colonist and in-- 
tending settler; while in Palestine there are no subsidies or 
stipends given or granted to the pioneers or pilgrims, the latter 
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being left at the mercy of coming events and approaching inci- 
dents, with but scanty encouragements from the Ziomist Organi- 
zation or the Jewish Colonization Association. On the other 
hand, Russia is rather fenced with Chinese walls, never reveal- 
ing its mysteries to the people without, leaving the world and its 
inhabitants in ignorance and confusion as to its doings, activities, 
strivings and achievements; while Palestine, the Jewish Home- 
land, under the able management of Great Britain, the Manda- 
tory Power, is an extensively open book, the secrets and con- 
cealments of which are easily observed and investigated in three 
different tongues, the English, Arabic and Hebrew. And as for 
the means of support and the medium of help, with the absence 
of which one is reluctantly confronted, it is but particular hope 
and singular trust, Jewish traits and tendencies ever since time 
immemorial, that may escort and accompany the refugees, the 
wanderers, the pogrom-stricken, the violated, hounded and hunted 
from pillar to post, on their way to safety, redemption and sal- 
vation, in the land of their sires. 

Novel, however, in its designs, chimeric in its aspects, 
visionary in its proclivities, imaginary in its impulses, hallucina- 
tory in its perceptions, sensational in its inclinations and startling 
in its scope, it remained in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred 
but an illusive idea and a panoramic notion, the practical reali- 
zation of which would hardly ever come to pass, as one may wit- 
ness the sad and sorrowful facts of national leaders, domestic 
agencies and continental organizations instituting calls and quests 
for lands and territories for the reception and settlement of the 
unfortunate Jews, naming in the predicament the South American 
Republics, the steppes of Siberia, the planet of Mars and the 
depths of the Atlantic, disregarding entirely Rejuvenated Zion 
and ignoring maliciously its possibilities and opportunities. The 
reason is obvious, indeed, and the cause is certainly ostensible. 
There is a dearth in books and pamphlets depicting and _por- 
traying the beauties and niceties of Zionigtic achievements and 
Palestinian accomplishments within the last half century, since 
the introduction and inauguration of the Hobebei Zion move- 
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ment, caused and effected by the serial installment of pogroms 
and massacres of the Jews in Russia, introduced by the Prime 
Minister Ignatiev of ignoble infamy. Literary outputs and 
journalistic outbursts would undoubtedly create favorable im- 
pressions and foster additional inspirations for Zion, Palestine, 
Homeland and national consciousness, badly lacking and muchly 
wanted at the present moment. 

But then, there is the dilemma. We are an experienced 
people, extremely practical, having gone through vicissitudes of 
life and scourges of time, receiving by these processes of initia- 
tion lessons and examples in common brotherhood and good 
fellowship. The literature and books for Zion may turn a 
snare and become a delusion, blame instead of praise, disparage- 
ment for laudations and slur for satisfaction. It is then the 
alternative of two evils, out of which the smallest is taken, as a 
matter of record, and no miracles were introduced on the Zion- 
istic horizon. Now there appeared certainly a supernatural phe- 
nomenon on the Zionistic spheres, in the guise of a book in French 
named Le Amour de Sion by Miriam Harri, published in Paris, 
the French capital, where Zionism is tabooed both, by Jews and 
Gentiles alike. Transjordania and Syria are parts and parcels of 
Palestine, proven and established by Scriptural records and his- 
torical annals. Arthur James Balfour, with the sanction of the 
allies, France inclusive, made the famous Declaration in the 
name of His Majesty, the King of England, of restoring Pales- 
tine to the Jews. And at the capture of Jerusalem by General 
Edmund Allenby with the Indian troops under his command, 
there were, likewise, thousands of Jews from the British-Jewish 
Legion participating. But there were no Frenchmen there and 
how the latter claim the possessions of Syria and other portions 
of Palestine passes one’s comprehension. Neither are their 
Jewish countrymen any better on the score of Zionism. The 
Jewish Colonization Association with Baron Maurice de Hirsch’s 
millions at its disposal would never encourage any Palestinian 
venture or institute a Zionistic undertaking. And yet, a French 
woman, who admits her intention and desire of injuring the Zion- 
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ist cause and defiling the Palestinian movements, takes a pilgrim- 
age to the Holy Land, visits the important places, inspects the 
Jewish colonies, observes the new settlements, interviews the 
Halutzim, beholds the pioneers and writes a book of praises and 
laudations of Zion. Like Bilam of old, who went to curse and 
turned blessing with the exclamation of “How goodly are thy 
tents, O Jacob, thy resting places, O Israel,” (Numbers xxiv, 5), 
Miriam Harri, is enthusiastically delighted over the conditions in 
modern Zion, expressing her rejoicing in the very name of Love 
of Zion that she gave to the book and having it adorned with 
the Psalmodic motto of “When the Lord will have returned the 
captives unto Zion then we would become dreamers’? (Chapt. 
cxxvi, ver. 1). 

It is worthy of note that Miss Harri is wielding a prolific 
pen and brandishing a fecund quill, having written and published 
many books before, dealing as some of them did with Jewish 
life in the Diaspora, and having made up her mind to devote 
some portions of her literary abilities to Jewish life in the new 
Palestine, she thought it would be best to go thither, study, 
search and investigate, which she successfully accomplished. She 
saved no means and spared no time in her inquiries and re- 
searches, exploring and exploiting wherever and whatever she 
could lay a hold on, fearing no obstacles and dreading no im- 
pediments. With particular ecstasy and singular emotion she 
relates of the Halutzim, the pioneers, youths and maidens, who 
discard mere talk and sheer verbiage, objects and matters for 
idlers in the lands of the Goluth, actions, they maintain, speak 
the loudest, resulting as their activities did in the clearing away 
of heaps of stones and rubbish and planting in their places one 
hundred thousand trees! 

She praises, likewise, the Hebrew tongue, which is widely 
spoken in Palestine, by the young ones especially, much more 
than the Arabic and the English, manifesting, this wise, her own 
interest and delight in the tongue of the-Bible, and proving, like- 
wise, more Jewishly inclined than her Jewi8h country-women, 
who look upon the language of the Scriptures as well as the Bible 
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itself as relics of old and objects for the museum. She pays, 
in addition, glowing tributes to Eliazar Ben Jehudah, the re- 
vivalist of the national tongue, ascribing to him the faculties 
and capacities of the prophets of old and seers of yore. At the 
same time, she pities the Hebrew-speaking children, wondering 
whether their conditions will ever be better than they are now, 
the parents struggling hard and bitter for the cultivation of 
the soil and the development of its resources, confronted by 
inimical forces and opposing sources both, within and without, 
friend and foe forming a league with frustration and destruc- 
tion as the accepted slogan and the conspicuous watchword. 

One wonders whether the author is a Hebrew student her- 
self and has been copying portions and passages from Abraham 
Mapou’s Ahabath Zion. The latter, although more lovely than 
idealistic and more romantic than Zionistic, there being neither 
Herzlian nor Hobeber Zion movements in the days of 
Mapou, the Dirges for the Ninth of Ab, the litanies for the 
Fasting Days and the doxologies for the Holidays making but 
the Zionist literature in those days of quietude and stagnation. 
But times change and ideas changed with them, discounting 
the love, heroism and similar sentiments and feelings, there re- 
mains Zion pure, genuine and unadulterated, which might cer- 
tainly have inspired Miriam Harri and gave her necessary in- 
formation and the useful instruction in matters of Zion and 
objects of Palestine. 

It is rather the sign of the times or the finger of God that 
a Gentile woman of Paris, France, should continue the work 
begun more than a half a century ago by a Jewish genius in 
Kovno, Lithuania ,going indeed from strength to strength and 
having the Amour de Sion supersede the Ahabath Zion to a 
considerable extent, the results will undoubtedly prove beneficial 
for the movement and gainful for Zion, foreign anthologies, 
transplanted fragrance and outside pressure will make a mar- 
velous combination for the gain of converts and the increase 
of the adherents. It will, likewise, out-Herod Herod, Amour 
de Sion will almost obscure Dass Alt-Neu Land of Dr. Herzl, 
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the latter’s leadership notwithstanding, simply because France 
was one of the allies with America in the World War and the 
French tongue is in usage in many States of the Union; the 
Germans on the other hand lost heavily in the great conflict and 
their language is banished from numerous institutions and 
academies. Yea, Amour de Sion will take a prominent place 
in the Zionistic literature. 


CXXXIX. 
ZIONIST MOVEMENT GROWING 


Editor Sunday Courier, Harrisburg: 
The local Bonei Zion Association, a branch of the Federa- 


tion of American Zionists and part and parcel of the Zionistic 
Society of Cologne, Germany, the latter being the parent insti- 
tution, with branches all over the civilized world, held a 
memorial meeting at their headquarters recently, in commemo- 
ration of Dr. Theodore Herzl, the international Zionist leader, 
who died five years ago. 

Although weaned away from their land for the last 1839 
years, the Jews never foreswore their allegiance to Zion and 
Jerusalem patiently waiting for a favorable moment of a re- 
union of the mother-country with the scattered children. The 
Jew’s life, from cradle. to grave, contains a long stretch of 
Palestinian allusions. At morning supplications, noon services, 
night petitions, graces before and after meals, before and after 
pleasure, delight and recreation, before and after sleep, at birth, 
marriage and death, during feastings and fastings, and at all 
events and incidents of diverse aspects, particular prayers for 
the restoration of Zion have been instituted, the chanting of 
which the faithful continue right along, sincerely believing and 
earnestly hoping for the realization, at some time or another. 

In addition, there are particular days set aside in the Jewish 
synagogal lunar calendar for the commentoration of the sor- 
rowful occurrences, which are observed as yet with fastings 
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and wailings by co-religionists all the world over. One of them 
has come to pass, coinciding as it did, this year with the 6th of 
July of the common era, in the functions of which the writer 
participated in this very city of ours, at the Chizuk Amunah 
Synagogue, on Filbert Street. While another day of mourning 
and fasting, namely, Teesha-b’Ab, will fall on the 27th inst. 
Regarding the latter, tradition has it, that Napoleon chanced to 
visit a synagogue, at the city of Wilno, Lithuania, on that particu- 
lar day, finding the worshippers prostrated on the floor, chanting 
the allotted dirges and shedding profusive tears. Given the 
reason for the extraordinary performance, the French Emperor 
advised the Jews to dry their tears and take up arms against 
the present occupants of the Holy Land. The Jews have not 
followed the Napoleonic course, prefering the subscription to the 
Biblical institution of “Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts” (Zachariah iv, 6). And the 
man of the spirit, Theodore Herzl, appeared at last, some fifteen 
years ago, launching the modern Zionism, interviewing monarchs 
and sovereigns, and making his mission in life the removal of 
the oppressed Jews from semi-civilized European countries to 
Turkish Palestine, with the glorious prospect of having the latter 
governed by its own people on an autonomous basis. 

This Prince in Israel, unfortunately, died in the prime of 
his life, at the age of 44, before having accomplished his under- 
takings. Societies for the furtherance of the movement are 
springing up daily, however, while the Young Turks look favor- 
ably upon the propositions and suggestions. 

Locally, the Bonet Zion, though but in its infancy, hardly 
a year old, it increases rapidly in material and moral growth. 
Mr. Max Winfield and Rev. Joseph Kline are president and sec- 
retary, respectively. 
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CX: 
ZION’S REDEMPTION APPROACHING 


66 PON a high mountain get thee up, thou that bringest 

U good tidings to Zion; lift up with strength thy voice, 
thou who bringest good tidings to Jerusalem; lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, behold, here is your God.” 
(Isaiah xl, 9.) 

On a parallel with the Christians and the Mohammedans, 
who flourish and abound in Lent and Ramadan, respectively, 
the Jews lavish in the possession of Ben-Hametzorim, this hav- 
ing commenced last Thursday, July the 13th, the 17th of Tamuz, 
in the Jewish synagogal lunar calendar, and extending for fully 
three weeks, to the ninth of Ab, August the 3rd, in the secular 
almanac. Ben-Hametzorim denotes, “between the narrow passes,” 
this being a Scriptural idiom, reflecting upon the downfall of the 
Jewish commonwealth, destruction of the Temple and the con- 
quest of Palestine by both, Babylon and Rome. (Lamentations i, 
3,). Religious pietists and creedal devotees refrain from pleasure 
and abandon merriment during these three weeks, while the first 
‘and the last days, namely the 17th of Tamuz and the 9th of Ab, 
are given over to fasting, mourning and affliction. Mediaeval 
periods and recent days, that launched crusades, expulsions and 
massacres on the Jewish sceneries, renewed the lamentations and 
revived the fasting. And to cap the climax, Dr. Theodore Herzl, 
the creator of the modern Zionism, departed from us on this very 
time, his seventh anniversary being commemorated Sunday, 
July 16th, almost all over the world, by Zionists, co-religionists 
and sympathizers with the movement. 

One wonders at the continual weeping and constant lamen- 
tations of an entire people, for centuries and millenia, a people 
that sprang from the loins of Samson, David, Judas Maccabeus 
and Bar Kochba. Why not take up arms and conquer the land, 
the historical antiquities, the temple and independence? 

In fact, it has been related of Napoledn_I, who chanced to 
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halt at Wilno, Lithuania, during his invasion of Russia, on the 
9th day of Ab, where he ventured to visit a Jewish Synagogue, 
and beholding the worshippers in moaning and wailing, advised 
them to cease these impractical operations, forfeit the traditional 
customs, and with sword and spear advance toward Jerusalem. 


It appears, however, that in this, as well as in all other 
attempts, Napoleon blundered considerably. The dreadful Cor- 
sican, his dynasty and oligarchy are but historical relics, whereas 
the Jews revive and rejuvenate, slowly but surely, going from 
strength to strength and coming to their former selves, once 
again. The Rabbis of the Talmud were indeed wise in their 
generations. Having participated in many an_ unsuccessful 
battle, conjured posterity not to revolt any more (Kethuboth f, 
111, a) learning from experience in former plights and prac- 
tices on previous occasions, that “Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts” (Zechariah iv, 6). 


Ancient Rome triumphed at the sight of the Jewish exiles, 
youths and maidens, who were brought in, shackled and fettered, 
and sold as slaves and serfs to the highest bidders, like beasts 
and cattle. Modern Rome is governed by Nathan the Jew, him- 
self, perhaps, an offshoot of those early exiles; while the original 
Romans, the kith and kin of Titus, entirely disappeared, leaving 
no trace or clue behind them. Notwithstanding the fact of 
Jews being excluded from Russia, it was but Jean de Bloch, the 
Jew, whose book inspired Czar Nicholas to take the initiative in 
the Universal Peace movement. In spite of the obstructions that 
the German Sovereigns placed on the highways and byways 
ot the Jews, it was but left for Moses Mendelsohn, Heinrich 
Heine, Berthold Auerbach and Ludwig Boerne to raise the pres- 
tige and sway of German literature, science and philosophy. 
Benjamin Disraeli is, indeed, the giant that raised England to 
its gigantic stage; Hayim Solomon, the Polish Jew, financed 
the American Revolution, and Judah P. Benjamin’s brains guided 
Jefferson Davis’s Confederacy. The very hostelries that would 
not accommodate Jewish guests have the musical compositions 
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of Meyerbeer and Mendelsohn for the oe of their fashionable 
roomers and chauvinistic boarders. 


And for the possession of Palestine and the re-establish- 
ment of a Jewish State, why, these very processes are taking 
turns in the right direction, by leaps and bounds. Out of a 
population of 80,000, the city of Jerusalem counts 65,000 Jews. 
One doubts, whether in the Palmy days of Jewish history, during 
the Solomonic reign, there were in Jerusalem as many Jews as 
there are now? “Remember the days of old, consider the years 
of former generations; ask thy father and he will tell thee; thy 
elders; and they will say it unto thee,” (Deuteronomy xxxii, 7). 
The release from Babylon and the advancement towards Jeru- 
salem were but steps in the right direction of autonomy, under 
the suzerainty of the Persian rulers, this being admitted by the 
very leader, Ezra, the scribe, who said, “For we are bondmen, 
yet in our bondage hath God not forsaken us, but hath ex- 
tended unto us kindness before the kings of Persia, to give us 
,a reviving, to exalt the house of our God and to erect again 
its ruins, and to give us a stronghold in Judah and in Jeru- 
salem” (Ezra ix, 9). And histories, ancient and modern, relate 
of numerous tribes and multifarious clans of Israel and Judah, 
who never followed Ezra and his pioneers, preferring the places 
and settlements among other nations and sundry peoples, the 
Falashas in Abyssinia and the Chinese Jews, with queues like 
native Mongolians, prove positively the assertions to be true and 
genuine, without any doubt, shadow or suspicion. 


The nuclei for the renewed Israelitic government, as well as 
their prophets and sages, were apparently satisfied with existing 
conditions, it mattered but little to them that their execuives 
were aliens, not of their race and religion. We observe Nehe- 
miah, the butler of King Artaxerxes, asking but for a short 
leave, to help in the erection and reconstruction of Jerusalem, 
never intending to resign his exalted-position (Nehmeiah ii, 1-9). 
While Deutero-Isaiah, proclaims Cyrus, the King of Persia, as 
the shepherd of God and the Lord’s Messiah, because of his 
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assistance in the building of Jerusalem and the laying of the 
foundation of the Temple (Isaiah xliv, 26-28; xlv, 1-5). 

Now, under the rule of the young Turkish party, with a 
constitution, parliament, free press, speech and worship; with 
hundreds of Jewish townships, settlements and colonies, with 
schools, gymnasia, high schools and colleges, with libraries, 
museums and theatres; with banks, post-offices and courts, the 
ancient Biblical Hebrew as a medium of expression in all these 
public places, Palestine turned, indeed, the former “Eretz Israel”, 
Zion has been redeemed and the Messiah has actually arrived! 
Post ceneres gloria venit, and the righteous achieve, indeed, 
after death more than during their lives. (Hulin f. 7, b). Dr. 
Herzl’s form of Zionism is but fifteen years old, the first half 
of which being but embryonic, nothing could have been done; 
while in the other half, after the leader’s death, the Jewish cause 
inspired, perhaps, by Herzl’s untimely demise, has developed 
to such enormous dimensions as to having almost brought exiled 
Israel into the land of his fathers, once again. 

And the Scriptural query of “Shall I weep in the fifth month 
with abstinence, as I have done these many years?” (Zechariah 
vii, 3), in other words, the ninth of Ab, the latter being the 
fifth month in the lunar calendar, which is closely coming, shall 
not be a fasting day any more, since Zion is redeemed? The 
Talmud quotes Rabbi Judah, the prince, who wanted to abolish 
the fasting on the ninth of Ab (Megillah f. 5, b), though he 
never did it, the reason being ostensible. We may live in various 
lands and diverse countries, even as staunch patriots of the 
lands of birth and the countries of adoption, notwithstanding the 
fact that our brothers live in Palestine, which is their land by 
birth, adoption and ancestral rights. But then at present, for the 
time being we must need fast and abstain from food and drink 
on the approaching fasting day, not for the city of Jerusalem 
and the land of Iscrael, that have been laid waste and turned 
into ruins, some two thousand years ago; we want to afflict 
ourselves so as to have our petrified souls and ossified hearts 
lose their inflexible cover and assume fleshy veneerings and 
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spiritual inlays. Palestine settled and Jerusalem reconstructed, 
there are still a hundred and one things that need our attention 
and call for our support as yet. The Palestinian institutions for 
education, religion, industry, arts, crafts, sciences, philosophy and 
philanthropy are sorely in want and badly in need of contribu- 
tions and retributions, material, moral, physical and financial. 
There are, at present, as in the times of Ezra and Nehemaiahs, 
butlers in kingly courts, in all countries and continents of the ciy- 
ilized world, who, however, never take any trips to Jerusalem to 
There are, at present, as in the times of Ezra and Nehemaiah, 
wotwithstanding his exalted position with the King of Persia, 
when in Jerusalem, complains of the lack of knowledge of 
Hebrew, of the desecration of the Sabbaths and of the abomina- 
tion of intermarriage (Nehemaiah xiii, 15-27); whereas the 
temporaneous Nehemaiahs intermarry themselves, lack the knowl- 
edge of the Holy Tongue and profane Sabbaths and festivals. 
If they do not want to decay and fall by the wayside, as the 
Falashas in Epitophia and the aboriginal Jews in China, let us 
pass the day of the 9th of Ab in abstinence and affliction, that 
we may give account to our own consciences for our lukewarm- 
ness, apathy and indifference. Yes, you may tell it in Gath 
and proclaim in the thoroughfares of Askelon, that Jerusalem is 
rebuilt, Zion redeemed and the Messiah arrived! The lamented 
Theodore Herzl being instrumental in all these changes and im- 
provements. Of course, the Temple has not been rebuilt, but 
then, one and all can do without, the remaining Eastern Wall 
being but part and parcel of Herod’s and not Solomon’s Temple 
(Baba Bathra f. 4, a) of which the prophets discreetly prognosti- 
cated, “When Israel forgets his maker he builds Temples” 
(Hosea viii, 14), “the Temple of the Lord wants to find lodgings 
within one’s self” (Jeremiah vii, 4). Zion is redeemed! 
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Ignatz Herskovitz 
Max G. Krause 
Abe Miller 
Mrs. Lillie Neaman 


Cambridge, Ohio 
Rev. Samuel Shapiro 
Ed. Lerenman 
M. J. Rambar 
Hyman Rosenberg 
* Benj. Rochlin 


Camden, N. J. 


Rabbi Solomon Grayzel 
Rabbi Naphtali Riff 
Samuel Asbell 

N. Bitman 

Hyman S. Cohen 
Albert Cutler 

Abe Fuhrman 
Joseph Grossberg 
Louis Handle 
Moses Heine 
Samuel Heine 
David Leven 

S. Lewis 

H. S. Lichtenstein 
Rubin Linenberg 
M. Markowich 
Charles Matt 
Morris Meltzer 
Benjamin Natal 
William Ostroff 
Reuben Pinsky 
Israel Plotnick 

O. Praisman 

L. A. Richelson 
Israel Aaron Rosenberg 
Louis Tarter 

Meyer Weinberg 
Israel Weitzman 
Louis Wishnefsky 
Sam Zubrin 


Canonsburg, Pa. 


Rev. Philip Lamm 
David Abraham 
Philip Abraham 


Samuel Burg 

Hyman Klahr 

John M. Klein 

J. Morris 

M. S. Be, 

Sam Popove: 

Nathan ape Redleich 
Sam Rosenberg 

Chas. S. Skirble 


Canton, O. 


Rabbi Charles B. Latz 
Rabbi E. Pelchowitz 
Rev. Jacob Baron 
Dr. Elias Rapoport 
Max Bobrof 

Geo. L. Fisher 
Bernard Fogel 
Nathan Genshaft 
Ben Goren 

Robert Heller 
Samuel Heller 
Charles Levin 
Samuel Luntz 
Mayer E. Margolis 
J. Phillips 

Model Rapoport 
Phil Rapoport 

Max Rudner 

Harry Simon 

Harry Smuckler 
Abraham Woroshilsky 


Carbondale, Pa. 

Dr. B. Golden 
David Balaban 
Morris Eisenstadt 
Jacob Glazer 

Joseph Klein 

Jos. Kurlancheek 
Hyman R. Stone 


Central Falls, R. I. 
Rev. Noah Bogin 
Herman Burke 
Harry Fabricant 
Mrs. Ethil Goldberg 
Mrs. Irene Heller 
Samuel Horwitz 
Maurice Kaplan 
Thomas Luckniansky 
John Marks 
Kalman Mizel 
I. Nathanson 
M. S. Pearl 
Isidore Schwartz 
Morris Sugarman 
Morris Vine 


Chambersburg, Pa. 
Rev. Joshua Chasak 
Eli Bloom 
Louis Hamburger 
David Klompus 
Israel Mandelstam 
Harry Silver 
Herman Socks 
Louis Socks 


Charleston, S. C. 
Rabbi Benj. G. Axelman 
Mrs. Hannah Axelman 
Isaac Ginsberg 
Harry Goldberg 


M. Hornik 

Hyman Karesh 

Oscar Levy 

E. Prestowsky & Sons 
Miss Mildred Resnick 
Sam H. Resnick 

Sam Rittenberg 

I. Dave Rubin 

Sam Solomon 

Samuel Steinberg 


Charleston, W. Va. 


B’nai Jacob Synagogue 
Hebra Kadisha Society 
Hebrew Ladies Aid Society 
Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath 
Rabbi M. H. Kaaplander 
Rev. Samuel Friedman 
Rev. Abraham Kantor 
Mrs. Ida Aaron 
Sam Bass 
Morris Bedwinek 
Louis Berman 
Nathan Berman 
H. J. Bloomberg 
Max Boiarsky 
Z. Cantor 
Hyman _ Cohen 
I. M. Cohen 
Miss Mildred Cohen 
Simon Cohen 
Harry Davidson 
Aaron Davis 
Benjamin Davis 
Jacob Davis 
Ike Dolinsky 
Miss Fannie Epner 
Mrs. Mollie Epner 
William Feinstein 
Willie Frankel 
Miss Bertha Friedman 
Mrs. Sarah Friedman 
Nathan Gilinsky 
Mrs. Jennie M. Graff 
Charles B. Grossman 
Max Grossman 
Mrs. Hilda Hafter 
H. W. Hafter 
Isaac J. Hark 
Jacob Hoffman 
Ben Kantor 
Jacob H. Kotzoff 
Sam_ Kravitz 
Sol Kwass 
Leon Lebow 
Levin Bros. 
Joseph Levinthal 
Max Lewis 
Leopold Master 
Jacob Max 
Miss Jennie Nearman 
Julius Nearman 
Mrs. May Nearman 
Miss Annie Neurman 
Louis Neurman 
Max Neurman 
Mrs. Sarah Newman 
Alvin Ostrin 

thur Osrtin 

fs. Eva Ostrin 
Mrs. Libby Ostrin 
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Nathan Ostrin 
Miss Pauline Ostrin 
Isaac Padlipsky 
Solomon Padlipsky 
Miss Edith Polan 
Miss Ida Polan 
acob Polan 
enjamin Preiser 
Victor Preiser 
Mendel Pushkin 
Mose Pushkin 
Abraham Rosen 
Aaron Rosenberg 
Jacob Rosenthal 
Mrs. Dora F. Ruben 
Isaac Zorach Ruben 
Max Samuel Ruben 
Miss Mollie Ruben 
Richard Ruben 
Jacob Rubin 
Herman Schachet 
Harry Schlacht 
Israel Sheff 
Jacob Silverman 
A. P. Silverstein 
Miss Leah Simon 
Miss Annie Slotnick 
Ben Slotnick 
Miss Mary Slotnick 
Max Slotnick 
Mrs. Cecilia Slutzky 
Morris Steiger 
Harry Sugarman 
Miss Goldie Wells 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Rabbi Hirsch T, Glickman 
Rev. Samuel H. Stein 
Helman Abrams 
D. I. Blumenthal 
Herman E. Cohen 
Frank Eisman 
Harry Harbour 
Louis Kaminsky 
Philip Katzin 
Louis Levy 
H. Miller 
Nathan B. Perry 
Aaron Pittle 
Harry Roth 
Alfred E. Smith 
Abraham Usilowitz 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 
B’nai Zion Synagogue 
Shaarei Zion Synagogue 
Rabbi Samuel R. Shillman 
Rey. Harry Contor 
Abe J. Alper 
D. S. Alper 
Isaac Alper 
Sam _ Block 
H. Blumberg 
Sam Butler 
B. Cassell 
George Edelstein 
Mrs. Genendel Fott 
Max Frumin 
Max Heller 
Louis Karshofsky 
C. G. Kolodkin 
S. Menushken 


Lawrence Rubenstein 
Abe Shoeni 
A. M. Siskin 
Garry Siskin 
ii Siskin 
oses Slate 
Abe Solomon 
S. C. Weber 
H. A. Winer 
Hyman Winer 


Chester, Pa. 


Rev. Gutman Leibovits 
S$. H. Adelman 
Asher Baylin 
M. Frank 
Samuel Gast 
Hyman Jacobs 
Ch. Kramer 
Alexander Levenstein 
. Levy 
H. Neiberg 
Mrs. Gertrude Savitsky 
Louis Stein 
Mrs. Rebecca Stein 
Frank Tollin 
A. W. Wolson 
Jacob Zommick 


Chicago, Ill. 


Rev. Dr. Joseph Stolz 
Rev. Dr. Albert B. Yudelson 
Rabbi N. Z. Budznisky 
Rabbi Ab. A. Freedlander 
Rabbi Abram Hirshberg 
Rabbi Ignatz Klein 
Rabbi Felix Levy 
Rabbi Julius Newman 
Rabbi Julius Rappaport 
Rabbi Tobias Schanfarber 
Rabbi Saul Silver 
Rabbi Morris N. Taxon 
Rey. S. K. Hurwitz 
Rey. M. Mendelson 
Dr. M. Ehrlich 
Hyman Brody 

Brody 
M. Dry 
Morris Fidler 
P. Fink 
Benjamin Friend 
Mrs. Sarah Friend 
Abraham Gerber 
Gerson Gutman 
S. Grodzinsky 
M. Halpern 
S. B. Komaiko 
Adolph Kraus 
Joseph O. Lane 
L. Lehrfeld 
Jacob Levin 
Aaron Ostroff 
Samuel Philipson 
Jos. Rolnick 
Michael R. Rolnick 
Leon Sacks 
B. Shaudinshky & Co. 
L, A, Shnaper 
B. M. Silverman 
Arthur B. Stein 
Philip M. Yavitz 


Chrome, N. J. 
Sam Brown 
Bernard Kahn 
Cincinnati, O. 
Ohev Sholom Synagogue 
Tifereth Zion Synagogue 
Bureau of Jewish Education 
ev. Dr. J. Morgenstern 
Rev. Dr. David Philipson 
Dr. Israel Bettan 
Dr. Boris D, Bogen 
Dr. Moses Buttenwieser 
Dr. Samuel S. Cohon 
Dr. Sol. Finesinger 
Dr. Jacob Mann 
Rabbi Louis I. Egelson 
Rabbi Betsalel Epstein 
Rabbi Louis Feinberg 
Rabbi Les G. Heller 
Rabbi Hirsch Manischewits 
Rabbi Victor E. Reichert 
Rabbi Jacob Schwartz 
Rabbi George Zeppin 
Rev. Samuel Bernstein 
Rev. Philip H. Lowenthal 
Rev. David Misrach 
Rev. Abraham Segal 
George Bernstein 
David Bortz 
Ben Charon 
Irving Doll 
ee nee M. Dorfman 
S. Fogel and Sons 
hrs Sarah Ginsberg 
Julius Gordon 
Mrs. Effie Guellow 
Mrs. Hannah Herschman 
William Hirschfeld 
Abe Karelitz 
Nathan Katz 
Max Krumbein 
L. Levenson 
Samuel Levinson 
M. Levine 
B. Manischewitz Co. 
{saac Maslow 
H. Miller Dairy Co. 
Mrs. Leah M. Miller 
Philip Mincowsky 
Isidore Moskowitz 
Sam Nadler 
Adolph S. Oko 
Julius Okrent 
I. Oscherwitz and Sons 
Haym Peretz 
Mrs. Masha Plost 
William Reed 
Mose Rosenbaum 
Mrs. Dora Rothrosen 
Rubel’s Bakery 
Mrs. Lena Rukin 
Jacob I. Sachs 
Mrs. Rose Sachs 
Adolph Saphir 
Samuel Savin 
Abe Schoen 
Louis Shapiro 
Samuel Shapiro 
Abraham Shor __ 
Mrs. Minnie F. Simmons 
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Morris Stuhlbarg 
Harry Tennenbaum 
Jake Tennenbaum Co. 
Max C. Tennenbaum 
Meyer Tennenbaum 
S. Tennenbaum and Co. 
Harry Toran 

Mrs. Rose Toran 
Joseph Weinberg 
Harry Weitzman 

H. Isaac Zeft 


Cleveland, Ohio 
Central Hebrew School 
Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner 
Rabbi Solomon Goldman 
Rabbi I. Krislow 
Rabbi Abraham Nowak 
Rabbi E. Schoenbrun 
Rev. Levy Landesman 
Dr. M. Garber sy : 
Dr. R. Gittelsoha. 

Dr. Daritel: A: Huebsch 
Meyer Appelbaum: 
Jacob Bassichis 

S J. Bialosky 

Solomon Bloomfield 
Isaac Bruder 

Felix Dolinsky 

Lewis Drucker : 

Max Efros 

Mrs. Sarah Feigenbaum 
H. M. Frank 

A. Friedman 

Aaron Garber 

Sam Garber 

S. Good: - 

Heller Bros. 

Harold S. Heller 

Mrs. Julia Hoff 

Sam Katz 

A. Kotlar 

Miss Goldie Landesman 
Miss Sarah Landesman 
Mrs. Zlatta Landesman 
Max Levin 

David Lifshitz 

A. Lipkowitz 

Jacob Makoff 

Harris Mirsky 

Mrs. Herman Moss 

M. Rabinovitz 

Isadore Ratner 

A. Sachs 

G. L. Silberman 

Harry Simon 

Max Sobul 

Solomon Ulmer 


Colchester, Conn. 
Rabbi Baer Shapiro 
Louis Bernstein 
Mrs. Mary M. Blumenthal 
L. Broder 
Samuel Daniels 
Aaron Feiden & Son 
A. B. Feinberg 
Elias Glaubinger 
Daniel Goldberg 
Mrs. Sarah R. Levin 
Mr. and Mrs, S. L. Stern 


H. Strick 
Jacob Tinter 
Columbia, S C. 
Rev. David Karesh d 
Daughters of Israel Society 
Shelter of Strangers Society 
Sephorim Fund Synagogue 
House of Peace 
Sam Bernstein 
Barnet Berry 
Mrs. Fannie Berry 
Miss Elizabeth Bloom 
Max Bloom 
Mrs. Sonia Bloom 
Mrs. Bella Bogen 
Mrs. Nettie Chaplin 
Joseph Coplin 
Mrs. Lena Karesh 
David Krevens 
Lifchez Bros. 
Jacob S. Rivkin 
J. Rubin 
Joseph Safran 
Sam Zusman 


Columbus, Ga. 
Rev. Jacob Shulman 
I. Arenowitch 
L. Berman 
Ephraim Cohn 
Max Cohn 
Sam Cohn 
Isaac Coleman 
Philip Fineberg 
L. Friedman 
Sam Garber 
M. Gerson 
Isaac Hirsch 
A. Lafkowitz 
Sol. Levinson 
Aaron Mayers 
Morris Snyder 
Wolf Witt 


Columbus, O. 
Rabbi Joseph S. Kornfeld 
Rabbi Ephraim Pelchovitz 
Rabbi Jacob Tarshish 
Rabbi Morris N. Taxon 
Rev. Morris Berg 
Rev. Osher Yablok 
Dr. Joseph H. Cowan 
Dave Amdur 
Leon Berman 
Morris Blaustein 
David Bronstein 
Messrs. Brown-Maybrook 
Morris Cohen 
Wm. Cohen 
Nathan Finkelstein 
Louis Gelberg 
Meyer Ginsburg 
David Goldstein 
Max Greenstein 
Mrs. Rebecca Greenstein 
Benjamin Graubart 
S. Josephson 
Sol. Katz 
I, A, Levison 
Harry Levoft ‘a, 
A. Metchnick 
Joe Modes 


Sigmund Ornstein 

David Peiros 

Saul. Ruben | 

Jacob Schottenstein 

Isaac Schwartz 

S: Simon 

Joseph Solove 

Louis Stetelman 

Jechiel Ziskind 
Connelsville, Pa. 

Rabbi M. S. Kreines 

J. Grodzin & Son 


Corsicana, Tex. 
Agudath Achim Synagogue 
Rabbi Baruch Lebovits 
Samuel D. Brooks 
A. S. Genecov 
J. Jacobs 
Sydney Marks 
K. Wolens 

Dallas, Tex. 
Rev. Dr. David Lefkowitz 
Rabbi Jonathan Abramowitz 
Rev. Abraham Fram 
Barney Aronoft 
Pessach Aronoff 
Mrs. Blume Cooper 
M. Feldman 
Samuel Flanz 
Fram & Ehrlich 
Mrs. Anna Goodman 
J. D. Geeteh 
Louis Glazer 
Glick Bros. 
Mrs. Braina Goodman 
Mrs. Charles Kaufman 
Klar & Winterman 
Mrs. Mary Kleinman 
Israel Kotkin 
Jacob Lansky 
Harry Morris Levinson 
Hyman Nathanson 
Judah Orlowitz 
George Rolnick 
Sol. Singer 
William Soltes 
Hyman Weinstein 
Jacob Winer 
Mrs. Ida K. Wolfe 
Isidore Zesmer 


Danbury, Conn. 

Rev. Abraham Krakow 
Mrs. Hattie Busha 
Mrs. Annie Dick 
Miss Bertha S. Dick 
Albert Frohman 
Ezra Golden 

H. J. Heyman 
Louis Kaplan 

Jacob Kruzansky 
Jacob Lashin 

Abe Noe 

Asher Papish 

Joseph_ Perl 

Miss Betty Rickles 
Jacob T. Rickles 
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Israel Schwartz 
“Mrs. Anna Singer 
Abram L. Susnitzky 
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Benjamin Susnitzky 
Mrs. Bertha Susnitzky 
Meyer Susnitzky 
Mrs. Sara Susnitzky 
Abraham Vogel 
Henry eee 


oO. 
Beth eo "Synagogue 
Rabbi Samuel Burick 
Rabbi Samuel S. Mayerberg 
Rev. Mendel Finkelstein 
Rev. Louis Zusman 
Abe Abramowitz 
Joseph Balshone 
Sam Blum 
Mrs. Dora Brenner 
Miss Esther Brenner 
Hyman Brenner 
Chausky 
Ben Dlath 
Sam Harris 
I. L. Jacobson 
Harry Kahn 
Ben Kopelove 
Louis Lapinsky 
Max Marcus 
J. H. Margolis 
Sam H. Margolis 
Boris Meltzer 
Abraham J. Mintz 
Max Rossin 
Harry B. Slavin 
Philip Sokol 
Charles Weisman 
William Zappin 
David Zehring 
Derby, Conn. 
Rabbi S. Sigel 
Bernard Bergner 
S. Kussner 
Harry Berman 
C. Ringel 
Herman Salvin 
Detroit, Mich. 
Agudath Achim Synagogue 
Beth Abraham Synagogue 
Beth Tephilo Synagogue 
Machazikei Hadath Cong. 
Magen Abraham Synagogue 
Shaarei Zedek Synagogue 
Temple Beth-El 
Rev. Dr. Leo M. Franklin 
Rabbi Ezekiel Aishishkin 
Rabbi Aaron M. Ashinsky 
Rabbi Joseph aba 
Rabbi Samuel Fein 
Rabbi Moses Fischer 
Rabbi Leon Fram 
Rabbi A. M. Hershman | 
Rabbi Joseph B. Rabinowitz 
Rabbi L. Stollman 
Rabbi Joseph Thumim 
Rev. Hyman Milkovsky 
Rev. Jacob I. Sklar 
Dr. N. E. Aronstam 
Milton M. Alexander 
Isaac August 
Sol. O. August 
Oscar R. Blumberg 


Fred M. Butzel 
G. Cass 

Isaiah Chernoff 
Louis Chernoff 
Louis Dann 
Louis Davidson 
Mrs. Ethel Dunn 
David Meyer Edelman 
Sol. B. Edelman 
Louis Ellenbogen 
William Friedman 
Meyer Ginsberg 
Max Gottesman 
Saul Gunsberg 
Girsh Grand 
Louis Granet 
Joseph Haggai 
Joseph Hartman 
Miss Annie Heller 
Mrs. Fannie Heller 
William Heller 
Louis Hoffman 
David Horovitz 
Bernard Isaacs 
Hyman A. Keidan 
S. G. Keywell 

A. J. Koffman 
Louis Kukes 
David A. Levine 
J. Lewis 

M. Lieberman 
Ely Lightstone 
Frank Louis 
Julius Magidson 
Miller Bros. 
Louis Oppenheim 
Ralph C, Paul 

H. Plotkin 

Essor Rabinowitz 
S. Ravin 

Isidore Rosenberg 
Israel Rosin 

Mrs. Freda Sachs 
Sols J. Sachs 
Israel Sandler 
William Sandler 
H. A. Schlissel 
Robert Schomberger 


Joseph Siegel 


Conan Shaffet 


I, Shetzer 


Aaron Simon 


W. D. Simons. 
Harold H. Smilay 


Louis Solay 


Sam Spector 


Milford Stern 
Moses Weiswasser 
Frank A. Wetsman 
Samuel Wetsman 
Alex Warren 

Jacob Warren 

M. H. Zackheim 
S. Zeff 


Dickson City, Pa. 


Morris Eisenberg 
Rubin Jacobson 

Max Kerner 

Miss Mathilda Laster 
Max Laster 


Dunmore, Pa. 
A. S. Aronovits 
M. Chenetz & Sons 
Abe Furman 
H. L. Kessler 
Mrs. Helen Kruger 
Sam Lesser 
B. Parrish 
D. K. Raker 
Charles Rosenzweig 
Morris Schechter 
Mrs. Annie Stekel 
S. Weisberg 
Durham, N. C. 
Rabbi Jacob Aronson 
Mrs. Mollie Aronson 
Samuel Brier 
Morris Eisenberg 
Jacob Freedman 
Louis Lobel Gladstein, Jr. 
Louis Kaplan 
Oscar Kaplan 
Jacob Katz 
Morris Katz 
Mose Levy 
Mrs. Sadie Levy 
Charles Margolis 
Mrs, Lena Margolis 
H, Murnick 
Eli Nachamson 
Mrs. Rose Rosenberg 
Louis Stadiem 
Solomon Zuckerman 


Duryea, Pa. 
Jacob Kurlancheek 
Isidor Selk 


East Liverpool, O. 
Rabbi Jacob Kohn 
Louis Libman 
Meyer Reich 


Easton, Pa. 
Rabbi Elias Jaffe 
Rey. G. Weinberg 
A. Bugin 
B. Bugin 
Nathan Cohen 
Mrs. Rose Cohen 
Mrs. Rachel Friedman 
Mrs. Mae Goldenberg 
Samuel Goldenberg 
S. J.. Hochman 
Ben Holland 
D. Kabatchnick 
Benjamin Kantor 
M. Kowitz 
M. Krohn 
Frank Kurlansik 
Horace Mayer 
A. G. Potts 
Arnold Ralph 
Morris S. Rosenzweig 
Mrs. Sarah Rosenzweig 
Henry Shonberger 
David Silverman 
Jacob Sulkind 
Nathan Yutkin 


East Orange, N. J. 
Joseph Lesser 
Wm. M. Lunsky 
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Marks Shere 

David Turesky 

Nathan Turesky 

Samuel Turesky 

Mrs. Rebecca Turesky 

Miss Mollie Weiner 

Jacob Wiederhorn 
East Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Rabbi David Werner 

Abraham Glowitz 

Mrs, Minnie Glowitz 

Harry Goldfarb 

H. Hershkovits 

Louis Kabin 


Elizabeth, N. J. 


Rabbi E. M. Preil 
Rabbi Solomon Schoenkopf 
Rey. G. Aboft 

Rey. Alexander Holtz 
Rev. Abraham Levenson 
Rev. Samuel L. Parent 
Rev. S._ Schildkret 

Dr. A. L. Sussman 
Jacob Blum 

Oscar Blum 

Jacob Boft 

Barnet Cohen 

William Goldstein 

S. Heller 

G. Kantorowits 
Benjamin Kosberg 
Moe Kutner 

Max Price 

N. Ratner 

Henry Schaffer 

E. Weiner 


: Elwood City, Pa. 


Max Bolotkin 

Nathan Feldman 

Harry Keller 

Edward Schweiger 
Englewood, N. J. 

Rabbi N. L, Lehrman 

A. Birsh 

Abraham Brown 

David Brown 

Nathan Cohen 

Irving Dunn 

Joseph Fisher 

Mrs, Jennie Goodman 

Morris Goodman 

A. Hartbein 

Mrs. Yetta Hillman 

Joseph Katz 

Mrs. H. Kesser 

Michael Lebson 

L. Levinstein 

Mrs, Mary Prager 

David Rubin 

Lazarus Sharan 

Mrs, Leah Sharan 

S. Shirk 

Max Siegal 

Garrison Taylor 

Morris Wides 


Ensley, Ala. 
Jewish Relief Society 
S. Kallman : 


Erie, Pa. 
Rabbi Max C. Currick 
Rabbi Henry R. Goldberger 
Rey. Nathan Plotkin 
Peter Levick 
Hyman Lewinson 
S. Prussin 
Mrs. Celia Shneiderman, 
Nathan Silin 
A. Smith 


Exeter, Pa. 
Rey. Jacob Sicherman 
Joseph Schwartz 
Harry Sicherman 
Benjamin Wruble 
Max Wruble 


Fall River, Mass. 


Rabbi Abraham Lipshitz 

Rey. Harry L. Green 

Dr. Samuel Morein 

Israel Abrash 

Herman Adler 

Nathan Bernstein 

Mrs. Rose R. Bernstein 

Mrs. Rose Bian 

Isidore S. Brotkin 

Samuel Brotkin 

William Cohen 

Joseph Davidow 

Samuel D. Dolinsky 

Moses Entin 

Harry Feinberg 

Wolf Feldman 

Henry J. Forman 

J. Freedman 

Max Goldstein 

Harry Gollis 

David L. Gourse 

Kaplan Bros. 

Moses Aaron Kaplan 

Samuel Laurans 

Mrs. Yetta Laurans 

Louis Lesser 

Joseph Miller 

A. Packer 

Isaac Paresky 

Meyer Rabinowitz 

D. Rachlin & Sons 

Mrs. Bessie Radovsky 

David R. Radovsky 

H. Wm. Radovsky 

Morris Ratner 

M. Schraer 

Mrs. Rachel Silverstein 

Abraham Soforenko 

Miss Ruth Tonkonogy 

Abraham Uditsky 

A. Wishnevsky 

Abraham Yoken 

Israel Ziamon 
Farrell, Pa, 

Rev. Jacob Schiff 

Max Epstein 

Mrs. Dora Frank 

Dave Garfunkel 

L. Klein 

Aron Meizlik 

Abraham Payne 

Harry Rosenberg 


Morris Rosenberg 
Samuel Stahl 
M. Zoldan 


_ Fayetteville, N. C. 
Rev. Abraham Rutberg 
Hyman Fleishman 
Morris Fleishman 
S. Sam Fleishman 
Mrs. Celia Goldberg 
Isadore Rosenfield 
Jacob Stein 


Forest City, Pa. 
Harry M. Joseph 
Ike Joseph 
Elias Friedman 
M., J. Silberman 

Fort Lee, N. J. 
Frank Heller 
Isidor Weinstein 


Fort Worth, Tex. 
Rabbi Abraham Bengis 
Rev. Joseph Gilula 
Gabriel Aguff 
Harry Bockstein | 
Mrs, Lena Bockstein 
H. S. Brin 
M. J. Chicotsky 
Meyer Cohn 
D. Corshan 
Nathan Eckert 
Mrs. Esther Freedman 
Abe Gilbert 
Dave Gilbert 
G. M. Gilbert 
L, G. Gilbert 
Mrs. Max Gilbert 
Sam Gilbert 
S. R. Gilbert 
Jacob Heninger 
Max Herman 
Sidney Levenson 
Israel N. Mehl 
Meyer Resnick 
Henry Reed 
Abraham Rosenthal 
Ben Rosenthal 
Abraham Salsberg 
Nathan Sankary 
Charles Schwartzberg 
L. F. Shanblum 
M. Shanblum 
Arthur Simon 
Mrs. Ida Simon 
Solomon Suskin 
Israel Weller 

Franklin, Pa. 
Abe Cranick 
Mrs. Hyman A. Friedman 
Miss Hilda F. Goldman 
Mrs. Libbie Goldman 
Max Goldman 
Wm. Wigder 

Freehold, N. J. 
Rev. Raphael I. Riemer 
Mrs. Ethel Glickman 
Louis Kavarsky 
Mrs. Elizabeth Riemer 
“Krank Rubinstein 
Jacob Siegel 
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Freeland, Pa. 
Philip Abrams 
Morris Chenetz 
B. H. Horowitz 
O. Pollakoff 

Galveston, Tex. 
. Dr. Henry Cohen 
. Moses I. Levine 
. Moses Sherman 
. Meyer Shwitff 
Rev. A. D. Rosenblatt 
Fanny Farb 
A. Leon Farb 
Mrs. Lillian Farmer 
Joseph Hous 
A. Lerner 
Abraham Lewis 
S. Lipnick 
Joseph Lippman 
Mrs. Ray Lippman 
Henry Rauch 
Max Rauch 
Israel Reichstein 
Mrs. Gertrude Rosenberg 
Sam Schulman 
Hyman Shwift 
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Glens Falls, N. Y. 
Rev. G. D. Aron 
Nathan Braverman 
Samuel Breslaw 
Aaron Garlek 
Mrs. Dora Garlek 
Israel Ginsburg 
Louis Ginsburg 
Mrs. Bessie Goldberg 
Hyman Kantrowitz 
Morris Kantrowitz 
Isaac Malatsky 
Max Novitzky 

acob Seigal 
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amuel Shapiro 
Isaac Silverman 
L. W. Snyder 
Samuel Suckman 
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Goldsboro, N. C. 
Abraham M. Shrago 
Harry I. Shrago 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Rabbi Philip F. Waterman 
Rev. Enoch Hochberg 
Aaron L. Abend 
Jacob Chase 
Harry Martin Dexter 
Louis Kleinman 
Isador H. Pekarsky 
Abraham Siegel 
Smith Bros. 

Julius Subar 


Abram Turetsky 
Judah L. Wise 

Greensburg, Pa. 
Rev. Samuel Cohen 
Mrs, Rebecca Cohen 
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Mrs. Mary Farber 
N. L. Farber 
Charles Goldberg 
I. Kahanowitz 

P. S. Krieger 
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Jacob Shapiro 
Charles Shendowich 
Morris Shendowich 
George Wolinsky 


Greenwich, Conn. 
Meyer Cohen 
Philip Marks 
C. H. Miller 
Joseph Miller 
Morris Rosenberg 
Joseph Sobol 
Hagerstown, Md. 
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Rev. A. B. Freedman 
Jos. Grenner 
Julius H. Gerber 
Miss Evelyn Lyon 
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Mrs. Samuel Myers 
Manuel Opeck 
Abraham Saltzman 
noe Joseph Schwartz 
D. M. Summers 
Hampton, Va. 
Rev. Israel K. Fisher 
M. Epstein 
Kantor Bros. 
J. B. Levy 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Rabbi Louis Silver 
Rabbi S. B. Yampolsky 
Rev. I. A. Kanter 
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Rev. M. Lachmanovitz 
Rev. Hyman Smigel 
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Hyman Abrams 
Philip Alpert 
Joseph Aronson 
Benjamin Barron | 
Mrs. Fanny Baturin 
Morris Baturin 
Louis Begelfer 
Abr. Bloom 
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Henry H. Brenner 
Mrs. Jessie Brenner 
Mrs, Etta Caplan 
Maurice A. Caplan 
Mrs. Sarah D. Claster 
B. H. Clompus 
Wm. Clompus 
Mrs. Ethel Cohen 
Harry M. Cohen 
Jacob Cohen 
Lewis Cohen 


Max Cohen 

Levin Cohn 
Abraham Cooper 
Mrs. ioe Cooper 
Moe Cooper 
Simon Cooper 
Samuel Finkelstein 
Samuel Fishman 
Abe Freedman 
Isaac Freedman 
Wolf Freedman 
Nathan Friedberg 
Mrs. Lena Furman 
Abraham Garner 
Joseph Garner 
Isaac Gittlin 
Barney Goldberg 
Eli Goldstein 

Louis Goldstein 
Mrs. Sarah Goldstein 
Aaron Gordon 
Jacob A. Gordon 
Meyer Gross 
Nathan Gross 
Barney Handler 
Samuel Handler 
Mrs. Sarah R. Heller 
Miss Pearl Herbert 
J. B. Hoffman 
David J. Horwitz 
David Kaplan 

Mrs. Rae Kaplan 
Abraham Katz 
Max Katz 

Nathan Katz 
Harold Kay 

Louis W. Kay 
Milford Kay 
Morton Kay 
Sidney Kay 
Solomon Kerson 
Chas. Kraus 
Samuel Lehrman 
Miss Mary Levin 
Max Levin 

Jacob Levi 

Mrs. Sarah Levy 
Frank Lock 

Mike Lock 

Miss Rose Lock 
Samuel Lock 

Miss Edith Marcus 
Miss Goldie Marcus 
Miss Ida Marcus 
Isaac Marcus 

Miss Jennie Marcus 
Miss Lena Marcus 
Lloyd Marcus 
Meyer Marcus 
Robert Marcus 
Mrs. Rose Marcus 
Miss Annie Michlowitz 
Simon Michlowitz 
Max Reiter 

M. A. Rosenberg 
David N. Rosenberg 
Mrs. Lena Rubin 
Miss Birdie Salaman 
Juel Salaman 

Mrs. Lena Salaman 
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Harry Salkin 

Max Shein 

David Shulman 
Silberman Bros. 
Louis Silver 

Morris Stine 

Morris Tuch 

Louis V. Vinicoft 
Henry H. Wagenheim 
Max Williams 

Mrs. Bertha Winfield 
Lewis Winfield 

Ike Wolf 

Mrs. Esther Wolfe 
Joe Woolf 

Jacob Yoffe 


Hartford, Conn. 


Rabbi A. S. Anspacher 
Rabbi Isaac S. Hurewitz 


Rev. Paul Discount 
Rev. Charles Tomares 
Dr. J. W. Malkinson 
Samuel Antupitzky 
Efraim Barber 
Walter Beatman 
Jacob Berman 
Max D. Berman 
Abraham §S. Bordon 
Simon Cohen 
Charles A. Fine 
F. Finkelstein 

Saul H. L. Golman 
Abraham Goldstein 
W. J. Goldstein 
Al. Gross 

Herman Gross 
Joseph Hoffman 
Mrs. J. S. Holstein 
J. Hurwitz 

Samuel Hurwitz 
Gustave M. Kahn 
Meyer Kaplan 
Jacob Katz 
Nathan Katz 

J. L. Kaufman 
Mintz & Levin 
Ellik Nirenstein 
Charles Parrish 
Harold Rosenfield 
Abraham Roth 

A. Schaffman 
Jacob Schwolsky 
M. S. Sheketoff 

H. E. Sobol 

Jacob L. Suisman 
Jacob M. Taylor 
Reuben Taylor 
David Traub 

Max Weiner 

Eddie Yush 


Hazleton, Pa. 


Rev. P. Rakoff 
r. L. A. Dessen 
S. Dubinsky 
Louis Edelstein 
Mrs. Esther Goldman 
David Grossman 
Abram Kaplan 
Louis Kline 
Jacob Koplin 


Harold M. Rosen 
Harry C. Shear 
Emanuel Silverman 
Smulyan Bros. 
Steiner Bros. 
Morris Stolboff 


Hendersonville, N. C. 
Agudas Israel Synagogue 
Rabbi Chaim Williamowsky 
Nathan Brenner - 

Abe Lewis 
B. Weitz 


High Point, N. C. 
Rey. Isaac Goodkowitz 
Mrs. Rose Goodkowitz 
Jacob London 
Solomon Robinowitz 
Max Samet 


Holyoke, Mass. 


Rev. Abraham M. Caplin 
Rev. M. Judelson 
Abraham Barowsky 
A. Baskin 

Samuel Bearg 
Louis Carlinsky 

B. Feinstein 
Pincus Fox 

Joseph Gonshor 
Maurice Goodstein 
Louis Jed 

A. Kantrowitz 

I. Kaplinsky 
William Kaplinsky 
Mrs. Esther Malkin 
Simon Marks 

Leo Muskat 
Emanuel Papy 
Joseph Pomerantz 
Louis Ricklas 
Frank Roberts 
Jonas Saltman 

S. Silverman 

Max Stein 

Herman Stone 
Nathan Stone 
Samuel Wasserman 
Joseph Welson 
Moses Wolman 


Homestead, Pa. 
Rabbi Benjamin N. Goldberg 
Abraham M. Danzig 
David Fisher 
Bennie Friedlander 
Morris Grinberg 
Joseph Hiedovitz 
Jacob Jacobson 
Joseph Katz 
Max Lazar 
Elic Lumbersky 
Max Markowitz 
Louis Newman 
Samuel Rosenthal 
Isaac Samuels 
H. S. Schwartz 
Bennie Seiavitch 
Harry Seiavitch 
Harry Solomon 

Hopewell, Va. 
Samuel J. Garfinkel 


Louis Garfinkel 
John P. Goodman 


Hot Springs, Ark 
Beth Jacob Synagogue 
Rabbi A. B. Rhine 
Rev. Jacob Landgarten 
Ely Brody 
Louis Darch 
Miss Margaret Krasney 
Norman Krasney 
Sam Krasney 
Mrs. Tillie Krasney 
Eli Miller 
I. Moretzky 
L. Schlesinger 
Benjamin Shay 

Houston, Tex. . 

Rev. Dr. Henry Barnstein 
Rev. Dr. A. I. Schechter 
Rabbi Nathan Blechman 
Rabbi Jacob Geller 
Rabbi Benjamin Meyerowitz 
Rev. Max Geller 
Rev. Jechiel Hurwitz 
Rev. Ruben Kaplan 
Dr. A. Rudy 
Sam Abramson 
Mrs. Bertha Adams 
Meyer Adams 
Miss Mozelle Adams 
Jack H. Axelrad 
S. Axelrad 
Harry D. Berlowitz 
Rubin Bishkin 
Sol Caplan 
Herman Cohen 
Tacob Cohen 
Sam Cohen 
Dave Davis 
Isaac Deutser 
A. Diamond 
Moses Ditch 
Ruben Dow 
Meyer Dunn 
Mrs. Sarah Frosek 
Samuel Geller 
Max Goodman 
Arthur Greenfield 
H. Holland 
Israel & Mintz 
J. H. Jacobson 
Max Jacobson 
Miss Bessie Kaplan 
Harry L. Kaplan 
Morris Kaplan 
Miss Pearl Kaplan 
Mrs. Rose Kaplan 
Joe Lewis 

N. Lewis 
Morris Lewis 
B. H. Lichtenstein 
Mrs, Esther Mendlovitz 
Mintz Bros. 
John Nelson 
Louis Petterson 
P. Pfeffer 
I. Prensky 


. V. Radoff 
Abe Sampson 
H. Shoss 
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Joseph Silverstein 
Gerson Wasserman 
J. B. Werlin 


Hudson, N. Y. 
Rev. J. M. Freinberg 
Rev. Simon Krinsky 
L. Backer 
Mrs. Rose Bouer 
Max Diamond 
Ezekiel Eckstein 
Abraham Finkelstein 
Israel Ginsberg 
Samuel Ginsberg 
Philip Glickman 
Mrs. Celia Goldermann 
Morris Goodman 
Samuel Kaplan 
David Kline 
Samuel Kline 
Maurice G. Kosoff 
Louis Kritzman 
Morris Lasky 
Jacob Lipkovitz 
Harry Lipshutz 
A. Madansky 
Emil Moskowitz 
Mrs. Leah Richman 
Frank Shapiro 
Mrs. Rachel Shapiro 
Joseph Shatzky 
Abraham Westerman 


Hughesville, Pa. 

Harry Levine 
Louis Seltzer 

Huntington, W. Va. 
Rabbi S. Felix Mendelsohn 
Dr. Lake Polan 
H. Brownstein 
David Cohen 
Joseph Cohen 
Harry Cuttler 
Benjamin Dushman 
Joseph Fetter 
Sam Gore 
Benj. La Bris 
Sol. Masinter 
Harry Mazo 
S. Sonnenberg 


Jacksonville, Fla. 
Sheerith Israel Synagogue 
Rabbi Samuel Benjamin 
Rabbi Israel L. Kaplan 
Rev. Mathews Becker 
Rev. Aaron I. Edgar 
Rev. Benjamin Safer 
Dr. J. T. Wilensky 
William A. Bloustein 
Herman Bloom 
Meyer Dayan 
A, Edelman 
Max Ehrlich 
Gabriel Finkelstein 
Harry Finkelstein 
Jacob Fleet 
Henry Herzenberg 
Perry Kantor 
Max Kress 
Jacob Lapinsky 
G. Levin 


Solomon Mizrahi 
David Moscovitz 
Mrs. Dora Moscovitz 
Morris Moscovitz 
Louis Reicherson 
Mrs. Ida Safer 
Jacob Safer 
Max Safer 
M.S. Saltz 
Samuel Schwartz 
Joseph Sher 
Joseph Witten 
Jeannette, Pa. 
Isaac Gross 
Frank Levin 
Louis Levin 
Jersey City, N. J. 
Rabbi Louis Mazo 
Rabbi Maurice Thorner 
Dr. L. Mendelson 
H. Altschul 
Arthur Bauer 
J. Belfort 
Elias B. Bookman 
Chas. Joseph Borenstein 
Dan Cohen 
H. Cohen 
P. Cohen 
Robert Cohen 
Mrs. Bessie Feingold 
Mrs. Rachel Feingold 
Mrs. Mary Feinberg 
Kalman Friedman 
Joseph Gabriel 
. A. Gerson 
Henry Goldman 
A. J. Goldstein 
Joseph Gottlib 
Isidore Gunsberg 
B. Guttman 
Mrs. Annie Harris 
Max Harris 
Michael Harris 
Elias Jacobowitz 
Samuel J. Kleinhaus 
Ike Krinsky 
M. Landy 
Mathias Last 
Mrs. Rose Miller 
J. Paretz 
Mrs. Ella Pearlstein 
S. Peley 
Joseph Radding 
Aaron Radin 
Miss Esther Rosenberg 
Cappelle Rubens 
Morris Schiller 
Charles Schloss 
David Schneider 
Isaac Shevinsky 
Max Shulman 
Mrs. Bertha Sirkin 
Abraham Stein 
Edward Stiskin 
Jacob Tepman 
Barnet Vinick 
Jos. Weinstein 
Jacob Wolf 
Johnstown, Pa. 
Rabbi M. H, Kaaplander 


Rev. Israel Horowitz 
Morris Berney 
Alfred Block 

S. L. Callet 

Saul Glosser 
Abraham Levin 
Julius Rodstein 
Abram Rose 

Mort. Sacks 
Harry Silverstone 
A. M. Slutzker 
Abraham Weisman 


Keystone, W. Va. 
Rev. Moses Borow 
Wolf Bank 
Charles Budnick 
H. Budnick 


Kimbal, W. Va. 
H. Bank 
Abe Forman 
Sol. J. Ginsburg 
Abe Kaufman 
Sol. Kaufman 
S. Sattar 
Saul Spector 
Kingston, N. Y. 
Rev. Jacob Kopelowitz 
Rey. Morris Miller 
Dr. Samuel T. Levitas 
Morris Affron 
Morris Berman 
Mrs. Mary Farber 
Frank Forman 
Aaron Friedman 
G. Goldman 
Isidor Goldman 
Mrs. Jennie Gollop 
Morris Kaplan 
George Kramer 
Abraham Kunst 
Levinthal Bros. 
Nathan Markson 
Samuel Present 
Julius Stone 
Samuel Weisberg 
Julius Werblowsky 
Simon Werbalowsky 
D. Wetterhah 


La Grange, Ga. 
Morris N. Goldstein 
Max Grablowsky 
Aaron Jacobson 
Louis Jacobson 
Israel Kaminsky 
Ike Meltzer 
Mrs. Ida Struletz 
Miss Pauline Struletz 
Simon Struletz 
I. Sugarman 


Lakewood, N. J. 
Rabbi Joseph Levine 
Rev. Mendel Abramowitz 
Rev. Isaac Zinkin 
L. Bendow 
Bieber & Feldstein 
H. Feldstein 
Charles Goldstein 
Mendel Hoffman 
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J. Jacobson 

S. Jacobson 

K. B. Mohel 
Morris Peterson 
Louis Platnick 
Samuel Samulson 
B. Shapiro 

B. Sherr 

B. Silberman 
Henry Wolder 


Lancaster, Pa. 
Rev. Harry Canter 
Mrs. Rebecca Leah Ansel 
Wolf Ansel 
Mrs. Samuel Aptekar 
Meyer Cohn 
Michael Isecovitz 
Abraham Kaplan 
David Kline 
Jacob L. Lestz 
Samuel Lestz 
M. Lurie & Bro. 
Barney W. Shear 
Harry L. Siegel 
Jessie Simon 
Hyman Solomon 


Leonia, N. J. 
Dr. Samuel S. Lefkowitz 
I. Greenberg 
Lewiston, Pa. 
Harry Abramson 
Samuel Hallem 
David Hauck 
Jacob Hurwitz 
Hyman Koplowitz 
Miss Lena Krentzman 
Harry Levine 
Jacob Sitkin 
Lexington, Ky. 
Ahabath Zion Synagogue 
Rev. Jacob Lowenthal 
Dr. Alec Zimmerman 
Jacob Alpert 
Max S. Baker 
Morris Baker 
Philip Gall 
Harry Goller 
Ben Herman 
nee Jacobs 
en Levy 
Mrs. Joe Levy 
Judah Levy 
Mrs. Sarah Levy 
Max Munich 
Israel Rosenberg 
Joe Rosenberg 
David Shraberg 


Little Rock, Ark. 
Agudath Achim Synagogue 
Rabbi Ira E. Sanders 
Rev. I. Z. Ekstein 
William Back 
Newman Baum 
Ruby Baum 
Sam Bernard 
L. Besser 
Harry Goldberg 
A, J. Goldman 


Myron B. Lasker 
Mrs. M. R. Lerner 
Ike Misner 
Norman Ruttenberg 
I. L. Safferstone 
A. Tenenbaum 


Long Branch, N. J. 
Brothers of Israel Cong. 
Rev. David Sokol 
A. Joffe 
Benjamin Feinberg 

Louisville, Ky. 
B’nai Jacob Synagogue 
Rabbi Solomon N. Bazell 
Rabbi Jacob J. Gittleman 
Rabbi Joseph Rauch 
Rabbi Asher L. Zarchi 
Rev. Nathan Klein 
Rev. Ralph Persky 
Meyer Berman 
I. Blieden 
Mrs. Annie E. Epstein 
Henry Fleischaker 
Isaac Goldstein 
P. Greenberg 
Miss Clara Greiver 
Philip Griever 
Mrs. Sophie Griever 
Julius Kaplan 
Louis Kasdan 
Alfred Selligman 
Simon Stavitzky 
F. Wolkow 


Luzerne, Pa. 
Rev. David Isaac 
Sam Brauner 
Adolph Datner 
Emil Freedman 
Max Freedman 
G. Greenwald 
Ben Medlovitz 
Abe Weiss 
Hyman Verona 


Lynchburg, Va. 
Rabbi Alex. S. Kleinfeld 
Rev. David M. Somers 
Moses Cooper 
E. Schewel 
George Wolff 


Macon, Ga. 
Rev. K. Smulin 
Rev. Geo, Tunkle 
Rev. B. Yelin 
M. D. Coplan 
Bernard Goldgar 

Mahanoy City, Pa. 

Rev. Aaron Levit 
Rev. Hyman Miller 
Meyer Cohen 
H. B. Friedberg 
Simon Goldman 


Malden, Mass. 
Anshei Sephorad Synagogue 
Beth Israel Synagogue 
Rabbi Ber Boruchoft 
Rabbi Aaron Wertheim 
Rev. Hyman Greenfield 
Rev. Hyman Kaplan 


Rev. A. Rosen 
Dr. S., P. Norman 
Dr. S,G. -Payio 
Abraham Azoff 
Mrs. Rachel Baker 
Miss Mildred Boruchoff 
Mrs. Bessie G. Boruchoff 
Louis Epstein 
Henry Feuerstein 
Harold Feuerstein 
Samuel Feuerstein 
Solomon Glick 
Max Goldberg 
M. M. Gould 
Sussman Isener 
Mrs. Mary Jacobson 
Mrs. Sophie Jacobson 
Mrs. Rachel Dora Katz 
Morris Kriveleve 
Nisson Paris 
Louis Patkin 
Morris Patkin 
J. B. Ruderman 
Marcus Schneiderman 
Isaac Sherman ~ 
Josiah W. Varnick 
Z. Zarsky 

Maltby, Pa. 
Rev. Solomon Markowitz 
E. Bergman 
Jacob Burnat 
Harry S. Friedman 
L. Wolf 
Harry M. Wruble 

Marietta, Ohio 
Rev. A. Axelrod 
Dr. S. Muskat 
Louis Ginsburg 
A. M. Goldich 
S. Ruby 
R. Salamowitz 


Marmaroneck, N. Y 
Joseph Jacobs 
H. W. Margoluis 
Martins Ferry, O. 
Bennie Rudner 
Gershon Sebulskey 


McKeesport, Pa. 
Rabbi Wolf Levine 
Abe Brown 
Abe Finkel 
Joe Fleishman 
Sam Greenblat 
Emanuel Lichtenstein 
Jae J. Meyers 
ee Preissman 

arry Schulhof 

Morris Shrader 
Abe Sieff 

Memphis, Tenn. 
Anshei Sphard Synagogue 
Hebra Mishnah Synagogue 
Rev, Dr. Harry W. Ettleson 
Rev. Aaron Drubovner 
hag Lee Faine 

Morris Rosenberger 

Rw Maurice Turetzky 

Harry Blockman 
Morris D. A. Blockman 
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H. Blumenfeld 

M. I. Fineberg 

Samuel Boruchman 
Jacob L. Gordon 
Morris Loskove 

Miss Helen Rosenberger 
Ben Margolin 

Maurice M. Lewinsohn 
M. L. Smulovitz 
Samuel Steinberg 


Meridian, Miss. 
Rabbi Abraham Brill 
Rev. H. Zissman 
Jacob Chernas 
Louis Davidson 
Mrs. Mary Davidson 
Miss Rachel Davidson 
I. M. Dumont 
L. N. Dumont 
L. Goldin 
Albert Levy 
A, J. Lyon 
Abe Marks 
Jake Posner 


Middletown, Conn. 


Rev. Samuel L. Wiernikof 
Samuel Auerbach 
Harry Binstock 
William M. Citron 
Ephraim Field 
Marcus Field 
Jacob Kabatznick 
Philip Levison 
Harry Manevitz 
Jacob Mattes 
L. I. Peisner 
Heiman J. Poliner 
Bernard Press 
H. Rosenthal 
Morris Schneir 
Shapiro 
Charles Weiman 
Benj. Weitzman 


Midville, Ga. 


Carl Hackel 
Jack Klein 

Mobile, Ala. 
Ahabath Hessed Synagogue 
Rev. Dr. Alfred G. Moses 
Rabbi Abraham Gray 
Rev. Simon Berson 
Mrs. Rachel Berson 
Hugo Brown 
H. Cohen 
Nathan Friedlander 
David Gerhard 
M. Gerhard 
H. L. Grodsky 
Harry Lubel 
Abraham A. Lubel 
S. Mashefsky 
Sam Mutchnick 
J. W. Olensky 
Isadore Prince 
Aaron Robinton 
A. Rosner 
M. Rosner 
Mrs. Mary Rosner 


Montgomery, Ala. 
Rabbi B. C. Ehrenreich 
Rabbi H. A. Liebovits 
Rabbi William B. Schwartz 
J. Axelrod 
Mrs. Dora Bell 
Maurice Solomon Bell 
israel Ehrlich 
. Horn 
Solomon Kermish 
J Lebovice 
Adolph Miller 
Mrs. Ethel Pinsky 
David S. Sapirstein 
Mrs. Fannie S. Sapirstein 
Mrs. Gussie Schulwolf 
Morris Schulwolf 
Nathan Segal 
W. Silverberg 
Leopold Straus 
Joseph Weinstock 


Mount Pleasant, Pa. 
Rev. N. Abramson 
Louie Levinson 
Hyman Marchel 
William Rakusin 

IWrount Vernon, W. Y. 
Rev. Dr. Joseph I. Gorfinkle 
Rabbi G. Halpern 
Jacob A. Bernstein 
Sam Bernstein 
Joseph Brickman 
Max Bronstein 
Miss Fannie H. Danete 
Morris Fur 
Nathan Gilberg 
Mrs, Annie Kronick 
L. Perlman & Son 
Sam Reyman 
Philip Saxner 
Watsky Bros. 


Munhall, Pa. 
Pahee Cohen 
. R. Marviss 


Nashville, Tenn. 
Y. M. H. Association 
Y. W. H. Association 
Adath Israel Synagogue 
Sheerith Israel Synagogue 
Rabbi Julius Mark 
Rey. Aaron Abramson 
Rev. Herman Saltzman 
Dr. Herman Spitz 
Louis Blum 
Hyman Braun 
Ellis Cahn 
Henry Cohen 
Sol Hyman 
Julius Jacobs 
L. Jacobs 
Abraham Kirshner 
Sam Levy 
Lee J. Loventhal 
H. E. Markle 
Dave Posner 
Isadore Schulman 
Mrs, Rose F. Schulman 
E. Weise 
Nathan D. Weise 
Hyman Zager 


Newark, N. J. 
Rev. Dr. Solomon Foster 
Rev. Dr. Julius Silberfeld 
Rabbi Hyman Brodsky 
Rabbi Max Radin 
Rabbi Elias Scher 
Rabbi Z. Levine 
Rev. Bernard Chagy 
Rev. Louis Goldstein 
Rev. Max Hailperin 
Rev. Joe Schulman 
Dr. H. L. Gordon 
Dr. Robert Weiss 
Barney Apter 
Philip Apter 
S. J. Freedman 
Max Gaertner 
J. Heller 
Meyer Newman 
Mrs. Gussie Sable 
Isaac Sable 
Sam Weissman 


New Bedford, Mass. 
Rabbi Hyman Papkin 
Dr. B. J. Margolis 
Harry Abramson 
Jacob J. Ackerman 
Mrs. Bertha Cohen 
M. Cohen 
S. Epstein 
Uel Epstein 
Israel Friedman 
Philip Genensky 
Samuel Genensky 
A. Goldberg 
Samuel Goldys 
Mrs. Esther Goodman 
Mrs, Annie Herman 
Mrs. Lillian Kastenbaum 
Louis Lansky 
Philip Leen 
Samuel Levine 
Max Levy 
B: Lumiansky 
David Lumiansky 
Harry Lumiansky 
David Manelis 
I. Margolis 
Samuel Marrinoff 
Mrs. Mary Mechaber 
Rachmiel Mechaber 
S. Mechaber 
A. Mendelson 
H. Mendelson 
Samuel Narva 
Louis Nisson 
Harry Queen 
Louis Queen 
Mrs, Sarah Queen 
Isaac Rothkop 
Shuster Bros. 

Barney Spector 

H. Stupnitzky 
Henry Wainer 
Michael Wishnetzky 
Mrs. Dora Wolfson 
Fisher Wolfson 

M. Zimon 

New Brighton, Pa. 
Louis Browm 
Julius Hostin 
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New Britain, Conn. 
Rev. Samuel Cantor 
Dr. M. 8, Dunn 
Dr. Nathan B. Jaffe 
A. Berkowitz 
Morris Berkowitz 
S. Berkowitz 
B. Berson 
George Berson 
I. Birnbaum 
M. Birnbaum 
Motris Cohn 
Louis Croll 
Isaac Feigenbaum 
Nathan Gorfain 
S. Hanin 
Himberg & Horn 
Jacob Kaplan 
Samuel Louis Kaplan 
Harry Kennedy 
Sam Kennedy 
M. Kotkin 
Joseph Krechevsky 
M. C. Le Witt 
A, Lipman 
S. W. Menus 
Morris Raphael 
Sam Rosen 
Isaac Rothfeder 
Morris D. Saxe 
Henry Schupack 
S. Shurberg 
Frank Welinsky 
Samuel Welinsky 
Harry R. Wellins 
A. B. Winn 


New Brunswick, N. J. 


Rabbi Samuel Baskin 
Rabbi I. Marcus 
Rabbi Ludwig Roeder 
Joel Baltin 

Bears Bros. 

Philip H. Bruskin 
Moses Bush 
Benjamin Deitz 
Abraham H. Fertig 
Mrs. Helen Fertig 
Joseph Fertig 

Mrs. Goldie Hann 
Samuel I. Hoddeson 
Leo Kahn 

Theo. Klaus 

Samuel L. Levin 

J. D. Marcus 
Benjamin Schatzman 
Jacob Schatzman 
Harry Silverstein 
Samuel Spitz 
Swiller Bros. 

M. H. Winfield 


Newburgh, N. Y. 
Rabbi H. G. Blatt 
Rev. Jacob Baron 
Joseph Avrick 
Joseph Berkelhamer 
Henry Cohen 
Abraham Israel 
Harris Joseph 
Jacob Kaplan 
David Loth 


Harris Moses 
Benjamin Siegel 

New Castle, Pa. 
Rabbi Morris Neumark 
Rev. S. Shanson 
Harry Cohen ; 
Mrs. Beila Rachel Levine 


New Haven, Conn. 
Rev. Dr. Louis L. Mann 
Rabbi J. Levenberg 
Rabbi Moses D. Sheinkopf 
Rabbi Leon Spitz 
Rev. Samuel Novick 
Dr. J. Weyler 
Mrs. Ida Abeshouse 
Max Alderman 
Jacob S. Allinson 
Israel Blechman 
Harris Botwinik 
Louis Chernoff 
Joseph Chidekel 
Isaac Cohen 
Morris Cohen 
Harry-Epstein 
M, Feinerman 
J. C. Goldbaum 
Hyman Goldberg 
Nathan Golden 
Salum Jaffe 
Selig Kaletzky 
I. L. Kleiner 
Jacob Krilow 
Samuel Lapides 
E. Nankin 
F. Resnikoff 
Louis Sommer 
Isaac Swirsky 
Joseph Ticotsky 
D. Tzipkin 
Dan Weller 


New Kensington, Pa. 
Rabbi Joseph Bachrach 
Mrs. Miriam Bachrach 
Louis Broudy 
H. J. Crown 
Julius Eiges 
Hyman Foster 
Davis Miller 
Irving Miller 
Benjamin Myers 
Nathanson & Rosenberg 
Lewis Serbin 
Steiner Bros. 

B. H. Venger 
Jacob Wolk 


New Milford, Conn. 
Harry Golden 
Isadore Golden 
Joseph Golden 
Samuel Greenblatt 
Alexander Kramer 
Benjamin Sacartoff 
Miss Eveline Sacartoff 
New Orleans, La. 
Rabbi Louis Binstock 
Rabbi David Fichman 
Rabbi Henry Raphael Gold 
Rabbi Moses H. Goldberg 
Rabbi Max Heller 
Rabbi Emil W. Leipziger 


Rev. I. M. Lubel 
Rev. Meyer Raitman 
Rev. Jacob Rubinstein 
Dr. A., L. Levin 

P. Bagalman 

Harry Barkofft 

H. Barnett 

R. Blitz 

J. Bodenger 

H. Bratman 

Elias Brenner 

Philip Bronfin 

Leon Byer 

J. Cohen 

Nathan Cohen 
Hyman Covert 
Raphael Davis 

D. L. Feldman 
William Feldman 
Mrs. Ida (Weiss) Friend 
Abraham Goldberg 
Elazar Goldberg 
Ephraim Beryl Goldberg 
Miss Esther Goldberg 
Miss Ethel Goldberg 
Leon Goldberg 
Michael Nachman Goldberg 
Mrs. Miriam Goldberg 
Miss Rose Goldberg 
Samuel Jacob Goldberg 
Zebi Goldberg 

Abe Goldman 

Joseph H. Goldman 
Louis Gordon 

David Handleman 
Meyer Heiman 

Leon Hyman 

Mrs. Bessie Itzkowitch 
Wolf Jacobs 

Jacob Joseph 

L. B. Keiffer 

M. Kirschman 

A. Koritzky 

Saul Kronengold 

Ben Mattes 

S. Mattes 

Kohlman Maxic 
Louis Mondshine 
Jacob Novoselsky 
Elias Pailet 

Joseph Pailet 

Zelig Pesses 

H. Pukof 

Max L. Purvin 

Joe Rittenberg 

A. Rosen 

H. Rosenberg 

Harry N. Rusakof 

M. Sazer 

Morris Sherman 
Joseph Shocket 

Elias Singer 

Mrs. Fannie Singer 
Isadore Singer 

Max Singer 

L. D. Sokolsky 

Saul Streifer 

Samuel_ Teles 

Harry J. Wallick 
Chas. Weinberger 
Samuel Weinstein 


Newport News, Va. 


_ Rev. 
ney: 


Dr. Moritz Speier 
Samuel N. Cantor 


Thomas D. Morewitz 


Moris Abel 
Louis Block 
Isaac Cohen 

I. M. Goldberg 
Morris Goldberg 
Isaac Greenspon 
M. W. Greenspon 
Joseph Halperin 


Marx 


Nachman 


Sol Nachman 

Frank Ruben 

Isaac Ruben 

Solomon Saltz 

Samuel Senie 

Simon O. Shimowitz 

I. Siegel 

David B. Silverman 
Me: ee and Sons 


R. I. 


Rabbi Serre Baily 
Jacob Aronson 
F. David 
Charles Geller 


A es a 


Jacobson 


A. Kraut 
M. Kusinitz 
Harry Nemtzow 
Barnet Segal 
Charles Shuser 
Morris Spector 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 
S. Bloom 
Benjamin Cohen 
Max Goldstein 
Joshua Hacker 
Samuel Strager 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. D 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
. Dr. Judah L. Magnes 
. Dr. H. Pereira Mendes 
. Dr. Samuel Shulman 
. Dr. Elias L. Solomon 
. Dr. Nathan Stern 

. Dr. Stephen S. Wise 


New York, N. Y. 

Dr. Samuel Buchler 
Dr. Bernard Drachman 
r. Israel Elfenbein 
Dr. H. G. Enelow 
Dr. G. N. Hausman 
Dr. Moses Hyamson 
Dr. M. M. Kaplan 
Dr. Nathan Krass 


Rabbi Alexander Basel 
Rabbi Max Drob 
Rabbi Aaron Eisman 


Rabbi Louis Finkelstein 


Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein 


Rabbi Israel Goldstein 
Rabbi Israel Goodman 
Rabbi Judah L. Hahn 
Rabbi S. L. Hurwitz 
Rabbi Samuel Greenfield 
Rabbi Max Kadushin 
Rabbi Jacob Kohn 
Rabbi H. L. Martin 


Rabbi Joseph J. Schwartz 


Rabbi M. Shuchatowitz 


Honorary List 


Rev. Max Cottin 
Rev. J. L. Horowitz 
Rev. Philip Jaches 
Rev. Josef Rosenblat 
Rev. Simon Schlager 
Rev. M: Sorkin 

Dr. Abraham Asen 
Dr. Isadore Seifert 
Isidore Albert 
Joseph D. Albert 
Louis Albert 

S. Albert 

S. I. Andron & Son 
Joseph Barondess 
Israel Birnbaum 
Louis Borgenicht 
Joseph L. Buttenweiser 
Louis Cohen 

Chas. L. Dubelier 

C. J. Epstein 

Leo K. Frankel 
Israel Freidkin 
David Freidberg 
Julius Goldman 
Philip Goodhart 

P. J. Goodhart 

Mrs. Boris Grabelsky 
A. Gustaw 

Halpert Bros. 

Paul M. Herzog 
Max W. Hollander 
Jacob Iscolsky 
Edwin Kaufman 
Sidney G. Kay 

Max J. Kohler 

Sam Krohnberg 
Max Mandel 

Markel Bros. 

Philip Masliansky 
A. Millman 

Harry Mintz 

Joseph Polstein 
Morris Rose 
Maurice Salem 
Louis Saphirstein 
Ezekiel Sarasohn 
Bernard Semel 
Isaac Siegel 

Arthur Siegman 
Solomon Bros. 
Moses B. Solomon 
Miss Sylvia Solomon 
Steinhart & Goldman 
Philip Turberg 

H. Wasserthal 
Philip Watenberg 
Israel D. Wolfson 
Tobias Wolfson 
Miss Annie Zeiger 
Ben Zeiger 

Miss Jennie Zeiger 
Miss Paulina Zeiger 


Norfolk, Va. 


Rev. Dr. Louis D. Mendoza 


Rabbi Jacob Gordon 
Rev. Joseph Kanter 
Dr. Manuel Katzoff 
Harry Abramson 
Harry Aks 

Sam Aks 
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Max Brenner 

Elias Codd 

Julius Cohen 
Harris Crockin 
Jacob Crockin 
Moses B. Finkelstein 
Nathan Fivel 

M. Fleishman 

S. Friedman 

B. Galumbeck 

Mrs. Fannie Hamburg 
Hoffer Bros. 

A. L. Hyman 
Benjamin Hyman 
Ben Jacobs 

H. D. Kanter 

Max Kaplan 

Akiva Lev 

Moses Lidman 
Joseph Miller 
Julius Miller 
Meyers & Tabakin 
Julius A. Myers 
Max Rapaport 
David Ruden 
Harry C. Schapiro 
Bernard Schneer 
Harry Segal 
Samuel Shapiro 
Abraham Silverman 
Louis Snyder 
Louis Soroko 
Jacob Trachtenberg 
D. S. Waranch 


Norristown, Pa. 
Rev. Samuel Berenson 
Dr. Albert G. Davis 
Mrs. Katherine Davis 


Northampton, Pa. 


Lewis Frank 
Philip Gross 
George Lerner 
Roth Brothers 
Meyer Sharfman 


North Fork, W. Wa. 
B. Brook 
Gus Forman 
Leo Kahn 
Sam: Rosen 
H. Seligman 
Sam L. Seligman 
Harry Totz 
Louis Totz 


Norwalk, Conn. 


Harry L. Cohen 
Max Neubauer 
Harry Wolkoff 

Oil City, Pa. 
Rev. P. Zeleznik 
Herschel Braverman 
Mrs. Mollie Braverman 
Seal Cohen 
Meyer Sorkin 
Mrs. Bessie Solovey 
Jacob Solovey 
Harry Zand 


Old Forge, Pa. 
Rev. J. Bergmann 
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David Friedman 

Susman Mark 
Olyphant, Pa. 

S. Dolitzky 

William Finkelstein 

D. Kominatske 

J. S. Mandel 

Jacob Needle 

Sam Pincus 

Dave Raker 

Harry Raker 

K. Raker 

James B. Rosenfeld 

Harry Spat 

Sigmund Spitz 
Orange, N. J. 

Rev. David Amsterdam 

Dr. L. I. Nisnoff 

Dr. John Pinsky 

David Abrams 

Miss Esther Amsterdam 

Harry Amsterdam 

Miss Dorothy Bachman 

David Berkow 

Miss Marie Berner 

Abraham Bernstein 

Isidore Engel 

Walter Engel 

Samuel Friedlander 

Louis Goldberg 

Louis Gordon 

Jacob Hodes 

Miss Lillian Hodes 

Philip Hodes 

Miss Sadie Hodes 

Harry Horowitz 

M,. Krasner 

Isidore Kropnitzky 

M. Lesser 

Philip Mellinger 

I. Neibart 

Jacob Phillips 

Morris Pinsky 

Isidore Schreiber 

Morris Swidlow 

Miss Esther Weinberg 

Mrs. M. Weinberg 
Passaic, N. J. 

Rabbi Moses Rosenthal 

Samuel Bellet 

Morris Druin 

Morris Eigen 

Joseph Feder 

Dave & Morris Levine 

Julius Pardell 

Jacob Pasternack 

David Price 

Israel Rittenberg 

Benjamin Shenkman 

Louis Workman 


Patchogue, L. I. 
Maurice Beck 
Sam Berkowitz 
Louis Cantor 
Benjamin Charach 
Mrs. Bessie Cohen 
Daniel Davidow 
Benjamin Dranitzky 
Miss Sarah Dranitzky 


Mrs. Stephana Enoch 
Philip Gaer 

Samuel Gaer | 
Meyer Gersowitz 
Miss Victoria Gersowitz 
Mrs. Minnie Girshoft 
Harry Godoft 

Nathan Goldstein 
Miss Dorothy Gordon 
Miss Minnie Gordon 
R. P. Gordon 

Miss Rebecca Gordon 
Sam Gordon 

Fred Greenfield 

Max Greenfield 
Joseph Hochheiser 
Samuel Hochheiser 
Morris Hodkin 
Samuel Jacoby 

Israel Katz 

Miss Sarah Katz 
William Katz 
Benjamin Kugel 
Jacob Leonard 

Aaron Levy 

Meyer Lifshitz 

Boris Marganofft 

A. Mendelson 

Israel Novick 

B. Raffe 

Theodore Raffe 
Abraham Ratchick 
Miss Rae Ratchick 
Mrs. Anna Salem 
Joseph Schneider 
Philip Siegle 

Meyer Simon 
Weinberg Bros. 

M. Weiner 

Alex Zickerman 


Paterson, N. J. 
Rabbi Ludwig Roeder 
Abraham D. Abrash 
Alex Abrash 
Edward Bloom 
Jacob Cohen 
Mrs. Annie S. Edelstein 
Mrs, Clara Garfinkel 
Tsidor Garfinkel 
Mrs. Ray Harrison 
Samuel Harrison 
Kaufman Bros. 
Herman B. Kitay 
I. J. Kitay 
Laizer Kwiat 
Solomon Kwiat 
Charles Lichtenstein 
Isaac Raft 
Harry Salzberg 
B. Simon 
Louis Spitz 
Myer Taylor 

Pawtucket, R. I. 
Harry Berger 
Abe Berick 
Jacob Berkelhammer 
Philip Berman 
Eddie Cohen 
H. Cohen 
S. Colitz 
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Mrs. Augusta Farber 

Max Feder 

Henry’ Friedman 

Maurice Friedman 

pec I. Goldman 
arry Hazen 

William Heller 

Bernard Korenbaum 

Lepa Kretman 

Louis S. Law 

David L. Levinson 

Henry Lichtman 

Harry Miller 

Louis Morgan 

Max Podersky 

Nathan Resnik 

George N. Robinson 

Abraham N. Schwartz 

Joe Seltzer 

I, Shapiro 

H. L. Slivkin 

Harry Steingold 

Mrs. Mary E. Zucker 

Pensacola, Fla. 

Rabbi Max Friedman 

Rabbi Samuel Spector 

Joseph Abrams 

Isaac Berman 

Mrs. Freida Ellis 

Meyer Ellis 

Alex Lischkofft 

Louis Rosenbloom 

Miss Anna Spector 

Herman Spector 

Joseph Spector 

Miss Lena Spector 

Miss Lottie Spector 

Miss Rose Spector 

Mrs. Sophia Spector 

Meyer Willenchik 

Moses Wolfe 


Perth Amboy, N. J. 
Rev. H. L. Chazin 
Rev. D. Levin 
Isaac Alpern 
Mrs. Lena Avchen 
Phil. Borak 
Solomon Brody 
David Diamond 
S. Eisner 
Hyman _ Fishkin 
Louis Fuchs 
Greenspan Bros. 
Samuel Hyman 
I. Itzkowitz 
Sidney Jacobson 
Meyer Leichtman 
Samuel Mandel 
John Margareten 
A. M. Metzendorf 
Jacob Parnes 
Abraham Pavlovsky 
Peter Pavlovsky 
Samuel Polensky 
B. I, Rabiner 
Samuel Rothenberg 
Samuel Safran 


Harry Siegel 
Abraham Siskind 


Philip Siskind 
Spitzer 
Mrs. Samuel Tucker 
Petersburg, Va. 
Rev. Louis Cantor 
Rev. Prof. J. C. Wagner 
Dr. Louis Levy 
Harry Adler 
Max Jacobs 
Samuel Lewitz 
Harry Matwetsky 
Samuel Robinson 
Wallace Shapiro 
Isadore Sollod 
Miss Dorothy Tager 
Samuel Wolfman 
Sollie S. Wolfman 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. Dr. Harry W. Ettelson 
Rev. Dr. W. H. Fineshreiber 
Rev. Dr. Abram A. Newman 
Rev. Dr. Louis Wolsey 
Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen 
Rabbi J. B. Feibelman 
Rabbi Abr. J. Feldman 
Rabbi Samuel Fredman 
Rabbi Max D. Klein 
Rabbi Bernard L. Levinthal 
Rabbi M. Rivkind 
Dr. Aaron Brav 
. A, J. Cohen 
. A. J. Fisher 
Dr. S. A. Ginsburg 
Dr. Benjamin L. Gordon 
Dr. Julius L. Werner 
Samuel Block 
Morris Charlap 
Harry Cohen 
Mrs. Jennie Cohen 
A. M. Ellis 
S. D. Ezickson 
Bernard G. Friedman 
Isadore Glassman 
Daniel Goldenberg 
David Goldenberg 
Samuel Goldman 
Joseph Gross 
Jaffe Bros. 
Joseph Magil 
Myer Magil 
Miller Bros. 
Samuel Rabinowitz 
Solomon Rose 
Jacob B. Rosenblum 
B. Satinsky 
Max Satinsky 
William Wirtshafter 
Phillipsburg, N. J. 
J. Bugin 
Harry E. Shulman 
Phoebus, Va. 
Harry A. Carmel 
M. S. Cooper 
David L. Newman 
Benjamin Pear 
I. A. Saunders 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Rabbi Raphael Goldenstein 
Samuel Baim 


Honorary List 


Morris Kligman 
m. Rosenzweig 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Adath Jeshurun Synagogue 
Beth Hamidrash Haggodol 
Beth Jacob Synagogue 
Beth Sholom Synagogue 
B’nai Israel Synagogue 
Rodeph Sholom Temple 
Shaarei Zion Synagogue 
Tiphereth Israel Synagogue 
Tree of Life Temple 
Hebrew Institute 
Rev. Dr. Rudolph I. Coffee 
Rev. Dr. S. H. Goldenson 
Rabbi & M. Bazell 
Rabbi Solomon Fineberg 
Rabbi S. B. Friedman 
Rabbi Herman Hailperin 
Rabbi A. W. Kochin 
Rabbi M. A. Levin 
Rabbi Benjamin A. Lichter 
Rabbi S. M. Neches 
Rabbi Goodman L. Rose 
Rey. M. I. Abelson 
Rev. A. C. Becker 
Rev. H. Becker 
Rev. Julius Bloom 
Rev. G. A. Elefant 
Rev. L. O. Ginsburg 
Rev. Louis Goldberg 
. Adolph Levin 
. A. Levite 
. G. Mendelson 
. Hyman Plotkin 
. David Ryave 
. Henry Tolochko 
Dr. S. Bloomberg 
Dr. S. I. Eber : 
Dr. Meyer B. Lichtenstein 
Israel A. Abrams 
Morris Allen 
Leon Appleman 
Harry Arons 
Samuel Aronson 
Morris Barrish 
Berkman Bros. 

M. A. Berman 
M. J. Bernstein 
Wm. Bernstein 
Nathan Bilder 
Mrs. Mollie Blender 
Aaron Blistein 
Geo. Bonder 
Abraham Broida 
J. J. Broida 
Maurice Browdy 
David Busis 
David Caplan 
Gutman Caplan 
H. M. Caplan 
S. Caplan 
Albert Cazen 
Cohen & Siegel 
Jacob Cohen 
Julius H. Cohen 
Rubin Davidson 
Allan Davis 
Mrs. Annie Davis 
Charles Davis 
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Philip Denmark 
P. Diener 
H. Edelstein 
Samuel Edelstein 
Adolph Edlis 
Max Enelow 
Abe Engelman 
Harry Engelman 
J. Peo bsman 
Sam Fineman 
Morris Fisher 
Jacob Gold 
Abraham Goldinger 
D. Goldstein 
J. J. Goldstein 
Morris Goldstein 
Abram Goldvarg 
Israel Goodstein 
C. B. Goorin 
Max Grablowsky 
S. P. Granovitz 
Miss Fan Grastinfield 
Mrs. Lena Grossman 
H. Hadas 
S. J. Hahn 
Morris E. Heller 
Louis Hendel 
Joseph Hersh 
Mrs. Rose Hershkovitz 
Albert M. Horowitz 
Max Horowitz 
S. Jacobson’s Sons 
Jessie O. Jewell 
K. Klebansky 
I. R. Kornblum 
M. Lando & Son 
Israel Lefkofsky 
Leo Lehman 
Leonard S. Levin 
Philip Levin 
Samuel Levine 
Abraham Levy 
Abraham E. Lichter 
Benjamin Lipsitz 
Mrs. Esther Lipsitz 
Harry Lipsitz 
Lyman Lipsitz 
Jacob Lipsitz 
Morris Lipsitz 
Samuel Littman 
S. Mallin 
Max Morman 
Harry I. Neaman 
Samuel Osgood 
Israel Parker 
Samuel Perrin 
Jos. Price 
Sam Rabinowitz 
Sam Reznik 
B. Rogalsky 
. Rosen 
Charles Rosenberg 
. M. Rosenberg 
ouis Rosenbloom 
Sol. Rosenbloom 
F. Rothaus 
Louis Ruttenberg 
Isaac Sachs 
Joseph Sacklowsky 
. Saul 
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Nathan Savage 
Abraham Seder 
Frank & Seder 
Jacob Seder 
Morris Selker 
Jacob Shapira 

M. N. Shapiro 
Louis Shoop 
Kassel Siegel 
Saul L, Silverman 
Sol. Silverman 
Morris Solof 

R. Solomon 

S. Solow 

S. Somerman 

A. C. Stein 
Harry Sultan 

M, Supowitz 

I. A. Swiss 
Nathan Talansky 
Harry Tapley 
Max Tobenfliegel 
I. A. Wasser 

A. Leo Weil 
Morris Weinberg ; 
Mrs. Fannie Weinstein 
Victor Weinstein 
Ber L. Werner 

J. N. Wolk 


Pittston, Pa. 

Rev. Henry Feierstein 
Joseph Freed 
Sam Levin 
J. Levitt 
Samuel Lichterman 
Hany L. Sare 

ouis Schifman 


Plainfield, N. J. 
Rabbi Morris Clark 
Rev. L. J. Cantor 
Dr. R. Yood 
M. Bernstein 
Nathan Bloom 
Mrs. Rebecca Bloom 
Isaac Fertig 
Abraham Kantor 
Mrs. Fannie L. Kramer 
Max Morris 
Benjamin Nusbaum 
Miss Clara Rees 
Miss Sylvia Rees 
Henry Rosenbaum 
Kalman Rottenberg 
Jochanan Wolfe 


Port Chester, N. Y. 
Rev. Morris Stein 
Joseph Adler 
Abraham Goldman 
Mrs. Dora Goldman 
David Goldowitz 
Mrs. Gussie G. Goldowitz 
Gerson Jacobs 
Maurice Jacobs 
Samuel Jacobs 
Jacob Miller 
Louis Mulwitz 
Samuel Mulwitz 
A. Rabinowitz 
I. N. Rudolph 


Elias Tunick 
Max Warshawsky 


Portsmouth, Va. 
Rabbi Max Nodel 
Rev. M. Chovitz 
Rev. David Davis 
Rev. Max Leavitt 
Rev. Harry Miller 
Peyser Abraham 
Mitchel Arenov 
Harris Bangel 
Abraham J. Becker 
Herman Blaustein 
Harry David Bord 
L. T. Caplan 
S. Caplan 
Mendel Cohen 
Jacob Coin 
Mrs. Rebecca Coin 
Robert Coin 
Mrs. Rose Coin 
M. M. Crockin 
Morris D. Dominitz 
Henry Dwartz 
Isaac Fass 
H. Freedman 
P. Freedman 
Morris Friedman 
Philip Friedman 
M. B. Ginsburg 
Jacob Gladstone 
P. Goldman 
Isaac Goodman 
Joseph Gordon 
I, Hillman 
L. Kootz 
Will Laderberg 
S. Lasting 
Joseph Levin 
Dave Levinson 
Joseph Liebman 
Mrs. Mollie Liebman 
A. L. Marcus 
A. M. Marcus 
J. C. Merson 
Benjamin Mervis 
Mrs. Flora Mirvis 
Isaac Mirvis 
J. Mopsikow 
Geo. Narkier 
Morris Rabin 
B. L. Reshefsky 
Max Reshefsky 
Mrs. Bertha Reuben 
Isaac Reuben 
I, H. Rosenfeld 
Robert Scher 
B. Schwetz 
Harry Shuman 
Mrs. Bella S. Silverman 

Jacob D, Silverman 
oe Silverman 
Maxwell Silverman 
Morris Solomon 
M. Solomon 
Herman Soroko 
Morris Soroko 
Set Bessie Steingold 

Weiner 
Mrs Florence Wyron 


Jerome Zentz 

Mrs. Fannie Ziskind 

Frank Ziskind 

Benjamin Ziv 
Pottsville, Pa. 


Rabbi Herman J. Beck 
Rey. Abraham Chaseman 
Isaac Antokolitz 
Samuel Block 

I. Chinitz 

Isaac Diamond 

Harris L. Eber 

Bennie Greenberg 
Harry Greenberg 

Peter Greenberg 

Simon Greenberg 
Abraham Goldberg 
Michael Hanin 

Miss Mary Havison 
Mrs. Rena Havison 
Simon Havison 

H. Kamenetzky 

Mrs. Dorothy Kriegle 
Nathan Lefkowitz 
Rubin March 

Sam March 

Mrs. Therese Mendelson 
Mrs. Sarah Pollack 
Solomon Pollack 

Levy Refowich 

Jacob S. Rosenzweig 
Jacob H. Rothstein 

B. Shefter 

Louis Supowitz 

Mrs. Nathan Tuckerman 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Rabbi Charles Mantinband 
B. Abramsky 
Charles Effron 
David Effron 
Jacob Effron 

ffron 
Isaac Eisner 
Adolf Goodman 
N. H. Heiman 
Ely Kasrolowitz 
Mrs. Simon King 
Leo S. Klopman 
Barnet Levine 
Wm. Maisel 
Samuel Rimai 
David Rock 
Boris M. Rose 
Mrs. Ida Rosenthal 
Mrs. Anna Simon 
Isaac Simon 
A. Stein 
Benjamin Weiner 
T. Weissman 
Isaac White 


Providence, R. I. 
Rabbi David H. Bachrach 
Rabbi Israel S. Rubinstein 
Dr. Hyman Chester 
Rev. Wolf Katznelson 
Rev. Meyer E. Smith 
Soe Abraams 

Louis M. Berman 
Philip Berman 


Antin Burke 

Max Cobeland 
Jacob S. Cohen 
Morris Dluty 

W. Elowitz 

S. Faber 

Barnet Fain 
Jacob Feinstein 
A. A. Finkelstein 
Wm. Fishbein 
Morris Flink 
Moses Frank 
Abraham Gabrilowitz 
Israel Garfinkel 
Max Gertsacov 
Abraham Golden 
Bernard Goldstein 
M. L. Goldstein 
S. Goldstein 

N. B. Greenstein 
J. D. Grossman 
Fred M. Heller 
Simon Horenstein 
Hyman Katz 
David Kelman 
Shea Large 
Hyman B. Lasker 
Joshua Lerner 
Samuel H. Levinson 
J. Litvin 

Joseph Marcus 
“Mrs. Marion L, Misch 
Joe Mittleman 
William Myers 
Simon Port 
Samuel Priest 

Leo Raphael 
Jacob A. Robinson 
Isaac Rose 
Samuel Rosenfield 
Morris L. Sackin 
Royal Sales Co. 
Geo. Sanperil 
Louis Shatkin 
Sam Shore 
Archibald Silverman 
Charles Silverman 
Samuel Snell 
David T. Solomon 
Max Sugarman 
Noah Temkin 
Abraham L. L. Weiner 
Henry Yarashefsky 
Mendel Zavatsky 
Selig Zavatsky 
VS ALE 

Max Zura 


Putnam, Conn. 
Rev. Judah Lemanowitz 
Rev. Aaron Gandlowitz 
Aframe & Bravo 
S. Kaminsky 
Lewis Wolfe 


Raleigh, N. C. 


House of Jacob Synagogue 
Rabbi Howard L. Fineberg 


Rabbi Isidor Printz 
Meyer Dworsky 
S. H. Dworsky 
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David M. Kaplan 
Mrs. Pearl Printz 


Reading, Pa. 
Rabbi Julius Frank 
Rev. S. S. Bless 
Rev. Harry Halperin 
Rev. Meyer Shubow 
Dr. Michael Austin 
A. Blumberg 
A. A. Cohen 
Isaac Fidler 
Harry Fisher 
Morris Goldberg 
I. Goodman 
Max Heller 
Jonas Imber 
J. Koralsky 
L. Kozloff 
Meyer Lehman 
Abraham Lempiner 
I. Losch 
Samuel Mendelsohn 
David Rosen 
Samuel Rosenberg 
Jacob Rosenthal 
Morris Rosenthal 
Jacob Rubinstein 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Rudolph 
Max Ruttenberg 
M. Geo. Ruttenberg 
M. Schneiderman 
B. Sher 
Harry Sher 
Israel Shuman 
Louis L. Simon 
Philip Sitzkin 
Julius Ullman 
Sam Yaffee 
Jacob Yarvin 
Harry Zable 


Richmond, Va. 


Rev. Dr. Edward N. Calish 

Rabbi Abraham J. Glick 

Rev. M. Dorfman 

Rev. Morris Silverstein 

Dr. L. Karp 

M. E. Caplan 

L. Kimmel 

Henry Levy 

Harry Marks 

B. Sharofsky 

Miss Hannah Tatarsky 

Sol. D. Winer 
Riverside, N. J. 

Mrs. Dora Cohen 

Nathan Cohen 

Morris Miller 


Roanake, Va. 
Rabbi T. Shabshelowitz 
Rev. M. Masinter 
Rev. S. Simon ‘ 
Harry Abrams 
Mrs. Cecilia Brenner 
Isaac Cooper 
Davis Fisher 
Abraham Goldstein 
Morris Honeyman 
ken Kate, 
Philip Levy 
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Frank H. Levy 
Morris N. Oshry 
Wm. N, Schlossberg 
Jos. Spiciels 
Joseph Weinstein 
Sag Harbor, L. I. 
Rev. Samuel Heller 
Philip Ballen 
Louis Crowitz 
Herman Greenberg 
Morris Meyer 
Solomon Raff 
Allan Schochet 
Benjamin Schochet 
Morris Simon 
Herman Spitz 
Herman Weiner 


Salem, Mass. 
Rev. Isador L. Shapiro 
Rev. Joseph Pill 
Dr. Max Lesses 
Dr. S. Miller 
Samuel Axelrod 
Abraham M. Baker 
Morris Beim 
Mrs. Annie Dubin 
Simon Goldstein 
S. De Kerr 
Abraham Livingston 
Morris Newmark 
Benjamin Novick 
D. H. Rogers 
Israel Rothblatt 
Samuel Rothblatt 
Wm. J. Seiberg 
H. S. Shalit 
Mendel Shore 
Max Silverman 
Joseph L. Simon 
Charles Spiegel 
Gerald Winer 


San Antonio, Tex. 
Rodef Sholom Synagogue 
Rabbi Samuel T. Philips 
Rev. Z. Gurwitz 
Rev. Henry Lubel 
Rev. S. Solomon 
Mrs. Rosie Abramson 
Mrs. Rose Bernard 
Nathan Block 
H. Cohen 
Mrs. Gertrude Greenfield 
Jos. S. Hahn 
Mrs. Rebecca Kagan 
Mrs. Bella Karotkin 
Sam Karotkin 
Ben Katz 
A. S. Lande 
T. D. Lande 
Morris Levine 
Israel Lewin 
Mrs. Sarah Lewin 
Sam Maltzman 
Max Mazur 
L. Racusin 
Morris L. Richbook 
Meyer Rosenman 
Barney Sadowsky 
Max Sheff 
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Louis Siegal 
Abraham Sinkin 

Mrs. Abigail Solomon 
Spector Bros. 
Sugarman Bros. 

A. Vexler 

Mrs. Leah Werbner 
H. Wiener 


Savannah, Ga. 
Rabbi George Solomon 
Rabbi Harry Geffen 
Rev. Harry Levine 
Rey. Wolf Sutker 
Dr. Mordecai Grossman 
@. Adler 
Mrs. Sarah Bryan 
Abe Cohen 
Solomon B. Freedman 
A. J. Garfunkel 
Mrs. Rebecca Goodman 
Nathan Greenberg 
Isadore B. Hirsch 
J. Hornstein 
J. Javetz 
Mrs. Rachel Maltinsky 
Harry Marcus 
A. Meddin 
Harry Palefsky 
Sam Portman 
Hyman J. Rosenthal 
Louis ‘Rubin 
Maurice Segall 
Max Segall 
Ben Shonig 
Aaron Siegel 
David Silver 
“S. A. Silverstein 
Morris Slotin 
L. Weitz 
Hirsch Wolson 


Scranton, Pa. 
Rabbi H. Guterman 
Rabbi E. Schoenbrun 
Rev. Meyer Kerner 
Rev. Nathan D. Newmark 
Rev, Hyman Zeides 
Israel Allen 
Samuel Aronson 
Jacob Atlas 
Jos. Bloom 
Mrs. Ida Blumberg 
Morris Blumberg 

. S. Blumenfeld 
Hyman W. Brandwene 
Oscar J. Chertok 
A. B. Cohen 
Philip Cohen 
M. J. Cohn 
Louis Connor 
Sam Dolinger 
Harry Donishefsky 
I. Eisner 
Chas. B. Engel 
Harry Englander 
Emil Feigenbaum 
Edward Feldman 
Louis Frank 
Benj. S. Freedman 
B. C. Frey 
Ben Friedman 


Louis Friedman 

Isidor Gerson 

Abraham Ganz 

H. B. Glantz 

J. Glickfeld 

Julius I. Goldman | 

Mrs. Jennie Goldstein 

M. L. Goodman 

Louis Grass 

Joseph Green 

Sam Hopkins 

N. Jacobson & Sons 

Herman Judkovits 

Abraham Kahn 

Max Kaplan 

Sam Kaplan 

David Levine 

Miss Katy Levine 

Hyman Levinson 

Louis Levinson 

Jacob Mechlovic 

M. Meer 

Robert Miller 

Samuel Mintz 

E. P. Pensak 

Hyman Redlman 

Zelig Radin 

David Sabon 

Emanuel Schwartz 

Abraham Shaffer 

Samuel Sofness 

Simon Staler 

Mrs. Annie Sugarman 

H. Sugarman 

Meyer Sulim 

Mrs. Annie Swartz 

Julius M. Temko 

Harry Tevelin 

Harry Vinkelstein 

Mrs. Rosie Weber 

Edward Weiss 

Jacob Weiss 

I. M. Wissoker 

Emanuel Wolosky 

Sam Zelkovitz 
Shamokin, Pa. 

Rabbi Philip Greenstein 

Aaron Liachowitz 


Shelton, Conn. 
Miss Fannie Karlins 
Miss Mary Karlins 
Mrs. Rebecca Karlins 
Samuel Karlins 
Abraham Kreiger 
A, H. Lavietes 
Max Opotzner 
William Opotzner 
Shenandoah, Pa. 
Rabbi Isaac Werlin 
Rev. N. Vainstein 
Isadore Aranoff 
Asher Davidson 
Joseph Friedman 
E. Guzinsky 
Harris Guzinsky 
Jacob Guzinsk 
Mrs. Bertha Harris 
Samuel Harris 
Harry Levit 
J. Max Levit 


Carl Miller 


’ Morris Oppenheim 


I. Orkin 
Jerome Orkin 
Isaac Senderofft 
Sorin Bros. 
Max I. Sweet 


Jacob Uffberg 


Mrs. Rebecca Werlin 

Jacob Wolfe 

C. Wolman 

Philip Yarowsky 
Shreveport, La. 

Agudath Achim Synagogue 

Rev. Jacob Canter 

Dr. Louis Abramson 

Sam Bender 

Solomon Berebis 

David Epstein 

Isie Frumer 

Joseph Graeber 

S. H. Hochberger 

Ely Kaminsky 

I. Schultz 

Max Sklar 

Sam Velinsky 


South Norwalk, Conn. 
Louis Avrick 
Berman & Steinberg 
Solomon H. Dickman 
I. Feinsod 
Edward Gans 
Louis Golden 
Harry Goodwin 
M. Gutkowsky 
Abraham Harris 
William Josem 
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PRAISES AND LAUDATIONS 


_N. E. Aronstam, Detroit, Mich., Oct. 8th, 1926. 
Pear eaite me great pleasure to introduce Dr. Nachman Heller, a profound scholar, 
to everyone who has the interest of culture at heart. His Book of Psalms para- 
phrased and translated is a masterpiece of Hebrew rhythm and his English foot- 
notes are of classic diction. He certainly deserves consideration and recognition for 


i that he represents faithfully and continuously. 
the great cause of literature that he rep Fe Me igen er rd 


Ny 


From Miss Rosie Bernheimer, 7 East 57th Street, New York, Feb. 11th, 1924. 
Dr. Nachman Heller, 501 West 124th Street, New York. 
r Dr. Heller. 
DeaT acleed please find my check for Ten Dollars for the book of Psalms, paraphrased, 
translated and commented, which you have sent me. 
Yours truly, 
ROSIE BERNHEIMER. 


From Dr. Joshua Bloch, Librarian, Astor Library, New York, Dec. 16th, 1926. 
Dr. Nachman Heller, 6396 Van Court, Detroit, Mich. 
My Dear Dr. Heller. Jats Lot 

It was very kind of you to have sent me your clipping containing your eulogy 
on Mr. Freidus. I shall make use of it in connection with the forthcoming Freidus 
Memorial Volume. I am glad to know that you are constantly laboring in the 
“Vineyard of God” and_am looking forward to your new work on the Pentateuch. 
Your contributions to Hebrew literature are unique indeed. Do not mind the un- 
sympathetic attitude of the modern Hebrew press toward your work, because theirs 
is not in harmony with yours. 

Sincerely yours, 


JOSHUA BLOCH. _ 


From Dr. Samuel P. Brooks, President, Baylor University, Waco Tex., July 13th, 1927. 
Rabbi Nachman Heller, care of Jewish Temple, Waco, Tex. 
My Dear Dr. Heller. 

I am sorry for not being in the office when you came to see us and could not 
have given you the proper reception that you, one of our former pupils, certainly 
deserved. I thank you for your books of the Psalms which you were kind enough 
to give us for the Library. They will take their place along with our other books. 
I wish I might read your paraphrases, but I am not a Hebrew scholar. 


Yours very truly, 
S. P. BROOKS, President. 
From Dr. Rudolph I. Coffee, Rabbi Temple Sinai, Oakland, Cal., Nov. 22, 1923. 
Rev. Dr. Nachman Heller, New York City. 
Dear Dr. Heller. 

It was a great pleasure to receive your very friendly letter and also the books, 
for which I desire to extend my personal thanks. You will find a check enclosed, 
with the single regret that it is not much larger. You are a man of fine talents and 
never seem to spare yourself in your zeal for Judaism. Here are my kindest regards 
and my very best wishes for your continued labors in the vineyards of Israel. 


Yours very sincerely, 
RUDOLPH I. COFFEE. 


From Abram I, Elkus, former U. S. Ambassador to Turkey, New York, Oct. 28th, 1924. 
Dr. Nachman Heller, 501 West 124th Street, New York City. 
Dear Rabbi Heller. 

I enclose herewith my check for $5.00. I have been ill for sometime and I have 
not fully recovered as yet, therefore, my check is somewhat modest, indeed. Your 
book of the Psalms paraphrased certainly deserves better consideration. 

Yours very truly, 
ABRAM I. ELKUS. 
From Leon Fram, Associate Rabbi Temple Beth El, Detroit, Mich., July 21st, 1926. 
Dear Dr. Heller. 

I want to congratulate you upon the ambitious task you have undértaken of 
composing a modern rhymed and metrical paraphrase to the Book of Psalms. I have 
enjoyed very much reading the old inspiring thoughts in modern swinging and 
singing verse. Your Book of Psalms, with its translations into Yiddish and English, 
should find a welcome in every Jewish home. 

Sincerely, 
LEON FRAM. 
From Dr. Leo M. Franklin, Rabbi Temple Beth El, Detroit, Mich., Sept 16th, 1926. 

Dr. Nachman Heller has for many years been an ardent student of literature 
and learning. His latest book is a paraphrase of the Psalms in rhyme, in Hebrew, 
with English translation and comments. Dr, Heller is not working for gain or profit, 
he is serving the cause of Jewish science, because of which I think he deserves 
recognition and consideration from all our brethren. b 

Respectfully, O M. FRANKLIN. 


PRAISES AND LAUDATIONS 


From Dr. Samuel H. Goldenson, Rabbi Rodef Shalom Congregation, Pittsburgh, Pa.,. 

Sept. 16th, 1925. 

Mr. B. Neiman, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
My Dear Mr. Neiman. 

The bearer, Rabbi Nachman Heller, has spent all his life in the study of 
Hebrew and English literature, publishing, in addition, helpful and useful books on the 
Bible and cognate learning. Any assistance you can render him will further the 
cause of Jewish literature and will at the same time compensate his work, stimulating. 
its rapid advance. With greetings for the New Year, I am, 


Very sincerely yours, 
S. H. GOLDENSON. 


From Samuel S. Mayerberg, Rabbi Jefferson Temple Cong. K. K. B. Y., Dayton, O., 

Dec. 21st, 1926. 

Dr. Nachman Heller, 6396 Van Court, Detroit, Mich. 
My Dear Dr. Heller. 

It was with very great pleasure that I greeted you in my study, this morning, 
and I assure you of my great interest in your recent publication of the Psalms with 
the Hebrew paraphrase and the English comments and translation. I am enclosing 
herewith a check which I hope will be of service to you. I assure you that I heartily 
wish that our financial conditions made it possible to increase this amount many 
times. With very cordial personal greetings, I am 


Sincerely yours, 
SAMUEL S. MAYERBERG. 


From Dr. A. B. Rhine, Rabbi and Author, Hot Springs, Ark., Sept. 20th, 1927. 
Dr. Nachman Heller, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
My Dear Dr. Heller. 

Upon my return home from my vacation, a few days ago, I found your very 
kind note, with a copy of the Tageblatt, in which your Hebrew acrostic in my honor 
was published. In reality I can say with Jacob: ‘‘Kotonti mikol Hahasodim”, and I 
certainly appreciate your kindness and courtesy very high. 

With all good wishes for the New Year, I am 

Cordially yours, 
A. B. RHINE, 


From Joseph J. Schwartz, Rabbi Temple Pincus Elijah, New York. 
Rabbi Nachman Heller, 501 West 124th Street, New York. 
Dear Dr. Heller, 

Enclosed you will please find check for Ten Dollars, for your Paraphrased’ 
Psalms. I regret that owing to an error, I was not able to do this sooner. 

With best Passover greetings, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 
JOSEPH J. SCHWARTZ. 


tage Se & Goldman, Attorneys-at-law, 111 Broadway, New York, Nov. 
Oth, 1922. 

Dr. Nachman Heller, 501 West 124th Street, New York. f 

Dear Dr. Heller, 

We are in receipt of your letter and also of the book ‘‘Facts and Fiction”, 
and are enclosing herewith our check to your order for $5.00 in payment of the book, 
which is indeed very interesting and instructive. 

Very truly yours, 
STEINHARDT & GOLDMAN. 


i 
From former President of U. S. A., William Howard Taft, White House, Washington, 
C., June 27th, 1910. 

Rev. Dr. Nachman Heller, Rabbi Kesher Israel, Harrisburg, Pa. 
My Dear Sir: f 

The President (Mr. Taft) wishes me to acknowledge the receipt of the book 
which you left here for him, and to thank you cordially for your courtesy. 

Very truly yours, 
CHARLES D. NORTON, Secretary to the President. 


From Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Rabbi Central and Free Synagogues and President 
Institute of Religion, New York, N. Y., Oct. 9th, 1924. 
Dr. N. Heller, a me 124th Street, New York. 
My Dear Rabbi Heller. : 
: I thank you very much for your letter. Some day, when you have time, I shalt 
be very glad to see you at the Institute. In the meantime I beg to enclose a modest 


contribution towards we oes of having your work published. 
ith all good wishes, I am 
“ee $ Faithfully yours, STEPHEN S. WISE. 
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